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1893.
NEW ZEALAND.

PUBLIC PETITIONS A TO L COMMITTEE
(REPORT OF, ON THE PETITION OF THE DUNEDIN CITY AND SUBURBAN TRAMWAYS COM-

PANY, LIMITED, RE USE OF ELECTRICITY AS A MOTIVE-POWER, TOGETHER WITH THE
PETITION, AND MINUTES OF EVIDENCE AND APPENDIX).

Brought up on 3rd October, 1893, and ordered to be printed.

BE POET.
Petitioners stato that they have entered into arrangements for the disposal of their tramways to a
new company, who make it an essential condition that electricity on the single-trolly system shall
be adopted as the motive-power. That, on application to the Public Works Department for the
issue of an Order in Council permitting the use of electricity as the motive-power, under the single-
trolly system, such permission was refused, on the plea that the use of the ground as a return-
circuit would interfere with the telephone system.

They pray that they be not debarred from adopting the single-trolly system as a motive-power
for their tramways.

The Committee having considered the evidence given before the recent Parliamentary Com-
mittee in England on a similar question, and all the other evidence submitted in connection with
the petition of the Dunedin City and Suburban Tramways Company (Limited), asking permission
to use electricity on the single-trolly system as a motive-power, beg to report as follows :—

1. That while the request of the petitioners, that the Government shall at its own cost insulate
the wires of its telephones, and take such other precautions as may be deemed necessary for making
their exchange a self-contained system, is clearly untenable at law, the Committee are of opinion
that, owing to the delicacy of the instruments employed, it will soon bo necessary to alter the tele-
phones in all large cities to the metallic-return; and they therefore suggest, in the interests of the
public, that the Government should as far as possible give facilities to companies desirous of esta-
blishing electrical tramways. The fact that the Government is first in the field, and (as acting under
statute) presumably within their legal rights, should not, in the opinion of the Committee, be con-
sidered to give them paramount right over the streets, which were primarily established, not for
telephone purposes, but for thepurpose of facilitating travel and transportation ; they belong entirely
to the Corporations for the above purposes, and any use of them for telephones must necessarily be
considered as subservient to this original easement of the public for highway purposes.

2. That it is desirable, in view of the facts disclosed in the evidence, that proper precautions
should be adopted to safeguard the rights both of the municipal bodies and the general public, and,
with this view, that any company desiring to introduce electrical energy for the purpose of traction
should have to submit to conditions similar to those contained in the clause proposed by the
English Parliamentary Committee (see Appendix II), or such modification thereof as further
experience may have rendered necessary; but the Committee are of opinion that these conditions
should not be such as to practically give the Government a monopoly of the ground-circuit, or to
impose such limitations as would be practically prohibitive, having regard to expense and the
commercial prospects of the undertaking, both in construction and working.

A copy of the evidence taken is herewith attached.
C. 11. Mills,

3rd October, 1893. Chairman.

PETITION.
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of Eepresentatives

in Parliament assembled.
The Petition of the Donedin City and Suburban Tramways Company (Limited), of Duuedin,
humbly sheweth, —■1. At the end of last year arrangements were entered into in England for the disposal of your
petitioners' tramways to a new company, in which the shareholders of this company were to take
paid-up shares for their interests.
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