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Thames District.
Mining operations during the past year have not been conducted so successfully as formerly,

especially in the vicinity of Grahamstown and Waiotahi Creeks. The principal main lodes at
the present time payable for working are pretty well taken out to water-level, and although there
is still a good deal of auriferous quartz left on the upper levels, the companies prefer letting
sections of their mines on tribute to employing labour to work the blocks. The general character
of the country in the vicinity of the Moanataiari and Waiotahi Creeks is a tufaceous sandstone, having
large numbers of thread-like veins of quartz running through the country rock in every direc-
tion, but generally branching away from one of the main lodes. Some of these thread-like veins
contain a deal of gold, and, although they may appear like the thickness of a thread in places, by
driving on them they sometimes widen out to 2in. and more in thickness, and are often full
of very rich specimen-stone. This is found to be the case in the Waiotahi and Cambria Mines,
where a large portion of the gold is obtained from these veins. There are still considerable blocks
of stone left which are not considered payable at present for working; but when once a more
effective and economical method of reducing and treating the ore comes into operation many
of these blocks will yet pay to take out. Lodes which a few years ago were looked on as valueless
are now being worked with success, and improvements are continually being tirade in appliances for
extracting thebullion, which all tends to point out that the day is not far distant when both the
mining and metallurgical operations in connection with gold and silver will be conducted on more
effective and economical lines.

Testing the Deep Levels. —As far as mining operations on the Thames proper are concerned,
the time is fast approaching when combined action will have to be taken by the companies holding
ground affected by the present drainage appliances to test the ground at a deeper level and to find
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Dokatea Range—

Tokatea..
Queen of the North
Royal Oak
Bismarck
Harbour View
Rob Boy
Try Again

30 0 0
3 0 0
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Cabbage Bay—Vizard's
iopukaitahi—Prospectors' ..
)pitonui—Lanigan's
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274 3 30 135 10,871 10 0 8,330 12 356 0 387 5 200 76 13

Sundry claims in other por-
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Totals .. 435 144 13668 0 23 240 86 12,203 1 40 11,170 16 391 10 873 19
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