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TABLE A.—School Attendance.

It is worthy of note that the number admitted during the year (50,628) is
nearly one-half of the number (102,407) on the books at the end of the year. A
reference to the corresponding figures of former years shows that this is by no
means extraordinary ; that, in fact, the irregularity and fitfulness thus disclosed
are diminishing rather than increasing. It seems strange, however, that the
average continuance of the name of a child on the books of any one school should
not exceed two years. It cannot be supposed that the period of two years
represents anything like the average duration of the school-life of a child. It
may be that frequency of removal from one home to another—a conspicuous
feature of colonial life—accounts for the high proportion which the entrances
and dismissions bear to the whole number of pupils at any time enrolled. It
is probable, however, that this is due in a great measure to great irregularity of
attendance. The regulations relating to the quarterly returns of attendance
require the teacher to remove from the roll at the end of a quarter the name of
any pupil who, although enrolled, has not attended during the quarter; and any
such pupil on returning to the school must be entered on the roll as newly
admitted. It seems to be impracticable to institute such minute inquiry intothe
personal questions involved in this problem as could result in a certain knowledge
of the relative degrees in which migration, late entrance upon school-life, early
withdrawal, and gross irregularity—involving absence during many consecutive
months—affect the total numbers that come out year by year in the compilation
of the statistics. The facts for the year under review are—that the year 1884
ended with a roll of 97,238 names; that 50,028 names were enrolled in 1885;
and that, of the total of 147,866 names, only 102,407 remained at the end of the
year; so that the number of pupils removed from the roll in twelve months was
45,459, and the actual increase of 5,169 names on the roll represents simply the
difference between 50,628 admissions and 45,459 withdrawals. There can be no
doubt that the unsteadiness of the attendance militates against the efficiency of
the schools.

The districts in which the number on the roll at the end of the year is less
than twice the number of admissions are Auckland, Taranaki, Wellington, and
Hawke's Bay; and the districts in which it is noticeably greater are Nelson,
South Canterbury, Westland (where it is very much greater), Otago, and South-
land. It is remarkable that in the Wellington and GreyDistricts the sum of the
numbers on the rolls of the several schools at the times of their several inspec-
tions exceeds the number on the rolls at the end of the year; in every other
case the number at the more recent date is, as might have been expected, the
larger.

It will be observed that there is great disparity in the numbers of children
under the charge of the several Boards. For example, the average attendance
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