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Pass Subjects—Table I.—Numbers examined.

Pass Subjects—Table II.—Proportions calculated in Percentages.

S7. Percentage of school-roll, 0-5) , N -, n , v - -,
p ° on.-i \ («) and (o) combined.

For groups (a) and (5) combined the proportion passed per cent, of the school roll is in everjr
standard higher than the corresponding percentage for the whole district last year, the official per-
centage of passes for the fifty-four schools being 49-7, as compared with 42-95 for the whole district
(153 schools) last year. The percentage of failures on the sum of passes and failures is also lower
for every class : the percentage for Standards VI.-I.—that is, the official percentage of failures—is
19-4; for the whole district last year it was 25-08. No separate return has been made for these
schools before ; nevertheless, it is safe to say that we have in the facts just stated sufficient evidence
of an advance upon the whole in the quality of the work in pass subjects.

A qualification to this judgment must be made when we compare the percentages of failures for
the groups (a) and (b) respectively in the second of the above tables. The difference between them
is very marked in all the standards except Standard 11. In Standard VI. and Standard I. very-
plausible reasons may be urged for this difference : in the largest schools of group (a) special provi-
sion is made for the instruction of Standard VI., and a more careful selection is made by the
teachers of the pupils presented in Standard I. There remain Standards V.-111. : and it might be
thought that there also the disparity is due to essential differences in the circumstances of the
schools. Such a conclusion would, however, be unfair to at least half of the schools in group (b).
If, for example, we roughly divide the schools of group (b) presenting pupils in Standard V. accord-
ing to theresults of the examination, we find that one half of them (including schools of all sizes)
have an average percentage of failures of 21, the other half an average percentage of failures of 64.
Similarly dividing Standard IV., one half of the schools have an average percentage of failures of
19, the other half 58; Pond for Standard 111. the average percentage of one half is 24, of the other
49. It will be noticed in each case that one half of the schools in group (b) do as well or better
than the corresponding standards of schools in the group (a) ; and the other half very much worse.
The differences are far too great, and, after carefully discriminating schools for which special allow-
ance must be made during the year, one is forced to the inevitable conclusion that for about one-
third of the schools in group (b) the instruction given in the important classes Standards lII.—V.
is decidedly inferior in character. As I had different districts for 1887 and 1888, an exact or de-
tailed comparison is hardly possible, and my remarks on the several subjects must be chiefly
confined to criticism of existing faults. It must not be supposed that these faults are present in all
cases.

Beading and writing call for little remark : they are generally of passable quality, but in
perhaps the majority of schools the amount of comprehension of the subject matter displayed
leaves something to be desired. Arithmetic is generally the best-taught subject, though the atten-
tion given as yet to the amount and character of the oral lessons is less than they should claim.
An improvement manifest in the accuracy of the bills of parcels set in Standard IV. is counter-
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!s6tol... 4-0 18-1 74-9 66-4 49-7 16-5 j 24-7 19-43-1
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