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1882.
NEW ZEALAND.

THE GOLD FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT ON).

Return to an Order of the House of Representatives, dated 3rd August, 1869.

““That it is desirable that the Government should cause to be laid upon the Table of this House, during each session, a
report embodying a general account of the present condition of the gold fields of the colony, their advancement or
otherwise during the preceding year, and their probable prospects; together with particulars showing the average
price of provisions during the year on each gold field, the rate of wages, estimated population, and such other infor-
mation as would afford a comprehensive idea of the general condition of the mining interests in the colony ; and that
His Excellency be requested to forward a copy of such report to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies.”’—
(Mr. W. H. Harrison.)

Secretary for Gold Fields Office,
Sir,— Wellington, 21st June, 1882.

I have the honor to forward the general report upon the gold fields for
the year ending the 81st March, 1882, with the detailed reports of the Wardens
for their several districts, and statistical tables containing information of the same
character as formerly published, and also reports from the managers of water:

races. I have, &c.,
The Hon. William Rolleston, Jamues McKERROW,
Minister of Mines. Secretary for Gold Fields.
REPORT.

I is gratifying to observe that during the past year there has been continued
activity in mining operations upon the gold fields, both in the further development
of established auriferous quartz mines and alluvial areas, and in the prospecting of
new ground. ; }

Quartz Mining.—The newly-discovered quartz reefs at Tiki, Coromandel,
have been worked with considerable vigour and enterprise in outlay, showing
excellent results, which testify to the rich character of the stone. At Te Aroha,
owing to the discovery of a very large body of auriferous quartz, which has been
traced through the bush for miles, running north-by-east along the back of the
range, returning confidence is manifested in the field by the opening of the reefs,
by the introduction of machinery, and in the construction of roads, prospecting
tracks, and the rapid extension of a considerable township. TFurther prospecting
of the Terawhiti reefs, near Wellington, has been carried on. From Collingwood,
discoveries of remarkably rich stone arereported. New discoveries of gold-bearing
quartz up Mokihinui and Waimangaroa Rivers, and Cascade Creek, near Westport,
have led to several applications for mining leases in those localities. There has
been great activity in gquartz mining at Lyell, both in prospecting new reefs and
in the further development of old claims. Reefton has been in a state of excite-
ment for some time past, owing to the striking of rich stone in various of the
quartz mines there, and during the year applications for an extraordinarily large
number of mining leases and special claims have been made. Active operations
in prospecting and developing the reefs have, meanwhile, been carried on. A
beginning has been made in the introduction of the rock-drills referred to in last
year’s report. The County Council, with assistance promised by the Mines
Department, have also ordered a diamond drill, capable of boring to a depth of
2,000 feet.
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Quartz mining in Wakatipu district, Otago, is being steadily developed at
several points. At Macetown nearly fifty leases and extended claims have been
taken up, and many of them are now being worked. Some rich reefs have
recently been discovered on the south-west side of Advance Peak, and, continuing
in the same line to Skipper’s and the Rees River, we find several companies at
work in these localities, with good prospects of success.

The returns from quartz mining for the year ending 81st March, 1882, are as
follows :—

Tons of Qunces
Quartz of
Auckland,— Crushed. Grold.
Coromandel ... 3,447 7,848
Thames .. 30,698 45,804
West Coast,—
Reefton . 14,894 20,154
Lyell 8,200 4,444
Otago,— .
Cromwell ... 2,600 2,535
Arrow .. 8839 8,796
Skipper’s ... 2,084 711
65,712 84,792 from quartz.
Lawrence ... 8,853 from cement and quartz.

93,645 from quartz and cement.

The number of tons of quartz crushed is some 14,000 tons less than last
year ; but the yield of gold from this source is within about 4,000 oz. of last year’s
return. This is apparently accounted for by rich finds in the Reefton and Otago
mines; the former yielding this year 20,154 oz. from 14,894 tons of quartz,
against 17,802 oz. from 25,926 tons of quartz last year; and the latter yielding
this year 7,042 oz. from 8,473 tons of quartz, against 7,097 oz. from 13,925 tons
of quartz last year. :

The following is a comparative return of quartz erushed, and relative yield of
gold in New Zealand and Victoria for 1881: New Zealand, 65,712 tons, 84,792 oz.,
or loz. 5dwt. 19 gr. per ton; Victoria, 1,041,212 tons, 455,969 oz., or 8 dwt.
18 gr. per ton.

The efficacy of the methods of promoting quartz mining referred to in last -
year’s report—viz., the opening of roads, and the granting of large areas under
difficult or exceptional circumstances—has been especially shown during the past
year at Tiki, Coromandel, where the subsidies granted from the Mines Depart-
ment’s vote towards the construction of tracks appear to have led to direct
results in promoting the opening of rich reefs, which have already yielded
substantial returns; and at Reefton and Lyell, where several special claims
exceeding the area of ordinary leases—in some cases including several old leases
—have been granted, in order to encourage enterprise in cases in which large
capital has been employed to overcome great difficulties, and this process has
apparently contributed to the success of quartz-mining operations in these
districts. A

~ The numerous points at which auriferous quartz is already opened out in the
colony and the results so far attained are but the mere earnest of what is yet to
come in this branch of mining.

A1 UviAL MINING.

The returns from this class of mining during the past year still maintain
about the same proportion as for several years, the yield from this source
contributing nearly two-thirds of the total yield of gold for the year.

At Charleston during the year the Government water-race dam has been
reconstructed, and steps have been taken to improve the feeder races supplying
the reservoir, and the improvement of the main race by tunnelling and other
works is now in hand. When the permanently-increased water supply expected
from these improvements in the carrying capacity of the race is available, it is
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anticipated that much of the ground which is now lying idle in the once prosperous
Charleston gold field will be worked by sluicing to considerable advantage. The
_reconstruction of the Government water-race dam at Kumara has also been com-
pleted during the year, and the main race has been widened so as to admit of a
larger supply of water being delivered to the claims upon the completion of the
Government sludge-channel, which has recently been effected. This has led to a
more general system of ground-sluicing there upon a large scale; and, as the
channel appears so far to work well, we shall soon no doubt hear of considerable
returns from this improved method of alluvial mining in that locality. This
sludge-channel, or immense tail-race, is 85 chains in length, the lower half of the
tunnel measuring 9 feet by 7 feet, with a line of rails on either side of the
sluicing-box in the centre, the upper half being 7 feet by 7 feet, with a line of
rails upon one side, the channel discharging its heavy load of water, stones, and
debris direct into the deep bed of the Teremakau River below. Notwithstanding
the apprehensions of the miners when this work was first designed, it has been
found in practice that the fall as recommended by the Government engineers is
ample. The fall as it now stands is 1 in 26 and 1 in 28; and this fact will no
doubt be interesting to miners, as showing that in large tail-races, such as this is,
the fall can safely be made much less than has been found necessary in the smaller
tail-races which miners usually construct. This, it will be recognized, is of great
importance, where it is necessary to make the most of the fall, so as to allow of
further extensions of the channel as the tailings accumulate. The most remark-
able circumstance in alluvial mining during the year is the recent revival at Wood-
stock, which is situated within a few miles of Hokitika, and only a short distance
from the old workings at Kanieri. Here the discovery of payable washdirt at a
depth of 50 to 60 feet soon led to further interest being taken in the matter, and
later to a rush, which is now reported to amount to about 1,200 men. An account
of this discovery will be found in Mr. Warden Giles’s report in the appendix, and,
as he remarks, ¢“The circumstances of this discovery are suggestive of the vast
extent of ground which may yet prove auriferous without going into the more
inaccessible parts of the country to look for it.”

The recent discoveries of deep leads in the Ida Valley and other mining
districts of the colony in the vicinity of old workings are confirmatory of these
observations. ,

Operations upon the special claim of 100 acres at Ross, referred to in last
year’s report, have been pushed on with vigour, the large drainage tunnel in
course of construction having apparently already proved of advantage in draining
the flat. A report by Mr. Cox, Assistant Geologist, upon the Woodstock gold field,
the Ross special claim, and the Humphrey’s Gully District, referred to by Mr.
Warden Giles, follows this report in the appendix.

It will be seen from Mr. Warden Keddell’s report that the work of dredging
the Clutha River, at Roxburgh and Alexandra, still continues. The results at
the former place have been very encouraging; but at Alexandra the dredging has
not been so successful. There the Dunedin Gold-dredging Company have a very
complete plant. The machinery is driven by a 70-h.p. engine, and 170 tons of
stuff per hour can be lifted from a depth of 22 feet. The arrangement of dredging-
buckets is upon the usual inclined-ladder principle; and at every third or fourth
bucket there is a tooth of iron which strikes the river-bottom like a pick, and
loosens the stuff for the buckets. The dredge is moored to four anchors; and, by
means of clutches, worked by steam on board, the dredge can be brought to bear
upon any portion of the river-bed.

The action of the steam dredge, so far as raising the stuff is concerned, is a
great success; but the separation of the gold is in a measure only as yet in the
experimental stage. Having so much stuff to treat, it has to be done by a whole-
sale method. Tt is received at the upper end of a revolving perforated cylinder,
which allows the stones and coarser particles to pass through the other end to the
river, the finer sand and gold finding its way through the perforations to a con-
centric revolving cylinder, which in its turn makes another assortment of the
auriferous sand, the finer particles and gold again passing through its perforations
to the revolving-pans, where it is triturated, and the gold amalgamated by
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mercury. Very great expense and ingenuity have been devoted to these experi-
ments in gold-saving by the well-known engineer, Mr. McQueen, of Dunedin,
who is the chief promoter of this company.

Mr. Warden Wood’s special report in the appendix shows the progress of the
Gabriel’s Gully Sluicing Company’s special claim, Tuapeka, which was more
particularly referred to in last year’s general report. The Shotover Terrace,
‘Wakatipu District, so famous in former years for its rich yield of gold, is again
taken up by companies, and water is being brought from Stoney and Skipper’s
Creeks to wash away the terrace with over 100 feet of face.

Yicrp or Gorp.

The quarterly returns of gold entered for export at the Customs naturally
exhibit considerable variations in quantity. Thus, the yield of gold for the year
ending 31st December, 1881, as ascertained, from this source, shows a falling-off of
84,687 oz., against the yield for the same period in 1880, the yields and relative
values being respectively 270,561 oz., value £1,080,790, and 805,248 oz., value
£1,227,252; but, as will be seen by the following table, the returns for the four
quarters ending 31st March, 1882 (the financial year), show an increase of
16,642 oz., value £59,244, over the returns for the year ending at the same date
in 1881 :—

YeLp of Gorp during Years ending 81st March, 1881, and 1882.

1880. Oz. Value. 1881. Oz. Value.
£ : £
June Quarter ... .| 71,619 288,105 | June Quarter... ... | 63,895 254,087
September Quarter ... | 69,631 279,654 | September Quarter ... | 83,710 332,787
December Quarter .. | 84,696 841,385 | December Quarter .| 72,815 291,684
1881, 1882.
March Quarter ... | 50,641 202,232 | March Quarter | 73,809 291,962
276,587 | £1,111,276 293,229 | £1,170,520

Increase during 1881, 16,642 oz., value £59,244.

The Statements Nos. 5 and 7, supplied by the Secretary of Customs, following
the appendix, show in detail the quantity and value of gold entered for duty for
exportation at the various ports during the year ending the 31st December,
1881; also comparative returns for the quarters ending 31st March, 1881 and
1882, from which it will be seen that the latter quarter gives an increased yield of
22,668 oz. over the former. The total yield of gold for the colony from 1857 to
the 31st March, 1882, as taken from statistical returns, is 9,861,011 oz., of the
value of £38,687,612.

MiNiNg POPULATION AND ITS EARNINGS.

Return No. 9, following the appendix, shows the number of miners on the
81st March, 1882, as 14,714 ; and, as the number twelve months before that was
15,063, the mean number for the year is 14,889. Taking the value of gold
exported during the same period, as has been done in former reports, as the
quantity to be divided between its producers, without counting any which may
be utilized in the colony, we have a total value of £1,170,5620, giving an average
earnings per man of £79 11s. for the twelve months ending 81st March, 1882, the
average earnings per man for the year ending 31st March, 1881, being £75 8s.
It is necessary to explain that these figures are only given approximately, as,
through the changing of Wardens upon the gold fields, the returns of the esti-
mated number of miners in the several districts show some variations which are
not apparently supported by actual circumstances, and such variations of course
affect the general results endeavoured to be shown above. As has been pointed
out in former reports, such average annual earnings as from £70 to £80 per man
would represent low average wages for men employed in colonial towns, with rent
to pay and all the expenses incident to town life; but the miner, settling as he
generally does upon his residence area, to which his annual miner’s-right fee of
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£1 entitles him, and living in his independent way, frequently combining his
work with agricultural and other pursuits, probably finds this income more equal
to his requirements than the apparently larger income may be to artisans in towns.

AIps T0 PROSPECTING, AND SUBSIDIES TOWARDS CONSTRUCTING TRACKS UPON
Gorp FIELDS, AND TOWARDS PURCHASING DiamMond DRILLS.

During the past year subsidies to prospecting parties have only been continued
until notice could be given that no further vote had been taken for this purpose;
and this system of aiding prospecting has now ceased, as it was found that no
tangible results were ever realized from it.

Upon the other hand, the vote administered by this department in aid of the
construction of tracks upon gold fields has proved most useful during the year,
subsidies to the extent of an equal contribution having been granted to the Coro-
mandel, Thames, Piako, Waimea (Nelson), Inangahua (Reefton), Grey, and West-
land County Councils towards the construection of tracks and roads upon gold
fields, further assistance having also been given from this vote towards cutting a
track to the Terawhiti Reefs, near Wellington. Frequent reference will be found
in the Wardens’ reports to the good work of opening otherwise almost inaccessible
auriferous country which this assistance has enabled the local bodies to undertake.
In many cases these prospecting tracks are so laid out as to fit in with communi-
cation by or between permanent roads, and in this respect they serve the double
purpose of opening the country to both miner and settler.

At the date of last year’s report, the Government diamond rock - boring
machine was under hire at the Kamo Colliery, Whangarei; and, as it was
afterwards applied for by the Bay of Islands Coal Company, the Government
decided to accept the offer of that company for its purchase. Another reason for
disposing of the machine to this company was that one diamond drill might be
permanently located in the neighbourhood of the mineral deposits of the North
Island. It is reported that the machine has been doing good work for the
company, and that they are pleased with their purchase.

As has been shown in another part of this report, advantage has been taken
of the vote in aid of purchasing drills, by the Inangahua County Council, a large
diamond boring machine having been ordered by that body, and its arrival may
be expected shortly. The Lake County Council has also applied for the subsidy
towards purchasing one of these machines, and is now in correspondence with
manufacturers upan this subject. The Tuapeka Prospecting Association proposed
to purchase a machine of a smaller description for prospecting the cement deposits
at Lawrence, and they were promised a subsidy towards the purchase of this or a
larger machine, but they do not appear to have moved further in the matter at
present. The Westland County Council has recently applied for assistance in
purchasing a diamond drill, and no doubt before long the object of the vote to
introduce these machines into the mining districts of the colony will be attained.

‘WaTer RaAcEs, &c., UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE MINES DEPARTMENT.

The Government water-races are the Argyle, at Charleston, the Nelson Creek,
near Ahaura, the Waimea—Kumara, supplying Stafford and Goldshorough and
Kumara, and the Mount Ida, at Naseby; the three former being directly under
the control of the department, and the latter being managed by the Trust estab-
lished under “ The Mount Ida Water-race Trust Act, 1875.” The Nelson Creek
water-race shows satisfactory returns against the cost of maintenance during the
year; but the profits from the Argyle and Waimea—Kumara races are more than
counterbalanced by the cost of 1econs‘mUmtmoF the dams, &c. (referred to in another
part of this report), rendered necessary in consequence of damage by floods in
March, 1881.  As stated in former reports, their cost, or even interest upon it,
cannot be recouped directly from the revenues of these works ; but they 1nd11eetly
repay the country in some measure by enabling a considerable number of miners
to earn fair wages.

Return No. 14, following the appendix, shows the receipts from and the
ordinary expenditure upon the Government water-races during the year ending
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31st March, 1882, and the annual report of the Mount Ida Water-race Trust, and
statement of accounts, will be found at Paper No. 22 in the appendix.

SETTLEMENT oN Gorp FIELDS.

On the Thames Gold Fields 20 applications for agricultural leases and 63 appli-
cations for residence sites have been dealt with during the year, and at the new
Te Aroha Gold Field 6 applications for residence sites and 57 applications for
business licenses have been made. On the Nelson South-west Gold Fields a
considerable number of agricultural leases have been renewed during the year
under “The Gold Fields Act 1866 Amendment Act, 1873, which entitles the
lessee to the freehold of the land without further payment at the expiration of
seven years from the date of renewal, provided that the conditions of the lease
have been complied with.

On the Otago Gold Fields, during the year, agricultural leaseholders, under
“The Mines Act, 1877,” have largely taken advantage of the right to purchase
alter three years’ holding, conferred by section 49 of the Act; and, as one of the
conditions of purchase is that at least one-half of the land shall have been planted,
cultivated, or otherwise improved, it will be seen that settlement upon the Otago
Gold Fields is still going on apace. Several blocks on the deferred-payment system
have also been taken up and settled upon, and in the recent disposal of the Otago
runs an area of about 250,000 acres within the gold fields has been withheld from
lease, and is now being surveyed and opened up by roads and bridges preparatory
to being offered for settlement next Summer. While this is satisfactory from the
settler’s point of view, great care will have to be exercised to leave ample outlets
for the tailings and other requirements pertaining to the mining industry. The
re-letting of over 2,000,000 acres within the limits of the Otago Gold Fields in noway
hampers the miner’s privileges with respect to prospecting or working ground,
bringing in water-races, or occupying land for residence; indeed the runholder
and the miner can each occupy the same country without any collision of interests.
It is the freeholder and miner who are in each other’s way.

DEPARTMENTAL.

During the year, partly owing to alterations in the policy of the department,
and to unusual activity in various transactions upon the gold fields, referred to in
other parts of this report, the business of the department has increased. I have
again to acknowledge the assistance of Mr. Wakefield, the Departmental Under-
Secretary, in the compilation of this report, and of the statistical and other
information, and for the collection of the Wardens’ reports, contained in the
appendix. I have also, as usual, to acknowledge the assistance of the Secretary
to the Treasury, Mr. Gavin, and the Secretary of Customs, Mr. Seed, in furnishing
the returns of revenue and of gold exported appended to this report.

JAMES McKERROW.
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APPENDIX.

AUCKLAND GOLD FIELDS.
No. 1.

Mr, Warden Kexrick to the Unprr-SEcrETARY for Gorp FipLbs.

Sre,— Warden’s Office, Coromandel, 1st May, 1882,

The chief feature of the past. year’s operations is the favourable testing of an entirely new
portion of the district—the Tiki. The opening of MeIntosh’s Bloek (Tiki) was a work of considerable
difficulty for the prospectors, owing to the absence of tracks and the rugged nature of the country; but
the result of the construction of a road to this portion of the field has proved the wisdom of the
Government in giving aid to works of this nature. It has enabled miners to get machinery on to
ground where before 1t was impossible to take a pack-horse.

The local governing body had not funds to make a road to connect the township with the claims;
but in order to take advantage of a promised subsidy of pound for pound from the Grold Field vote, the
County Council obtained an overdraft from the bank. On completion of the road, a ten-stamper
battery was immediately erected by the Blackmore and Home Rule Companies conjointly. An engine
was transported to the site under extraordinary difficulties, and, since completion, has been constantly at
work, having treated over 2,000 tons of quartz, forayield of 8,194 oz. of gold. Before giving details of
work accomplished by the leading mines in this locality, reference should be made to a great obstacle
to the speedy and complete development of this portion of the district—namely, the fact of the richest
mines being situated on private property. This so militated against the opening of the block that, for
some months after the first discoveries were made, prospectors were afraid to continue operations
owing to an impression that no title could be given by the proprietors of the land for a longer period
than two years. When this question was settled another sprang up, involving the title to the most
valuable part of the block, aud many miners left the field in consequence. There is no doubt but that
the fact of the land being private property retarded its earlier development; nevertheless the output
of gold from the two mines (Blackmore’s and Home Rule), which have been thoroughly worked, has
satisfactorily proved the rich character of the numerous lodes found on this (Moore’s or Mclntosh's)
Bloek, at Tiki.

Blackmore’s—This mine is a network of reefs near the surface, most of them auriferous; several
of them have yielded rich stone. In the low levels, several well-defined lodes have been worked with
fair success; chief among them is the No. 4 or Home Rule Reef, which has been sunk on by a winze
a distance of 115 feet from the surface, carrying good gold the whole way. A level has been driven
300 feet connecting with this winze; and a block of ground, 110 feet deep by 300 feet in length, along
the course of the reef, is now ready to be stoped out. A very substantial self-acting tramway, with
hopper, &c., has been constructed at considerable outlay.

Home Rule~In this mine operations have been confined to one reef, which has proved of great
value, over 1,300 ozs. of gold having already been obtained from less than 400 tons of dirt, enabling
the company to pay their share of the cost of the battery, all working expenses, and a first dividend
of 1s. per share. A low level is now being driven from the reserve ground adjeining, at a point
near the battery. Between thirty-five and forty men are constantly employed at this and Blackmore’s.
The works in hand are estimated to provide payable crushing material for the battery for the next
two years. Several other mines are working in this locality, and give promise of payable returns,
especially the Perseverance. At Matawai, to the west of Castle Rock, on Crown land, a new line of
reef has recently been opened up by two prospectors—Vizard and Vaughan. Gold of a very rich
coarse character, showing freely in the stone, has been obtained from a reef varying from 4 to 5 feet
across ; also, in a shaft commenced 30 feet from where the reef was first cut, there is upwards of
1 cwt. of stone on hand, which will go above half an ounce to the pound. There bhas not yet
been sufficient work done on the reef to enable any one to speak as to its permanent richness; but, ag
regards the prospect of this find, they excel anything the claims on the adjoining private land, at the
Tiki, had to show in their earlier days. Vizard the prospector has been for years prospecting and
working about this portion of the district. A battery is in course of erection in the vicinity of this
mine, which will be of easy access to miners, situated on the slopes of the ranges bordering on the
Matawai Creek, and which, it is hoped, will increase the output of gold for the coming year.

Tokaten District.—An improvement is noticeable in this old-established portion of the district;
more miners are at work, and several during the year have sent payable stuff to the batteries.

Tokatea Mine.—This mine has a reef of great reputation, having for ten consecutive years pro-
vided crushing stuff which enabled the company to pay handsome sums in dividends, gold to the value
of £132,000 being extracted before a single call was made upon the capital of the company, when,
having worked the block out down to the 650-feet level, it became necessary to put in a lower one,
which was done at the joint expense of the Tokatea and Bismarck Companies, as far as the Bismarck
boundary. It is now nearly three years since this great work was started. It was carried on for a
distance of 400 feet by hand labour through basaltic rock, costing £6 10s. per foot, and where only
from 8 to 4 feet a week could be driven. In order to cheapen the work and increase the speed, the
company imported from America two rock-drills and an air-compressor. The latter was erected at the
mouth of the adit, driving the drills at a pressure of 65 lbs. to the square inch, giving 300 blows per
minute, and making as much headway in twenty-four hours as hand labour had done in a week. in
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this manner the level was carried forward a distance of 1,050 feet from the mouth of the adit, 1 ton of
dynamite being consumed in the work. At this point the lode-channel was cut, when the softer nature
of the country allowed the rock-drill to be dispensed with, the level continuing along the course of
the reef, first in the Bismarck Company’s ground then in the Tokatea, keeping the reef in hand the
whole of the distance to the present face, which is now in 2,150 feet from the entrance. There is yet
a distance of 600 feet to be driven on the course of the lode, when the largest block ever opened in a
mine in this colony will be ready for stoping out.

Bismarck.—During the six months or so that this company have been breaking down the reef,
878 oz. of gold has been obtained.

Gem.—This is the only other claim working on the Tokatea reef. Operations are now directed to
the testing of an extensive but as yet unexplored section of the Tokatea lode left intact from the
Bismarck boundary. If the works prove successful it will lead to a large area of ground being worked
that now lies idle between the Bismarck and Tokatea batteries. The general belief was that the
Tokatea reef did not extend in that direction, but the present prospects of the Gem indicate its probable
continuance through the country. '

Queen of the North.—Situated some distance to the north-west of the Tokatea; has turned out
552 oz. of gold during the year, the result of two or three men’s desultory labour.

Royal Oak, Pride of Tokatea, and Harbour View have all been unworked by their respective
companies, but tributers in all these mines have been more than averagely successful. These three
companies have wisely reduced the area of their respective boldings.

The Colonial is some distance east of the Tokatea, along the main range in the Rakaia Gully. The
upper portion of the ground was worked years ago by the Rakaia Company, who obtained good gold;
but, as the leaders pinched out in a shaft sunk from the low level in some hard country, the mine was
abandoned. The Colonial picked up their leader on the surface lower down the gully, and after driving
along, it rose at the point where the former owners of the ground sunk their shaft, proving that, had
it been sunk 9 feet lower, they would again have had the leader in hand with payable gold. The
Colonial has carried on work for twelve months without making a call, has paid a 6d. dividend, and
expects to be in a position to declare a larger one during the winter, as good crushing stuff is now
coming to hand. There are several claims now at work in this neighbourhood, of which the Stanley,
Hope, and Comstock are the most prominent.

The Success is about a quarter of a mile still further east, high up on the main range. This mine
has created general interest, and puzzled the oldest and most experienced miners by the peculiar
manner in which the gold occurs. It is found in a narrow seam incased in very hard rock. The gold
has to be scraped off the foot wall, and is almost pure, and, when washed, looking very brilliant.
During the year 520 oz. bave been banked. It is worthy of remark that not a single ton of stone has
been crushed for this yield, though at the bottom of the last level gold was beginning to make in
a solid quartz leader a few inches in width. A low level is now being driven, and the further develop-
ment of this mine is being watched with great interest.

Paul’s Creek District.—There has long been a belief in the existence of rich reefs in this part of
the district, due to the discovery of detached pieces of quartz literally full of gold. The Paul’s Creek
Prospecting Association was formed early last year for the purpose of discovering the reefs which shed
this rich stone, and steady work has for some months been carried on, as yet without result.

The Kapanga Gold Mining Oompany of New Zealand (Limited).—~During the past year, this com-
pany has sunk its shaft a further distance of 150 feet, the total depth being now 450 feet from the
surface. At this depth a crosscut has been driven east 150 feet, which intersected the old Kapanga
reef, where it is found to be from two to four feet wide, yielding golden quartz. A drive is started on
the line of reef to open out blocks for stoping. The next operation of importance accomplished was
driving a crosscut from the 300-feet level to a reef known as Scobty’s, which was cut at a distance of
180 feet from the shaft. It yields at times very good specimen stone together with good general
crushing stuff. The general prospects of this company are encouraging, and after a few months’ more
dead work continuous crushing operations will be resumed. The company, in addition to its battery,
possesses a large plant of steam pumping and winding machinery equal to any emergency likely to be
met with in sinking the shaft to a depth of 1,000 feet if necessary.

Deep-level mining operations on the Beach Block are brought to a standstill. In the early part
of the year the Union Beach made arrangements for further prospecting, the plan being to drive from
the Grolden Pah shaft through an unexplored block of ground to the Union Beach old workings, but
just as preliminaries were completed a flood swamped the mine and did so much damage that the
Grolden Pah never resumed operations, and are about to sell their plant and wind up the Company.
This course has been followed by the Union Beach. It is a pity that the directors of the latter mine
did not think fit to continue operations in developing the reefs under those parts from which such rich
returns (£70,000 worth of gold) were formerly obtained. The obstacles to be overcome were not of
such a nature as should deter mining investors from prosecuting the work of sinking a shaft near the
old run of gold, and with machinery already erected and in good working order, there was every
facility for doing so at a moderate outlay.

The Just in Time is the name of a company formed for the purpose of working a portion of the
late Premier Company’s ground. A shaft is being sunk and a steam pumping plant erected, with
every prospect of the company being repaid their outlay, as the ground has been worked to the water
level with excellent results by the former owners. '

During the year ended March 81st, 1882, 8447 tons of quartz have been treated, yielding
7,348 oz, of gold, an average of over 2 oz. to the ton, as against 720 tons of quartz, yielding
4,960 oz. of gold for the year ended 8lst March, 1881. By the return for 1882, 8,194 oz. of gold
resulted from the treatment of 2,147 tons of quartz, taken from the newly-opened ground at the
Tiki. It will be seen that, though the average yisld per ton is considerably less than that of the preced-
ing year, the total yield of gold shows an increase of 2,388 oz. There is every reason to believe that
this gratifying increase will be maintained during the present year. The steady yield from the Tiki,
new discoveries at Matawai, and increasing output from some of the older mines justify this belief,
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During the year 441 notices of marking oub claims have been received, 28 registrations of various

holdings have been effected, and 85 applications for licensed holdings made.

It will be remembered that the large number of claims at the Tiki being on private land do not
appear in our returns, neither are miners’ rights required by the men working thereon.

In the Warden’s Court 65 cases have been adjudicated upon; in the Resident Magistrate’s Court

183 civil and 58 criminal cases have been disposed of, I bave, &e,,
Harry KENrICE,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.

No. 2.
Mr. Warden Kexrick to the UnpEr-SECRETARY for GoLp-Fierps.
SiR,—— Warden’s Office, Thames, 13th May, 1882.
In forwarding my annual report upon this portion of the gold fleld, I commence as usual at
the northern portion of theldistrict adjacent to the Coromandel Field—rviz., at Tapu Creek, Hastings.

During the past year a considerable amount of work has been done in this portion of the district,
principally dead work, the result of which is as yet in the future. At a considerable outlay the old
battery has been placed in working order and a water-race brought in. Several claims have been
taken up and a good deal of prospecting done. Some good stone has been obtained from the Christmas
and other claims and one or two small crushings have taken place with fair results.

The Tapu District is one that requires capital to develop. At present there seems but a small
prospect of this being forthcoming. Without 1t I anticipate little change for the better during the
coming year. '

From Tapu to the Thames some prospecting has been done during the year, chiefly at Waioma,
but as yet with little or no tangible results, nothing payable having been found.

At Tararu, after years of solitude, there appears every prospect of active operations being again
started in the old Sunbeam ground. This ground, having been abandoned by its original owners, has
been taken up by the owners of the Tararu Battery, twenty stampers, who are preparing to start
operations. I hear that some English capital has been put into the scheme. The intention is, I
believe, to work the Sunbeam Reef, an immense lode of low-grade quartz tapped in a tunnel put in at
some 1,500 feet from the mouth of the drive, and at about 400 feet below the surface outerop of the
reef. The enterprise is a large one; should it prove successful it should do much to encourage the
further testing of the many large lodes on this field, commonly called barren. The introduction of
modern economieal appliances to cheapen the crushing and assist in the saving of gold may yet prove
that many of these lodes can be made to pay a handsome return on the capital ventured. Itis
therefore to be hoped that this new venture may prove all its promoters anticipate,

In the Thames proper, no new discovery of note has been made in the old mines during the past
year; the most noteworthy incident being the successful pumping of the Queen of Beauty shaft and
mine, enabling fresh operations to be commenced in ground so long idle, aud which when flooded out
was yielding such excellent returns. This mine should come to the front dnring the ensuing year as
a gold producer. v

Another enterprise that may lead to the most important results is the formation of what is known
as the Deep Level Tribute Company, for the purpose of purchasing the big pump, and by its aid
draining the 600-feet level, with the intention of working on tribute all the ground in the various
claims within the drainage area below. the 400-feet level. The scheme has been successfully floated,
the necessary capital subscribed, and active preparations are now being made for a start. I need
scarcely say that the discovery of payable gold at the depth referred to would have a most beneficial
effect upon the whole of the district.

It is in contemplation, I believe, to call in the aid of the diamond rock-drill to assist in this new
venture, and it is probable that an application will be made to the Government by this or other com-
panies in the district to extend to them the benefit of the offer made to the local bodies—viz., to sub-
sidize to the extent of one-half the cost of purchase of one or more of these diamond drills.

Some rich stone has recently been obtained at Otanui, causing attention to be directed to that
hitherto neglected portion of the district. Exceptionally rich stone has at different times in past
years been found in this locality ; but the absence of roads, and the consequent difficulty of conveying
quartz to the batteries, have hitherto prevented any systematic exploration. A. subsidy has recently
been granted towards a road to open up this part of the district. I therefore anticipate that more
active operations will be carried on in the claims already taken up, and a large field opened for pros-
pecting during the coming year.

In the Tairua portion of the district, proceeding south, but little fresh work has been done. The
old claims are still working with, I believe, payable results, but there is no fresh discovery to record.

Further south, again, at Otchawa, some excellent yields have been obtained from the old claims
during the past year, but, though much fresh ground has been taken up, no fresh discovery of any
importance has been made, principally owing, 1 believe, to the small amount of work done in the
claims taken up. The vicious system of marking out ground for the sole purpose of trading in scrip
has been in full force in this and the Waitekauri districts during the past year, with the usual
result—little or no work is done, public faith in the district cools, money ceases to come in, and the
district is deserted by all but the very few who go in for bond fide working.

The regulations respecting the working of ground will have to be more stringently enforced in
the future or the larger portion of the field will remain undeveloped. It is precisely at the time when
speculation is active, and ground being taken up rapidly, that work should be enforced. The value
of a discovery is thus at once tested, to the benefit of the whole district instead of to the benefit of g
few pegging speculators in scrip only.

2—1H. 19.
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These remarks will apply in a measure to Waitekauri also. Though more working has been done
here, still it cannot be said that the district has been prospected (prospecting bere meaning work) as
it should have been, considering the rich yield from the Waitekauri Mine during the year. Good
tracks are much needed in this locality ; the old tracks may be said to be non-existent.
A subsidy has been granted to enable the County Council to construct a road at a cost of £850,
and the work not yet begun is urgently needed.
The busy hopeful state of mining matters in this portion of the district at the close of the last
year (March) does not now exist, but the present depression will, I believe, prove to be temporary
only. The district offers substantial inducements to the capitalists, but the money must be put into
the ground, and not into serip as heretofore. ‘
It is in contemplation to amalgamate four or five claims into one strong company at Waitekauri,
with the expressed intention of properly working the ground. A considerable saving in the cost of
management will then be effected, and the ground is sufficiently promising to justify a considerable
outlay in bonefide work.
At Karangahaki a new discovery has been made, but as yet it would be premature to speak of its
value. The find is much higher up the range than when the original Karangahaki rush took place.
The ground is more solid and less broken than below. The reef is a large one, cropping out on the
surface, as at Te Aroha. The eompassbearings would indicate that it is probably a continuation of the
Aroha Reefs. Should this prove to be the case, a large extent of intervening country remains to be
prospected. Some fair stone has been found, and the reef shown to be gold-bearing. A considerable
number of claims have been taken up, but as yet little work has been done except in the prospectors’
claim,
The extreme southern portion of the known gold fleld is at Waihi (Waititl). Here during the
past year a large amount of expenditure has been incurred in the erection of two batteries and the
bringing-in of tramways and water-races ; the result of this expenditure will be to the credit of the
" coming year. The batteries will probably start about the end of May. A large body of stone has
been opened up, principally in the Martha and Young Colonial Claims. Active operations are now
being carried on so as to have sufficient stone ready to keep the batteries going. Opinions as to the
value of this part of the district differ as much as the various tests made of the stone. One thing
is certain—viz., that the claim-holders have thorough faith in the value of their property, and are
spending large sums of money in developing it.
The very large body of stone found in the ground, and the comparative cheapness with which it
can be raised, will make even low-grade stuff payable. Should the erushings prove payable, a new and
important field will be opened, the whole of the country back to the Aroha Range and south towards
Katikati being as yet unknown, or, at any rate, unprospected.
At the Waihi, near to the mines, a township has been laid off and several buildings have been
erected, including a substantial hotel. The mines are situated in a series of comparatively low fern
hills rising abruptly from the plains. Should they prove permanent, the stone will in the future have
to be won by sinking, when probably machinery for punping, &c., will be required. The Ohinemuri
River lies between the mines and the Aroba Range; it is from this source that water for the motive
power in the batteries is being brought. Timber and firewood can be readily obtained from the coast
range to the east, from one to two miles distant.
The settling of a permanent population at Waihi would prove a great boon to the settlers at
Katikati, affording them an excellent market for their farm produce. They appear fully alive to the
importance of this, as, through their County Counecil, they are hard at work forming roads to connect
the mines and settlement. The mines are within the Thames County, distant about fifteen miles from
Paeroa Township on the Ohinemuri River, where steamers land goods from Auckland; but the road
from the river to the mines is so bad that the trade is being diverted, and goods are forwarded vid
Katikati and Tauranga.
A retrospective view of the mining operations throughout the district during the past year will
show that the gold-producing arvea is gradually widening, holding out the reasonable hopes that the
yield of gold from the new districts, now that the dead work is partially done, will, during the coming
year, more than compensate for the falling-off in the yield from the few old and famous mines of the
ast. :

P ‘With the Aroha, Waihi, Matawai, and Tiki coming to the front in new ground, and with such
claims as the Queen of Beauty and Deep Level Tribute, with their prospects to add to the older
portion of the field, it will not be too much to say that the Thames as a gold field has still a bright
future before it.

The subsidies already granted have aided materially in opening up the out-distriets, more especially
at the Aroha and Tiki. But to develop the very large extent of untouched.country known to be gold
bearing will require a much larger expenditure on roads and tracks than the local bodies are in a

" position to undertake, even with the aid of subsidies.

-On this peninsula, where prospecting means work, time, and money, tracks require to be in
advance of the prospector; it is the absence of these tracks that is locking up the country at the
present time, .

The yield of gold for the year has fallen off some 7,351 oz, I regret to say, being 45,803 oz.
19 dwts. 6 grs., as against 53,154 oz. 2dwts. 5 grs. for last year. Quartz crushed, 30,698 tons;
tailings crushed, 12,566 tons ; as against 82,404 tons of quartz and 18,128 tons of tailings last year.

The number of miners employed in this part of the distriet has decreased about 100 during the
year, being 794 as against 900 last year.

Herewith I have the honor to forward the usual statistical return of applications and cases dealt
with in the Court and office :—Miner’s rights issued, 680 ; claims notified as marked out, 532 ; licensed
holdings granted, 126; agricultural leases granted, 20; water-races, 15 ; machine sites, 3; residence
sites, 63 ; registrations effected, 588. Warden's Court: Cases commenced, 718 ; heard, 207 ; lapsed,
}15; pending, 391. A large number of these cases are plaints laid by the Mining Inspector for

’
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forfeiture of abandoned but skill existing rights that have been permitted to accumulate during past
years. Resident Magistrates’ Court: Criminal cases, 277 ; civil cases, 407 ; aggregate amount sued
for, £3,354 1s. 7d. ; recovered £1,879 19s.

It will be noticed that the number of criminal offences has decreased considerably during the
past year, being 277 as against 832 for the preceding year.

Paeroa returns are not included in this. I have, &c.,

Harry KENRICE,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.,

No. 3.

Mr. Warden KexrICOK to the UnpER-SkcrETARY for Gonp Frirrps.

Str,— ‘Warden’s Office, Te Aroha, 18th April, 1882.

I feel much gratification in being able to report that the favourable opinion of the future of
this district given in my last report has been realized even sooner than I anticipated. It will be
remembered that the rush that took place in November, 1880, was caused by the discovery of some
loose, rich pieces of stone, found on the western slopes of the Aroha Mountain. The hard belt of
country met with in driving and sinking in the various claims so disheartened the men engaged that
the field was deserted by all but a few believers in its future. Strange to say, little or no prospecting
was done on the eastern slope of the mountain. The heavy timber and precipitous nature of the
country might, perhaps in a measure, account for this. However, during the winter of 1881, Hone
‘Werahiko, the original discoverer of gold at the Aroha, thoroughly prospected the valley or basin on
the eastern slope of the main Aroha Range, at the head of the Waiorongomai Creek, in the face of
obstacles of no ordinary kind. In November last he discovered gold on the face of a large
reef exposed on the side of the range for a considerable distance, (about one mile and a half),
cropping up to a height of from 100 to 800 feet in places, above the tops of the trees This
reef has mow been traced from the plain at the mouth of the Walorongomai Creek,in a direction
west of north, for nearly two and a half miles through a densely-timbered country. Claims have
been taken up on the course of the reef for that distance; and in several claims gold has been
discovered on the face, or rather outerop, of the reef. = A drive has been put into the prospectors’
claim (new find) at about 100 feet below the place where gold was first discovered by Hone
‘Werahiko, This drive has been driven 20 feet into the solid reef, without reaching the wall; 5 feet
of this shows gold freely as on the outerop; in the rest of the stone gold is only visible ocea-
sionally ; but the pestle-and-mortar tests give good results. The gold is very fine, and contained
in small, black veins permeating the stone. Though fine, the gold is heavy, and easily saved. I had a
piece tested at the Bank, with a result of 2 oz. to the ton, value about £2 16s. an ounce. The
value of this discovery is much enhanced by the peculiarly favourable nature of the country in which
this great outerop of gold-bearing quartz is situated, the very precipitous nature of the country afford-
ing every advantage for economically and quickly testing the valuc of the stone, no pumping, winding, or
ventilating machinery being necessary, and but little timbering in the drives. The soft wall has in course
of ages worn away, leaving exposed this great outerop or wall of quartz standing up in places over 100
feet in height, overtopping the dense forest in which it is imbedded. This, coupled with the presence
of water-power with plenty of fall, should enable the reef to be profitably worked for less than % oz
of gold tothe ton. Of course it cannot be expected that the whole body of the stone is equally pay-
able, but sufficient is proved to justify the present prevalent belief that a good, payable reefing district
has been discovered.

In addition to these claims on the main line of rveef, broadside claims have been taken up in three
instances, resulting in the discovery of cross-reefs running into the main reef. As is usually the case
on this peningula, the cross-reefs are richer than the main lode.

In the Golden Crown, now the Premier claim, 4 oz. of gold has been obtained from a rough
crushing of 5% Ib. of stone. In the Bureka good results are obtained from every test made. Two
tong crushed at the Thames yielded over 8 oz. of melted gold, but of course all tests short of the
battery are more or less unreliable. However, experienced men from the Thames have satisfied them-
selves of the payable nature of the field, and are backing their opinion as to its permanence.

Arrangements have been completed for the erection of two batteries, one of 40 heads. The old
Piako battery from the Thames is to be erected at the mouth of the Waiorongomai Creek. A large
amount of capital is being spent in the construction of a water-race and tramway in connection with
this battery. A second battery of 20 heads is to be erected farther up the creek, close under the reefs.

The Piako County Council have, with the aid of a subsidy from the Government, constructed a
fair pack-track along the eastern slope of the main range to the mines, starting from the main Thames
and Katikati Roads, near the mouth of the Waiorongomai Creek. This track rises to the height of
1,300 feet from the plain; and ends on the Premier claim, but it is intended to push it on to the
Thames County boundary, beyond which claims have already been taken up. It must be remembered
that the outcrop of the main reef is more than 2,000 feet above the plain. A second road is being
constructed, commencing at the mouth of the Waiorongomai Creek, following as far as practicable the
side of the stream, and gradually rising to a height of about 700 feet. This road is also subsidized by
the Government, and is intended for the carriage of machinery up the creek to the sites chosen for
the batteries ; also, to bring quartz down by tramway from the mines to the batteries at the mouth of
the creek. The prompt action taken by the Piako Council has materially assisted in developing these
discoveries, but a considerable expenditure will still be required on roads and tracks to the mines. A
foot-track has also been made from the Hot Springs on the western side over the mountain to the
new find on the eastern slope. i,

I have every belief that a permanent reefing district has been opened by this new discovery, and that
the ground taken up at present will prove but a small portion of the gold-bearing country. Standing
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on the trigonometrical station at the top of Mount Aroha the Waitekauri workings can distinetly be
geen in a line, or mearly so, with the outcrop of the Aroha reef. All experienced miners agree in
thinking it certain that the intervening country will sooner or later be proved gold-bearing. A con-
tinuation of the pack-track made by the Piako Council, from the Premier claim in the direction of the
Waitawheta Valley, would be a valuable aid to prospecting. This track would run through the
Thames County nearly the whole way, and would open up the agricultural leaseholders’ settlement in
the Waitawheta Valley.

The development of these mines will necessitate a considerable outlay and capital in the erection
of machinery and formation of tramways, races, &c., and, as a necessary. consequence, the employment

“of a large number of men, but the demand for labour is not likely to be great during the coming
winter.

Miners without capital would do well to wait the advent of fine weather before committing them-
selves to prospecting in this heavily-timbered, precipitous, hilly country, where prospecting will always
be a work of hardship, and require both time and money.

The new discoveries have encouraged men to retake up one or two of the old claims on the western
slope of the range, with the intention of giving them a good test.

A silver lode has also been discovered in a gully not far from'the Hot Springs, on the western face
of the Aroha Mountain ; but, as yet, very little has been done to prove its value.

A small township has been laid off by the Governors of the High School Reserve at the mouth of

. the Waiorongomai Creek, adjacent to where it is proposed to erect the Piako battery. The township
is in the gold field, and the sections are being rapidly taken up under the Mining Regulations. A
large and comfortable hotel is already built there. This township is about three miles from Morgan.
town, where also there has been a considerable demand for sections. Many new buildings are being
erected in Morgantown, and others are contemplated.

1 think that the permanent town will be at or near to Morgantown. Its proximity to the river,
steamers landing passengers and cargo almost in the town, coupled with the main Thames and Hamilton
roads meeting here, will assist this, independent of the fact that the principal buildings are already
erected on the site. The Hot Springs, which will always prove a =ource of attraction to visitors and
invalids, will also aid in keeping the town in its present position.

The shortest track to the new find is by the footpath starting from this township over the main
range at the back of the town,

The agreement made with the Aroha Natives concedes the right to mine for other minerals than
gold. The discovery of silver on a gold-mining lease raises the question of the right of the lessees to
minerals other gold. A slight amendment to the interpretation placed upon the words “ mining pur-
poses ”’ by the Gold Mining Districts Act of 1873, by the addition of the words after “ mining for gold

. of “ and other minerals ” would meet this difficulty ; always presuming that it is thought advisable to
concede the right to all minerals in the ground contained in a mining lease.

In conclusion, I can only trust that the present favourable prospects of this distriet will be justified
by the work of the coming year. 1 have already expressed the belief that a new and payable reefing
district has been opened, and one that from its proximity to a large agricultural district should prove of
colonial importance ; but, to utilize fully the present discoveries, as well as to open up the large extent
of country as yet scarcely prospected, a very considerable expenditure on roads and tracks is yet
required.

4 The following are the usual statistical returns for the distriet: Total number of cases, Warder’s
Court, Te Aroha, fromt the 1st April, 1881, to the 81st March, 1882, 102 ; Resident Magistrate’s Court,
48 ; miners’ rights issued, 122 ; number of claims notified pegged-ont, 262; applications for licensed
holdings, 76 ; water-races, 7 ; machine sites, 2 ; business licenses, 57 ; residence sites, 6 ; registrations,
239. A large number of residence and business sites have been taken up subsequent to the 31st
March and up to date. Harry Kenwicr,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Warden.

No. 4.

Myr. Mining Inspector McLAREN to the UxpEer-SECcRETARY for Gorp Frmrps.

Sir,— Mining Inspector’s Office, Thames, 12th May, 1882.

I have the honor to forward herewith statistics with report on mining operations carried on
in the Hauraki North, Hauraki South, and Te Aroha Gold Mining Districts, for the year ending 31st
March, 1882.

Huauraki South.—Mining matters generally have not been so prosperous as during the last year.
In the Thames District, prospecting operations in most of the old mines not being successful in
developing any find of great importance, the attention of miners and mining speculators has been
prineipally directed to the outlying districts. At Waitekauri, rich returns from Butler’s Tribute, in
the Waitekauri Company’s mine, caused the whole of the ground in the vicinity to be again occupied
for gold-mining purposes. At Owharoa, parties of tributers in the Smile of Fortune and Radical mines
met with very rich patches of gold, and during the excitement the old claims were again occupied. At
Karangahake a reef was discovered higher up the hill than where the old prospecting claim was situa-
ted, and an extensive area of ground occupied in that locality. At Otunui, and also at Tapu Creek,
rich parcels of specimens have been found and a considerable area of ground occupied in both these
districts. .

Kuranwi Hill United—A very limited amount of prospecting work at the low levels has been
done during the year, and, on account of non-payable returns, are now for a time abandoned. The
operations are confined to working on leaders over the tunnel level, and in driving a crosseut from
the Albion to the Shotover shafts. At the 80-feet level several promising leaders have been cut
through, and will be worked on as soon as ventilation is secured by having the drive completed. The
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returns of gold, which do not come up to the last year’s figures, are as follows, viz. :—1,870 tons of quartz
have been crushed, yielding 2,942 oz. of gold, value £6,703 13s.; of this amount, 1,723 oz, value
£4,307, was won by tributers, the company’s share of the gold amounting to £1,062 18s, 11d. The
prospects from the upper portions of the mine are still encouraging, and profitable employment for a
number of men for some time to come is almost certain.

Southern Cross.—In this mine work was discontinued at the low levels, and operations were cen-
fined to the upper portions of the grovnd, from which 490 tons of quartz were crushed for a yield
of 613 oz. 4 dwt. of gold. It is intended to commence prospecting at the low levels in a short time.

Caledonian.—Qperations have chiefly been confined to working on reefs at No. 1 level. The
yield of gold has been—for the company 492 oz 14 dwt., from 211 loads of quartz, and for the tributers,
813 oz. 12 dwt., from 572 loads.

Waiotaki—In this mine successful operations have been carried on during the year. The
whole of the quartz has been obtained from the reefs over the No. 3 level, and there are large blocks
remaining to be taken out before the quartz is exhausted between this level and the surface ; 718 feet
of prospecting driving has been done, 520 fathoms of reef stoped out, and 2,559 tons of quartz crushed,
yielding 4,085 oz. 10 dwt. of gold.

Golden Orown.—This mine has been very successfully wrought during the year. Prospecting
is being carried on at the 170-feet level, but the chief returns have been from the reefs between the
100-feet level and the surface; 1,050 feet of driving in cross-cuts and prospecting drives on veins
have been done, and 1,568 fathoms of reef and leaders stoped out, the yield of gold being 3,266 oz.
1 dwt., value £8,834 12s. 6d., from 6,500 tons of quartz crushed. This company have now acquired
the Cure mine and connected their levels with the workings of that mine. A large amount of payable
quartz will no doubt come from there as the cost of hauling and crushing will be now much less than
formerly.

Go}lrden Oalf.—This mine has been wrought chiefly at the No. 2 level, and the reefs have yielded
several payable returns.

Prince Imperial.—This mine has now become the property of the New Prince Imperial Gold-
Mining Company, and they are engaged in opening up one of the reefs at the lowest level in the shaft,
from which very encouraging prospects are obtained. A winze has been sunk on it, and they are now
intending to sink the main shaft in order to open another level.

Queen of Beauty Mine.—Operations during the year have prineipally been confined to the erection
of more extensive and powerful machinery, and enlarging and sinking the main shaft. A party of
tributers also are successfully working a reef at the No. 6 level in the Queen of the May section of the
mine for very rich returns of gold. The shaft is now sunk to a depth of nearly 600 feet from the
surface. The pump, a 12-inch one, was found to be insufficient to raise the water so as to admit of
sinking ; it was therefore decided to place another pump of the same size in the shaft, and there are
now two pumps and sets of main rods—one balancing the other. Three plungers are attached to each
rod. The water from both pumps is forced up a 15-inch pipe from the cisterns to the surface, and at
the bottom drawing lifts are used. A coupling piece connects them below the working barrels, and
only one wind-bore rests on the bottom of the shaft. This appears to work to great advantage, causing
a continuous flow of water, and the shaft is not hampered with more than one pipe at the bottom. This
mode of fixing pumps for raising water is an entirely new feature in deep mines, and its success reflects
much credit on Mr. George Black, the engineer and manager.

Deep Level Tribute Company.—This company has been formed to purchase the Big Pump, and to
work on tribute the whole of the ground below the 400-feet level in the Southern Cross, Kuranuni Hill
United, Moanataiari, Golden Crown, Caledonian, Golden Calf, and Waiotahi Mines. This will include
a considerable area which will be under where the richest deposits of gold were found on the field,
They are now engaged in sinking three winzes from the 400-feet level, on the No. 1 or Caledonian reef ;
and intend, as soon as the water is sufficiently lowered, to open up a new level at 500 feet. Two
diamond drills are to be procured to prospect portions of this area by boring.

MoaNATAIARI DIsTRICT.

Moanataiari Mine.—Qperations have been chiefly confined to working on the reefs lying in the
ground between the surface and the level 80 feet below the main tunnel, and in making connections
between the Nonpareil and Central Italy workings and the main tunnel. A moderate return only of
gold has been got during the year.

Reuben Parr Mine—The company have purchased the Dauntless and Sink to Rise ground, and
are driving a low level from the Point Russell tunnel helonging to the Moanataiari Company. This
drive is through very hard rock, and the progress made is slow, so that some time will yet elapse before
it is extended to cut the reefs which were successfully wrought in the upper levels. i

Coliban Mine.—This ground is owned by a private company of shareholders, and has paid
handsomely during the year. :

AlburniaMine—During the year a considerable amount of prospecting work has been done.
The Sons of Freedom level has been driven along the reef through Whau ground, and is still being
carried on towards the boundary of the New North Devon Mine. A winze has been sunk on the reef

_from the 160 feet to the Sons of Freedom level, and the reef opened on at an intermediate level between
those two, but the returns of gold from this portion of the mine have not as yet been satisfactory.
The reefs worked on have been from the 160-feet level up to the surface. 1,589 loads of quartz yielded
2,189 oz. of gold. 1,728 feet of driving and 437 feet of winzes have been done, the cost of driving being
on an average 40s. per foot, and sinking 50s. per foot. Prospecting works will still be carried on at
the different levels, and it is to be hoped that this company may be more successful the next year than
they have been during the past one. :

W haw Mine.—Prospecting was carried on at the low levels, and at one time it was anticipated
that a good run of gold had been picked up, as some fair specimens were found. However, the returns

* were not payable, and deep-level operations have been for some time suspended.
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New North Devon Mine.—Operations were confined to stoping out portions of the reef between
the 160-feet and the Whau levels in the early part of the year. The quartz yielded favourable returns,
but latterly it has become too poor to pay. Several of the upper blocks have been let to tributers,
who are having only moderate returns.

Waiotahi District.—At the head of the creek the Bright Smile claim is still yielding rich returns.
The Pinafore and West Coast Mines are also paying well. The Hopeful has been steadily worked,
and {)ﬂiir returns obtained. The other claims are having only very moderate returns, which are not
payable, .

Lararu District has lately been almost deserted. A party of miners erected a small battery driven
by water-power to test a large reef on the line of the Black Reef, bub the returns have not yet been
payable. A company has been formed to open up the Sunbeam Reef from the Tararu Battery Tunnel,
and a commencement will soon be made to put the tunnel in repair.

Karaka Creek District.—The City of Manchester and the Adelaide Claims are still profitably
wrought, gold in payable quantities has been found in a low level lately driven to the reef. Small
parties of miners are earning good wages, working on leaders in several claims farther up the creek.

Te Papa Gully and Hape Creek District.—Star of Te Papa Mine has not yielded returns so good
as was expected. The run of gold has not yet been traced to any great depth below the surface level,
and none of the claims in the locality have got returns worthy of note. Hape Creek Mine was worked
very successfully by tributers, and a company is now being formed to sink the shaft to a greater depth.
Several claims have been taken up and wrought for a time, but the returns of gold have been very
moderate.

Otunui District.—Two parties of miners have found patches of good specimens in a reef in this
locality, and-a number of claims have been marked out in consequence. There is every reason to believe
that more gold-bearing reefs will yet be found in this district, the rock being of what is called a kindly
nature for gold. Some time will elapse before this part of the field can be thoroughly tested, as there
is not a practicable road yet made to it, and it is distant about 2% miles from the nearest battery.

Tairua District.—The Decide Claim has yielded fair returns of gold from the surface part of the
reef. The Gem and Wheel of Fortune Claims have also had encouraging returns from trial crushings,
and are preparing to work their reefs in a systematic manner, and the New Guinea Claim is not
paying.

OHINEMURL.

Karangahake District,—The Christmas-Box Claim was prospected for several months by two men,
and fair prospects were found in a reef; but as there was great difficulty in getting quartz to a
battery no trial crushing has yet been made. The Keep-it-Dark and Caledonia Claims were taken
up on a large reef situated within a short distance of the top of the Karangahake Mountain. This
reef is about 8 feet in thickness, and gold is freely seen in the stone taken from about 2 feet of the
hanging-wall side of it. The most gold is seen in black streaks in the stone, and the appearance of the
quartz generally is much like that in which gold is being found at Te Aroha. Several other claims
have been marked out, and arrangements have been made with the owners of the old battery formerly
owned by the Karangahake Grold-mining Company to bave it put in repair. There is, therefore, every
probability that this district, which was the scene of the first great rush in 1875 and afterwards aban-
doned, will yet come to the front.

Owharoa District-—Radical Extended Mine : This mine has been worked by tributers, and several
rich yields of gold realized ; the drives on low levels are stil] being pushed ahead, and there is every
reason to believe that new runs of gold may be discovered.

Smile of Fortune Mine.—A party of tributers were very successful in finding a rich run of gold,
and after their term expired the company worked the reef on their own account, and now employ
about twenty men in working the mine and battery. The returns are still very satisfactory.

Lucky Hit Mine is situated to the north of the Smile of Fortune and Radical ground. Several
payable returns from the upper levels encouraged the owners to put in a low-level tunnel, and that
work in now progressing. In the Battalion, Old Nut, and Star of the South Claims, encouraging
prospects are found. Several other parties are prospecting in the claims taken up, but no payable gold
has yet been found.

WAITERAURI DISTRICT,

Waitekouri Mine.~The tributers have been very successful during the year, and rich returns of
gold have also been got by the company on their own account from the same reef as the tributers
wrought on. The mine is again entirely let to parties on tribute, and there is every prospect of
continued success.

Waitekauri No. 8 Mine—This ground was taken up on the underlay of the reef worked by the
tributers in the Waitekauri Mine. Several payable returns have been got, but the run of gold becomes
poorer in following it downwards.

Waitekawrs Extended Mine.—Payable returns have been got from a small reef in this ground; but
as an expensive drive is necessary to open it, an amalgamation with the adjoining claims is talked of
for the purpose of thoroughly testing the reefs at a greater depth.

Just in Time Mine.—A. parcel of rich specimens was found at the outcrop of a large reef, and a
drive was put in to test the reef deeper. The returns have not been, so far, satisfactory. They are
now putting up a rise from this level to the surface.

Welcome.—Parties of tributers are occasionally getting small parcels of payable quartz; but very
little prospecting is going on.

Diamond.—The returns from this claim were very good : 8 oz. per ton. There is every appearance
of a continuation of payable yields coming from the reef.

A number of claims other than those mentioned have been taken up at Waitekauri, and in several
a considerable amount of prospecting done, but so far no payable gold has been found, although loose
gold and rich boulders of quartz on the surface would lead to the belief that other rich reefs may yet
be discovered in an extensive area of country in this locality,
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Whaiki District.—The Martha, Young Colonial, Dulcibel, and Waihi Companies’ mines are the
only ones which have done any work on the reefs during the year. The prospects which have
been found at the low levels are very encouraging, and the owners of the claims estimate that a large
extent of the reef will be payable. Two batteries, one of 20 and the other 15 stampers, are nearly
completed, and the value of the quartz will soon be determined. The Waihi Company have connected
the mine and battery by a substantial wooden tramway, and the cost of transport of quartz will be
very cheap, and, as the battery is driven by water-power, low-grade quartz can be made to pay a profit.
The Martha battery is convenient to the mine, and is also driven by water-power, and, as the quartz
can be broken out at a small cost, their prospects of success are almost certain to be realized, provided
the present show of gold continues.

Puketui District.—The Rosemount, Hercules, and Golden Spur have met with fair prospects.

. Tapu District.—Several claims bave been taken up at Tapu Creek, and from the Christmas Claim
at No. 1 Gully payable parcels of quartz have been taken out. The leader is, however, small and very
much broken and disturbed, and it is doubtful whether it will extend to any great distance. In the
adjoining claims very little gold has yet been found. The battery has been thoroughly repaired, and a
new water-race brought in at a great expense, as the cutting was for a considerable distance through
hard slate.

At Walonui Creek a claim has been taken up, and a small run of gold traced in a reef to a depth
of 50 feet. The value of the quartz cannot be ascertained, as the owner is not inclined to disclose
particulars.

The following return shows the quantity of quartz crushed and gold obtained during the year in
Hauraki South.

Month. Quartz Crushed. Tailings Treated. Yield of Gold.

Tons cwt. qr. lb. Tons cwt. gr. 1b. Oz, dwt. gr.

April, 1881 2,934 14 1 13 339 7 0 O 2,292 10 12
May » 289 3 1 2 50415 00 3,924 14 12
June » 8,620 11 8 17 1,253 10 0 0 4,050 8 O
July 5 2,335 14 3 19 1,121 10 0 O 5762 19 0
August , 1,970 3 122 1458 15 2 15 3,169 6 12
September; 1881 ... 2308 5 016 1,525 14 0 O 2,506 7 18
October » 2880 1 3 2 1,526 10 0 O 6,773 11 18
November 2415 9 011 1384 0 0 O 4,206 6 6
December 3,407 14 0 26 1,285 10 1 21 6,523 2 0
January, 1882 . 1,462 13 2 26 816 0 O O 989 15 0
February ie 2140 1 310 81410 0 O 2,189 13 O
March » 2,383 6 3817 1,036 3 0 6 3415 5 O
Total 30,698 0 8 8 12966 5 0 2 45,808 19 6

Havrakr NorrH, OB COROMANDEL,

Mining operations have been steadily conducted during the year. A number of claims were
marked out and licenses applied for on the Tokatea Range, and also at the Tiki District, on that part
of the gold field adjacent to where mining is carried on in private land. The works in the Tokatea and
Kapanga Mines have also been considerably advanced.

Tokatea District,—Tokatea Mine: The low level has been driven a considerable distance on the
reef, and a rise put up giving good communication with the level above, and thoroughly ventilating this
part of the mine. This drive is still being pushed ahead, and also an intermediate drive on the reef.
‘When the mine is thoroughly opened up stoping will be commenced and crushing carried on. The
battery has been renovated, and is now in good order for reducing the quartz.

Bismark Mine.—Stoping is carried on in those blocks which were opened on the reef from a rise
which was put up to the old workings, and payable yields are got. The mine is now well ventilated,
and a considerable amount of the reef is open for working out.

Queen of the North Mine.—A drive has been made to open a low level in which the run of gold
has been cut, giving good returns. As the quartz found in the level above was very rich a valuable
block of ground is opened.

Royal Oak Mine—With the exception of portions of the old ground which have been successfully
wrought by tributers no prospecting works have been carried on. However, it is the intention of the
owners to drive a low level from one of the Tokatea and Bismark tunnels, this will open a large block
of ground in which the prospects are said to be very good.

Pride of Tokatea Company have relinquished the greater part of the ground held by them ; this
has been taken up by parties of miners who are preparing to systematically work the reefs which are
known to exist there. That portion of the mine which the company retain is being wrought by
tributers with fair success. The new claims. Ness-Side, Blue Peter, Comstock, Hope, Colonial, and
Stanley, situated to the south of the Pride of Tokatea, are all profitably wrought. The Sucecess Mine
has also turned out a considerable quantity of rich stone, and a level is now being put in to cut the
reef at a greater depth with every prospect of good returns.

Kapange Mine~—Sinking the main shaft has been discontinued, and a cross-cut driven, and the
reef cub 140 feet from the shaft. Seventy feet have been driven on the reef, in a northerly direction
and a rise commenced near the cross-cut which is to be continued upwards to conneect with No. 1
level ; occasional stones showing gold have been found both in the drive and rises. No. 1 leyel—
Driving is going on in the reef known as “Scotty’s Reef,” and occasional small patches of rich stone
discovered ; a double rise is also being put up on the reef from this level to secure ventilation,
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Beach District.—Work has been almost entirely suspended during. the past year, and the returns
have been very slight. The Just-in-Time Company are sinking a shaft, and ecrecting pumping
machinery to drain their ground. The Union Beach Mine was unwrough$ for a considerable time, and
in consequence was declared forfeited by me. An appeal against this decision was heard by the
Warden, when a fine of £100 was substituted in lieu of forfeiture. The property has since been sold,
and a new company is now being formed to work the ground.

Tiki District.—Several claims were taken up near the private land, and a considerable amount of
prospecting carried on, but the results so far have on the whole been unsatisfactory. On Mrs.
M‘Intosh’s property, Blackmore’s Home Rule, and Tiernan’s Claims have yielded rich returns; but,
these mines not being in the gold field, do not come under my jurisdiction. A party of miners are
engaged in forming a tail-race for the purpose of sluicing the Waian River. This race is already
finished for about 1,400 feet, and they are forming a head-race which will be about the same length,
and expect to get on the river bed before the winter rains set in. A little free gold and rich specimens
have been found in the Matawai and other creeks which fall into the Waiau, above where this claim is
taken up, so that there is a fair prospect of the river-bed proving payable. Vizard and party, who
have been prospecting the Tiki District for several years, have found rich quartz in a reef near
Castle Rock. As this part is in the gold field a number of miners have taken up claims in the neigh-
bourhood. An old battery on the Matawai Creek is being put in working order, and when a road is

_made to the loeality it will be an important addition to the mining area. The future prospects of the
whole of this part of the field are sufficient to anticipate profitable employment for a number of
miners for years to come. The quantity of quartz crushed and the return of gold obtained during
the year are as follows :—Tons crushed, 3,358 ; gold obtained, 7,351 oz.

Te Aronma Gorp Fierv.

During the past year a battery was erected in the township for the purpose of crushing the quartz
raised from the claims adjacent to the Hot Springs Reserve. The returns not proving payable, with
the exception of three or four claims, the owners of which still continued to prospect their ground
after trial crushings, the whole of this part of the field was deserted.

Hone Werahiko, the Native who first discovered gold at Te Aroha, continued prospecting on a
large reef known as the Buck Reef, near the Waiorongomai Creek, which, although its existence was
well known, attracted but a limited amount of attention from the miners during the first rush to this
field. After several months of patient industry and by following the line of the reef (the bearing of
which is 858° magnetic) in a northerly direction he was fortunate in discovering gold about a mile and
a half distant from where the reef crops out near the flat. Immediately this discovery was made
known a rush took place to the locality and claims were marked out along the line of the reef for a
distance of over two miles, in several of these the miners have discovered gold in quantities which will
no doubt prove payable when capital can be found to open up the field and erect batteries and
tramways.

Gojlrd was discovered in the New Find Claim on the eastern face cf a large outerop of quartz,
which appears to be the same reef as that cropping out at different places along the line, and is
probably a continuation of the Buck Reef already mentioned ; but this matter is uncertain, as several
large reefs have since been discovered running in the same direction. In other claims fresh discoveries
of gold have been made in reefs running about north-east, which will cross the main reefs, and the
probability is that at their junctions richer deposits of gold may be fourd.

New Find Claim.~—The workmen in this claim have been stripping soil and roots from the reef
for about 60 feet by 30 feet along the eastern side, and putting a prospecting drive on the same side at
a lower level ; gold shows freely in the portion stripped, and fair prospects are obtained in the drive.

Young Colonial.—In this claim gold can be seen along the face of a reef cropping out and standing
high above the surface (and which runs in the same direction as the reef first found) ; in a cross-cut
put into it fair prospects have been obtained; another level is now being driven in order to cut the
reef at from 50 to 60 feet lower level.

Golden Crown or Premier Claim.—Gold has been found in a reef running about north-east and at
a distance of from 60 to 70 feet to the westward of the large north and south reef. The prospects at
the surface where the reef has been stripped are very good, gold showing freely in the quartz, and in a
drive put in at a depth of about 50 feet the reef is 4 feet in width, and the show of gold much about
the same. Amnother reef, running in a parallel direction, sitnated more to the northward, shows pros-
pects almost equal to the reef first discovered. The lodes in this claim are not yet sufficiently worked
on to ascertain their value, but as far as they have been tested a large amount of payable quartz has

been discovered.
‘ Queen of Beauty Olaim.—Gold has been found in loose boulders of quartz on the lower side of a
reef running about north-east. This is about 4 feet in width, and is evidently the same as one of the
reefs found in the Golden Crown Claim.

Eureka Olaim.—Gold shows freely in a north-east reef 4 feet in width, on which a shaft has
been sunk to a depth of 30 feet, and the whole of the quartz taken from it is estimated to yield 1 oz.
per ton. This claim lies to the westward of, and is about 500 yards distant from, the New Find
Claim, and the two reefs will probably junction near it.

Diamond Gully Olaim.—A north-east reef, about 2 feet wide and showing good dabs of gold
in the stone, has been found on the western side of a large reef running parallel with and about 200
feet to the eastward of the New Find reef. Good specimens in loose quartz have been. picked up
near the surface, and there is every prospect of its being a payable reef.

Werahiko No. 2.—Gold has been found in a north-east reef 8 feet in width, and the quartz is
estimated to be worth 1 oz. to the ton. This reef lies about 20 chains to the eastward of the line of
the New Find reef.

Payable gold has now been found in claims one mile apart on the line and about a quarter of a
mile on either side of the main reef, showing that the belt of gold-bearing country is already proved
to be of considerable extent.
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A number of claims besides those mentioned have been taken up, and fresh discoveries are almost
certain to be made; but, on the whole, the show of gold in those reefs already prospected is amply
sufficient to warrant further expenditure in erecting batteries and making roads to convey the quartz
to the mills. Gold is seen chiefly in a peculiar kind of black streaks in the quartz, and is of a very
fine character, although in some specimens, especially those from the New Find, the gold is in small
dabs through the stones.

A pack-track, leading %o the claims near the New Find Claim, was made as soon as possible after
gold had been found in sufficient quantities to warrant further prospecting of the district. Machine-
sites have been marked out along the Waiorongomai Creek, water-rights acquired, and crushing-
plants have been purchased to be erected. A wide road is now being made near the creek for the
purpose of conveying machinery to the vicinity of the claims, and for bringing quarbz to the batteries,
and there is very little doubt that, after these are completed, there will be a considerable yield of gold
from this part of the district.

GENERAL REMARKS.

The immediate prosperity of the whole of the fields will in a great measure depend on the develop-
ment of the reefs in the new districts. The older mines, which have yielded rich returns in the past,
are now worked down to a depth that necessitates the expenditure of a large amount of capital to
further open up low levels. Work is therefore confined to limited areas, and prospecting operations
can only be conducted slowly on account of engineering difficulties.

At the Thames the Deep Level Tribute Company will require to expend much time and labour
before their ground cau be opened in a manner suitable to enable them to prove their reefs at the 500+
feet level; and in the Queen of Beauty Mine the shaft (after expending eighteen months’ labour) will
shortly be sunk to a sufficient depth to admit of another block on the reef being worked to a depth
of 60 feet.

At Coromandel the sinking of the Kapanga shaft has been a work that has taken several years to
complete, in order fo enable the company to prove the reefs at a greater depth, and some time must
yet necessarily elapse before the mine can be opened up so as to become a steady gold-producer. The
time required to again open the Union Beach Mine will also be considerable betore much work can be
done on the reefs. ‘

Ia the event of each one of the companies mentioned being successful in finding payable gold at
deep levels, the time necessary to open up the mines under existing difficulties will have the effect of
tending to retard the returns, as the energies of the companies are chiefly expended in performing dead
work. Therefore it will be apparent, on account of the slow progress of opening up new and deep
levels, that the yield of gold caunot be continuously maintained from those mines, the upper levels of
which are becoming exhausted.

The new districts which have been opened have got large bodies of quartz near the surface, and
water-power is, in most cases, available for driving crushing machines; there is, therefore, every pros-
pect that a steady yield of gold will be kept up when all the batteries at present in course of erection
are completed and the mines in working order.

There ave several places where gold has been found along the peninsula at a distance from those
parts of the fields at present occupied, and which, during the first rush, were thought to be inacces-
sible, and where mining operations were never conducted to any exteas, and there is very little doubt
that, if roads and tracks were formed through and along the gold field and the country north and south
of Te Aroha Mountain, an auriferous area of great extent would be opened up for prospectors, and
deposits of gold found, which would be the means of advantageously employing capital and labour, and
materially adding to the wealth of the country. .

During the year (in all the mining districts) only one accident took place; this, however, was a
gerious one, and occurred in the Queen of Beauty Mine, at the Thames, when a man named Robert
Wingate lost his life. He was temporarily in charge of the mine, and accompanied the pitman when
he went down to regulate the pump on its being started after a short stoppage. Contrary to the wish
of the pitman, he insisted on stationing himself at No. 1 plunger while the man proceeded to the one
below. It is supposed he must have slipped while turning a tap (as the spanner used for that purpose
was afterwards picked up on a set of timber where it had lodged lower than where he was stationed) and
fallen down the shaft, as his body was found at a chamber about 150 feet below where the pitman left
him. No blame could be attached to any one, the staging being the same as that ordinarily used in
pumping-shafts. I have, &=.,

JameEs M. McLAREN,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ~ Mining Inspector,

MARLBOROUGH GOLD FIELDS.
No. 5.

Mr. WARDEN ALLEN to the Uxper-Screrary for Gorp Frerps.
Sr,— Picton, 24th April, 1882,
T have the honor to enclose you the annual returns for the Marlborough Grold Fields for the
year ended 31st March, 1882. - . i

The returns will show very little progress in any of my districts, and a slight decrease in business
in the Wairau Valley District. I briefly report as follows :— ) )

Pelorus Mining District (known as Wakamarina Gold Field).—The population and yield of gold
will be quite equal to last year. I am inclined to think that a quantity of the gold obtained in this
district is removed to Nelson, and probably sold as West Coast gold. Several small parties of miners
have been doing well, and the quantity of gold exported or removed coastwise by our local banks is

3—H. 19.



VHL—19, 18

" very small. In mylast report I mentioned four small companies who were about starting or had
started work in this district. Only one of these companies (the sluicing party at the Forks) can be
reported as having done well. The Wakawmarina Alluvial Hydraulic Sluicing Company appear to have
devoted their time, energy, and spare capital to law, the result doubtless proving eminently unsatis-
factory as far as the shareholders are concerned. A short while ago, having a little spare time at their
disposal, they washed up, and I am informed the washing up was satisfactory. T think, with proper
management, the working of this elaim would pay. I refer briefly to a matter that properly should
appear in next year’s report. There is no doubt that the dividing ranges between the Wakamarina,
the Kaituna, and the Wairau Valleys, are gold-bearing country. Reefs have been discovered in many
places, and in one or two places the surface reefy have been tested. " No great amount of work has
been done, and very little capital has been expended on this work; it may be described as very little
more than surface work. Every one appears to have been waiting with the most exemplary patience
for something to turn up. Some two or three weeks ago it was reported that payable stone had been
struck near Deep Creek. A party of men have held a prospecting area for a short time near Dead
Horse Creek, and it appears they have found a reef some 10 or 12 feet thick, of what at present
-appears to be good payable quavtz. Several leases have been applied for, and, should the stone prove
good, machinery will at once be brought on the ground. I hope, therefore, to be able to present a
much better report of this district for next year,

Wairau Valley District.—There is very little to report concerning this district. I have no doubt

_ parties at work are earning wages, or they would not remain on the ground. This district is for the
most part cut off from the centres of population by the Wairau River, and want of roads. A very good
road, opening up the whole of this gold field, might be made down the north bank of the Wairaun, but

. conflicting interests will for the present prevent this useful and necessary work being done. The
largest number of men are I believe at present working in Onamalutu Valley, many of them by agree-
ment on freehold land. It is reported that a good reef has been discovered near Arm Chair Creek.

Queen Charlotte Mining District—There are only two companies at work at present in this
district, the Ravenscliff and the Golden Eagle. Both I believe have been honestly and perseveringly
carrying on their works, but with extremely poor results. The Golden Eagle Company have, during
the past year, crushed only about 20 tons of stone, with a result of about 10 oz. of retorted gold.
The manager informs me that he has about 20 tons more of stone brought to grass ready for crushing.
The Ravenscliff annual report is forwarded herewith, and to which I beg to refer you for further
particulars. I have, &e.,

J. AriEw,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields. Warden,

NELSON GOLD FIELDS.

No. 6.
. Mg. Warden Curris to the UNDER-SECRETARY for Gornp FIrrps.
Sir,— Warden’s Office, Nelson, 20th April, 1882.

T have the honor o forward to you herewith the various forms with which you furnished me
filled up with the required information relative to the Wangapeka Gold Field.

T have only held the office of Warden for about three months, but I may say that, not only during
that period but throughout the year ending 81st March, nothing worthy of remark has occurred in the
‘district under my eharge. ~Several applications have, however, lately been made for gold-mining
leases at the source of the Owen River in consequence of the reported existence there of a payable
quartz reef ; but I am not as yet in possession of information suffisiently reliable to justify me in
expressing an opinion as to the value of the discovery. I have, &c.,

: ] Oswarp Currrs,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Warden.

No. 7.
Mr. Warden Gises to the Unprr.-Secrerary for Goup Fierps.
S~ Warden’s Office, Collingwood, 18th March, 1882,

In compliance with the request contained in your circular of the 20th ultimo, I have the
honor to forward, together with the returns required, a general report of the present position and
prospects of the Collingwood Gold Field. There are some of the returns less complete than I counld
wish, there having been no regular register kept. I am therefore only able to give an approximate
return by going through the butts of old certificates and other books. This will be for the future
altered, as a regular register of all transations will be kept.

Notwithstanding that my connection with this district for so many years gives me a fair general
knowledge of the various mining localities, I have, since taking charge early in January last, thought
it advisable to pay a few visits to some of the principal places, and I find that, although there is
not just now much gold being obtained, there is a singular appearance of activity in the way of pre-
parations for the future.

The country known as the Grouland Downs, which my predecessor referred to in his report of last
year “as favourably thought of by the miners,” and recommending the continuation of the road up the
Aorere Valley and on to these downs; this work not having been done, this large block of country is
still practically closed to the miner from the impossibility of getting provisions conveyed there at any
reasonable cost. This road, for which Parliament last year voted the money, would also open up a
large extent of rough pastoral country, and gold has been found in nearly every creek in this large
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block of country, some 1530 square miles, and it is generally believed that profitable work would be
found by a large number of men ; the streams running into the Aorere as well as the main river above
this point are all auriferons as far as explored, and have some of them been partially worked. The
diggings known as the “ Burgoo ” are in this locality ; the same difficulty here as in many other places
exists—rviz., want of pack tracks. .

Twenty miles nearer Collingwood is the quartz ranges, one of the earlier mining localities on these
diggings, still producing a fair yield of gold ; the miners on this and other localities in this distriet have
settled down and have good gardens and comfortable houses. In this locality several applications for
leases on a quartz reef lately discovered bave been put in, and have now been surveyed, and portions’
of the stone taken from a leader in one of the drives has shown by test in the Government laboratory:
the extraordinary yield (after removing all visible gold) of 8oz, 13dwt. 18gr. per ton. The main reef
has not yet been struck, but all the leaders, though small, are gold-bearing. 1 have not yet been able
to visit these works, but will do so at an early date. Before concluding my remarks. on this loeality,
I may state that the reef that has for some years been working more or less profitably at the Anatori
(West Wanganui), on the other side of the Wakapohi Range, and about abreast of the gquartz ranges,
has lately opened out some exceedingly rich stone, which Jeads many to hope that the same class of
stone may be found on both sides of the range, the distance being small. Between the quartz ranges
and the Slate River there has not been much done during the past year, a few men only working in the
old river diggings.

On the eastern side of the Slate River a portion of the table land lately named Druggan’s’
Flat, and which has from the earliest days of these diggings attracted attention (there have
been various attempts made to work it and successfully battle with the heavy boulder drift by
shafts and paddocks), is now being taken up by my granting extended claims of 1 acre each man, and
i is proposed to be worked on quite a different system. I have let it be clearly understood, on granting
them, that these claims must be actively worked, and I am glad to find that the men seem confident of
their value, and are making energetic eflorts to supply themselves with water (I fear one of their
future difficulties) and pushing on their working tunnels, some of which will be 500 feet long through
non-auriterous rock before reaching the drift. Thizsmode of working this ground seems more likely to be
sucecessful than under the old system, but, from the great expense entailed, it has, I consider, justified
me in granting such extended claims. o

From this place rises over table lands and low hills, in slightly different directions, two of the
older digging localities of this district, the one covering the country comprising Lightband’s and Appo’s
Grullies, and the other the Bedstead and Golden Gullies. All this country, although much worked in’
the past, is still in great favour, and much of it is taken up under lease. In the Bedstead and Golden’
Gully Block lies the claim formerly known as the Perseverance, which, either from imperfect appli-
ances or bad management, failed to pay (no one thought it was because the stuff was poor). That
confidence in the ground has now induced another company (Johnston and Company) to start. They
are putting in a 400-feet drive at a lower level; this drive I saw when 200 feet in. There was then no
indieation of them being near a gold-bearing stone. Very shortly after my visit, however, when about
15 feet further in, the stuff changed, much resembling that in which the gold wasifound in the old
workings. 1t is expected this drive will be much below the auriferous stone, and that the water, which
was the great difficulty, in the old mine, will then be got rid of without expense. There is a large
extent of good ground in this locality, but the old flume, formerly built at great expense by the Nelson
Company and afterwards by the Perseverance, having fallen beyond repair, this part of the district is
nearly at a stand still for waut of water. The Johnston Company will have again to bring in water
from the Parapara to work the claim, and it is to be hoped they may have some to spare to sell
to those who so much want it in this locality.

In Stanton’s, Lightband’s, and Appo’s Gullies there are a few men apparently doing very well. In
the prospecting drives put in by Mr. Ross in the Red Hill some good stuff is said to have been found,
and will, no doubt, shortly be in working trim. Altogether there is a healthy appearance of revival;and 1
have every reason to believe that before the end of the year there will be a great improvement in the
gold mining industry in this part of my district.

Takaka.—This part of the Collingwood Goldfield includes several old mining localities, and a com-
paratively new one—Mount Arthur. The old diggings are doing about the same as they have for some
years past ; the difficulty of pack-tracks is here as elsewhere felt ; there has been a movement on the
part of the local body to take advantage of the vote to meet equivalent moneys voted orsubseribed in .
the district for the purpose of forming a track up the Anatoki River, from which a fair yield of gold
has been obtained, and it is known to be better higher up. This upper country (rather large in extent)
can be reached both from there and from Collingwood side of the range; both roads are in a bad state.
The Collingwood one—by way of Rocky River and Snow’s Rush-—though longer, is the easiest grade ;
that by the Anatoki is shorter but much steeper ; both lines have their advocates ; one, at any rate, is
badly needed. The alluvial digging here will increase, in all probability, in a few months, as many of
those formerly engaged in that pursuit are at present working in the construction of a district tramway,
which in a few months will be finished. The Mount Arthur guartz reefs have attracted considerable
attention, but up to the present time I have not heard of any of the companies who have got into
working order. T had intended eve this to have visited the locality. There are applications for amal-
gamation of some of the leases under special claims referred to me by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands in Nelson. Before I report to him I propose to visit the works, and will then send in a sub-
report to you on this locality, There are 2 few alluvial miners at work there who get their miners’
rights, some in Nelson and some from this office ; this prevents my being able to give you at present
any correct data; I shall, however, be better able to do so after my visit.

There are some other works going on in the district which come under the head of mining, though
not gold mining, which I think I should notice. One of these works, for the manufacture of hydraulic -
cement, will shortly be in working order. The same proprietor is working the Collingwood coal
geams.
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There are several prospecting licenses issued, and a few mineral leases for minerals other than
gold, of which two for silver are said to have fair prospects. The manufacture of hematite paint
has now assumed the character of a regular and permanent industry. The coal seams at West
Wanganui, which for some time were worked by a Wellington company who went into liquidation,
have since been started by another company, who have put down test borings; they have gone
through two seams of 2 feet and 3 feet respectively, and are now pushing on for the main seam,
which is reckoned to be 6 feet. '

I cannot better conclude my report than by repeating my remark at the commencement,
“That although at present there is not a large amount of gold getting, there is a singular activity
and hopefulness apparent amongst those engaged in this industry.”

I have, &ec.,
Wu. Gizss,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden,
No. 8,
My, Warden Revenn to the Unorr-SEcRETARY for Gorp Frerps.
Sip,— ‘Warden’s Office, Westport, April 1882,

I have the honor to forward herewith the statistical returns for the year ending the 8lst
March, and to submit the following general report on that portion of the Buller District under
my contrel :—

The distriet is divided into three sub-districts—viz.: (1.) Westport, taking in Addison’s Flat,
Buller Road, Northern Terraces, Waimangaroa, Mokibinui, and Karamea.  (2.) Charleston, taking
in Croninville, Brighton, Fox’s River, to the Razorback.  (8.) Lyell, which includes Welchman’s,
New Oreek, Zala Town, Manuka Flat, Central and Upper Buller, Hampden, Matakitaki, Glenroy,
and Maruia. .

Receivers of gold revenue are stationed at the Townships of Westport, Charleston, and Lyell.
Sittings of the Courts have been held at each place at regular intervals. The officer in charge at
Lyell visits Hampden, distant twenty-four miles from Lyell, twice a month; and sittings of the
Courts have during the past year been held regularly every alternate month. This Court has
been a source of great convenience to the miners in the Upper Buller and Matakitaki, and has
saved them many a weary tramp to the Lyell,

‘WESTPORT SUB-DISTRICT.

Alluvial mining has been carried on during the past twelve months at Addison’s Flat, Northern
Terraces, Buller River, Waimangaroa, Mokihinui, and Karamea, with fair average returns, and in some
instances good yields have been obiained. A few parties are located along the sea beaches between
‘Westport and Mokihinui working the black sand. No new discoveries in alluvial workings have been
made.

During the summer months several parties went out prospecting for quartz reefs on the ranges
between the Mokihinui and Buller Rivers. About four months ago good gold-bearing quartz was
obtained up the Mokihinui, near the old Halcyon Claim, and also at Waimangaroa and Cascade Creek,
some ten miles up the Buller River. A rush at once set in, which resulted in thirty-six gold-mining
leases being applied for—namely, Mokibinui, 10 leases ; Waimangaroa, 16 ; and Cascade Creek, 10. Of
these eight leases have been surveyed and granted. Several of the leases applied for at Waimangaroa
are situate upon the coal leases and cannot be granted until the Grovernment make arrangements with
the present lessees. The rest of the applications have been adjourned for the completion of the
surveys.

CHARLESTON SUB-DISTRICT.

No payable quartz reefs have up to the present time been found in this portion of the distriet.
Mining in alluvial ground has been steadily pursued with fair results wherever water was available
on the terraces and low flats adjoining the creeks and gullies.

During heavy gales on the coast the deposit of grey sand on the sea beaches is swept away, and
a thick layer of black sand containing a large percentage of fine gold is left exposed, and when washed
out yields from 10s. to 25s. per day. If water is not available the black sand is carefully gathered up
and carried up on the bank out of the reach of the tide. The greater portion of these claims have been
covered up with grey sand for several months, but the owners are very careful in keeping them
protected. Two double area claims on the Nine-mile Beach, with water-race and all appliances in
connection therewith, were sold for £1,000 about three months ago.

The workings at Croninville have been steadily maintained during the year. Some of the claims
have proved unremunerative, and been abandoned after the expenditure of a considerable amount of
time and labour in opening up the ground. Great energy and skill bave been displayed by the miners
in working their claims, the construction of tunnels, and the methods adopted for saving the gold.
‘Water is supplied from two large water-races brought in from the head of the Totara River, about six
or seven miles above Croninville, and several large reservoirs have been constructed on the flats for the
storage of the surplus and night water. The enormous output of tailings from the claims into the
Totara River is gradually filling up the bed of the river, so much so that steps have been taken by the
agricultural lessee¢ on the river below the workings to protect their interests. Mr. Costello has taken
proceedings in the Supreme Court, which will eventually put a stop to all the workings at Croninville,
unless the rights of the agricultural lessees are bought up and cancelled.

The “fly catchers” are making fair wages with the numerous tables set in the creeks and tail-
races for saving the fine gold which escapes from the workings on the various terraces, The profit
derived from these works is often reduced considerably by the injury done to the tables during floods,
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The bursting of the Government dam and of Horner and Gregory’s dam in April last has been
a serious loss to the claimholders along the terraces in and around Charleston. Horner and
Gregory only completed the reconstruction of their dam and race in November last.  The supply
of water from the Goovernment dam has been considerably below the average, but the feed supplies
are now being reconstructed, and a contract has been let for the construction of a tunnel and open
race from the dam, which will shorten the distance and cut off a large extent of fluming which is fast
falling into decay.

Lyrrr SuB-DISTRICT.

There has been a marked improvement during the past twelve months in mining operations.
Alluvial mining has been maintained, and good patches of ground have been opened up in various
parts of the district.

At Welchman’s Terrace the miners have, with two or three exceptions, been compelled to abandon
their claims in consequence of the extremely wet and dangerous nature of the ground. Several tunnels
were driven in from 50 to 100 feet with the utmost care, the men working eight-hour shifts day and
night to prevent the ground from running, but without avail, for the water increased as they went in,
and when the run began all hands had to leave as fast as possible, and the tunnel having to be
abandoned as worthless. Two parties are still holding their claims on the terrace in the hope of
striking the washdirt. They are carrying on their tunnels, but find it difficult to get miners to join
them owing to the dangerous nature of the workings.

About September last several quarts reefs were discovered on the ranges between Lyell and New
Creek. TFifty-eight gold-mining leases were applied for. Sizteen leases have been surveyed and granted.
Five or six others have been abandoned or withdrawn, and the rest are held over for the completion of
the survey.

The %nited Alpine Company have a battery of twenty heads in full work, with four berdans.
No. 6 level is in 550 feet; the company employ about sixty men, and are stoping out between No. 4
and 5 levels. The machinery is driven by water-power over a 40-foot wheel with 6.feet breast.

The United Italy contains a battery of five heads, and has been working for some years on quartz
leaders, some of which have yielded 20 oz. to the ton. The present lessees intend to register under
the Mining Companies Act, and increase their capital, and work the claim on a more extensive scale.

The United Victory, at New Creek, have erected a battery of ten heads, and have put in two
tunnels—No. 1, 200 feet ; and No. 2, 460 feet.

The Maruia Company have a ten-head battery at work upon the rich leaders, which have yielded
on an average about 8 oz. to 4 oz. to the ton. The company are driving for the main reef.

The Lyell extended consists of a special claim of 63 acres, adjoining the Alpine Claim. They have
to drive a tunnel 1,800 feet to get into their ground; 300 feet has been driven, with good indications,
and tenders have been called for another length of 400 feet.

The Creesus Company have put in three tunnels, and found good payable stone 200 feet in No. 1’
tunnel. They are making preparations for the erection of machinery.

In January last an application was made for a prospecting area over 5,000 acres on Manuka Flat,
with a right to occupy a special claim of 200 acres after proving the ground; other parties having
applied for gold-mining leases in the same locality, the application was not entertained, and four leases
have since been applied for.

There is a great increase of business in the Township of Lyell. The Bank of New Zealand has
opened a branch there, and the hotels and business premises are being enlarged and otherwise improved.
The new Court House has been erected, and the removal of the Court from the public room of the
hotel thereto, in February last, has been beneficial to all concerned.

The statistical returns show that there are 481 water-races of an aggregate length of 421 miles,
registered to carry 1,437 heads of water, valued at £39,218; 203 tail-races, at £12,981; 415 dams, at
£12,009; 3 reservoirs, at £650 ; and 250 ground sluices, at £25,000. These, taken together with the
mining plant and machinery, estimated at £19,000, show the total value of mining property in the
district to be £108,853.

I append herewith return showing the total population, cases disposed of in the Resident Magi-
strate’s and Warden’s Courts, the number of rights, licenses, registrations, &ec., issued at each office,
and the estimated yield of gold.

The following table shows the amount of calls made and dividends declared, &c., in the Lyell
District, from Ist April, 1881, to 81st March, 1882 :—

- Quantity Lo
Total Dividends . Description and Value of each
Name of Company. Calls made. declared. Ogrilﬁ?; z| Yield. Class of MI;,chinery and Mining Plant.
£ g. d.] £ 8 d. Tons. Oz.
United Alpine ...|7,600 0 016466 13 4| 8,200 |4,444 | 20-head battery, with 4 berdans;
water-wheel, £6,972.
Croesus .. |1,775 0 O Nil Nil Nil | Nil.
United Vietory .. 12220 0 0 Nil Nil Nil | 10-head battery, with turbine,
£2,000.
United Italy ... Nil ‘Wages ... | B-head battery.
Vietor Emmanuel ...|1,000 0 0O = Nil Nil Nil | Nil.
Cosmpolitan ... .| 100 0 O Nil Nil Nil | Nil.
Auburn 45 0 0 Nil Nil Nil | Nil.
Arizona e e 45 0 O Nil Nil Nil | Nil
New South Wales ..l 1580 0 0 Nil Nil Nil | Nil.
Ballarat 58 6 8
Lyell Creek Extended ... | 800 0 0
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The following is the return of miners’ rights, licenses, registrations, &c., issued during the twelve
months ending 81st March, 1882 :—

s Westport. Charleston. Lyell. Totals.
Miners’ rights ... 186 259 234 679
Business licenses, £5 1 3 4
Business licenses, £3 5 4 9
‘Water-race licenses, 5s. 2 2 4
‘Water-race licenses, 2s. 6d. ... 90 191 111 392
Registrations, 10s. 5 4 6 15
Registrations, 1s. 168 988 292 1,448
Mining Applications 95 830 180 605
Applications gold-mining leases 36 5 58 99
Gold-mining leases granted 8 3 16 27

The following is the return of revenue for the twelve months :—

— Westport. Charleston. Liyell. Totals.

£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d

Warden’s Department, Gold Fields .| 985 7 0| 630 0 0| 94219 6| 2558 6 6
Ditto Colliery Reserve | 97419 6 974 19 6
Resident Magistrate’s Department ..| 15019 © 4 9 0 50 0 6 216 9 0
Fees, Licensing Court 11 5 0 5 4 0 10 3 0O 26 12. 0
Spirit Licenses ... . ...| 547 O 0| 2830 5 O 273 0 0 1,050 5 O
Totals ...1266911 O 87918 01276 38 0 482512 0

The following is the return of cases in the Resident Magistrate’s and Warden’s Courts :—

_— Civil. ) Criminal, . Warden’s. Totals.

Westport T 269 123 4 396
Charleston ... 24 13 24, 61
Lyell 31 23 12 66
Hampden 18 1 6 25
342 160 46 548

The following is the estimated yield of gold :—Westport, 6,0860z.; Charleston, 6,6920z.; Lyell,
"10,0000z. : total, 22,7780z.

The following is the estimated population :—Westport, 2,000 Europeans ; 6 Chinese : total, 2,008,
Charleston, 890 Europeans. Lyell, 1,000 Europeans; 70 Chinese: total, 1,070, Total population,
Europeans, 3,890 ; Chinese, 76. I have, &ec.,

W. H. ReveLy,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.

No. 9.

Mr. Warden Rrvern to the UxpEr-SpcrETARY for Gorp Frmnps.
S1B,— ‘Warden’s Office, Reefton, 26th April, 1882.

The time has once more arrived for submitting to you my avnual report upon this portion of
my district, and my task is in many respects a pleasurable one, as scarcely at any time during the
existence of the field have its prospects been so bright as at the present time.

One of the essentials to the development of the gold fields is capital. The return of the tide of
prosperity to the colony during the past twelve months has made itself felt at this remote portion of it,
inasmuch as the money market, which had before been so depressed, baving become easier, investment
of capital in mining became once more the order of the day, and a great revival has consequently taken
place in mining matters. Although the hopes entertained, when writing my last report, of a much
larger output of gold during the year have not been fully realized, which may be accounted for by the
fact that the works in several of the mines were not so far advanced as it was anticipated, yet the
result may be regarded as satisfactory, there having been an increase upon last year of 2,135 oz.,
12 dwt., 20 gr., from the quartz mines, and 1,446 oz., 16 dwt.,, 23 gr. from alluvial workings. The
past year has been an eventful one in the history of the district. All quartz-mining communities are
subject to ** spurts,” which are generally occagioned by the striking of rich gold-bearing stone in a
mine. The past year has seen several such finds in many of the mines here—notably in the Imperial,
Specimen Hill, Golden Fleece, and Golden Point Companies. These finds occurring in quick succes-
sion, coupled with the finding of rich loads at deep levels in the Welcome and Keep-it-Dark mines,
and money being much more plentiful, resulted in a spurt such as the district had not seen since its
early days. The above companies are situated at Boatman’s, Murray’s, and Devil’s Creeks, and are
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donsequently a very considerable distance apart, which lead to general attention being given to the
whole district.

In consequence of the finds in the above mines leases and special claims to the number of two
hundred and thirty-three were applied for in all dircetions. The excitement became general and
speculation rife in mining serip. Leases that had long been lying dormant sprung into activity, and
many claims, which had almost been forgotten, again came into notice. Some of the applicants for
leases put on men to work and new finds were constantly reported. Naturally, all have not been
successful -in .the race for wealth. In speculating in mining ventures too much caution cannot be
exercised. It is a matter for regret, therefore, that persons, especially those living at a distance, led
away by glaring accounts, should recklessly invest in any venture without first obtaining reliable
information and using ordinary discretion. Too often this is neglected, unfortunately ; the reaction
sets in, serip depreciates in value, and the district suffers (although at the same time it is perfectly
sound), and much harm is done by the withdrawal of capital from legitimate enterprises. Investors
should always bear in mind that as a rule the expenditure of a large amount of labour and money is
necessary to render any mine remunerative. :

I do not think that the whole of the leases applied for will be taken up; but by far the greater
portion will, unless I should be mistaken ; indeed, about fifty certificates of occupation have already
been issued. Doubtless a considerable amount of prospecting will be and, indeed, is being done, so
that at any moment fresh discoveries may be made. Owing to the great number of leases applied for
the surveying of them got quite beyond the resources of the Survey Department, and, as the importance
of surveying them with as little delay as possible was fully recognized, the staff has been reinforced.
A few months therefore will find a very large number of surveys out of hand.

The prosperity of the district has brought with it an increase in the revenue of the Warden’s
Department ; that of the past year being £3,189 5s. 11d., as against £1,878 7s. for the previous year.
There has been a falling off in the number of cases brought before the Courts, that on the civil side
tending to prove the soundness and stability of the place. The sittings of the Courts have been
altered to once in three weeks instead of fortnightly. The following tabular statement shows the
revenue collected and business transacted during the year. The miners’ rights, &c., issued during the
year were as follows:—Miners’ rights, 518 ; business licenses (£5), 9; business licenses (£3), 68;
water-race licenses (2s. 6d.), 147 ; registrations (10s.), 9; registrations (1s.), 462 ; mining applica-
tions, 389 ; gold-mining lease applications, 221 ; special claim applications, 12 ; gold-mining leases
granted, 48. The revenue received was as follows :—Warden’s Department, £3,189 5. 11d. ; Resident
Magistrate’s Department, £148 4s.; fees, Licensing Court, £27 16s.; spirit licenses, £912 10s.;
‘Waste Lands Department, £529 4s. 4d.: total, £4,807 0s. 8d. Deposits on applications for leases,
£3,105 7s. 6d. The number of casesin the Resident, Magistrate’s and Warden’s Courts were: civil,
138 ; eriminal, 67 ; Warden’s, 11,

Mr, Trennery, the manager of the Golden Fleece Extended Company, has recently returned from
Victoria, where he had purchased, on behalf of the company, a diamond drill and rock-borer with all
necessary fittings and appliances. These are now being conveyed to the company’s mine and will
shortly be at work, the company commencing operations with the rock-borer. They are the first
machines of the kind introduced into this field, and it will be a red-letter day when they are started to
work, and it is sincerely to be hoped that the expectations entertained regarding them may be fully
realized, and the plucky shareholders reap the first reward of their enterprise. The result of the
operations of this company will be watched with great interest by all in the district, and should they be
successful other companies will probably follow suit in the purchase of similar machines, and a great
impetus to mining generaliy will thus be given. The County Council, recognizing the value to such a
district as this of the diamond drill, some time since sent an order to Melbourne for one capable of
boring 2,000 feet. This may be expected in the course of a few months, and operations will, I believe,
be commenced with it in the ground of the Homeward Bound Company at Boatman'’s.

In my last report I mentioned that it had been proposed that a low-level tunnel should be driven
ab Boatman’s by the several companies in the locality. The proposal has now assumed a definite shape,
and a tunnel some 2,300 feet in length will be driven from Little Boatman’s Creek. It was originally
intended that a double line of rail should be laid, but T believe it is now the intention to lay only a
single line, as that, with good management, will be found sufficient for all requirements. The tunnel,
which is upon the same level as No. 6 Tunnel in the Welcome Company’s ground, will pass through
the leases held by the Welcome No. 2., Occidental, Homeward Bound, Specimen Hill, and Great
Eastern. A contract for driving 600 feet has been let, and a portion already driven, and it is contem-
plated during the progress of the contract, to erect rock-boring machinery so as to expedite the work.
The following companies at present contribute towards the work, and will enjoy the advantages to be
derived from it—namely, Occidental, Welcome No. 2, Homeward Bound, Specimen Hill, North Cleo-
patra, Comstock, Great Eastern, and others are expected shortly tofollow. As the undertaking has been
entered into by so many companies, the cost to each will be very light, the wisdom of the step cannot, I
think, be questioned. The tunnel will open up a large amount of ground, and must necessarily be
productive of much good. ~

The Welcome Company which, during the past eighteen months, has paid such regular and hand-
gome dividends, is now preparing a chamber in the No. 6 level for the erection of engine:and winding
machinery to be used in working the levels below No. 6, from which a main shaft will be sunk on the
completion of the chamber, &e. The length of the present low level, or No. 6, is 2,600 feet, and is
connected by tramway and shoot with the battery. The battery consists of 10 heads of 7-cwt. stamps
driven by a water-wheel 25 feet in diameter. Itis one of the most complete plantsin the district, as in
connection with it are percussion tables, berdans, amalgamating pans, and other appliances for the
saving of gold,

As before mentioned, very rich stone was struck in the mine of the Specimen IIill Tixtended
Company. Rich stone was found in the ground now held by this company ten years ago, but then
held by the Lucky Hit Company. After working the ground for a long time a new company was
formed called the Creesus Company ; the Crosus Company transferred the ground to the Specimen
Hill Company, which afterwards amalgamated with the Little Boatman'’s Creek Company. On the
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amalgamation a new company, composed of the shareholders of the former two, was formed under the
title of the Specimen Hill Extended. Operations have been carried on on this company’s mine during
the greater portion of the past ten years, and, until the last few months, without success. Success will
now probably reward the shareholders for their perseverance. Sufficient work has been done upon the
reef to prove the existence of such a body of stone as to warrant the company in the erection of
crushing machinery, which has now been decided upon. In all probability the battery will be erected,
and pour out its golden harvest before the close of the year.

The Imperial Company’s mine is situated south of the Just-in-Time, at Boatman’s Creek. Many
years ago the ground was held by the Rose of Lancaster Company, and afterwards by the Alhambra
Company. The latter company did a little progpecting, and found some very poor stone. The present
company on obtaining the ground commenced sinking a shaft, and after sinking about 85 feet struck
similiar stone to that discovered by the Alhambra Company. After sinking a few more feet the
character of the stone changed and opened out into a good reef carrying splendid gold. Altogether
130 feet have been sunk. The company is about to erect poppet heads over the shaft and connect the
mine by tramway with the Fiery Cross and Just-in-Time battery sitnated but a very short distance away.
Everything will be in readiness for a crushing in about four months.

There is a proposal now under consideration for sinking a main shaft by the Imperial, Just-in-
Time, and South Hopeful Companies, which, if carried out, would doubtless enable these companies to
work their lower levels to a far greater advantage. Past experience in mining in this district shows
the advisability of carrying out main works of this description conjointly by the companies interested,
thus avoiding the unnecessary expenditure of money upon separate undertakings.

The Just-in-Time have had successful crushings of stone taken out of ground below the level of
Boatman’s Creek, proving, in this as in some other mines in the district, that the deeper the levels the
better and more permanent are the prospects and yield.

The Fiery Cross Company have now completed the sinking of the main shaft, and are now driving
for the reef. The company possess substantial winding machinery, which is in good working order.

The Bureka Company, whose lease is sitnated on the north-east boundary of the Welcome
Company have, after many delays occasioned by objections of Fiery Cross and Welcome Companies,
commenced operations, and are driving an incline tunnel of about 2,400 feet in length for the purpose
of intersecting the easterly underlie of the Welcome reef, supposed to exist on their south boundary
at a depth of 540 feet below the present lowest level of the Welcome Company. From surveys that
have been made it is contemplated that a depth of reef will be obtained of 270 feet; this depth, allow-
ing for the underlie of the reef, will give a length of 308 feet on the slope, or what is technically
termed 308 feet of “backs.” The company purpose erecting winding machinery to be worked by
water-power, and plans for this are now being prepared. Possibly rock-boring machinery wiil also be
employed. There are many who, for several reasons, are of opinion that the company will be unable to
earry the undertaking to a successful issue; I trust, however, they may be mistaken, as the work must
involve the expenditure of a large sum of money. The shareholders seem prepared for this, and are
buoyed up with the hope of ultimately securing a rich prize.

In the Murray Creek District the Golden Fleece Company have, during the year, struck a
splendid gold-bearing reef at a depth of 600 feet from the top of their shaft. This company was one
of the earliest and best dividend-paying claims in the district, and will probably return to its former
position in a short time.

The Keep-it-Dark Company have lately erected winding machinery and sunk a shaft which has
now attained a depth considerably below the level of the Inangahna River. During the last year the
company, after performing a vast amount of work, drove to and struck the reef, which has proved to
be of large dimensions and of very good quality. The company have had crushings from the reef
recently struck, with such good results that they have been eunabled to pay off I believe the greater
portion, if not the whole, of their liabilities, and paid a dividend. A continuance of dividends from
this mine may be expected for a considerable time to come.

The Wealth of Nations Company (now being re-formed) at presentihold several leases covering a
large area of land, and have now applied for a special claim to include the whole of the above leases.
Prospecting has been actively carried on for a long time past, and recently what may ultimately prove
to be a most important discovery was made in that portion of the company’s ground formerly held by
the Golden Bell, by the unearthing of a reef 4 feet think, which promises to be payable. :

The Result Company and Energetic Company are vigorously prospecting their mines.

The Golden Treasure, which I mentioned in a previous report, have been obtaining good stone
from their lower works, late crushings proving remunerative. They employ twenty-one head of
stampers. This claim will rank among the dividend-payiug.

The Caledonian Company, situate at Larry’s Creek, which many years ago had such good crushings,
have for some time past and are now driving for the reef from the bottom of their shaft, and occa-
sionally cut very rich leaders of quartz.

In the Rainy Creek District the lease and battery which fell into the hands of Mr. H. Graham
upon the old Rainy Creek Company being wound up, have been purchased from him by a newly-
formed company called the Rainy Creek Extended Company at a cost of about £4,000. The mine is
now being opened up and placed in thorough working order, and crushing commenced. Very large
bodies of stone are known to exist in the mine. In the same locality is the mine of the Inkerman
Company, who have called for tenders for the supply of a battery of thirty head of stamps. If not too
high, a tender will be accepted, and a few months may see the erection of the machinery.

Many years ago the cement leads in Lankey’s Creek were worked, but were on the discovery of
the quartz reefs abandoned. Attention has once more been directed to them, and a company (the
Lankey’s Creek Company) has been recently formed for the purpose of working them. The mining
claims in the vicinity, together with all the available water, have been purchased, and a special claim of
some 40 acres granted. A 10-head stamper battery, to be worked by steam, has been purchased at the
Thames, and will shortly be conveyed to and erected on the machine site. It is proposed to construct

- from the centre of the claim to the battery a main tail-race, which will be properly boxed and fitted with
false bottoms or blocks, In some places the ground will be worked as an ordinary sluicing claim,
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Tramways will connect with the tail-race, into which all the cement will be tipped, and so conveyed to
the machine site, where a tank paddock will be constructed. Everything collected in this tank paddock
will be put through the battery.

Amongst the companies that have progressed in development during the past twelve months may
be quoted to advantage the Golden Point Company, whose mine is situate in the Devil’s Creek District,
about two miles from Reefton. Severa) gold-bearing quartz leaders have been discovered. No trial-
crushing has yet taken place, but by all accounts they carry payable gold. It appears that there are
four distinet lodes of stoune in this mine, varying from 1 to 2 feet in thickness, and have been traced
down to a depth of about 80 feet. The company are preparing for the immediate erection of a 10-head
battery, and expect to be ready for crushing in a few months. The successful realization of the
prospects of this mine will have an important influence in the progress of quartz mining in this par-
ticular portion of the district. The company have performed a large amount of work, having driven
some 1,450 feet of tunnelling and 200 feet of sinking, and have spent over £2,000 in thus opening
up the mine. The erection of machinery will cost about £2,000.

The Oriental Company, situate also in the Devil’s Creck District, have purchased the battery lately
belonging to the Union, and have been driving a tunnel, about 1,200 feet in length and now near com-
pletion, to connect their mine with the battery.

In the Big River District, in the direction of which the County Council some time ago subsidized
by the Government, made a track, the Big River Company have commenced driving a low level into
the reef, from which good prospects have been obtained. This is entirely a new district, and if the
Big River Company are successful, the find will doubtless be of much importance.

By the courtesy of the managers of the different companies in supplying me with the information .
I am enabled to make up the following interesting table, showing amount of calls made, dividends
declared, &c., from 1st April, 1881, to 31st March, 1882 :—

Name of Company. Calls Made. %Zé?;rl;gs' 0%3:11;:;1 Yield.
£ s d £ s d.| Tons. Oz, dwt. g
Golden Treasure Gold-Mining Company ... 1,800 0 0| 1,401 1476 0 O
Nil Desperandum Quartz-Mining Company ... 479 3 4 143 15 0} 1,078 548 0 O
Homeward Bound Quartz-Mining Company ... 1383 6 8
TUnited Inglewood and North Star Quartz-Min-
ing Company 237 10 O
Gladstone Quartz-Mining Company 187 10 0
Eureka Quartz-Mining Company ... 466 13 4
Brutus Quartz-Mining Company ... 300 0 O .
Venus Quartz-Mining Company ... 600 0 O .
Bonanza Gold-Mining Company ... e 200 0 O .
Lankey’s Creek Gold-Mining Company 600 0 O “
Rainy Creek Extended Quartz-Mining Com-
pany . ..l 4,200 0 O
Gorge Gold-Mining Company 100 0 O
Golden Flecce Extended Quartz-Mining Com-
any g ...| 1,800 0 0 1,730 | 1,085 0 O
Energetic Quartz-Mining Company... 600 0 O 3277 | 1,185 0 O
Fiery Cross Extended Quartz-Mining Compan 800 0 O 373 464 0 O
‘Wealth of Nations Quartz-Mining Company ... | 2275 0 0 765 334 0 O
Golden Point Gold-Mining Company ..} 1,500 0 O
Dauntless Extended Quartz-Mining Compan 700 0 O
Keep-it-Dark Quartz-Mining Company .. 500 0 0| 1,450 453 0 O
Result Grold-Mining Company 950 0 ©

Welcome Quartz-Mining Company ... 34,500.“0 0 3,960 13,365.‘ 00

Specimen Hill Extended Quartz-Mining Com-

pany .. 1,458 6 8
Pheenix Extended Quartz-Mining Company ... 900 0 O
Oriental Quartz-Mining Company ... .| 1,800 0 O
Junction Gold-Mining Company ... 00 0 O
Occidental Gold-Mining Company ... 150 0 O
Big River Extended Quartz-Mining Company... 100 0 O
Southern Cross Qnartz-Mining Company ... 100 0 O
Hopeful Gold-Mining Company ... 124 166 0 O
South Hopeful Quartz-Mining Company 266 13 4
Tmperial Quartz-Mining Company ... 333 6 8
Just-in-Time Quartz Mining Company 700 0 O 736 818 0 O
Orlando Quartz-Mining Company ... 133 6 8
Caledonian Extended Quartz-Mining Company | 1,416 13 4
Morning Star Quartz-Mining Company 200 0 O
Tnangahua Low Level Tunnel Company 800 0 O
Inkerman Quartz-Mining Company . L166 13 4
Sundries 260 0 O

25,054 3 4 87,643 15 0 14,894 | 20,154 0 O

Alluvial 7,259 16 7
27413 16 7

4—H. 19.
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The value of the gold obtained from the quartz mines—viz., 20,154 oz. at £3 17s. 8d. will amount
to £77,844 16s. 6d. ; and the alluvial gold, 7,259 oz. 16 dwt. 7 gr.,at £3 16s., to £27,588 11s. 9d.;
making the total value of the yield of gold for the past twelve months £105,483 8s. 8d.

Several very disastrous fires have oceurred in the Town of Reefton during the year, resulting in
the destruction of a large amount of valuable property, and, what is far worse, loss of life. These have
naturally called attention to two most important matters, especially in such a wooden town, as this—
First, the urgent necessity of an efficient water supply ; and second, such a construetion in the buildings
as to render escape in case of fire more easy, and consequent prevention of a similar loss of life. The
guestion of water supply is now engaging the attention of the County authorities, and it is to be hoped
they will be able successfully to cope with the difficulty. The majority of the property-holders who
suffered by the fires, confident of the success of the district, have and are now erecting new premises.
The result is, as frequently happens under similar cirenmstances, the erection of more pretentious and
substantial buildings; there has consequently been great activity in the building trade. There has
been an influx in the population, drawn hither by good accounts and by the requirement of labour,
and there is not such a thing as an empty house to be seen. '

The population I estimate as follows: Reefton, 1,000 Europeans, 55 Chinese; Murray Creek,
Black’s Point, and Crushington, 528 Enropeans ; Boatman’s, Italian, Due North, Redman and Landing
Creek, and Cronaden, 500 Buropeans, 400 Chinese; Maori Gully, Devil's, Slab Hut, and Merrigig’s
Crecks, 59 Europeans, 260 Chinese: total, 2,087 BEuropeans; 715 Chinese.

A very strong and energetic committee has been appointed to collect different specimens of
minerals, marble, timber, &e., to be forwarded to the Christchurch Exhibition ; and I have every reason
to believe that a good collection will be made, and one that will be creditable to the district. It is to
be regretted that the movement was not set on foot six months ago.

The cart bridge over the Inangahua River has been completed and thrown open for traffic.
Tenders for erection of similar bridges at Little Grey and the Owen have been accepted, and, although
these are out of my district, must prove of benefit to it, as will the Matira Road recently opened. The
establishment of the overland mail service will ere long make itself felt and appreciated.

T have, &ec.,

W. H. Ruviwr,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Warden.

WESTLAND GOLD TFIELDS.
(Including pavt of Nelson South-West Mining District.)

No. 10.
Mr. Warden StraTFORD to the UxpER-SEorerary for Gorp Figerps.
S1R,— ‘Warden’s Office, Greymouth, 1st April, 1882.

I have the honor to forward herewith the usual statistical returns for the mining districts
under my charge, except that of Kumara, which I have sent in separately, and to add a general report
for the year ending 81lst March, 1882. The state of the gold ifleld is much the same as it was last
year. Such particular points as require attention will be mentioned in connection with the sub-
distriets to which they relate. ‘

Mode of Working.—The principal mode of working is by sluicing and tunnelling.

Barry Town.—Little change has taken place in this division since my last report ; no new ground
of any magnitude has been discovered. There are about 180 miners on this field, principally located
within half a mile of the prospectors’ claim, most of which seem to be fairly remunerated for their
labours. I mentioned in my Jast report that several parties had set into work at a place about six
miles north of Barry Town ; they have since left that locality on account of the poor nature of the
ground. There are a few parties of miners working along the beach between Greymouth and Barry
Town who appear satisfied with their earnings. The present mode of travelling is along the sea beach
at low water, but the track which is now being constructed by the General Government from Coal
Creek Flat to the Nine Mile will, when completed, be a great boon to the inhabitants of Barry Town
and other diggings on North Beach.

Brunnerton and Langdon’s—There are still a few miners working between Brunnerton and
Langdon’s, on the north bank of the Grey River, who appear to be making fair wages. At Langdon’s
several of the old gold-mining leases have been taken up by fresh parties, and they are all prospecting
for a payable quartz reef, which is supposed to exist in that locality ; very good specimens of stone
have already been obtained, but not sufficient to induce parties to erect machinery. The prospectors
seem very sanguine of this locality, and I hope to be in a position to give you further particulars in
my next report.

South Beach.—Between the Teremakau and Grey Rivers there are still a fair number of claims
being worked, but I regret to say that in some cases the returns are somewhat small, and, on the
whole, the result of mining operations during the past year cannot be pronounced very remunerative.
Two leases have recently been taken up on what is known as the Old Cement Lead with a view of
working the cement by means of a crushing machine.

Cameron’s Terrace—The population has greatly decreased since the date of my last report.
There are only about thirty miners at present on the ground, who seem to be getting & fair amount of

old.

g Rutherglen.—The population of this locality is about seventy-five Europeans and fifly Chinese.
The ground is worked principally by sluicing. The miners, as a rule, appear satisfied with their
earnings. :

ngmestone and Welshman’s—Situate about seven miles from Greymouth, with a population of
about one hundred, including about sixty Chinese. The ground is principally worked by sluicing.
If a good and constant supply of water could be obtained, the ground in this locality would pay well,
At present water is very scarce.
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Marsden.—Mining matters in this division have, I think, slightly improved during the past twelve
months. The population is about sixty, including twenty Chinese. Some of the claimholders are
making good wages ; others are doing very little.

Greenstone.—No material change has taken place during the past year. No new ground hasg
been discovered, and nothing worthy of note has happened. The population is very much scattered,
the Jargest centre being Cape Terrace, adjacent to the Teremakau River, where about one hundred
and twenty miners are located, who (with the exception of a few parties) are working their ground
by means of tunnelling and driving out, with fair results, On Duke’s Terrace there are about thirty
miners employed, who work their claims chiefly by sluicing process, and they all appear satisfied
with the remuneration received. Between Three-Mile Creek and Haye’s Terrace there are about
sixty miners at work, all sluicing and are doing pretty well. The result of mining in this distriet
is considered quite as prosperous as any other portion of the Westland Gold Field. There are about
twenty-eight double-arca claims, represented by one hundred and nine miners, and three extended
claims employing thirteen hands. The total population of this division is five hundred, including
forty-five Chinese. :

Arnold Subdivision.—No improvement has taken place in this division since the date of my last
report. In fact, I think the best of the ground has been worked out. The earnings of the miners
in some cases are very small indeed, but still most of them seem contented.

Dunganville—There are several claims in this division paying very well ; and although no new
ground has been discovered, yet I think on the whole miners are satisfied with the result of their
labours. There is a large number of Chinese in this locality, some of whom have exceedingly good
claims, paying as much as £20 per week per man.

No Town.—Nothing new has taken place in this division relative to mining matters during the past
year, with the exception of two small rushes having taken place at a locality known as Deep Creek
and Maori Gully. Most of the miners are now leaving Deep Creek, as they consider the ground
too poor, but others have great confidence in the field. The County Counecil, with Government aid,
is making a pack track to Deep Creek to enable miners to prospect the district. Everything is
very quiet at present, but the miners are working away with every hope of a better future,

Ahaura Division.—During the last twelve months there has been a slight decrease in the number
of the Buropean miners employed in this division, some having gone to Reefton and Lyell, some to
Australia, and others to the West Coast of the North Island; on the other hand, the Chinese mining
population has somewhat increased, most of the old miners and residents on this part of the gold fields
agree in saying that during the last few years the rainfall has not been so great as it was in former
years, consequently those miners who do not derive their sluicing water from permanent sotrces have
to submit to inconveniently long and frequent intervals of enforced idleness through the want of
water. This, combined with the poor quality of the ground mnow remaining to be worked, makes it a
difficult matter for men not possessed of sufficient capital to secure a steady supply of cheap water to
do more than make a bare living. A company is being formed to bring thirty heads of water on to the
Deep Lead, at Hatter’s Terrace. Should this be effected, it will probably give employment to twenty
or thirty men for several years, and cause ground to be worked which otherwise would remain
unprofitable. The operations of the Nelson Creek Prospecting Assoviation have been carried on in an
intermittent manner, and have been productive of no result so far. The ground npon which the water
carried by the Government race at Nelson Creek is operating is disappearing rapidly. If more pay-
able ground is not discovered soon, or the price of water materially reduced, there will be but a small
demand for the water a few years hence. The enormous quantity of tailings steadily accumulating at
the fobt of Try Again Terrace, which is commanded by the Government water-race, will have the effect
of making sluicing operations very difficult and expensive, and no doubt in the course of time it will
cause the abandonment of all the poorer ground. No new auriferous ground has been discovered since
my last report.

During the past year there have been 264 civil and 218 criminal cases heard in the Resident
Magistrates’ Courts, north of Teremakau (this return excludes Kumara business), and in the Wardens’
Courts 103 cases on plaints, 127 mining disputes on objections, and 1,176 applications. The total
amount of revenue, exclusive of gold duly, spirit licenses, and Kumara revenue, has been £3,692 0s. 8d.
This does not include the revenue paid into Borough accounts.

The cases disposed of in the Resident Magistrate’s and Warden’s Courts, Greymouth (not in-
cluding Greenstone) during the year ending 81st March, 1882, were as follows :-—Objections to mining
applications, 57 ; civil eases, 203 ; criminal cases, 178 ; Warden’s Court cases, 42 ; applications made for
mining privileges, 441.

The revenue for the twelve months, amounting to £1,195 8s., collected in the Greymouth Court, is
made up as follows:—Warden’s Department, not inclnding Grecnstone, £925 14s. 6d.; Resident
Magistrate’s Department, £214 3s. G6d. ; Licensing Court fees, £55 10s.: total, £1,195 8s.

The miners’ rights, licenses, certificates, registrations, &c., issued, and rents, fees, and fines received
by the Receiver of Gold Revenue at Greymouth during the year ending 31st March, 1882, were as
follows :—Miners’ rights (521), £521 ; business licenses at twelve months (7), £35; business licenses
at six months (2), £6; vegistrations (5%), £14 10s; ditto (134), £16 15a; ditbo (551), £27 1ls;
copies of miners’ rights (1), 1s. ; miscelluneous, £42 17s 6d. ; rents for leases, £235 14s; fees and fines
Warden’s Court, £26 6s.: total, £9235 14s. 6d.

The total revenue collected in the Resident Magistrate’s and Warden’s District of Greymoath
for the year ending 81st March, 1882, amounting to £3,692 Oz 3d., is made up as follows :—Grey-
month, £1,195 8s,; Greenstone, £280 13s. 6d.; Ahaura, £1,035 S8s. 3d.; Arnold, 1,180 10s. 6d.

The total number of plaints in the Resident Magistrate’s and Warden's Courts, also mining
applications entered in the books at the various offices in the district during the year ending 31st March
1882, were as follows:—Objections to mining applications, 127; civil, 264; criminal, 213; War-
den’s, 108—total, 707 ; mining applications, 1,176.

. T have, &e.

H. A. STRATFORD,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.,
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No. 11.

Mr. Warden StraTFORD to the Unper-SEcrETARY for Gorp Frrrps.

Sip,— Warden’s Office, Kumara, 24th April, 1882.
T have the honor to forward herewith statistics for the Kumara portion of my district, and to
make the following general report :—-

Mode of Working —Tne mode of working the ground has undergone a considerable change since
my last report, ground-sluicing having, to a great extent, taken the place of tunnelling. It has been
proved that the drift from the surface down to a depth of, in some instances, 60 feet, is gold-bearing,
and it is expected that the ground will pay well for sluicing on a large scale. The Teremakan River
—which bounds the Kumara District on the north—provides a natural outlet for tailings, and each
flood in the river carries away the tailings so discharged along its banks. The height from bigh-water
mark to the bottomn of auriferous drifs is about 60 feet, which allows a considerable fall for the
discharge of tailings.

Government Sludge Channel.—This channel i3 now completed and will prove a great boon te those
miners who hold claims a long distance from the Teremakau River. By the construction of this
important work some two hundred acres of land are made available for sluicing process, and claims are
rapidly being taken up. A large number of tail-races have already been cut into the channel, and
others are in course of construction. The length of the channel is about 80 chains, and it has been proved
to work in a most satisfactory manner. Precaution should, in my opinion, be taken to guard against
riparian rights being acquired along the banks of the Teremakau River, and especially below the mouth
of the sludge-chaunel for some distance, so as to prevent the likelthood of claims for compensation in
the future for any injury done by the discharge of tailings from the sludge-channel.

Government Dam, Kapitea Creck.—Owing to the breaking away of this dam in March, 1881, the
supply of water has been rather limited, aud in consequence of which less sluicing has been done in
the district; and, of course, the return of gold is not so large as it would otherwise have been. It has
now been repaired, and in wet weather gives a fair supply of water. When all the claims are opened
out and in full working order it is expected that twice the quantitv of water to that now available will
be required. The miners, from experience, have learned that, by using large quantities of water and
employing the best hydraulic appliances, poor ground can be made to pay fairly. The price charged
in this distriet for a Government sluice-head of water is £3 per week, and the miners consider this a
fair price.

I’)l‘he construction of a second dam in the Kapatea Creek is anxiously looked forward to, and this
will, when completed, provide an ample supply of water for the present requirements of the district.
Some of the sluicing claims now in full work are paying as high as £9 a week per man, but the average
returns from these claims, after paying expenses, 1s about £3 a week per man. The average returas all
round, including the claims worked by driving process, is more than half an ounce of gold per week
for each man. There is at present a temporary depression in the district, which is caused by miners
changing the mode of working their claims from driving to sluicing. In preparirg a claim for sluicing
a large amount of capital and labour is required; this makes the strain on business people very heavy,
as on an average it takes as long as six months, and in some cases more, before any returns are to
hand. There are seven extended claims represented by 86 men, and 95 double-area claims, employing
884 men in this district, and the number of miners (exclusive of Chinese) is estimated at about 650.
There are only 11 Chinese miners in the district. The total population is estimated at 2,300.

In conclusion, I may state that the district is in a sound condition, and I think it a significant fact
that there are no idle hands in the place. Hopes are entertained that the ensuing year will be marked
with greater success and a larger output of gold than has been the case since the opening of the fleld,

and I trust that these hepes will be fully realized. I have, &e.,
H. A. StrarrorDd,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.
No. 12.
Mr. Warden GiLes to the UnpER-SECRETARY for Gorp Frnrps.
Sir,— Hokitika, 21st April, 1882,

T am rather later than T intended in sending you my annual report of the gold-mining district
under my charge, and I now write it on the eve of a temporary absence rendered necessary by my
health. I have been preveuted by illuess in the first place from doing anything at all, and since that
from attending fully—whilst. expecting to be relieved—to all the matters requiring to be dealt with.
Mr. Bird having now relieved me of my duties, I am able to send a short statement respecting the
leading features in the condition and progress of the district during the past year, but without so much
detail as I wight in different circumstances have been able to supply.

The most prominent instance of progress is the new ground lately opened at Woodstock, on the
main road to Ross, within two miles of the Kanieri Bridge. 1t is remarkable that this ground, close to
a main road, and within a few miles from Hokitika, should only now, after so many years, have been
discovered to contain, at a depth of 50 or 60 feet, a bottom with payable wash dirt. The circumstance
is strongly suggestive of the vast extent of ground that may yet prove auriferous, without going into
the more inaccessible parts of the country to look for it. At the beginning of the rush to Woodstock,
and as soon as business people began to take up sites there, I visited the ground for the purpose of
ascertaining whether it was necessary to lay off ground for business purposes. I came to the con-
clusion that it would be premature to do anything by way of fixing a site for a township, as it appeared
quite uncertain where the true centre would ultimately be. 1 therefore requested the chief surveyor
to show the road boundary on each side by pegs, so that persons marking out business sites might
know their frontage line. There are now a good many buildings being erected, and there may be
about five hundred people on the ground. So far as my information goes there are about twenty
claims that have bottomed and found gold, whilst the number of those that have been unsuccessful is,
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I believe, unusually small. Tt i¢ difficult to say with any certainty at present, what is likely to prove
the average yield of gold, but there seems reason to hope that it may be as much as 4 or 5 dwt.
to thed]oad of wash dirt. Itis also impossible to say at present in what direction the diggings may
extend.

So far as present indications go, it appears that there is either more than one lead, or else that
there is none at all in the proper sense, the gold being generally diffused over the bottom. In any
case it appears highly probable that a much larger extent of auriferous ground remains to be worked,
and the present population may be indefinitely multiplied before the year is out.

Shortly before the beginning of the new Woodstock diggings, much attention was directed to the
Humphrey’s Gully district, and to the project of bringing in water in the course, or approximately so,
of the old Caledonian race. This work has been undertaken by a company which a short time ago was
successfully floated, and operations are now in progress. The diggings in this district, which is about
twelve miles from Hokitika, will have to be worked by ground sluicing, so that little can be done until
the water is brought in. There seems good reason to think that when this is done there will be
sufficient ground to profitably employ a very considerable number of men. A large proportion of the
auriferous ground is on a reserve belonging to the Hokitika Harbour Board, the revenue of which
body it may be hoped will be substantially increased.

I have now to notice the operations of the Ross Flat Gold-Mining Company, who hold a special
claim of 100 acres at Ross. This large area was granted to enable the deep strata to be worked to a
depth of 800 feet, and to facilitate this, as well as to benefit the whole locality, a tunnel tail-race was
to be made for a length of nearly a mile, and capable of draining the flat to a depth of about 90 feet.
This tunnel is now almost finished, with a perceptible effect on the drainage of the flat, and there is
no doubt that much-good will be proved to have been effected by it, even though the deeper levels should
never be worked at all. There is, however, good reason to hope that they will be worked, and that very
shortly, since the company is proceeding energetically with the main shaft, notwithstanding some
difficulties caused by the nature of the ground. I have much confidence that the operations of this
company will prove successful, and will constitute an important factor in the future prosperity of the
distriet.

The three centres of operations that L have now mentioned appear sufficiently promising to warrant
the hope that the depression which has so long settled over this part of the West Coast is about to
pass away, and I hope that my next yearly report may speak of a very decided general improvement.
The statistical tables will supply the usual information on the general state of the district.

I have, &c.,
J. GIiEs,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.
No. 13.
Mr. 8. H. Cox, Assistant Geologist, to the DirEcToR 0f GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.
Str,— ‘Wellington, 3rd May, 1882.

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with your instructions, I have visited the
Woodstock new rush as well as the Ross Gold-Mining Company’s ground, and the Humphrey’s Gully
Sluicing Claim, and herewith submit my report on the same.

Woodstock.—The new rush which is at present attracting a good deal of attention at Hokitika,
is on the Woodstock Hill, where the Ross Road first rises on to the terrace after leaving the Hokitika
River, and claims have been marked out on both sides of the road line for a distance of perhaps three
quarters of a mile towards Ross. It is, however, in a westerly direction, along an east and west line,
that the greater number of the working claims are situated, and in this direction claims have been
taken up for a distance of nearly two miles. At the date of my visit about 300 claims had been
marked out, and a population of nearly 1,000 men was finding employmentin testing the ground. Out
of these 800 claims, sixty shafts were reported to have bottomed on gold which was more or less
payable, the yield varying from 4 dwt. to 1 oz. of gold to the load. The thickness of the wash also
varied considerably, the limits appearing to be 2 feet and 10 feet, it being from the thinner beds of
wash that the richer returns were obtained. The bottom on which the wash rests is generally the
brown sands, which form the upper part of the Kanieri series, known locally as the * Brighton bottom,”
but in a few claims it is resting directly on the blue marls of the Kanieri formation. The sinking is
rot great, being on an average from 50 feet to 70 feet with, in a few instances, an even less depth,
while in the case of the Chinamen’s Claim, the furthest one south which had been bottomed on gold
when I was there, a depth of 96 feet had been sunk, and the wash struck was thin and poor.
The depth of sinking in this case was due to the shaft being sunk on a terrace. In several cases the
wash struck at the bottom of the shafts was not payable, but on driving better ground was met with,
and generally speaking the miners appear to be satisfied with their prospects. Two or three tunnels
have been started from the face of the terrace, in order to work claims which have been proved by
shafts,and I may mention, as giving an ilustration of the value of the ground, that the distance which
these tunnels are expected to be driven is about 1,200 feet. Two water-races (Hanlan’s and the Nil
Desperandum) arein a position to command the greater part of this ground, and by the system on which
the tield is to be worked, these should give suffictent water for a large number of claims. Paddocks are
being constructed at the heads of the shafts, and water will only be used from time to time, probably
about once a week by each mine, to sluice the wash-dirt that has been raised, so that the water can
be used by each mine in rotation. Up to the present no claims are connected with the water, but
several are cradling their wash as it comes to the surface, with very fairly satisfactory results.

The work which has hitherto been done is not sufficient to determine whether the gold rung in
leads or patches; but it is evident that if in leads, whatever may be their course, there are several
of them which may perbaps be only branches of a main one. Mr. Mueller proposes, when the works
have progressed somewhat more, to make a survey of the claims, and will show on all the information
obtainable as a guide to the settlement of this question As the matter now stands, one is justified
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in forming a good opinion of the ficld. Glold has been found at different points over an area of about
two miles long by a mile wide, and the sinking throughout is not deep, nor is there much water to
contend with. The position of the field is all that can be desired, being situated alongside a main road
and near to the Town of Hokitika. There is every reason to believe that the whole of the flat between
Hokitika and Ross will eventually prove auriferous, and the Hokitika Harbour Board are offering
advantageous terms to any party of miners who may prove their reserve to be capable of carrying a
population of 300 miners. Water-power is at once available on the field, and there is every prospect
‘of Woodstock proving, if not an exceedingly rich field, at least one which is capable of supporting a
large population.

Ross Gold-Mining Company.—The lease of ground which is now held by this company comprises
most of the leases originally held on the Ross flat, and which, during the short time they were worked,
gave some very rich returns. The Prince of Wales, Scandinavian, Morning Star, Cassius’s and Kohinoor
leases are thus held ; besides a considerable area of, as yet, unproved ground. The works which have
hitherto been carried on by the company consist of a tail-race 93 chains in length which has been
brought up from the sea coast, partly by open cutting and partly by tunnelling, and drains the ground
to a depth of 75 feet below the surface. This tunnel is connected with the surface at two points by
small shafts. The wain shaft, which was to work the ground, was started on the terrace behind the
town, the object being that it should be sunk through what iy known as the * terrace bottom ” which
underlies all the known belts of auriferous wash. This bottom is generally free from water, and it was
thought that by sinking here many of the expenses incidental to sinking through wet ground would
be avoided, bat another difficulty was met with : After sinking a short distance a belt of very fine loose
running sand, known as * pug,” was cut, and this so much troubled the contractor that he suspended
operations while he made arrangements with the company for a special rate for sinking through it;
but the delay thus incurred caused the loss of the shaft. This is the moreito be regretted as work-
shops and a water-wheel had previously been erccted at the mouth of the shaft, and thus a consider-
able amount of expense has been incurred. It is now proposed to sink a fresh shaft just below the
terrace, so as to utilize the machinery by simply turning the water-wheel round, but it seems doubtful
whether or no they will then be sinking on the terrace bottom. As, however, they would be certain to
reach this at a comparatively shallow depth, and the tail.race will drain the ground to a depth of 75 feet,
I think the position chosen will be a good one. The tail-race is considered to have cut the third bottom
at the furthest distance to which it has been driven, and the lowest known bottom is considered to be
800 feet below the level of the tunnel. The company would seem to have every prospect of being
successful. They intend to utilize the water-power which is available for the purposes of pumping, haul-
ing, &c. They have reduced their pumping to a minimum by the construetion of this long adit or tail-
race, and they have a large area of ground from which 11,543 oz. 9 dwt. 21 gr. of gold are reported
to have been taken during a period of thirty-two and a half weeks, the time the original companies
worked before being overcome by water with which they were not prepared to cope. '

I take occasion here to reproduce a map and sections of the district which were originally
prepared by C. Y. O'Connor, Esq.,, C.E,, in 1866, when the question of drainage was before the publie.
This map is now out of print, and is so valuable in giving information which cannot now be
obtained, that I am glad of the opportunity of having it reprinted.

Humphrey's Gully Sluicing Claim.—This, which is another of the extended alluvial claims lately
granted to companies prepared to incur considerable expense to work ground otherwise un-
remunerative, is situated on one of the Harbour Board reserves between Humphrey’s and M*Donald’s
Gruilies, which fall into the Arahura River from the south. It comprises an area of 98 acres, in which
geveral reserves have been made for small sluicing elahms which were previously in existence and which
are still to be worked, the company agreeing to supply them with water at a fixed rate. Trom one of
these parties a water-race in course of construetion has been purchased, and this it is intended to
enlarge and extend so as to bring in at least fifty Government heads of water, and by means of a
tunnel one mile or less in length 1t is proposed to reduce the total length of the race by about three
miles. From the engineer’s report there appears no doubt that at least fifty heads of water can be
readily obtained, and the race is to be made of sufficient capacity to carry double that amount. The
position of the company’s leage is exceedingly good, the whole of the wash being well above the
flats of the Arahura River, and tail-races can be constructed wherever it may be found most con-
venient. The thickness of wash-varies from 100 feet to 300 feet over the whole of the lease, and as a
result of several trial washings in a tin dish, taken at random from different parts of the claim, I am
pleased to be able to state that in no instance was a dish washed out without showing one or two
colours of gold, and in several cases there was a good-looking prospect. This is one of the points on
which the company chiefly rely as a test of the value of their ground, and I was curious to see if any
dish of wash could be got which would not show a colour, so that we tried prospects at all points of
elevation with the results which I have cited. The gold does not appear to lie on any bottom, but to
be disseminated throughout the entire wash, being sometimes richer and sometimes poorer, but in
all cases payable if large quantities are to be treated. The gold is coarse; pieces up to 3 dwt.
occurring, and from a trial washing which was made a short time agn when, owing to hedvy rains,
water was plentiful, 110 loads of dirt gave 14 oz. of gold. The day I was there, I saw some miners,
who were sluicing on a small scale, clean up their top boxes after three wecks’ work, with the result
that about 7 oz. of gold were obtained, and probably an equal quantity would be got from their
remaining boxes. There is no doubt that works of this sort require the outlay of a large amount
of capital, and in this case the estimated cost of the water-race alone is £15,000; when, however,
we take into consideration the quantity of auriferous ground which is there, and which only awaits
the introduction of water for its treatment, we feel assured that the judicious outlay of capital, were
it far greater than this, could only be attended with good results. It is, moreover, opening up a new
branch of gold-mining industry on the West Coast, and I have no doubt, if similar concessions ave
granted to other companies, that before long we shall see many more large sluicing claims at work,
and ground being turned over, which in small areas could not be worked remuneratively.

1 have, &e.,
Dr. Hector, Director Greological Survey of New Zealand. S. Hersrrr Cox.

“
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No. 14.

Mr. WarpeN Brrp to the Usprr-SecreTary for Gorp Firrps.

Sir,— : ‘Warden’s Office, Okarito, 4th April, 1882.

I have the honor to forward herewith the statistical returns respecting this district, for the
year ending 8lst March, 1882, as requested by your circular of the 20th February. Little or no
alteration has taken place during the past twelve months, no new finds of any importance having been
reported. A fine sample of gold has been got in'the Omocona Creek, south of the Waiho River; and
I believe the new road from Lake Mapourika to Gillespie’s Beach, which is now being surveyed, will
open up a large area of auriferous country, which up to the present time has not been prospected.

I have, &ec.,
Fravk Birp,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Warden.

OTAGO GOLD FIELDS.
No. 15.

Mr. Warden Keppernr to the Unpnr-SeoreETaArY for Gorp Frenps.

SIR,— Warden’s Office, Clyde, 80th May, 1882,

T have the honor to report the following particulars respecting the progress and condition of
mining matters in the district under my charge, which at present consistsof those known formerly as
the Wakatipu, the Dunstan, and the Mount Ida Districts. I only assumed charge of the latter in
December last.

Trar Duxstaxn Divisiow.

In the neighbourhood of Clyde, my head quarters, little or no change has taken place, as the very
few mining privileges applied for will show.

The sluicing claims up the Waikerikeri are still engaged in profitable work; and, on either bank of
the Molyneux, the old miners, the owners of all the available water, are obtaining results which appear
satisfactory to them; but for a long time no strangers (exeept perhaps amongst the Chinese) appear
to be attracted to the locality. Theo miners are mostly the survivors of the first rush here, in 1862-3,
and have settled down in small holdings on the river bank, and are satisfied with small yields; and for
their purpose there is yet untouched a large area of ground available for their water, and no doubt will
keep them similarly employed for some time to come. So strong is their belief in this direction that
they streniuously oppose any application of any of their number who attempts to obtain a title to his
homestead under the 66th section of the Mines Act.

Alexandra.—Two steam dredges have been constructed, at a cost of about £13,000, to work the bed
of the River Clutha, in the vicinity of this town, and between it and Clyde. There has always been a
strong, and I believe well-founded Delief, that rich deposits of gold are to be found in the bed of this
river and in the upper crevices or pockets of the rocks, of which in a great measure the bottom
consists. One of these dredges, however, after repeated trials, had to be laid up, the immense depth
of silt or tailings and the rapid under current proving an obstacle too formidable for suceessful
operations ; the other persevered until lately, and several improvements were added to its gold-saving
apparatus, but up to the present it has not been a success. The alluvial mining is still carried on with
the past success, and the yield of gold compares favourably with last year. The majority of those
engaged are Chinese. The quartz-mining venture in Conroy’s Gully has hitherto been a failure; an
attempt was made to float a company for the purpose of working the mine, but the fact of the
local miners taking so little interest in it damped the ardour of the Dunedin public, and the affair
langnished. A very fair antimony lode has been discovered on the west bank, near this place, and a
lease obtained. The matter is young, and no work of importance done.

Black’s, Tinker’s, and Drybread.—At Black’s No. 8 a party has been formed to work a special
claim obtained for a portion of this locality, which was formerly worked with astonishing results. It
is known as the Deep Lead, and, as its name would imply, is worked by shafts ; the preliminary works,
as will be readily understood, are tedious and liable to disappointment in a neighbourhood destitute of
timber and the ground treacherous, composed of drift, requiring strong timbers and skilful miners.
The old party gave up overcome with these difficulties, but the present occupiers appear in earnest,
and though unfortunate enough to lose a shaft or two have at length tested the ground with most
satisfactory results. They are now engaged in washing up, and I believe will receive full encourage-
ment to prosecute their work with vigour in the coming season (the Spring.) They have to bring
their timber from Tapanui, and I believe the cast during the winter would be too great. They have
received protection for some portion of their ground. 'The result of their operations is watched with
keen interest by the Black’s miners. At Tinker’s the premier claim, the Blue Duck, now owned
by the Mountain Race Company, is engaged in an important work—a new and very deep tail-race.
Both at this place and Drybread mining operations have steadlly prospered, and results appear
satisfactory. v

Roxbuyrgk.——Here on the river there are four current wheel dredges in operation, all of which are
paying their owners handsomely. The alluvial claims on the river banks and at Waikaia and Poma-
baka are still worked, and employ about the same number as last year. A quartz reef has been taken
up near the head of the Fraser River, upon the -Obelisk Range, and crushing plant has just been
placed there, but no returns as yet to hand. The prospects were good enough to warrant the trouble
and expense of bringing machinery such a distance and such an altitude,
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Cromwell and Bannockburn.—Iun the Cromwell division alluvial mining has been carried on during
the past year with satistactory results, showing no appreciable diminution in the yield. At Bannock-
burn a number of claims are stopped for the completion of large preliminary works—main tail-races.
At Pipeclay and Smith’s Gullies a number of claims, especially in the neighbourhood of the former
place, come regularly for protection, and all are convinced of the future success when the tail-race is
up to their boundaries. These expectants are all experienced miners, and I make no doubt their
anticipations are well founded.

Quartz—During the latter part of the year additional and, I am led to believe, important dis-
coveries have been made under this head in the Carrick Range. A lease has been applied for, and is
about to be issued, and other claims taken up; and I believe at an early period we may hope for satis-
factory information from them. The discovery is entirely new, and I hope next year to be able to
veport a substantial addition to the yield under this head in consequence. At Bendigo the Cromwell
reef is progressing ; the differences between the company and their workmen, which resulted in a strike,
have ceased some time, and steady work resumed. Considerable attention has lately been given to the
apparently lodes of antimony on the Carrick Range, and, indeed, discoveries of this mineral have been
very general over the mountainous portions of the Dunstan and Wakitipu Districts during the year.
The prospectors here have commenced the work of testing the value of the ore in earnest, and are
now erecting smelting works; and it is said as soon as these are completed they will be in the position
to employ some seventy men, and if they are as successful as the present appearances warrant the
company to anticipate, it would be hard to over estimate the impetus which would be jgiven to that class
of mining.

1 may also allude briefly to discoveries recently made of most promising samples of cinnabar at
the Upper Nevis ; the samples submitted for test have, under careful and skilful analysis, given the
high return of 84 per cent. of quicksilver. A considerable portion of ground has been taken
up, in this case as in that of the antimony discovery, under the prospecting license for “metals and
minerals other than gold,” under the appendix of the Mines Act. These regulations being so liberal
and easy to acquire appear to work very well to encourage prospectors, and I make no doubt that many
minerals, for which in Europe there will always be a large demand, that may be at presént unknown
even by name to the ordinary miner at present, and of which it is probable these mountains abound,
will be unearthed and brought to a profitable use. Scheelite, or tungstate of lime, a marketable ore, has
been found in quantities at Lake Wakitipu. It is said to be in demand for manufacturing purposes in
England, but until lately it would have been cast aside as useless.

WARATIPU.

In this portion of the district mining affairs have made but little progress, but on the other hand
I do not consider there has been any falling off. No new discoveries have been made worthy of note.
Public attention was directed some months since to a valuable, as it was hoped, discovery of a copper
lode, and some steps were taken to float a company in Australia, but though undoubtedly the lode
exists, it was found the expense of placing it in the market in a proper state would be too great; it
therefore remains to be no doubt cccupied in the future when the cost of smelting will be lessened.
The same prospectors, a Dunedin firm, have given an impetus to search for other metals and minerals
than gold, which has long been desirable. It is a well-received opinion that, besides the precious metal,
this portion of the colony abounds in mineral deposits, the appearance of which are unknown to the
ordinary miner, even if he has heard of them by name. Some few are curious enough to examine and
inquire into the nature of any strange lode or deposit they may come across when looking for indica-
tions of gold, but generally I think they are passed by.

The quartz discovery at the head of Lake Wakatipu will, I hope, be deserving of some remark
in the next year’s report; the shareholders are sanguine; at present the claim appears to be a mass of
auriferous quartz, which will keep the crushing-plant employed for some time, but they have not yet
discovered the reef from which this stone has been upheaved or separated.

At Skipper’s the reefs are being worked still under able management, and the sluicing claims con-
tinue to yield very fair returns. All the miners here are old inhabitants, and there have been no dis-
coveries to attract new comers.

Quartz mining in the Arrow Division of this part of the district is confined to the vicinity of Mace
Town, where it has been carried on with varied success for the last five or six years. On account of
the great elevation above sea-level at which these quartz lodes occur, they cannot be worked con-
tinuously, the winter interrupting crushing operations for at least five months in every year; this circum-
stance taken into consideration, together with the want of a dray-road from Arrow to Macetown, accounts
in a great degree for the slow development of these reefs. As an instance of success during the season
now closing the Maryborough and Ladye Fayre Companies may be cited ; 800 tons of quartz from the
former company averaged about 4 oz. per ton, and the latter obtained an average -of nearly 2 oz.
to the ton. Several newly-discovered reefs were reported (amongst the public) lately, ]out it would be
premature to offer any opinion as to their value or extent. A large number of mining leases have
been taken up, of which proportionately very few are being worked ; proceedings for cancellation have
been taken in three instances, and no doubt as the neighbouring lodes are developed with success other
similar applications will follow ; as a matter of fact a party of men or a company will be tacitly allowed
to hold ground without any work whatever, if it be not ascertained to be of value; they wait for their
neighbours to prospect; should their lodes prove auriferous and lead to the assumption that the
“shepherded ” ground is of value, the public will step in and enforce the working conditions or the
forfeit.

Alluvial mining in this division has dwindled down to a very small affair, considering that a few
years ago the Arrow ranked as one of the chief alluvial-mining centres of Otago. However, to judge
from the amount of applications for mining privileges dealt with by me at every sitting of the Warden’s
Court at Arrowtown, it would appear that the miners here attach some degree of importance to their
holdings, or they would not go to the trouble and expense to which these applications subject them.
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Settlement is progressing very favourably in this district, and the increased price of cereals will
greatly benefit the agricultural settlers here. The Arrow flats—the level country between the Arrow
River and Queenstown—have again yielded a wonderful average crop of wheat, the principal grain
grown, On the whole I believe the district has had a prosperous year generally.

Mouwnt Ipa Drvisiow.

Naseby.—No noticeable improvement in mining matters generally has taken place in this neigh-
bourhood. One new venture requires mention, and that is an attempt to test the low-lying deposits of
the main gully here, which has to a certain depth and in former years yielded such a vast amount of
gold. The Mount Ida Deep-lead Prospecting Association, who have undertaken this work, have com-
menced sinking a shaft ; it is to be 150 feet, atid a contract has been let to carry out the work. This
is a matter of general public importance. The undertaking is an expensive one, timber being unknown
in the neighbourhood, and will have to be procured from a distance.

8¢. Bathans.—No new discoveries have been made. A number of claims are at a standstill
awaiting a main tail-race being constructed. This work ig in the hands of the St. Bathans Channel
Company. Some of the sluicing elaims here are held under gold-mining leases, and all are worked by
the hydraulic process, the pipes for which are manufactured on the spot. When the preliminary works,
t.e., the tail-race cut and the head-race brought on to the ground, the work generally can be managed
by two men and often by one, who directs the water. The conditions of a gold-mining lease give as a
minimum of the men to be employed one man to two acres. This has been represented to me, and I
think fairly as a hardship. The profits of these claims are small and labour dear, and I think that on
representation the Governor might be advised (if possible) to modify this regulation in cases of gold-
mining leases of ground worked by this method. At Vinegar Hill some claims have washed up lately
with good results, and I believe this portion of the district to be in good circumstances, and if not
making any startling progress to be at any rate holding its own.

Kyeburn—No marked change, but I think mining is proceeding very fairly. Two claims changed.
hands during the year at £750 and £600 respectively. The yield of gold has fallen off, being
roughly 15,000 oz. against 20,000 oz.  This may be attributable to a certain degree to the falling off
of the water supply, in a measure owing to the last mild Winter.

The Government water-race, under the management of the Mount Ida Water-race Trust, has con-
tinued to be of great service to the district, and the miners have largely availed themselves of it.

Referring again to the deep-lead prospecting undertaking at Naseby, I have omitted to say, to
show the interest taken in this work, that the company is subsidised by both the Municipal Counecil
of Naseby Borough and by the county. In the early days, when the main gully was first worked,
the gold was obtained off what is known to miners as the Maori bottom, not off the bed-rock. At a
point about two miles lup the gully heavy gold was found on the proper bottom, the rock, which
suddenly dipped, and the lead was not followed. The present shaft is down about 100 of the 150
feet, but whether the present contract will reach bottom is a matter of conjecture. If the venture be
successful, it will give an impetus to mining in the vicinity.

In the accompanying returns a noticeable increase of cases in the Warden’s Court will be found.
Courts have been held at Queenstown, Arrowtown, Cromwell, Clyde, Alexandra, Roxburgh, Black’s, St.
Bathans, and Naseby. At the three first-mentioned places and at Naseby the Courts have been fort-
nightly, or two sittings during the week of my visit to that particular locality ; in other places monthly.
No public inconvenience has been felt or expressed on this score; but the incessant travelling,
amounting to between 400 to 500 miles monthly, leaves me too little time to devote to my accumulated
correspondence at Clyde; and, apart from that, the physical exertion and the exposure—keeping, as
I have, my appointments regardless of weather—is too much for even a strong constitution and ex-
perience in travel to continue for any length of time.

I have, &e,
JacksoNn KEDDELL,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. ‘Wardei.

No. 16.

Mr, Warden Woop to the UNDER-SECRETARY for Gorp Firips.
Lawrence, 12th May, 1882,
I have the honor to forward herewith the annual statistical returns for the Tuapeka and
‘Waikaia Subdivisions of the Otago Gold Fields.

The mining interest in the Tuapeka Subdivision is not in quite so flourishing a state as last year,
partly owing to the temporary stoppage of work by three of the large companies at the Blue Spur
and the cement workings not having progressed as was anticipated. The Blue Spur has been re-
surveyed during the last year, and there are now ten leaseholders occupying an area of 34 acres, and
employing one hundred men and four batteries of stamps, equal to seventy-eight stamp heads. Three
of these companies employ twenty-five men each. 1 hope, however, to see the companies which
have ceased working resume operations in a few weeks, either on tribute or on their own account,
which will be the means of finding employment for some fifty men during the winter.

Wetherstones—At this place not much is doing in mining ; the cement claims taken up some time
ago did not realize as expected, and, with the exception of the Wetherstones Cement Company, which
employs about thirty men, are not paying dividends. This company has purchased the interest of some
of the adjoining companies, and, with the large area now held by them and improved machinery, ought
to pay handsome dividends for very many years to come, and give employment to at least fifty men.

Waistahuna.—The cement workings at this place are in alanguishing condition—in fact almost an
indtistry of the past; the few Europeans there are all making small but steady wages, and the Chinese
seem contented with their returns, At Glenore (Woolshed) the same remarks apply.

5—H. 19.
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* Waipori~The European miners at this place seem to be making fair wages, but T am of opinion,
and it seems a general one, that there is a great future for it in the rich reefs already discovered and
being prospected for, and other minerals, especially antimony. The dredges placed on the Molyneux,
between Tuapeka mouth and Beaumont, have not been a success, and one of them has been removed,
after having given the locality what they considered a fair trial. The dredge “ Pride of Dunkeld,” at
the Beaumont, has been on good gravel during the last few weeks, and earning as much as £40

er week.
P Quartz Mining.—The work done under this head has been confined to little more than prospecting ;
in fact there is no reef in the districtithat can be called thoroughly opened out. The Clark Hill Gold.
Mining Company, at the head of Grabriel’s Grully, hold a prospecting area, and are endeavouring to
discover the lost quartz reef formerly worked by the Gabriel’s Gully Quartz-Mining Company, though
cross drives were put in a considerable distance north and south. The new company have driven one
hundred and fifty feet, and hope by following their present course either to strike the reef or connect
the two cross drives; but I have every confidence in the undertaking, as the shareholders are men of
energy who will not be discouraged by failure at first. At Waipori the Nil Desperandum, which is a
continuation of the old O. P, Q. reef, has had a prospect-crushing of about 50 tons, which turned
out about 19 dwt. of retorted gold per ton. The proprietors are apparently well satisfied, as
they are about increasing their battery to ten heads. The Lammerlaw or Cox’s reef is being further
prospected, and should be fairly opened out in a short time. They are reported to have got a good
deal of gold. Porter’s reef has had a prospect-crushing at Cox’s battery with good results. It
is in these Lammerlaw Ranges that rich reefs will be found. Esson and Co. have a prospecting area
on the old line of the Nuggety reef, about 300 yards above the junction of Nuggety Gully and Waipori
River, and have had a prospect crushing at Cotton and Robertson’s battery of twelve tons of quartz
taken from three places m the reef one hundred yards apart each, and obtained 10 oz. 5 dwt,
everything brought to grass being crushed, the width of the reef at 50 feet deep is about two feet thick.

- Copper.—The Copper Company at Waitahuna have their machinery now complete, and, with
thirteen men at work, should during the coming year thoroughly test the value of their discovery. .

Antimony.—This company has kept steadily at work on their lease of 59 acres situate on the
Lammerlaw Range, near the head waters of the Waipori River, all through the Summer. They have
had 28 men employed up to the present opening up their mine, and have got out a considerable quan-
tity of ore, which they are carting down to Lawrence Railway Station for shipment to London, as their
amelting works are not yet ready. They purpose working as long as the weather will permit, but the
inhospitable locality in which their works are situate will, I think, cause them to cease work for three
months of the Winter. The lode is described to me as inexhaustable and rich.

Waikaia Subdivision.—This large area has a limited population ; the principal gold finders are the
Chinese. The European miners, as a rule, take to rabbit killing during the winter months, and I
should say make on an average from 12s. to 20s. per day. The Meat Preserving Company at Wood-
lands give 8d. per couple for full grown rabbits caught in traps or dug out, and expert trappers get
20 to 50 couples'a day. The price, 4d. a rabbit, seeems a high price where they are so plentiful, but
it must be remembered that the skin is worth more than two pence, and if worth preserving should be
cheap at 14d. or 2d. a piece. Men with families make a handsome income, as boys from ten to fifteen
years of age, if smart, can make nearly as much as a man.

Gold.—The approximate production for the last year has been: Tuapeka Subdivision, 13,597 oz.
of alluvial, 8,112 oz. of cement, 741 oz. of quartz gold; making a total of 22,450 oz., and about
2,000 oz. from Waikaia Snbdivision.

Revenue.—~The total revenue during the year in the Tupeka Division from rents, &e., amounted
to £6,579 1s. 4d. ; and the fees and fines, Resident Magistrate’s Court, amounted to £264.

Land Settlement.—The agricultural-lease system must be considered as having been a great success
in this district. Since the system came into force, 1,086 leases have been issued, equal to an area of
66,526 acres. The deferred-payment system has also been very successful, and has been the means of
planting on the soil a good class of settlers. During the last two months 6,673 acres were thrown
open, and the whole area was taken up, with the exception of two sections containing 432 acres. Six-
teen of the sections out of the 25 taken up realized by auction an average of £3 per acre, the upset
price being 80s. The farmers are in good spirits, crops good, and prices high, leaving that proverbially
discontented class nothing to grumble at but the lateness of their harvest, and that is in a great
measure their own fault. If our farmers could be induced to get in their wheat in the autumn, the
harvest would be earlier, and the carting of the grain to the railways be done before the roads got bad;
or,if that was found impossible, farmers should obtain their seed from Oamaru or Timaru, and they
would find their crops ten days or a fortnight earlier than using the seed grown in the district. At Tua-
peka West, land, at one time not considered fit for cultivation, has averaged from 35 to 60 bushels to
the acre, and oats from 50 to 70 bushels ; the wheat grown there being considered by the millers to
be only second to Oamaru wheat.

Gabriel's Gully.—The Gabriel’s Gully Sluicing Company’s special claim has made great progress
during the last year, and have advanced several hundred feet through a bed of gravel tailings, varying
in depth from 20 to 50 feet, the whole of which is, I believe, more or less auriferous. The best gold
has, however, been uniformly found near the bottom, and this in spite of the ground having been
worked over several times before, it is said both by Europeans and Chinese ; taking into consideration
the enormous disintegrating power of the large jets of water which even cut up the slate rock, perhaps
the result is not so surprising. The main process in working is essentially the same as was so well
described by Mr. Carew in his last yearly report, so that I will not repeat a description of it.
I must not, however, omit mention of an additional plan for both bringing the stuff forward in greater
quantities and also removing all large stones, which will have the effect not only of lessening the wear
and tear, but will increase the quantity put through. This consists of a chain harrow revolving in the
main ground sluice, with tines about four inches apart, which, assisted by the water and driven by, say,
eight or ten horse power, will bring large quantities of gravel and stones to the main elevator, from
which, however, the stones are prevented from entering by an endless set of rakes which separate the
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large stones and pass them to a conveyiug belt, which will deposit them clear of the workings. The
company’s workings will soon, at their present rate of progress, reach a part of the old gully where
richer returns cannot fail to be obtained both from the top tailings, through being nearer the discharge
of the old Blue Spur sluices, and also from the bottom having been earlier covered up, and thus pre-
vented from being re-worked. I shall wateh with great interest the future development of these
important works, the success of which cannot fail to influence largely the future workings of a large
area of similar ground both in Otago and other parts of New Zealand. -

T have, &e.,
J. Nvuegext Woop,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields. ‘Warden.
No. 17.
Mr, Warden MarrrLaxp to the Uxprr-Seemerary for Gorp Frirups.
S1p,— ‘Warden’s Office, Dunedin, 26th April, 1882,

I have the honor to forward herewith the annual statistical information relative to the state
and condition of the Hindon Mining District for the twelve months ending 81st March, 1882. In doing
80, I regret my inability to report that the progress of the district as regards the mining industry has
been as satisfactory as might have been expected from my last report, or that there is much reason for
believing that the prospects for the next twelve months are to any great extent more hopeful. Having
last year explained somewhat fully the circumstances of this gold field, the following remarks as to its
present condition are all that are now necessary :—

Alluvial Mining.—Erom 60 to 70 men have been working the alluvial deposits with varying success,
averaging, it is said, about £2 10s. per week poer man. Many do not work at their claims continuously.,
Some combine rabbiting with digging ; others leave for harvesting, and retarn when the harvest is over.
As stated in previous reports, the alluvial workings of Hindon would be much more productive and
afford profitable occupation for a much larger number of miners if a sufficient water supply for sluicing
purposes could be obtained. How to obtain such a supply appears to be a somewhat difficult problem,
not alone from want of capital, but owing in a great measure to the depression of the streams that
would be the source of supply and the altitude to which it would have to be brought.

Quartz Mining.—In this branch of mining industry operations have been almost at a standstill.
‘With the exception of some 50 or 60 tons, chiefly test crushings by the Just-in.Time Company, no
quartz has been crushed during the past twelve months. Nearly the whole of the companies, including
the one just mentioned, have ceased working, and seven leases have been cancelled during the year for
non-payment of rent. The stone crushed by the Just-in-Time Company yielded 10 dwt. to the ton ; but
this was not sufficient to pay working expenses. In the Zealandia Company’s lease the reef, which is
throughout more or less auriferous, has been traced from the surface to a considerable depth, and
efforts made to discover what particular portion of the ground will best pay for working. There is
hope that this company will be successful. 1In the lease known as the Gladstone, Harrison and
Marriott have a well-defined reef, which bids fair to turn out payably auriferous. The lessees are now
having 100 tons of stone taken out for a trial crushing. The Hindon Company have merely put
through their battery one ov two trial crushings of stone from a newly-discovered reef at the Serpertine
in the Mount Ida Mining District. Beyond this, I eannot say that anything has been done during the
twelve months in the direction of developing the quartz mines of Hindon.

Settlement.—Agricultural settlement issteadily progressing. A considerable area of land has been
cropped with fair average results. A few additional sections have been taken up, and inquiry bhaving
been made respecting a number of others that were temporarily reserved for mining, it has been decided
that several of them shall now be advertised for sale. The total population remains about the same
—viz., 200 ; for, although the number of miners, as will be seen from the tables, is rather less, the

number of settlers and others has slightly increased. I have, &c.,
J. P. MAITLAND,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington, ‘ ‘Warden,
No. 18.
/ Mr. Warden RosinsoN to the Uxprr-SzcreTarY for Gorp Fizups.
Str,— Qamaru, 81st March, 1882,

I have the honor to report as follows upon the portion of the gold field under my charge as
Warden :—

In December last I ceased to be Warden of the Mount Ida Gold Fields District, but on my
removal to this place I retained jurisdiction over the portions known as Macrae’s, Hyde, Hamilton,
Serpentine, and Maerewhenua. It is with reference to these portions only that I have now to report.

There is but little of interest to note with respect to Macrae's, where a small number of miners
are regularly employed, principally in working over old ground.

Hyde.—1In the neighbourhood of Hyde mining has of late been giving way to agriculture as the
chief occupation of the inhabitants. The last important work—an attempst at turning the Taieri River
—as, unfortunately, by no means a profitable speculation for those concerned, and at present there
is no new enterprise on foot.

Hamilton.—There has been more interest in mining affairs. A number of new claims have been
taken up, and the large companies continue to work in a very systematic way, and with fair success.
To work their ground they have to put in long and expensive tunnels through the rock; one of these
now near completion was begun about five years ago. The workings ab Sowburn, about five miles from
Hamilton, continue to support a quiet but thriving community, who have for the most part been settled
for many years in the same spot. The workings are alluvial, '
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Serpentine.—The interest centres mainly on the quartz workings, which seem at length to be
developing into an important industry. There have been so many disappointments in quartz mining in
Otago that I hesitate to express any very sanguine hopes as to the prospects of the Serpentine reefs.
There have been some very encouraging trial crushings, and claimholders and their friends have great
expectations, but it will take at least another season before it can be said that quartz mining as a
paying business is fairly established at Serpentine. _ '

Muerewhenua.—Beyond a smali increase in the number of miners there is nothing particular to
note at Maerewhenua. It is generally thought that mining has on the whole been paying rather better
about Maerewhenua, but there are no signal instances of success to record.

I enclose the usual statistical returns.  You will observe that some of these are not filled up, the
reason being that the information has been included in general returns furnished from the Naseby
office, where all the records of the whole Mount Ida District are kept together in one set of books.

I have, &c.,
H. W. Rozsinsonw,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Warden.
No. 19.
Mr, Warden Mc¢Cvrroch to the UnpEr-SECRETARY for Gorp Fierps.
S1R,— Invercargill, 1st May, 1882.

I have the honor, in compliance with circular No. 95 of 2Lst February, to forward the annual
statistical returns for the Orepuki and Longwood District for the year ending 31st March, 1882,
Owing to the recent destruction of the Riverton Courthouse by fire, and the consequent loss of all
the records of the office, some of these returns can only be regarded as approximate, but they are
based on as close an estimate as it has been possible to make under the circumstances.

The condition and prospects of the workings in the district remain much the same as at the date
of my report last year. At Orepuki there is no change of importance in mining operations; the
development of the fine coal seams known to exist in that locw. y being still delayed ill the com-
pletion of the railway from Riverton to Orepuki, which is now being pushed forward by the contractors.
This line when finished will also greatly accelerate agricultural settlement.in the district. ~Up to this
date over 6,000 acres have been taken up by cash purchasers, and on deferred payments, along the
course of the line and in its vicinity.

Round Hill.—The Chinese population has increased from 270 to about 500, most of whom, judging
from the information I have been able to obtain, are earning good wages. These workings have
mcreased considerably during the past year, extending to the westward. The want of water, long
complained of at Round Hill, will soon be relieved by the bringing in of the water-race now in course
of construction by Messrs Bernstein and Co.

Longwood.—Operations on the Longwood side, I regret to say, are still in a state of stagnation.
Neither the Longwood Reefing Company nor the Geelong Company have resumed work during the
past year. Of thirty-two mining leases in foree at 81st March last year, fourteen have been cancelled,
six may be considered to have been abandoned, leaving twelve in force at this date, of which in all
probability the greater part will shortly be cancelled. There are, however, some miners still working in
this locality, and occasionally small parcels of heavy gold are obtained, but although it is probable that
some of the cancelled leases will be re-applied for, operations as yet are conducted in so desultory a
manner, that they do not warrant any conclusion as to the ultimate success of this field.

I have, &c.,
Hy. McCurrocm,

The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields Wellington. Warden.

WATER-RACES.
No. 20.

Mr. H. A. Gorpow, Manager of the Nelson Creek Water-Race, to the UnpEr-SEcnzrary for
Gorp Frierps.
Sip,— Greymouth, 5th May, 1882,
I have the honor to submit my annual report on the transactions connected with the working
of the Nelson Creek Water-Race during the year ending 31st March, 1882.

The revenue derived from sales of water has been £2.191 12s. 11d., and the expenditure on main.
tenance £1,355 13s. 6d., thus leaving a balance of £835 19s. 5d. of profit on the working of the race.

The approximate amount of gold obtained during the year by the miners who were using water
from the race has been 8,808 oz., representing the value of £14,565 12s., and the average number of
miners employed has been 67. After deducting the sales of water from the value of gold obtained, it
leaves the average earnings of the miners to be £184 13s. 8d. per annum, or £3 11s. per week.

The maintenance of the race has consisted of turning on and off water to the miners who are using
it, repairs to bridges and flumes, and the ordinary work of maintenance, including supervision. There
has likewise been a good deal of exira repairs caused by slips at various times during the year, and
about 16 chains of tunnelling has been constructed through narrow spurs, to avoid the places where
these slips occurred.

There has been no new payable ground discovered during the year that the race commands,
although a good deal of free water has been given for prospecting, but the demand for water is slightly
on the increase, owing to the large quantities of tailings that are accumulating, which causes the fall
or working the ground to get gradually less, and therefore requires more water to work it.
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SraremENT of RECEIPTS and ExpeNpITURE for the Year ending 31st March, 1882.

Receipts. £ 8 d Ezxpenditure. £ s d

1881—April ... 176 10 0 | 1881—April ... 75 19 10
May ... 86 5 10 May ... 377 10 6

June ... 190 12 1 June ... 104 15 3

July ... 153 1 8 July ... 85 18 7
August .. 186 9 2 Angust 84 16 8
September 188 2 1 September 96 15 8
October 229 15 10 October 84.17 0
November 233 17 11 November 82 0 0

- December 184 0 10 December 8 12 8
1882~~January 157 10 10 | 1882—January 82 0 O
February 197 11 8 February 76 6 8
March... 207 15 0O March... 118 0 8
Balance Cr. 83519 5

£2,191 12 11 £2,191 12 11

The following table shows the approximate amount of gold obtained by persons using water
from the Nelson Creek Water-race, and their average earnings during the year ending the 81st March,
1882 :—

No. of Men Approximate amount
Month. Employed. glf? Grold obtained.

Oz.
1881—April 78 294,
May 69 184
June 63 300
July 68 335
August 64 307
September 67 324
October 72 386
November 69 368
December 67 293
1882—January 66 271
February 66 379
March 64 367
808 3,808
Value of gold, at £3 16s. 6d. per oz. £14,565 12 0
Deduct sales of water 2,191 12 11

£12373 19 1

Average number of men employed, 67. Average earnings per man per annum, after deducting
money paid for water, £184 13s. 8d.
I have, &e.,
Henry A. Gorpovw,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Manager.

No. 21,

Mr. J. Gow, Manager of the Waimea-Kumara Water-Race, to the UnpER-SECRETARY for Gorp FIELDS.
Sig,— Manager’s Office, Kumara, 4th April, 1882,

I have the honor to make the following general remarks on the working and maintenance of
the Waimea~Kumara Races and Sludge Channel for the year ending 31st March, 1882 :—

Wazimea Race.—This race maintains about the same number of miners as last year, and I think
their earnings average much the same, except some of the Chinese, who are working very poor ground ;
they seem, however, contented with much smaller pay than would satisfy most Europeans. As the
shallow ground at the heads of the gullies is being worked out, the miners move downward towards
Stafford, and are now opening up extended claims on Tunuel Terrace, where the ground is from 40 to
78 feet deep, and much resembles the Kumara workings in character, but I believe not in value, per
cubic yard. The extension of Branch B race will command all this terrace, which will very soon be the
chief mining centre in this district, and will give employmeunt to a good number of miners for many
years. The sales of water for the incoming year promise to be equal to the past year.

Kumara Race.—There are now only a few claims working remuneratively in the old style—viz., by
windlags or whip, which are here termed “feeder claims.” Much of the ground which has been
worked in this way has lately been taken up in extended claims, with a view of sluicing into the sludge
channel, and many of the feeder claims at a considerable distance from the line of channel have quite
lately been abandoned in consequence of the new discoveries near Woodstock, where all who are doing
very little here are moving in the hope of getting a golden claim; even the Government race-
maintenance men, who have been in this employment for years, have gone to the new rush. This rush
will slightly reduce the sales of water for a time, but I do not anticipate a serious loss.

Kumara Sludge Channel—This is, I believe, the most important work of its kind in New Zealand,
and calculated to be the salvation of this gold field. It will enable the miners to sluice away a very
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large area of ground that could not have been otherwise so worked, and from a general knowledge of
the ground and the returns from claims now opened, it is anticipated that the yield of gold, although
extending over many years, will be in the aggregate very large. The tunnel and channel are now
completed, less 15 chains of boxing at lower end, which will be extended to the Teremakau River, as
the flat 1s filled up with the tailings, as far as it is generally believed the ground will pay for sluicing,
and is about 78 chains in length, fully 60 chains of which pass lengthwise through the centre of the
field deep enough to command the ground on each side for a distance of from 10 to 15 chains. In
order to command as much ground as possible and to reach the head of the lead, the gradient was made
240 per chain.  This met with much opposition from the miners, many of them (old sluicers) believing
it would not work. Quite lately, however, the channel had a trial which has, I think, removed all
doubts about it not working, since which time many applications for use of channel have been made—
in all 24 to date, and I know of several others to come in. These are more than enough to test the
channel’s carrying capacity to the fullest extent, even if they are divided into two lots of four hours
each for the day (it being customary to take the water for four hours only each day by the claims
now opened). This will equal 84 to 90 Government heads of water carrying débris eight hours each
day. From this it will be seen there will be considerable wear and tear in the channel requiring a
large expenditure to renew blocks and lining boards, also the extension of boxing at the lower eund till
it reaches the river—15 chains. - The revenue should also be large, as each party will average fully
five men and from six to seven heads of water four hours each day when the claims are well opened
oub, Most of these claims should be in full working order within twelve months, and half of them will
‘probably be ready within four months, in which case the present water supply will be totally in-
adequate. From 20 to 25 heads are now required daily for slnicing claims outside the sludge channel,
and there are every month of late additional claims getting ready to open out for sluicing. Unless
the loop-line dam is constructed quickly the water supply will not equal half the demand within
the next four months. This will be a serious loss to many of the miners now opening out their claims
to sluice, as their present work will render their claim sunfit to open out again to work in the old style;
therefore the want of water, for even a few days from time to time, means want of employment for
probably many men who cannot afford to be idle after so much labour and no immediate returns.
Provision for storing more water is therefore urgently required.

Kapetea Dam.—The dam was filled and flowing over early in February, and has continued nearly
full ever since. A large body of water has on several occasions passed over the weir, which has
proved the stability of the work. - , '

With reference to the probable increased demand for water at an early date, I should mention
that for the past two months there has been an inordinate desire to .secure large claims with a view to
sluicing same, and having secured the ground the next step is to apply for water, as it is generally
understood the water, when available, will be delivered according to priority of application. The same
rule applies to the sludge channel.

Herewith please find tables showing the revenue and expenditure on account of the Waimea~
Kumara Races maintained by the Government, from 1st April to 30th September, and from 1st Octo-

ber, 1881, to 31st March, 1882, I have, &c.,
‘ : J. Gow,
The Under-Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington, ’ Manager.
No. 22.
Mr. Drwis Dovrr, Manager of the Argyle Water-Race, to the UnxpEr-Szererary for Gorp Frenps
Sip,— Charleston, 3rd April, 1882, '

I have the honor to report for the past twelve months on the management and progress of
the Argyle Water-Race, and new works going on in connection with the same. ,

On 1st April, 1881, I started with a very fair prospect of good returns for the year, having an
income from sales of water of £61 11s. 9d., and expenditure for same month, including manager’s
salary, £25 19s. 6d. At this time I had the race in good working order, and calculated on having very
little outlay for repairs, when unfortunately the dam broke away on the 11th of May, carrying all
prospects of returns with it. This has proved a great loss to the people of Charleston, more particularly
as the season has been so dry—there has not been any season like it for over eight years, when the dam
ran dry, through long drought, and it took eighteen months to get it up again. On the 19th of May I
received instructions to build a temporary dam and repair flumes which were carried away, finishing
same on the 8th of June. :

As the supply races were in very bad repair, I had the parts put in order which were not actually
broken down; but, having no material on hand, I could only do some patching with pieces of old slabs,
as the boxes were so rotten there could be nothing of any permanency done but get as much water in
as possible; by this means I was able to keep a small supply of water in reservoir. On the 23rd of
July I received instructions to clear out the foundation of dam wall, which I carried out by putting in
a coffer-dam to keep back the water, and four pumps had to be kept working for eight days. On the
27th of August I received instructions to rebuild dam wall up to its original height and extend its base
20 feet wider, making it also 8 feet wider on top, so as to be 12 feet wide; this work I continued
until finished, on the 20th of October, making a very strong piece of work, which will last for a lo
time to come. I had to keep the water down while getting in the foundation, which is 6 feet below
gluice. In the course of construction I did not waste any water, but let it run to men using it along
the course of race until itrandry., When I began pumping out the coffer-dam to get at foundation, this
was a most difficult piece of work and required a good deal of care until I had the foundation secured,
which I had not finished an hour too soon, as it commenced raining while securing lifting gear.

I had several breaks in flames for August and September months, which I had repaired with as
little delay as possible. Since that time I have had several small breaks, but always got them repaired
with the labour of myself and a boy, keeping cost down as much as possible, with the exception of 5
little timber and nails,
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The tunnel contract being cancelled with the original contractors caused a delay of nearly four
months.

Since finishing the dam I have been principally repairing flumes and races. Every time the water
gave out in the reservoir, which was very often, through the long-continued dry weather, up to the end
of January, when I received instructions to call for tenders for timber for repairing supply races,
which I did by advertising in the local papers ; but receiving but one tender, and that being very high,
I did not accept it; it was 80s. per hundred superficial feet, delivered on works. Since the 1st of
February I have been principally out on supply-races, getting the work put in order, There were
tenders called for enlarging the old race and building flumes, and three sections of supply-race south
were accepted, and the work is being carried out, which they will have finished in about three weeks
from date. The sawing and delivery of timber was let for 20s. per hundred superficial feet, which
justified me in not accepting the first tender of 80s. The construction 1 am carrying on with day
labour, as all the tenders were too high.

The contractors for section No. 1 Argyle Water-race alterations are progressing well, so far; they
have but just started at both ends of the tunnel, so that they have got a very fair start, which I hope
they will carry out satisfactorily.

The old race is in better repair now than at any time since I took charge eighteen months ago,
and I do not expect any breaks of much importance for this coming financial year.

I have a very fair supply of water in reservoir just now, as it rained very heavy on the 16th and
17th of March ; therefore I feel confident of being out of water no more this year, as when the
supply-races are finished there will be a big supply coming in to reservoir,

The income derived from sales of water this past year is remarkably low owing to the foregoing
causes, amounting to the sum of £417 5s. 6d., while the expenditure was about £400. The rest of
the heavy expenditure was incurred on dam, and breaks caused by the bursting of the dam. There is
other expenditure which I have no account of, which is but small, having been paid through the
Treasury.

I have &e.,
Dexis Doy,
The Under-Secretary for Grold Fields, Wellington. Manager
No. 23.
The Cumarrmaw, Mount Ida Water-race Trust, to the Hon. the Minister for Pueric WoRks.
Sig,— Naseby, 7th June, 1882.

. You will observe from the statement of receipts and expenditure, which I have the honor
now to forward, that the position of the Mount Ida public works during the past year has not
improved. »

The Trust regrets that the accounts should disclose such an unsatisfactory state of things. A
comparison of this year’s receipts with last shows a falling off amounting to £227 0s. 3d. on the sales
of water, which is far from counterbalanced by the decrease in expenditure of £126 0s. 9d. Still
worse, the Trust was last year, out of revenue, able to expend £148 2s. 5d. in extension works, but for
the construction of which the falling off would have been more marked, while this year nothing has
been so expended. In last year’s report the amount owing to the Trust for water and channel fees,
is set down at £1,429 7s. 9d., in this at £1,169, showing a decrease of £260 7s. 9d., which unfortu-
nately cannot be credited to the improved circumstances of the purchasers of water, but is dve to the
Trust having found it necessary to write off £390 17s. 9d. as bad debts. Of the amount now owing, the
Trust’s manager considers not more than three-fourths can safely be considered good. The manager
reports an ever-increasing difficulty in collecting accounts, consequent on the more payable ground
being worked, and no new discoveries in the localities at present commanded by the race being made,
the miners having to turn their attention to that which is inferior, Ashasbefore been pointed out, the
Trust’s water only commands a portion of the Mount Ida workings—the original scheme, which would ~
have carried the race four miles farther and enabled water to be used over the whole length of the
field, not being yet carried out. .

The Trust has more than once addressed the Grovernment on the subject of extending the race,
and at its last meeting resolved to once more call your attention to its urgent necessity. The
estimated cost is about £1,000. TUnless the raceis extended there is little doubt but the disproportion
between receipts and expenditure will steadily increase.

The decrease in receipts is partly owing to the accidental breaking of the valve of the reservoir.
This caused the loss of nearly a month’s water in the best period of the year, and necessitated a call
upon the Government for the £500 voted against emergencies at last session of Parliament. It 1is the
receipt of this amount that enables the Trust to show £360 13g. 6d. in hand at the date of making
up accounts. The head-race during the year has worked well, no serious mishaps having oceurred, and
the supply of water has been good. The expenditure has been decreased from £881 0s. 10d. to
£608 16s., or by £272 4s. 10d., and is now at the lowest point consistent with safety—four men
looking after and keeping in repair the whole seventy miles of race.

The channel has continued to work well along the greater part of its length (the upper six miles),
but the low prevailing grade in ity lower portion, which has, since the channel was first used, been a
continual source of expense, has this year been move troublesome than ever. The expense of keeping
it working shows an increase of £176 6s. 3d., the amount for this year and last year being £407 18s. 6d,
and £231 12s. 3d. respectively. The sides, by means of scrub, have been raised over a long distance to
a considerable additional height, and it is probable that some reduction in the expense of keeping the
channel open may, during the current year, be effected. The loss sustained through water having to
be run down the channel for flushing purposes is considerable, but without that the greater number
of miners using the channe! and purchasing water from the Trust, could not work, Were the race
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extended, and the water sold on other portions of the field not using the channel, the expenditure and
loss of water referred to would not be required.

The Trust, in January last, dispensed with the services of its secretary and treasurer, making the
manager do the work. This will effect a saving of £75 per annum.

The Trust hopes that, either through funds being placed at its disposal for the extension of the
head-race, or through the discovery of fresh payable auriferous ground in the country at present
commanded, or from both causes its position may, during the ensuing year, be improved. During a
great part of the year all the water that can be brought in is fully employed, but a large proportion,
as has been stated, in the non-remunerative work of flushing the channel; and an increase of sales,
either from the extens,lon of the head-race or the sale of the water elsewhere, would, with the same
supply, greatly increase the Trust’s revenue on the one hand, and reduce its expendlture on the other.

With the settlement of the land the Trust anticipates that a demand for water for driving
machinery and purposes of irrigation will spring up, but the day is still distant when any great revenue
may be expected from that source. For such purposes the head-race commaunds the whole of the
Maniototo Plain and Ida Valley, as well as a considerable portion of the valley of the Manuherikia.

I have, &c.,
N. P. HiorrING.

The Hon. the Minister for Public Works, Wellington. Chairman,

Mouxr InA WaTER-RACE TrUST.—RECEIPTS AND DisBURSEMENTS from 80th April, 1881,
to 30th April, 1882,

1881, Receipts. £ 8 d 1881. - Disbursements. £, 08 d
April 30. To Balance at Bank - 11 6 7 | April 30. By Maintaining head-race 608 16 0
Dec. 8L,  Cash for water sold and chan- Maintaining channel 407 18 6

nel fees, from 30th April to Extra labour " 108 10 6

1882, 31st December, 1881 1,130 19 O General management manager
Feb., —. Cash received from Government 506 0 0 and waterman’s salaries, office
April 30. Cash received for water sold and rent, &e. 535 14 6

channel fees, from 1st Janu- Forage account ‘e 15 9 1

ary to 30th April, 1882 548 10 10 Tools and implements 28 511

Secretary’s salary to 8lst Dec. 50 0 O

1882, Timber account 56 8 6

April 30. To Printing and stationery o 1119

Postage and receipt stamps ... 2 1 4

Law charges - 516 10

Balance at Bank . 360 13 6

£2,190 16 5 ’£Z,190 16 6

Assets. £ s d Liabilities.
To Balance at Bank 360 13 6 Nil
Accounts owing for water and

channel fees .« 1,160 0 O
£1,629 13 6

N. P. Hyorrivg,
Chairman.
Davip Barroxw.
RicearpD WEBBER.
R. JoHNSTONE,
Secretary and Treasurer.

T hereby certify that I have examined the books and vouchers of the Mount Ida Water-race Trust,
and compared the accounts with the same, which are found correct.

Joux F., GarvEy,

Aud1tor, st J une, 1882,
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No. 1.

STATEMENT showing the Reventr of the Gorp Freups collected in the several Disrrrerd, and the Gorp Dury
of the CoroNy of New Zraranp, for the period from lst January to 31st December, 1881.

H.—19.

. Water- Gold-mining Fees and .
Dusmmcn, | Tightn| Busiees | o | Tewon Renfs | gt |y Eee | M | g,
&o. Royalties, Courts.

AUCRLAND. £ 8. d| £ s 4| £ s d £ 8 d| £ s d|£ s d| £ s d] £ s d
Graliamstown 598 0 O 1431 7 2(8 6 0)4%8 5 0120517 612396 15 8
Coromandel 251 0 O 63716 3| 2 0 0| 4 8 01211 8 01,106 12 3
Ohinemuri 16t 0 0 1,611 18 2 e e 6L 5 01834 3 2
Te Aroha 189 0 0(208 0 0 " 195 0 0|25 5 01111 0|38 4 O 662 0 0
Aueckland . . . . 1 00 1 00

1,199 0 0203 0 O 3876 1 711011 0|94 4 0 517 14 6 (6,000 11 1
Hawke's Bay.
Napier .., - - 1 00 1 00
‘WELLINGTON.
Wellington “ . 11 0 0 11 0 ©
Nzerson.
Collingwood .. 15919 O 5 0 0| 115 0 8614 0|1516 0| 812 0, O 1 O} 27717 O
Waestport and 452 0 0} 385 0 0(3710 0| 3846 5 67212 0/29 7 O . 972 14 6
Charleston
Ahaura... 38 0 O} ¥ 0 01010 O 18415 0,24 8 614 8 0| 110 0| 678 6 6
Reefton 559 1 021915 0]1617 6 ;1,28012 62814 01218 O 3 1 0212019 ©
Wangapeka 3 0 0 1 00 120 38 2 0
West Wanganui ... 518 6 419 6 1518 0 0 9 0 27 5 0
Lyell .. 215 0 O 381 0 01212 6 325 0 0|15 7 0|14 9 6] 2 0 0| 615 9 O
No Town ..l 169 0 O 5 0 0| 712 6 1219 0| 919 0| 8 0 O 20710 6
1,964 18 687514 6 |8717 62252 4 0 168 2 68214 6| 612 04938 3 6
MARLBOROUGH. -
Havelock " 18 0 0, 21 0 O 417 6 9011 8 818 61111 0 v 32418 8
Blenheim . 2 0 0 2 00
188 0 0| 21 0 0] 417 6 9011 8| 818 61111 0| 2 O O| 32618 8

‘WESTLAND, _— —_— —

" Hokitika 98 0 O 5 0 0 110 0 " 113 0 2 30 012 0O 10818 O
Kanieri e 141 0 O 25 0 0 9 5 0 10 9 0 1 70 318 0 19019 ©
Greymouth 605 0 O 40 0 03010 O 7710 030 0 02216 O 1 2 0 806 18 O
Ross ..l 25 0 0| 19 0 01010 0| 17615 0| 813 0|1014 O| 419 6| 43511 6
Stafford ves 168 0 0 3 0 0/1515 O 14 0 01215 01619 © 6 1 0| 28610 O
Okarito 87 0 O| 48 0 0] 4 7 6 5 0 0| 811 0, 8 7 0| 2 1 0| 153 6 6
Greenstone .| 251 0 0 15 0 0| 4 7 6 " 1218- 0|16 8 0 209 13 6
Maori Gully 113 0 O 6 0 012 2 6 11 8 0| 418 0| 0 1 0| 147 4 6
Clifton " 200 0 0 13 5 0 5 0 0;,1015 0 3 8 0 232 8 0
Kumara e 506 0 041124 0 O 110 © 1615 0|32 9 0 1 40 681 18 0O
Jackson’s Bay 3 00 017 6 " 0 3 0] .. 070 4 7 6
Goldsborough 240 0 O 29 2 6 23 9 0{1611 0| 1114 0| 82016 6
) 2,617 0 028 0 0(i338 2 6| 278 5 0142 4 0131 0 03119 6 (361811 O
Orago. - —_— —
Dunedin .1 111 0 0| 10 0 0, 515 0 8 0 0] 1 9 0 012 0| 1 0 O} 21216 O
Naseby ..l 78 0 0| 61 0 05312 6| 221 8 8(25 9 02312 0/ 1 8 0{1,169 5 2
Black’sand 8t. Ba-| 140 O 0| 31 0 0| 712 6 10 0 0/ 2 8 0 516 0] 810 0| 205 6 6
thans
Manuherikia ,,.,| 179 0 0 5 0 0| 415 0 . 312 0{11 0 0| 010 O 20317 O
Clyde .| 106 0 O 5 0 0| 717 6 21 5 018 0] 2 40 143 14 6
Mount Benger ...| 2183 0 O et 8 7 6 010 0| 614 0| 411 O 233 2 6
Cromwell .| B17 0 0| 71 0 0{2015 O 5018 42219 0(3210 0] 1 5 0O} 716 7 4
Queenstown W] 216 0 O 11 0 014 0 O 157 13 412 9 01410 O 425 12 4
Arrowtown 266 0 0| 8% 0 01410 O/ 15313 410 2 022 0 6(1013 O | 5131810
Lawrence .. 601 0 O] 99 0 0|1415 0| 292 8 4| 56 0 02515 0|13 14 0 |1,0561 12 4
Switzers 17918 0 1619 01016 6 3 00 210 0 813 0 e 22116 6
Orepuki 461 0 O 28 0 012 7 6 90 5 0 5 9 0{13 5 0 " 610 6 6
377218 0 |87419 0175 4 0[1,08317 0,99 9 0164 8 6|37 0 0570715 6
Gold duty received during the year in the undermentioned provincial districts :—

Auckland .., .. £8,240 10 10 Marlborough ... £137 16 6

Wellington ... 1 80 Westland " e 7,752 18 4

Nelson 5,833 311 Otago 10,260 16 6

Jaues C. Gavin, Receiver-General,
No. 2.

STATEMENT showing the REVENUE of the GoLp Firrps collected in the several DisTrICTS, and the Goip Dury
of the CoroNy of NEW ZEArAND, for the period from lst January to 31st March, 1882,

Gold-Mining

. Fees and
- B Water-races, | Leases, Ronts, g .1 s ] .
DISTRICT. Miners® Rights, Li‘:;s;:::::. Sfuf:e:?%ca:. 21?; %i::. % |Registration, cﬂl;:,sbx:; Miscellaneous;  Totals.
AUCKLAND, £ s 4| £ s 4.1 £ 8 d. £ 5 d. | £ 8 d. £ s d|£ 8 d £ 8 d
Grahamstown ., 70 0 O e v 26815 0|12 7 O 314 0 3 1 8| 3717 8
Coromandel . 13 0 0 e e 13 0 O e 210 O 2810 O
Ohinemuri 20 0 O e v 616 5 O e 11 18 10 648 3 10
Te Aroha v 47 0 0212 0 O e 448 0 01812 639 9 0(1011 O 770 12 6
Auckland e
150 0 0212 0 0 1346 0 012519 6 28 1 6(1,805 4 O

43 3 0
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No. 2—continued.

STATEMENT showing the RuveNvE of the Gorp FIrLps collected in the several Dlsinrcms, and the Gorzp Dyry
of the Corony of NEw ZEATAND, for the period from 1lst January to 31st March, 1882,

e ococoraloCcocowomocoomolalontlwloecomwe ool ol oF

. Gold-Mining Fees and
.~ Disreicr. Miners’ Rights. fgsmess Water-races,| Leases, Rents, Registration.| Fines, War- |Miscellaneous Totals.
- dcenses. Sluices, &c. and dens' Courts
Royalties. ‘
Hawgw's Bay. £ s d| £ 8 d| £sd| £ s d| £8d| £5d! £s d| £ 8 d
Napier T . 1 00 1 0
ELLINGTON. —_ ————
Wellington - 2 00 2 0
- NE1gON.. e - —_— —
Collingwood 34 0 0 " 1 00 24 0 0 315 6{ 0 7 0} O 0 6 63 8
Westport and] 180 0 O . 915 0 23210 0|13 3 O 9 8 0 394 16
Charleston
Ahaura 5 0 0| 14 0 0O} 8 7 6 5616 6] 6 0 0/ B 4 0| 010 0| 16018
Reefton® - i 104 1 O 57 0 O 5 5 0 436 1 8 7 4 0 21 0 . 611 12
Wangapeka veloo11 0 0 0 2 6 010 11 3
West Wanganui,.. 018 © 21 9 0 22 7
Lyell - - - | -9 0.0 11 0 0| 5 5 0| 150100} 5 7 0| 2 %7 0O e 269 9
Xo Town 47 0 0 - 117 6 . 3 6 0O . 52 3
B ; 498 19 © 82 0 0./2612 6 921 7 23816 6/19 7 0 010 6 {1,585 12
MARLBOROUGH. - —
Havelock 24 1 0 1 2 6 4310 0] 211 0|14 7 O 85 11
Blenheim . el L e 1 00 10
; 24 1 0 1 2 6 4310 0 211 0|14 7 0| 1 0 O 86 11
"W ESTLAND. _—
Hokitika 94 0 0127 0 O 010 © 213 0 010 O 0 4 0 224 17
Kumara .. 190 0 0] 25 0 0] O 7 6 010 0| 516 012 0 0| 2 7 0} 236 O
Grreymouth ..] 141 00| 20 Q 0| 8 0 O 310 0| 5 6 0| 518 © - 251 14
Ross ... o 63 0 O 8 0 0 212 6 78 0 0 17 0 015 0 15 6 155 0
Stafford 47 0 0 4 0 0 10 6 0 4 4 0| 810 0 112 O 70 6
Okarito 18 0 0 5 0 0] 010 © ver 012 0 017 0 0 2 0 25 1
Greenstone 55 0 0 5 0 0 017 6 . 116 01 1 0 63 14
Maeri Gully ... 39 0 0 210 0 " 117 0 43 7
Clifton ... 75 0 0 317 6 1 00 216 0| 116 0 84 9
Kanieri 78 00§ 153 0 0| 215 0O 215 0 1 20 99 12
Jackson’s Bay ... 100 0'3 0. .. 1 3
Goldsborough ... 93 0 0 . 610 0 " 5 6 0,1 0 0{ 213 0| 108 9
‘ 894 0 0(2053 0 0|383010 0| 1683 0 0 /3411 0 27 7 0] 9 5 6 (1,363 13
». Orago. : - -
Dunedin 22 0 0 8 0,0 110 0 610 0 112 0 1.0 0| 4012
Naseby ..l 18 0 0| 11 5 01212 6 87 3 4, 517 01119 0 . 314 16 1
Black's and St. 28 0 O 5 0 0l 1 5 0 012 0}/ 011 0 8 0 O 43 8
‘Bathans
Maunuherikia ... 42 0 O " 1 2 6 12 0/18 0 45 12
Clyde ... 22 0 0 . 1 2 6 16 6 8| 0 4 0O 39 13
Mount Benger ...| 48 0 0 217 6 1 2 0| 016 0 52 15 6
Cromwell L e 120 0 © 23 0 0 510 0 2215 0 311 0 4 9 0 010 O 179 15 0
Queenstown 67 0 0 3 00 81766 1% 0 0, 010 0] 0 9. 0 "8 6 6
Arrpwtown - 9% 0 01 . .. 4 5 0 19 3 4| 210 02518 0| 0 5 0| 147 1 4
Lawrence 143 0 © 11 0 0 3 7 6 42 1 8 117 © 016 0 0 2 0] 202 4 2
Switzers 35 17 6 010 0 3 00020 3899 6
Orepuki 80 0-0 8 0 0 215 0 2510 0] 1 1. 0 117 6 0
Stewart Island ... 2 00 2 0.0
888 17.6.) 69 5 0140 b O} 23710 0/20 0 0146 6 01117 01,314 O 6

" Gold Duty received during the guarter in the undermentioned provincial distriets :—

Auckland ... w £749 811 Marlborough .., £2 17 11
‘Wellington ... 0 8 0 ~ Westland e e 2,385 12 8

Nelson v 1,583 12 11 Otago L 258611 1
. Jaues C. GAviN, Receiver-Greneral.

No. 3.
COMPARATIVE RETURN of REVENUE derived from the Gorp FIerps in the several Distrrctrs of NEw ZEALAND
during’ the Years 1880 and 1881, showing INCREASE or DECREASE under each head of REVENUE.

A B Water. | Golii-Mining R Fges and » . 1
s . s . e el
Diszzror. Rights. | Licenses, | Slaices, | Rents and | tration. | Wardeas’ Tansons. gxfty. Total.
&e. Royalties. Courts.
\
AUCKLAND,— . £ £ £ £ £ £ £ . £ £
Year 1880 1,717 384 2,274 85 41 291 4,593 | 9,385
" Year 1881 1,199 203 3,876 110 94 518 3,023 9,028
Inerease e 1,602 25 53 229
) Decrease R 518 181 e 1,570 *362
Hiwrr's Bay,— :
Year-1880-- - e 16 16
Year. 1881 e ‘e REVPR N I e 1 1
o Inerease SR o e
Decrease - v N . 15| .. *15
WEILINGTON,— : ) : ]
Fear 1880. P PR I I S 1
Year 1881 ¢ ... T e | e 11 1 12
- Increase - ~ P P . L e 10 . 1 *11
¢ Decreast T [ ol Lok 0wl [ETTIT R O | C e

* Net, »,"ns‘ j F e
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No, 3—-continued.
COMPARATIVE RETURN of Revenve derived from the Gorp Fizrps in the several DrsTrIcTs of NEW ZEATAND
~ during the Years 1880 and 1881, showing INCREASE or DECREASE under each head of REVENUE,

i N — Water- GO}Z‘? -Mining Regi Fﬁgs and . Gold

1ner usin - ne: -~

Disreror, Rig]elt:. Lieens:?, Sli?x‘iii’s, Retft?:e:ﬁd tr:ét)sn. Walrdes;s’ lallx:ll:rc)ils. ' Dx?tly. Total.

&e. Royalhes. Courts.

Nz1soN,— £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Year 1880 e 1,662 226 97 1,493 { - ‘208 | 85 24 5,558 9,353
Year 1881 we . 1,965 875 88 2,252 168 83 7| 5,883 10,771

Increase 808 149 759 e 275 | *1,418
Decrease ver 9 40 2 17

MARLBOROUGH,— .

Year 1880 178 19 5 113 6 1 155 477

Year 1881 188 21 5 20 9 11 2 138 464
Increase 10 2 e 3. 10 2 v
Decrease . 23 17 *¥13

WESTLAND,~— .

Year 1880 2,755 364 122 218 143, 129 33 8,712 | 12,471

Year 1881 2,617 285 133 278 C 142 131 32 7,758 | 11,871
Increase 11 65 2
Decrease 138 79 1 1 959 | *1,100

O1Ag0,~—

Year 1880 3,870 408 181 1,267 98 179 31| 11,839 | 17,373
Year 1881 3,778 375 175 1,084 99 164 87 | 10,261 | 15,968
Increase 1 v .6
Decrease a7 33 8 183 | .. 15 1,078 | *1,405
* Net.

James C. GaviN, Receiver-General.

No. 4.
COMPARATIVE RETURN of the Torar AMounts of Goup FisLps REVENUE (exclusive of Glold Duty) collected in
the several Districts during the Years 1880 and 1881, and the Quarters ending 31st March, 1881 and 1882, showing
the INCREASE or DECREASE in respect of each District. .

- Years 1880 and 1881. Quarter from 1st January to 31st March,
" D1sTRICT,
1880, 1881, Increase, | Decrease. 1881, 1882, Increage. | Decreass.
AUOKLAND. £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Grahamstown we | 2,686 2,397 239 407- 358 49
Coromandel... . . 741 1,106 | 365 105 28 il
Te Aroha " 1,080 662 418 368 771 403
Ohinemuri ... v e . 335 1,884 | 1,499 , 142 648 506 s
Aunckland vee e 1 1 1 1
NErgow. ) ) I
Collingwood ... 181 278 97 89 63 . - 26
‘Westport and Charlestowu 1,069 972 97 331 895 64 e
Ahaura o 694 678 16 218 161 57
Reefton wo | 1L,066 | 2,121 | 1,085 o | 540 611 71
Wangapeka ... 31 38 7 " 15 11 4
West Wanganul R 30 924 3 18 22 4 e
Lyell . 496 615 119 201 270 69
No Town 229 208 21 61 - 52 -9
MARLBOROUGH. : :
Havelock . 322 325 3 80 86 6
Blenheim 2 2 2 1 1
‘WESTLAND. !
- Hokitika 74 109 35 25 225 200
Kanieri - ... 219 191 28 72 99 27
Greymouth ... 877 807 70 296 252 44
Ross 454 435 19 145 155 | 10
Stafford 249 236 13 G4 70 6
Okarito 158 153 5 27 25 2
Greenstone ... 207 300 93 83 64 19
Maori Gully ... v 171 147 24 34 43 9
Clifton 268 282 36 53 84 | ~ 31
Kumara . . 730 682 48, - 186 | 236 ] - 50
JacksonsBay " e 14 4 10 2 1 1
Goldsborough.,.. 338 321 17 83 108 25
OraGo, .
Dunedin e 244 - 213 31 C30 | 4l 2
Naseby o oloLsie] 1,169 L. |- 148 - 89571 815 L. 10
Black’s and St. Bathans 208 205 | ... B 52 43 9
Manuherikia ... e 143 201 el L. 25 46 21
Clyde v 160 FUT 16 32 0] -8
Mount Benger - . 304 233 - 71 60 53 7
Cromwell e . 923 716 207 171 180 9
Queenstown . 312 425. 113 158 - 89 L 69
Arrowtown ... e 477 514 37 121 147 26
Lawrence 950 | 1,052 102 <17 202 25 e
Switzer’'s -~ ... . 209 223 13 60 39 21
Orepuki v 792 610 182 159 117 42
SOUTHLAND. )
Stewart Island 2 2
‘WELLINGTON. Y
Wellington ... 1 1] 10 1 2 9
Hawxr's Bav. )
Napier 16 1 15 1y 1
Total .| 18720 | 20,600 | 8,612 1,732 5,039 6,156 | 1,574 457
Deduet Decrease ... 1,732 457
Net Increase ... 1,880 . 1,117

Jamzes C. GaviN, Receiver-Gieneral,
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No. 6.
ReTURN of the QuaNTITY and VALUE of GoLp Ewrerep for Dury for EXPoRTATION from NEw ZEALAND during
the Year ended 31st December, 1881,

Cias Totals.
Entered for Duty at Produce %iigilgb }é}eld in the
Quantity. Value.
Oz. £
Auckland . ... | Auckland v " 35,516 141,326
Nelson ... . 10 36
Picton ... . } Marlborough - 1,368 4,495
1,378 4,581
Nelson ... . . | Nelson ... . 3,458 13,039
Nelson ... , 1,888 7,366
‘Wellington e " . 5 21
Westport . . | > West Coast e . “ 13,121 52,483
Greymouth o . et 76,637 306,542
Hokitika ... 1 35,898 148,559
127,544 509,971
Lyttelton . . 89,262 358,335
Dunedin " }Otago 13,234 52,938
Invercargill - . e 174 650
102,670 411,923
Totals | 270,561 1,080,790

Customs Department, Wellington,
22nd June, 1882.

No. 6.

WirLriAM SEED,
Secretary and Inspector of Customs,

RETURN of the QUANTITY and VALUE of Gorp ExtErED for Dury for EXrorTATION from New ZrEALAND, from
1st April, 1857, to 31st March, 1882. .

ENTERED

DurING THE TOTAL ENTERED FOR
QUARTER ENDED FOR EXPORTATION ExporTaTION FROM NEW
ENTERED FOR Probuce or THE 31sT MaRcH, T0 THE ZEALAND TO THE
Dury ar Go1p I]-‘;IELDS 1882, 3157 DECEMESER, 1881, 31st Marow, 1882.
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value,
Oz. £ Oz. £ Oz. £
Auckland ... | Auckland . 8,218 32,123 1,327,340 4,885,657 1,335,658 4,917,780
Wellington ... | Wellington . 4 14 30 120 34 184
Picton ... | Marlborough .., 29 112 49,768 191,911 49,797 192,023
Nelson Nelson 971 3,627 1,629,262 6,467,971 1,630,233 6,471,598
Nelson 471 1,828
‘Westport 3,741 14,965
Greymouth West Const 24411 | 97,643
Hokitika 9,599 | 38,392
38,222 152,823 2,694,800 | 10,541,179 2,783,022 10,694,002
Dunedin 22,824, 91,097
Tavereargill . }Omg" . 1 T3040 12,166
25,865 \ 103,263 | 4,004757 | 16123225 | 4,120,622 | 16,226,488
Totals 73,309 ‘ 291,962 9,795,957 | 88,210,063 9,869,266 | 38,502,025

Customs Department, Wellington ‘WirriaM SEED,
P gton,

24th April, 1882.

No. 7.

Secretary and Inspector of Customs.

CoMPARATIVE RETURN of the QuaNTITY and VALUE of Gorp ExTerED for Dury for EXPORTATION from NEW
ZEALAND, for Quarrers ended 81st March, 1882, and 81st March, 1881.

QUARTER ENDED 31sT MARCH, QUARTER ENDED 31sT MARCH,
DISTRICT OF 1882. 1881.
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.
Oz. £ Oz. £
Auckland 8,218 32,123 6,151 23,779
‘Wellington . 4 14
Marlborough ... 29 112
Neleon . 971 3,627 250 1,000
West Coast . 38,222 152,823 23,822 95,286
Otago ... 25,865 103,263 20,418 82,167
Totals 73,309 291,962 50,641 202,232

Customs Department, Wellington,

24th APril, 1882.

WirLiaM SEED,

Secretary and Inspector of Customs,
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No. 8. —STATEMENT showing the Pricr of Gorp per OUNCE, PricE charged per Tox for ORUSHING QUARTZ or
Cruext, and PRIoES charged for WATER per SLUICE-HEAD per WEER, during the Year ending 31st March, 1882.

. i 3 i ha; fc
Minivg Disteicr. Price of Gold Pt:gg fcc}rmrog:\?shli)s; Pr\lffitecr p;gédluic?; Remarks,
per ounce. Quartz or Cement, | head per Week.
£ s d
Avcrranp—North Hauraki .., { 2 10 Oto } 8s. to 148
3 1 6 ! :

South Hauraki ... { : g g 8 to } 6s. o 10a. £3 40 in. by lin.

Te Aroha 214 4 10s.
MARLBORO'—Pelorus and Wairau 313 0O £1 2 in. by 20 in,
NrewsoN—  Wangapeka 310 0

Charleston 317 O £2 15s, 40 in.

( alluvial 317 3
Inangahua L melted 316 0 } 10s. to 15s.
Collingwood ... 312 6
: alluvial 316 0 :

Westport _{melted 317 0 } £2 40 in.

Lyell ... 316 6 £1 40 in.
‘WestLAND— Hokitika and Kanieri ... 316 0 £2 40 in,

Waimea 316 0 £1 10s. 40 in,

Totara... 316 0 £4 40 in,

Greymouth 316 0 " £3 2 in. by 20 in,

Greenstone

Kumara vee ves 316 6 e £3 to £6 20 in. by 2 in.

Okarito 315 6
Orago— Hindon 315 O £1

Tuapeka 315 6 ver £2 10s. to £3 | 100 in,

Dunstan 315 0 12s. 6d. £1 to £5

Longwood v e 316 0 © 10s. 6 in. by 1 in.

Orepuki 316 0 £1 40 in. by 1 in.

Waikaia 315 6 £2 10s. to £3 | 100 in.

Arrow, Wakatipu Gold Field 315 0 12s. 6d. : £1

Mount Ida 315 0 £1 . £1 10s. e

Macrae’s, Hyde

Hamilton, Serpentine% . 315 0 .

Maerewhenua

No. 9.—NUMBER of Miwvers Emrrovep during the Year ending 31st March, 1882,
Alluvial-miners. Quartz-miners, Totals.
Mining District, ” Grand
European, | Chinese. | European. | Chinese. | Furopean. | Chinese, Totals,
AUCKLAND—
North Hauraki e 250 250 250
South Hauraki 794, 794 794,
Te Avoha 70 70 70
MARLBOROUGH— ]
Pelorus 152 152 152
‘Wairau Ve .90 90 90
Queen Charlotte Sound .., 20 20 20
NELSON—
West Wanganui 5 7 12 12
Wangapeka ... 28 28 28
Collingwood and Takaka, 175 11 175 11 186
Inangahua ... 200 650 380 580 650 1,230
Abaura 360 183 - 360 183 543
Charleston e 240 240 240
Westport 265 265 265
Lyell, Hempden, and Matakitiki ... 370 60 100 470 60 530
WESTLAND—
Waimea 575 220 575 220 795
Totara 334 144 334 144 478
Hokitika and Kanieri ... 1,054 56 1,054 56 1,110
Kumara 650 11 | 650 11 661
Greymouth ... 850 165 12 e 862 165 1,027
Arnold 550 250 550 250 800
Okarito 140 . 140 140
Oraco—
Hindon 71 G 6 77 6 83
Tuapeka . . 454 440 50 - 504 440 944
Clyde 35 25 35 25 60
Cromwell 325 147 80 10 403 157 562
Alexandra 125 130 6 131 130 261
Roxzburgh 153 157 8 161 157 318
Waikaia, Upper Waikaia, Nokomai,

‘Waikaka, and Waikawa 87 250 87 250 337
Orepuki and Longwood .., 160 500 20 180 500 680
Wakitipu Gold Field — Arrow, i

‘Macetown, Cardrona, Kawarau, .

Bracken’s, and Motatapu 140 150 130 ver 270 150 420
Queenstown ... 285 150 42 e 327 150 477
Naseby 165 95 165 95 260
Kyeburn and Clarke’s .., 45 100 e 45 100 145
Hamilton, Sowburn, &e.... 55 15 - 55 15 70
Hyde and Fullarton’s ., 40 7 40 q 47
Maocrae’s, Strath-Taieri, and Shag

Valley 55 - 85 55 85 140
Serpentine o e 15 10 30 e 45 10 55
Maerewhenus ... 40 4 40 4 44
St. Bathans and Ida Valley 135 20 10 145 20 165
Black’s and Tinker’s ... 160 65 160 65 225

SUMMARY.

AUCKIAND 1,114 1,114 | 1,114
MARLBOROUGH ... 242 20 262 262
NEzgon e e 1,643 844 487 2,130 904 3,034
‘W ESTLAND e . 4,153 906 12 4,165 846 5,011
Orago .., 2,545 2,356 382 10 2,927 2,366 5,203

Torars ver s 8,583 | 4,106 2,015 10 10,598 4,116 14,714
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No. 12.

Nouueee of MacaiNEs employed in ALruviar- and Quarrz-Minineg for the Year ending
81st March, 1882.

Machinery Employed in Alluvial Mining.

Machinery Employed in Quartz Mining.

, b N "
g é: o 5 g% E ‘ g Sﬁeg?r%; ,é’ ;S. Approxi.
A @ 28 | . 2 sa od| & : ) k5 .
Mmvive DISTRIOTS. é’ E gg g §§ %g 5 %‘;gldgggd § 8 é E maf)?;:ilue
o o By 2 2 . IZE L [28 ‘Eﬂ Crushing, w0 2 F] o . Mmmg
Elglsl e (B0 (alBicldlin e 1L 8|S | muteiin
Hlal 85 2 3] = [58% |88 .8 Aggre-| @ g L H & i
s lEl5) 5 kS g 21% &8 k87 & g1 8 ] S lthis Return.
ElEIE|E (Bl & |21578]8 2 &M Eelsl a8 [FIEIE|R
AUOCRLAND— I
North Hauraki ... [ . ol ool o P TR Lol el 9] 2000 8| 96 4 ... .. ... 45,000
South Hauraki .., | ...] ..f v . . - " bl o] 83| 818 34| 623 23| 1| 1| 1| 130,000
Te Aroha ... J) Y R 200 4 100 o f | 4 1,100
M ARIBOROUGH—
Ravenscliffe and | «..f ...} o] .o . . N N 2| 41 11 10 ... " 3,250
Queen Charlotte
Sound
Pelorup and Wairau| ... 180, 1| 1,000{ 1| ...| .. R PP I . e 445
NEe1son— :
‘Wangapeka PR RO [RORY o 60, 1 2 ol O Y T e | 4 1 .. v
Collingwood FURN PR (RN SPOUN AN PO ORI CHPORY NPUON RPN NS RPTY1 Y] TN IRRPOTRN BVSY RRTTEN INFPY) WS YT
West Wanganui.., | . ) O IN) IR COREY (R RPN 100 1] .. ... | 20 101 2 .. ... 5.000
Inangahua v | wee] ] | 100) 400 0] o] ] el 7D 18] 12 196( 8| 2) 2| 26 48,070
Charleston I PP RN 80 6/ 100| .. L0 .| 80 .. v [ o] e L] ] ] 4,000
Tyell © oo worf oo o 200 ...] 80| .. el ] .| 8l 85 8 ... 12,000
‘Westport... O [P I 16, 6 11 .. et e R I | PP S | NN 3,000
Ahaura ... 1,650 1| 130] .. " . [V SPU I . 2,250
WESTLAND—
Waimes ... .| oo 1 150 1| 170 1] . ol % AN O B el 4,200
Totara: ... JO 2 50| 8 44| 6 . o e . N N 4,000
Hokitika and Ka-| ... 1 140 ... 70/ ... A4 e . . O 2,000
nieri i
Greymouth J B S 8,400| ...| 120] 11} ...) 15] ...} ...} 3] . P [ PO RS Y 5,500
Arnold .., vl ead ol ol 8,200) 40 1500 4 . ool e eef e o R ] ] e 8,610
Kumara ... ... 1| 14 105 ... 14 ... 12| 14| .. " e . " 4,000
OTAGO—
Hindon ... 12| ... 2| Ll ]l 20 820 4 82 L L ] . 5,450
Tuapeka ... P R | 500/ 20 10/ 80] 2{ ...} ...]105} ... 2 13 4 1] .. .. 10,000
Olyde, Cromwell,| ...] 1 886/ 14(31,735] 15| 6| 52| 6] ... 3 31 4 400 6] 1} 1} 1 52,159
Alexandra,Black’s,
Teviot, Nevis
Orepuki and Long- | 1 | .| .. 360! ...| 250| ...| ...| 8 ...f s 2] 24 2| 10, 5,000
wood
Waikaia (Switzers) | 1 i 500 6 6 4 ... . el e L . 2,000
Arrow. (Wakatipu | ... | 800 6| 105 ..| 1 “ 8 103| 5 23,500
Gold Field)
Naseby ... .o o . 150| ... 70! .. . v ol 1% R 1,500
Kyeburn and | .. " 70 ... 20] ... o . el e 500
Clarke’s
Hamilton’s, Sow-| .. . 40! .. 25! ... S PP TR . . 400
burn
Hyde and Fuller- | ...| .| w00 15 ... 10} ... . R O B 200
ton’s
Macrae’s, Strath- IO I 50 .. 12) ... ver " 150
Taieri, and Shag
Valley
Serpentine and | oo wed| e 40/ ... 20; ... " I RN I TR | B Y o] 800
Maerewhenua
8t. Bathans, Ida| ...| .| .. 60 .. 40] .| wue| o 1 16] 1) 10 .. el o] e 2,500
Valley, and other
localities
SuMMARY.
AUCKLAND ... v | e ] weed v e e bl ] e | 481 1,083) 48] 629 27 1) 1 5] 176,100
MABLBOROUGH  wvu | oos] »eef o 1300 10 1,0000 1| .| o] vof o ol 20 41 1F 0 10 L ] o e 3,695
NErgoN ver vee | aeed eed) oo} 2,108] 14 313 ...| ...| 60| ...| 40] 1| 7| 118| 19} 245| 15| 2| 2| 26| 104,320
‘WESTIAND ... el el 1] 18| 7,045| 18] 568] 22| .| 271 14{ ...| 3 . b o] o | el ] ao] o 23,310
Orago 1 212 ... 2983 46/8,2305| 49/ 9| 60| 6/105| ...| 8| 103| 22| 213/ 16| 2| 1} 1} 104,159
Total ... | 218 18/12,264) 74(34,186 72! 9|187| 20]145] 4| 60| 1,205( 85|1,097| 58} 5| 4 82| 411,684
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No. 13.

H—19

TaBLE showing approximately the NU\IBFR Descrreriow, and VArve of the Warer-racks, Tarns

RACES, DANIS REeservoirs, and

March, 1882.

Grouxnp SLuicks in Operation during the Year endmg 318t

Water-races., Tail-races. Dams, Reservoirs. Ground Sluices.
Mining DisTBICTS.
. | No. of| Approxi- Approx - Approxi- Approxi- Approxi-
1 Length in ice- -
o | P Sl gete” e | Tmte | wo. | Tmste” o | Tty vo. | e
AUCKLIAND— .
Hauraki North ... 14 10 45 2,800 | ... -
Hauraki South 24 19 93 | 84,700 1 80 1 60 1 600 | ... e
Te Arohn © 1] 100 yd. 1 30 . . . .
MARLBOROUGH — ]
Pelorus ... e | 34 39 59 4,000 | 21}, 1,000 | 16 400 . on
‘Wairus ... 7 10 15 500 6 200 1 25 .
West Wanganui ... 1 4 2 40 | .. 1 130 .
NE1SON—
Takaka ... 2 2 2 50 1 15 | ... - ree v
Wangapeka 5 19 10 | 5 .. . . 3 .
Collingwood 24 30 51 2,652 | 10 220 15 710 | ... . .
Inangahua 152 115 520 | 22,054 | 1347 5,314 | 167 4,464 | ... .
-Charleston 190{ 170 560 | 12,810 | 138| 7,349 | 875! 7,748 3 650 | 50, 1,500
Wesbport 163 148 | 421 | 6,633 | 44, 4,387 | 93] 2,957 ... o
Lyell ... 7o 65 210 | 11,781 15 1,087 | 28 1,091 . 200, 10,000
Hampden 53 38 216 8,190 6 208 | 17| 1,213
Ahaura ... 171 192 297 | 18,947 | 89 12,802 | 92| 4,790
WESTLAND— )
Waimea... 880, 400 996 | 28,400 | 870 9,200 [1090| 8,800 { 896| 5,800 | 390 4,800
Totara ... 100 70 250 |. 18,600 | 186] . 1,600 | 46 560 | 26] 1,900 | t0 500
Hokitika and Kameu e | T4 174 T4 7,550 | 58 550 | 53 450 | ... 50 500
Kumara 112 7131 226 | 14,781 | 105 8,000 | 21 2,660 | 10 595 | 77 500
Greymouth 281 236 478 | 27,657 | 177 7,510 | 220, 10,125 | .., . 105 2,800
Maori Grully (ArnOId) . 67 3731 103 2,907 | b5 1,807 | 56| 1,320 . . 480{ 4,800
Okarito .. e |24 18 100 3,000 5 200 | 11 330 - . e
Orago— :
Hindon .., 13 20 30 1,000 | 21 450 | 19 800 | ... . 12 80
Tuapeka v 304 1,043 {1,000 ; 20,860 | 619 8,356 | 240, 7,450 . - . .
Clyde 17 85 55 6,625 | 20| 642 | 30 740 | ... " o
Cromwell 1180 612 544 | 60,000 | 8300, 6,500 | 100; 2,000 . . .
Alexandra e | - 22 73 69 7,400 | 22 886 | 380 610 . v . "
Roxburgh O 1 163 204 | 19,490 | 83| 17,200 | 83 1,765 . - . v
Waikaia.. 56 159 225 | 15,000 | ... . e - .
Orepuki and Long:\ ood ...} 180 300 560 | 11,000 | 2801 -- 7,000 | 100, 1,100 | .., v . .
Arrow (Wakatipu Gold Field) | 491 637 11,085 | 88,300 | 796| 14,640 | 71 4,050 6 300 "
Naseby ... ey 44 150 182 | 25,000 | 120, 10,000 | 68 7,003 | ...
Kyeburn and leuke s 70 210 230 | 10,100 | 45| 2,500 20, 1,600 . "
Hamilton's, Sowburn 31 106 80 5,500 25 3,000 15} 1,000 - .
Hyde and Fullarton’s i 18 90 64 | 10,150 ; 15! 3,000 | 10 500 -
Macernce’s, Strath-Taieri, and "
Shag Valley ... | 26 42 43 4,000 | 20 400 | 18| 1,200 .
Serpentine R 36 88 93 5,000 | 25| 2,000 7 400
Maerewhenva . 48 141 161 | 12,200 28, 1,000 18| 2,000
St. Bathans and ’da Valley. 721 293 309 | 80,200 | 45/ 1,200 8| 1,300
Black’s .., 62 584 1101 25,000 | 86 16,750 | 58 1,750
No. 14.

Rerurx showing the Revenve and Expenprrure on account of CONSTRUCTED WATER-RACES main-
tained by the Government, from the lst April to the 80th September, 1881, and from the 1s$
QOctober to the 81st March, 1882.

1st April to 30th September, 1881, 1st October, 1881, to 31st March, 1882.
Balance Due.
- Name or Rice. Revenue, Revenue. on Water
Account,
Expenditure. . Expenditure.
Water Sold, | _Actual Water Sold, | Actual
Receipts. Receipts,
£ 8 d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ 8 d £ s 4
Nelson Creek .| 981 o010 981 o010/ 825 16 61,210 12 1/1,210 12 1/ 528 1 O Nil.
‘Waimea-Kumara.,.. .. 2,206 5102117 4 41,600 2 12,138 3 02128 2 6{1,874 12 5*413 10 7
Argyle 220 8 7| 229 8 7 491 2 4/ 188 2 8 188 2 § 212 1 8 Nil.

* £313 15s. 3d. worth of water sold prior to the 1st April, 1881.
+ This includes £280 spent under Vote 53, ilem 1, of the 1881-82 appropriations.

7—H. 19.
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Liability Act, 1865, and Amending Acts, the Joint-Stock Companies Act,

50

No. 15.
TaBrE showing the NUMBER of GOLD-MINING CoMPANIES REGISTERED under “The Mining Companies Limited

and “The Mining Companies Act,

1872,” upon 81st March, 1882.
Under ‘¢ Mining Companies : ’
Limited Liability Act, 1863, Under Joint-Stock Act. Under “Mmmz Companies
and Amending Acts. Act, 1872,
Mining District,
i id-u Nominal | Paid-u i id-
No. %(;';liltlﬁ} g:pita{ No. Capital, | Capital, No. %gg;t:il g:;ﬂt:%)
AUORKLAND— - £ £ £ - £ £ £
North Haurdki No rejcord| kept |sincethe|Act of| 1872,
South Hauraki ... No | return furnishied.
NEeLsoN—
Collingwood . e . 4 88,000 21,288
West Wanganui ... . 1 10,000 5,000
Westport 1 4,000 | 1 . 4,000 1 24,000
Inangahua 3 84,500 61,705 | ... . e 48 908,500 430,516
Lyel ol . y 12 290,000 117,000
‘W ESTLAND—
Greymouth . . 2 12,000 9,500 | 1 4,480 4,480 | ... e e
Totara " e o 2 42,000 16,000
Oraco—
Hindon ... v - 6 30,900 22,343
Tuapeka .. s we| 11 40,975 18,600 . 9 80,200 40,000
Cromwell vee 9 100,000 40,000 . e Ve =
‘Black’s and Alexandra- . . . 3 19,000 12,000
Orepuki and Longwood . . 12 282,000 55,775
Arrow (Wakatipu Gold erld) v . 19 202,650 103,505
Naseby s 7 44,220 44,220 8 66,700 56,880
Totals e v 33 281,695 178,025 2 4,480 8,480 | 125 2,043,950 880,307
No. 186.

RETURN of the NumBER of Mrning LmAsEs and A@RICULTURAL LEASES in force on the 8lst March, 1882, the
ExTENT of GROUND LEASED, and RENTAL per ANNTM.

MiniNa LeAsEs, AGRICULTURAL LEASES,
Mining District. No. | Gross Acreage. pe:{zlx])tr’:xlxm. Mining- District, No. | Gross Acreage, pef?rfi}lm.
AUORLAND— A. B. P £ s d A, R. P. £ s 4
Hauraki North 1 12-125 24 16 3 || AUCKLAND—
MARLBOROUGH— Hauraki, Ohinemuri 87 | 4,275 319 216 10 0
Ravenscliffe, Queen 8 91 0 33 94 0 0
Charlotte Sound
Pelorus 2 15 0 0 15 0 O | NezsoN—
NEeLsoN— Nelson 1 7 00
Collingwood, Mount 14 148 320 145 0 O Collingwood 11 622 2 5 6317 0
Arthur and West Inangabua 45 T 2,794 3 86 337 14 6
Wanganui Charleston 39 591 2 9 70 1 0
Inangahua 59 949 0 11 980 0 O Westport 34| 2,818 3 16 260 4 6
Charleston v 38 160 3 6 193 0.0 Lyell 41 2,063 38 18 237 7 6
Ahaura 31 237 0 23 242 10 O Ahaura 83 | 4,580 0 38 524 5 0
‘Westport ver 17 202 111 186 15 0
Lyell . 27 4472 3 5 480 0 O
“WESTLAND—
Waimes 3 26 0 6 87 0 O || WESTLAND—
Totara 9 159 2 0 71 0 O Greymouth 14 982 0 25 102 8 6
Greymouth and Clif: 13 182 O 8| 187 0 O Arnold 20 878 1 22 102 1 0
ton .
- Okarito 1 5 0 0 5 0 0
Arnold . 5 24 3 27 23 0 O
“OTaG0o— Orago—
‘Waikaia 1 6 0 O 6 0 O Hindon ,
Orepuki and Long- 12 168 0 0] 168 0 O Tuapeka 129 112,788 0 4 18?3 11 0
wood Cromwell 541 6,089 0 O 761 2 6
Hindon 11 125 0 31 130 0 O Clyde 14} 2019 0 9 270 17 6
Tuapeka 52 294 1 9| 3818 0 0 Roxburgh 20 2,618 2 16 368 5 0
‘Cromwell, Clyde, and 13 139 0381 | 142 0 O] Alexandra . 1 14 0 1 117 6
Black’s Arrow (VVakltxpu 109 | 4,999 0 34 628 2 6
Arrow (VVakxtlpu 74 462 1 14| 469 0 O Gold Field)
Gold Field) Mount Ida District 60 96353 0 0| 1,206 12 6
Naseby 48 360 0 O 360 0 0 Black’s 2 103 0 1 817 6
Totals v 439 | 4,242 0 20 4277 1 3 ’ Totals 764 (47,242 113 6,993-17 0
No. 17.
ReTory of the NumBER of Licenses under “The Gold-Mining Districts Act, 1873 ? for the Year ending 31st

MaRrcH, 1882,

Mining Distriet, Number. Gross Acreage. Rental per Annum,

AUCKLAND— A. R. P £ s 4.

North Hauraki . . . 30 156 2 7 459 0 0

‘Grahamstown . “ . . 158 1,025 38 29 3,047 0 0
Te Aroha . “ e . . No Return.

Totals ... " . 188 1,182 1 36 3,666 0 O




Rerury of Cases in

the WARDENS’

b1

No. 18.

March, 1882.

H.—19.

Courrs, and Cosrs Awarpep, for the Year ending 31st

)
A te Am ' 2849 ¢
Number of ggregate Amount of Value Amount of g5 g:,_ g
o ops Mining unt o AR E
Mining Distriot. Disputes Costs 3 E»-g E
Adjudicated on. Claimed. Recovered. Awarded. gang
S
Oro
AUCKLAND— £ 8 d £ 8 d. £ s d
North Hauraki ,.. vee 65 ‘e 27 0 0 104 16 O
South Haurski ... " 207 e 10516 0
MARLBOROUGH—
Pelorus vee .. e 20 389 2 5 3056 11 0O 4515 0 e
NELSON—
Collingwood " 10 41 3 O 31 3 0 711 0 7
Inangahbus o 11 401 0 4 10 0 O 810 0 4
Lyell and Hampden - . 18 3016 0 200 714 0 8
Westport . . 4 337 0 0 7810 8 711 0
Charleston v - 24 5110 O 8 0 0 7016 0 [+
Ahaura 14 404 12 8 345 1 0 48 7 ¢
‘WESTLAND—
Hokitika and Kanieri ... 5 6 0 0 6 60 220
‘Waimea vee " ver 41 256 3 10 22 5 6 75 8 6 vee
Totara . “ 11 95 0 O 7 00 28 6 O
Kumara , 40 178 12 6 26 10 0 4216 0 8
Greymouth . 67 542 17 6 362 6 0 97 9 0 12
Arnold (Maori Gully) . 21 320 1 4 1716 4 8 9 0
Okarito 8 13 0 0 210 0 3156 0 1
Orago—
Tuapeka 7 816 2 0 4 0 0 1 90 .
Cromwell . . 51 223 8 6 46 18 6 39 1 0
Alexandra . “ 10 3915 0 13 6 0 ..
Roxburgh . . 4 010 010 716 0 .
Black’s . . 7 25 0 O 3 00 13 7 0 -
Clyde ... , 3 115 0 .
Orepuki and Lon wood ... . 32 Records lost | by fire.
Arrow (Wakatlpu Gold erld) 71 126 14 O 18 0 0 12212 0 1
Naseby ) 26 280 0 O 53 0 0 29 8 0
Totals ki 4,078 0 1 1,406 13 0 893 11 0 46

Note.~—The returns numbered 8 to 18 and 15 to 18, inclusive, are compiled from statistics supplied by Wardens,

Orniver WAKEFIED,
Under-Secretary for Gold Fields,

Mines Department, Wellington, 10th June, 1882.

By Authority : Groree DipsBury, Government Printer, Wellington.—1882.
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