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Tour petitioners desire to bring under the notice of your honorable House that the power vested

in Inspectors by section 23 of " The Sheep Act, 1878," to determine arbitrarily whether or not
reasonable exertions have been made by the owners thereof to clean infected sheep, operates harshly
upon many of the occupiers of the said country.

That it would be more consonant with the administration of justice, and more satisfactory to
sheepownersand Inspectors, if the discretion so Tested as aforesaid were vested in theCourt hearing
the information ; and, upon the defendant proving to the satisfaction of the Court that reasonable
exertions had been made to clear infected sheep, that there should be in such case no conviction.

That the provision of the said 23rd section of the Act, providing that " if at the expiration of
three months nextfollowing such period of six months such sheep shall, in the opinionof the Inspector,
still be infected sheep, theowner thereof shall, upon conviction, be liableto a penalty of not less than
3d. nor exceeding Is. for every such infected sheep," also operates harshly upon the owners of sheep
before mentioned, as leaving in the hands of the Inspector the almost absolute power of sayingwhether
or not the said persons should be fined.

That in this latter case a proviso should be added so that there should be no conviction if the
defendant could prove to the satisfaction of the Court that he had made reasonableexertions to clean
his infected sheep.

Your petitioners therefore humble pray your honorable House will grant such relief in the
premises as to your honorable House may seem meet.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
0. Bedwood, and 27 others.

Mr. B. P. Bayly, Superintending Inspector of Sheep, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey.

Sib— Wellington, 25th August, 1882.
As directed, I herewith furnish report upon the petition from certain sheepowners in the

MarlboroughDistrict, praying for the non-enforcement of the 23rd section of " The Sheep Act, 1878,"
the penalties of which become absolute after the 30th September next in all cases where flocks were
continuously infected prior to the Ist January, 1882, and are so still.

I herewith attach statement showing the number of infected sheep in the Marlborough District
when the Act came into force, and the number infected at the end of the quarter for June in the
present year. From this it will be seen that more than 580,000 have been cleaned since September,
1879.

I also attach quarterly return of infected sheep and runs in the MarlboroughDistrict for the
quarter ending the 30th June, 1882. The names of those erased are owners of flocks who, in the
opinion of the Inspectors, are practically clean, but cannot obtain a clean certificate because the
character of the country renders it impossible for them to muster their sheep for examinationby the
Inspectorsuntil the spring is well advanced. In some cases December is the earliest date upon which
a clean muster could, be insured. This, in my opinion, is the strongest ground upon which the
petitioners can ask for any relaxationof the existing law. Theremaining petitioners ground theirclaims
upon thefact that the natural features of their runs have precluded them from taking the steps which
others, having more accessible country, have been enabled to do.

Having reported last session upon the difficulty of defining any locality to which a special
extension of time should be granted, I can only reiterate what was then my opinion : that the
physical features of the country are so graduated, and surrounding conditions so similar, that to grant
concessions to a part of the Marlborough District, to which others similarly situated consider them-
selvesequally entitled, would be inadvisable.

Peeling strongly the necessity that no relaxation of the efforts made during the last twelve
months should be permitted, yet at the same timebeing aware that the petitioners are unable, owing
to the season of year, to muster their flocks for inspection so as to obtain clean certificates within the
period allowed by law, I would suggest that an alteration of the law shouldbe effected, by which the
time for producing a cleancertificate in these cases referred to should be extended to March next, by
which timea thorough muster of this country can be effected. It should then be thoroughly understood
that under no circumstances will any further extension of time be granted.

I have, &e.,
Benjamin P. Bayly,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintending Inspector.

Statement compiled from Quarterly Returns of Infected Sheep in Marlborough District.
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Totals 852,716 804,190 734,023 626,561
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