1883.
NEW ZEALAND.

HARBOUR DEFENCES OF NEW ZEALAND

(PAPERS RELATING TO).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Ezcellency.

No. 1.
His Excellency the Govesrnor to the SEcrETaRY of StaTE for the CoroxiEs.
My Lorp,— Government House, Wellington, 17th January, 1883.

‘With reference to my Despatch, “ Separate,” of this date, transmitting a report from Major
General Scratchley, respecting the progress made in the defences of the principal ports of the
Australasian Colonies, your Lordship will observe that no commencement has yet been made in the con-
struction of batteries for the defence of the ports of New Zealand. I propose, therefore, taking up
this question as soon as I am able; and I do not anticipate that any difficulty will arise on the part of
my Ministers, in giving effect to any suggestions that 1 mayItlelink it advisable to make on the subject.

ave, &e.,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, &ec. Wu. F. DrumMmosd JErvols.

No. 2.

His Excellency the Governor to MINISTERS.
Memorandum for Ministers.

SivcE my arrival in New Zealand, I have examined the ports of Wellington, Auckland, Lyttelton,
Port Chalmers, Dunedin, and the Bluff, with regard to the means to be adopted for their defence; and
T consider that, before erecting any batteries upon the recommendations contained in Colonel (now
Major-General) Scratehley’s report, dated 1st March, 1880, more full consideration is necessary with
regard to the works required than it was possible for Major-Greneral Seratchley to bestow in the limited
time at his disposal when he visited this colony: indeed, it was, I. understand, with this view that
Ministers requested him to pay a second visit to New Zealand. His engagements connected with the
defences of several Australian Colonies prevented his complying with thisrequest. He is now in Eng-
land, and there is no prospect of his being able again to place his services at the disposal of the
Government of this colony.

2. Tt is necessary, therefore, that the assistance of some other officer skilled in military engineer-
ing should be obtained. I shall have great pleasure in placing my services, so far as time and circum-
stances will permit, at the disposal of the colony, with respect to this or any other question with which
I may be conversant ; but, for obvious reasons, I cannot undertake executive work in preparing plans
and other such matters.

3. I therefore suggest, for the consideration of Ministers, that application should be made to the
Imperial Government for the services of an Engineer officer for this duty, to be selected with special
reference to his knowledge of matters relating to the design and construction of batteries for harbour
defence.

4. The presence of such an officer in this colony would only be required for a few months; but it
would probably be desirable to apply for his services for one year, including the time of his passage out
and Home,

The cost of this arrangement would probably be about £1,000.

Wu. F. DrumuMonp JERVOIS.

Government House, Auckland, 14th April, 1883.

No. 3.
The PremIer to His Excellency the GovEERNOR.

Memorandum for His Excellency.
MivistErs beg to thank the Governor for his memorandum in reference to the defences of the colony.
Money has been appropriated by the General Assembly for this purpose, but Ministers have felt some
difficulty as to the best mode of carrying out the intentions of the Legislature.
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