b H.—-31.

13th instant, in reference to the forgery of the late Dr. Nesbitt’s name to a deed of conveyance, and in
reply to inform you that the matter has already been decided by the Government.
1 bave, &e,,
R. G. Founraly,
d R. Hurrey, Esq., Gisborne. Under-Secretary

No. 13.

Perrrion

To the Hon. the Minister of Justice.

Tre humble petition of the undersigned respectfully showeth,—

1. That the certificate of the late Dr. Nesbitt as Trust Commissioner was, about the year 1879,
forged to a certain deed of conveyance of Matawhero B.

2. That the deed was, on the 9th of Tebruary, 1879, uttered by being placed on the register of
deeds by one E. ff. Ward, jun., who subsequently claimed and demanded property under the said deed
of Matawhero B Block.

8. That he was prosecuted for forgery and uttering of the said deed. The prosecution being a
grivdate one, it was ultimately dismissed, the Magistrate remarking that the police would require the

eed.

4. That a second information was about to have been laid for uttering, by William Henry Tucker,
one of your petitioners, but he was stopped by the officer in charge of the police, who informed him
that the police were satisfied of the forgery, and that they would prosecute the utterer, which they
now considered it their duty to do.

5. That thereupon the matter was left entirely to the police, in the natural expectation that they
would perform their duty

6. That, after considerable delay and many inquiries, which were fenced, your petitioners
digcovered that the father of the accused had been in correspondence with one Commissioner Shearman,
with the result that the police did not prosecute, though they had already reported the crime and the
person suspected.

7 That letters were then addressed to the Hon. the Minister of Justice and the Hon. the Native
Minister in about February last; and, after further delay, it was promised that the Inspector of the
district should visit the district, make inquiries, and report; and this was done last March.

8. That in April one of your petitioners was informed by wire that the police were instructed to
render him every assistance in case of a prosecution, but they were not to take charge of the case.

9. That he thereon waited on Sergeant Bullen to ascertain the amount of assistance on which he
could rely, and found that the police would do no more than serve subpeenas on witnesses, to do which
is, in any case, their bare duty ; and, as some of the witnesses are out of this district now, something
more than mere service of subpenas would be required to secure their attendance.

10. That he subsequently received a letter, by direction of the Hon, Mr. Hall, informing him that
the police had been instructed to give him every assistance, but not to take charge of the case.

11. That he thereupon formally applied to the Government for a copy of the Inspector’s report
to assist him in the prosecution of the criminal, but was informed, by direction of the Hon. the
Premier, that he could not have it, as it was of a confidential nature.

12. That he therefore decided, after much reflection, that since he had been met at the very first
step by a refusal to do anything more than the police might have been compeiled to do, namely, serve
summonses ; and at the second request—for the assistance of a copy of the report—by a flat refusal,
not to underftake the dutics of the police during their comatose state, but to bring the whole
matter under the notice of the authorities, with the hope, in which we join, that the police may be
permitted to pursue their functions without further interruption.

Your petitioners, therefore, beg that you will take such steps as will allow the police to resume
their functions, and detect and punish the criminal or criminals. And your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray

W H. Tuvcker.
Joay R. HuzrEey,
Trustee for Mereana Paraone,
Kararatva KABUTIA.
Wi Paraowr.
Tamarr Trwia Tiwma.
Howne Mrisana Tawnmawa,
Hoxe Niwa.
Rora x WArPARA.
Hoxoxar x.
Nos WAKAATERE.
RirEraTa KAHUTIA
As grantees and purchasers in the Matawhero B Block.

No. 14.
The Hon. Mr. Dicx to Mr. De Lavroue.
S1R,— Department of Justice, Wellington, 21st June, 1881.

T bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a petition signed by certain grantees and
purchasers in the Matawhero B Block, the certificate to the deed of conveyance of which property
was forged by one B. ff. Ward, praying that Giovernment may take such steps as will allow the police
to prosecute in the case.
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