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The proportion of scholars learning drawing and singing was somewhat
larger than in the previous year. The number of those on the roll not learn-
ing writing was 1,060; the number not engaged in arithmetic was 1,678. The
corresponding figures for 1883 were 997 and 1,999. Auckland, Hawke's Bay,
Westland, and Otago are the only districts in which all the children on the rolls
are returncd as being taught writing and arithmetic as well as reading. 1In Tara-
naki, Wellington, and Marlborough all attending the schools were receiving in-
struction in writing as well as in reading. The number of girls on the books was
46,850, or 48:18 per cent. of the whole attendance ; of these, 34,5604, or 737 of the
whole, were taught sewing.

NumBer oF Pusric SCHOOLS.

The number of public schools returned as being in operation at the end of
1884 was 987, being an increase of 44 over that of the previous year. A return
of the schools in the several education districts, including a statement of the
expenditure on each for the year, and of the names, status, and rates of emolu-
ment of the teachers employed in them during the last quarter, is given in the
Appendix, Table No. 11, pp. 13-50. The following table shows the dis-
tribution of large and small schools in the several districts, and supplies other
information concerning them :—

TABLE D.—NUMBER OF SCHOOLS OPEN AT THE END OF 1884,

(In this enumeration every two half-time schools are reckoned as one school, except in the column for number of .
such schools.)
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The proportional increase in the number of schools during the year was
somewhat less than the increase in the average attendance; for, while in 1883
the mean average attendance at each school for the last quarter was 766, it had
risen to 77'8 in 1884. The number of half-time schools is reduced by four.
This class of school is maintained in Auckland and Otago only, all but six of
them being in the former district. The sparseness of the population in many
parts of the Auckland District has necessitated the establishment of half-time
schools in order to afford the means of school instruction to the children in those
localities. The report of the Auckland Board supplies interesting information as
to its efforts on behalf of the settlers in the outlying districts. The number of
schools aided under the provisions of section 88 of the Act has increased from 48
to 70 during the year. The increase in the number of such schools has been
mainly in Marlborough, Nelson, South Canterbury, and Wanganui.

Tleven small schools were closed in 1884, as compared with six in the previous
year. The closing of small schools is usually owing to such causes as the
following: A weak school has been closed, and a strong school established in
another part of the district where a larger number can attend; two weak half-
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