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No. 1.
ExTrACT FROM SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINISTER oF EDUCATION

The number of pupils at Sumner school is still on the decline, having fallen
during the year from 46 to 39 The expenditure for the year was £3,223 5s. 2d.,
made up as follows Salaries of professional staff, £1,008 7s. 2d., salaries, and
wages of domestic staff, £449 1s. 9d., rent, £470, housekeeping, £840 10s. 114d. ;
travelling, £172 16s. 11d., expenses in connection with Commission and Parlia-
mentary Committee, £10 6s. 2d., school material and appliances for technical
instruction, £61 Os. 7d., repairs, drainage, &c., £124 0s. 8d., sundries, £87 1s.
Contributions received from parents amount to £211 6s. 3d. The net cost has
been £3,011 18s. 11d.

No. 2.

Rerorr oF THE DIRECTOR.

SIR,— Institution for Deaf-mutes, Sumner, 8th May, 1894.

T have the honour to report that, since the lst January, 1893, owing to the Director's
formal request of the 27th September, 1892, to be relieved of the boarding of the inmates, and to
the Hon. the Minister of Education’s desire to so relieve him, a considerable change has taken place
in the internal management of the institution—at least, so far as the boarding of the inmates and
the caretaking of the pupils when out of school are concerned.

The plan adopted at the opening of the institution in 1880—viz., that the Director should carry
on the institution while in its infancy on the principle of a private home, as well as of a Govern-
ment boarding-school—had worked remarkably well. It had served its purpose in particular by
meeting New Zealand’s special requirements. Buf, on the total of inmates reaching the number
of fifty, on several separate buildings being required to carry on the business of the institution, and
on the management becoming more complicated, through the boarding and lodging of the assistant
teachers being undertaken as well as that of the pupils, a period arrived during which peculiar
impediments to the smooth working of the establishment were experienced, and in connection with
which the question arose, whether the old conditions of carrying on the affairs of the institution on
the desirable lines of a large family establishment had not ceased to exist.

Delects inherent to every large congregation of deaf children, and growing greater as the
numbers of an institution increase, are still apparent, and more plainly now than ever They
are faults and shortcomings characteristic of the misfortune of deafness. They are imperfections
growing with age, and appearing, like natural weeds, side by side with knowledge and power
With a practised eye you may detect such imperfections in & deaf-mute’s gait, in his play, in his
handling & toy or an implement, in short, in his every action. Let him be associated with a
number of others similarly afflicted, and his peculiarities will be multiplied and intensified.
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What is true of these remarks with regard to bodily actions applies with still greater force to
all his manifestations of mental life. It is here where our trouble with him not only begins, but
where it never ends. Cope with the deaf-mute’s want of mental grasp and of intellectual capacity,
and you drive back and override his physical infirmities. Were this subject better understood by
the community at large, experienced teachers would be more readily excused for their aptness in
looking at material display and outward show in institutions for deaf-mutes with some degree of
indifference and even suspicion. To them, palatial buildings with ornamental entrances and well-
kept gardens are excellent appurtenances, useful gifts to be admired and to be grateful for, but
they are by no means all-important, their real value and actual influence are often overrated,
they are but means to an end, and afford no guarantee whatever for excellency of educational
achievement.

Having regard to future and permanent arrangements respecting our deaf-and-dumb, the follow-
ing questions must be deemed pertinent to the subject, and worthy of our careful consideration :—

1. Are our deaf-mutes to be always boarded and housed in a large building, independent of
number, sex, age, and stage of education, as is done in some parts of the world ?

9. Are they, on the contrary, to be treated after the manner of ordinary children—that is,
lodged and boarded out with families of their own. social status, and attending in the ordinary way
schools specially provided for them, asis also done in several countries ?

3. If grave objections can be pointed out, upon social as well as upon educational grounds, to
both these systems, is it possible, 1n a new colony, without vested interests in these matters, to
devise a plan whereby most, if not all, of the advantages of both systems may be retained, and most
of the disadvantages be dropped ?

4, Assuming such a plan to be possible, what is its scope, and what are its limits ?

Although recent and former experience would suffice to enable me to sketch out such a plan as
that referred to in these questions, it would be undesirable on my part to assume that I am quali-
fied to draw the above lines of demarcation with precision, without having once more opportunities
of closely observing the working of European institutions of long standing, and without noting the
latest results obtained in them. The main feature of it, however, may be readily indicated it is,
that the advanced pupils be separated from ‘the younger ones, and be allowed o associate with
families and persons engaged in the ordinary avocations of life.

The number of pupils in attendance during the first portion of the year was forty-one, and
during the second part thirty-nine. To the withdrawal from the school of the two brothers who
left in the winter holidays the Director could not object, as the father brought proof that he had
offers from a jewellery-manufacturer and a watchmaker to receive them as apprentices.

The proportion of boys to girls in the institution was as twenty-seven to fourteen, and of
pupils who had previously attended to beginuners as thirty-four to seven. Twenty-four children
belonged to the southern and sixteen to the northern part of New Zealand. Ofago contributed
eight, Canterbury fourteen, Westland two, Wellington eleven, Napier one, and Auckland five.

Amongst the newcomers of 1893 there is one little boy of seven years who will never attain to
anything like average proficiency on account of his feeble intellect. There is another of twelve
vears, whose case differs so widely from the rest, and is so extraordinary, that it requires more than
a passing notice. I refer to the condition of the orphan who was brought to us from the Auck-
land orphanage on the 9th March. It is beyond doubt that, though this boy can hear perfectly
well and has an ntelligent expression, he is actually dumb. This sounds so paradoxical that
I add further particulars. To the gpecial inquiry why the boy was of little or no use, as
stated in the letter requesting admission, the honorary secretary of the orphanage replied, ¢ Because
he has been dumb from childhood, and has therefore been unable to acquire any measure of educa-
tion.” Again, from the honorary treasurer's letter. urging admission I quote  We find we
cannot teach him in our home, and it is important that he should be put in the way of ultimately
earning his living, and nof be an encumbrance to others all his life.”

Examination further shows The boy’s tongue is perfect in shape and size, and his other organs
of speech are intact. He has the use of his hands, and although lame in one leg he can walk fairly
well.  On being asked, viva voce, to bring a garden implement he will do so readily, and use 1t
intelligently also. As he cannot talk, he can neither read nor write. Though he appreciates what
is said to him on simple matters, he cannot count, and when asked, soon after his admission, to
show the number seven on the ball-frame he could not do so. As for speech or articulated
language, he may be said to be completely devoid of it.

I confess previous to my own examination of this boy the description as quoted above seemed
to me the usual mistake of taking imbecility for deaf-mutism. After it, however, and since, I have
regarded him as a kind of physiological and psychological marvel, and as a specimen of
humanity to be marked *“ exceedingly rare.” There is some satisfaction in being able to state that
after a year's practice of this boy’s vocal organs, and from a systematic exercising of his dormant
muscles, a decided change for the better has been wrought. May it continue,

The two new assistant teachers—Miss Jane Reid and Mr James M. B. Crawford—entered on
their duties immediately after the holidays. Their being new to the work of teaching deaf-mutes
militated, of course, against the study and rapid progress of their pupils. It was my duty and
immediate care, therefore, to give them model-lessons, and to alternately attend in their classes so
as to show them, by precept and example, what are the first principles of the oral system of educat-
ing the deaf, and how to apply those principles in a correct manner.

I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Minister of Education. G. vAN Ascm.
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No. 3.

Rerort oF THE MEeDICAL OFFICER.

Sig,— Christchurch, April, 1894.
I have the honour to forward the following report on the deaf-and-dumb asylum at
Sumner :—

The pupils now number forty-six—viz., twenty-six boys and nineteen girls. They have gene-
rally enjoyed good health, although a few were brought to my house for some trifling ailments.
From the 20th October to the 20th November last, twenty-seven pupils, together with two of the
steward’s children, had an attack of measles, they all did well.

I would respectfully call the attention of the Government to the crowded state of the school-
rooms, as also the sleeping-apartments, which are only just sufficient to accommodate the present
number of pupils.

Mr. Van Asch, with the assistance of the other teachers, still continues to take great interest
in advancing the education of the pupils.

The steward and stewardess are very painstaking, kind, and doing all in their power to make

those under their charge happy and comfortable.
I have, &e.,

The Minister of Education, Wellington. H. H. Prins, M.R.C.S., Eng.

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (1,650 copies), £1 2s. 6d.

By Authority SAmMUBL CosTALL, Government Printer, Wellington.—1894.
Price 3d.)
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