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The condition of the schools examined by me, ag far as progress and attainments in the pass
subjects are concerned, can be most readily estimated by exhibiting in a tabular form the results of
examination. For the purpose of comparison wherever a comparison might prove instructive, the
corresponding results of the previous year for the whole district are also given in the subjoined
tables. Appendix I. to the Inspectors’ reports contains tables for the North Canterbury District as
a whole.
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Since the group of schools for which these statistics are compiled can in no way be considered
exceptionally favoured when compared with the rest of the district,it thus appears from Table A
that improvement is very general.. The percentage of presentation shows an increase on that of
last year in each of the standard classes, with a corresponding decrease of infants. It further
appears that the percentage of passes reaches a general result 23 above last year's. In point of
absentees and exceptions also the results are better. The second of the above tables gives more
detailed information on the matters summarised in the first, and from it too may be easily gathered
the gratifying fact that a distinet advance has been made on the results of the previous year, 1In
only two cases could an unfavourable comparison be instituted, and in these the falling off is more
apparent than real. That the rate of failure in the First and Sixth Standards should be higher for
a section of the district, composed in the main of country schools, than for the whole district is only
what might be expected, for it is exactly in these two standards that the returns for the four large
town schools most perceptibly raise the average of attainment.

The position occupied by class subjects is still one of little merit, though it is gratilying to
note improvement in drawing and geography. The percentages in the various subjects are:
Drawing, 88 for fifty-six schools; history, 89 for fifty-eight schools; geography, 57 for fifty-nine
schools ; and science and object lessons, 39 for fifty-nine schools. The general result is 43-45, as
compared with 40-93 last year.

The average marks in the separate subjects of the additional group are almost identical with
those of last year. Poetry receives 11-8 marks for fifty-nine schools; drill, 11'1 for fifty-seven
schools ; singing, 10-5 for fifty schools; sewing, 18-8 for fifty-eight schools; and subject matter,
12-1 for fifty-nine schools. The average of the sum of the additional marks for each school

is 57.
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