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the 2nd February, 1888. They appear in the Government Gazette, Vol. i., 1888, p. 227. Ido not
think it necessary to read them. I will show what took place under these. What happened was
this : The Natives declined to appoint arbitrators to deal with the confirmed leases ; many ought
never to have been confirmed: it was a great concession to the lessees to have them confirmed.
They were asked by the Trustee, and they all came in and said they wanted the new leases. They
asked that the new leases should be sent to arbitration, but the Natives declined to appoint
arbitrators, save in one case, and in that one case the arbitrator never consented to the award.
What happened to the Natives was simply pure robbery—there is no other word for it. I will give
illustrations. The rent under one of the old leases was £60, £80, and up to £100, to be increased
every five years. The rent fixed by the arbitrators was £28. Parliament had no business to give
improvements and appoint arbitrators. If the rents were too high it should have said, "We will
reduce them;" but to make a new lease with perpetual renewal it had no power, and it was
simply monstrous. I will give illustrations of the arbitrations. They reduced the rent in the case I
have mentioned to £28, and the cost of the arbitration charged against the Natives was £80; so that
it cost something like three years' rent to pay the cost of the arbitration. These arbitrators were
local men. Mr. Livingstone was one. He was a man who took up a strong position against the
Maoris. I believe he was a fair man, but his land had been ploughed by the Natives. But I do
not care, if they had appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court as arbitrator, the Natives had no right
to have their property submitted to arbitration under the Act of 1887. Many of these Natives had
remained loyal to us during the whole of the rebellion; they were promised faithfully that their
land should not be touched if they remained loyal to the Queen; they got their land, and then
comes in this statute and says, they are bound to take a surrender of their lease, and go to arbi-
tration, and let the arbitrators fix what rent they please. I ask, would Europeans have submitted
to this? There are leases all over the colony; and if this law is to be applied to the Maoris, then
the Maoris have aright to say it shall apply to the Europeans. They say they are entitled to the
same rights as the pakehas. The Natives have a right to say, when leasing European lands, "We
shall have the rents reduced, and the terms of the leases altered, simply because we desire it."
No Parliament would sanction that, and why should that principle be applied to Maori leases ? I
will give other examples, from a list which I have in my hand.

The Confirmed Leases.
Arbitrators: Mr. James Livingston for the Lessors, Mr. R.H. Nolan for part of the

Lessees, and Mr. Cowen for remainder.

Upon this, evidence will be called. The costs of the arbitration heaped up by all these cases
were simply monstrous, and if it had been a long equity suit they would not have been so much.
The amount paid for arbitration must have exceeded hundreds of pounds. I have here a list of
thirty leases coming to £2,442, some of the rents being as low as £14, the highest, £605. I ask the

Eiddiford, F.
Wilson, W. andG....
Hobbs, A. S.
Johnstone, George ...
Pearce, G. V.
Caverhill, J. S.
Caverhill, J. S.
Newland, G. S.
Lysaght, F. V.
Lysaght, J. E.
Lysaght, J. E.
Symes, W.
Symes, W. and A. ...
Wilson and Frere ...
Wilson and Frere ...
Wilson and Frere ...
McBroom, W. C. ...
Eiddiford, F.
Bayly, G. F.
Nicholson, T. H. ...
Boss, J. ...
Gower, G....
Gower, W. and S. ...
Gower, W. and S. ...
Hutchison, G.
Wilson, W.
Turner, H. T.
Eiddiford, F.
Siggs, J. H.
Caverhill, J. S.
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