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NEW ZEALAND.

REPORTS OF PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE
(MR. T. KELLY, CHAIRMAN.)

No. 64, Session I.—Petition of A. Le G. Campbell and other Settlers of Takaka.
The petitioners pray for the erection of a cart bridge across the Eiver Takaka, at the fordway known
as Taine's Eord.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Government for consideration.
10th October, 1879.

No. 65, Session I.—Petition of H. E. Campbell and P. K. Donnelly.
The petitioners allege that it is currently reported that William Fraser, Esq., Resident Magistrate of
the Thames District, and Colonel of the Colonial Forces, has been proved to have been guilty of
cheating at cards. They pray that the House will cause an inquiry to be made into the truth of such
charge.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Government, to be inquired into and
dealt with.

10th October, 1879.

No. 74, Session I.—Petition of E. Dale and Others, of Kanieri Eiding, Westland.
The petitioners pray that the Kanieri Eiding may not be constituted a new county.

I am directed to report that the petitioners appear to be under a misapprehension as to the proce-
dure with respect to the mode of objecting to the constitution of a new county, the appeal being to
the Governor and not to the House. The Committee has therefore no recommendation to make on
the subject-matter of this petition.

10th October, 1879.

No. 97, Session I.—Petition of Annie Clert.
The petitioner prays for consideration in consequence of injuries received by her late husband while
on military duty.

I am directed to report that the Committee do not see its way to recommend the petitioner's
claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

10th October, 1879.

No. 70, Session I.—Petition of William Eathbun.
The petitioner prays for an investigation into the circumstances of an alleged injustice done to his son
while competing for a scholarship in the Nelson Educational District.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that it is undesirable to interfere with
the decision of the Education Board.

10th October, 1879.

No. 6, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Ehward Fitzgerald.

The petitioner states that in June, 1873, he made an agreement with the Native owners for the pur-
chase of a block of land containing about 100,000 acres, and during the course of the survey action was
taken by the Government to stop the survey; and he therefore prays for redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee has already reported on this case, and made a recom-
mendation, and again refers the petitioner's case to the Government to be dealt with.

10th October, 1879.
I—l. 1.
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No. 26, Session ll.—Petition of James Thompson.

Tue petitioner prays for compensation for land taken as a public road.
I am directed to report that the Committee still adheres to its previous report on the petitioner's

case.
10th October, 1879.

case.

No. 99, Session I.—Petition of Thomas Escott.
The petitioner claims for pay, to which he states that he is entitled as Drill-sergeant to the Riverton
Rifle Volunteer Corps, having been so engaged by the officers of that corps.

I am directed to report that the Committee adheres to its previous report on the petitioner's case.
10th October, 1879.

No. 91, Session I.—Petition of C. Basstian and Others, of Southland.
The petitioners pray for a deviation in the line of railway extension from the Invercargill-Kingston
line to Mararoa, proposed by the Public Works Department.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that tho subject-matter of this petition
is one for the consideration of the Minister for Public Works, to whom the Committee recommends
that the petition bereferred.

10th October, 1879.

No. 94, Session I.—Petition of Allen and Kingstreet.

The petitioners pray for compensation for alleged loss in the construction of the Port Chalmers
contract of the Dunedin and MoerakiRailway.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommends the Government to allow the case to be
decidedby a Court of law, if petitioners desire it, the Government waiving any technical forms that
would prevent the matter in dispute being decided on its merits.

10th October, 1879.

No. 10, Session II.—Petition of Angus McMillan and Others, of Whangarei Heads.
The petitioners pray that a wharf which has been washed away at Marsden Point, near Whangarei,
in the Auckland Provincial District, may be reconstructed.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Government for consideration.
17th October, 1879.

No. 8, Session ll.—Petition of William Garrick.
The petitioner prays for some further relief in consequence of an injury sustained while on active
service in the Colonial Forces.

I am directed to report that, having made a recommendation in petitioner's case, and the Govern-
ment having made a payment of £75 on the strength of suchrecommendation, the Committee has no
further recommendation to make to the House in the petitioner's case.

17th October, 1879.

No. 51, Session 1., and No. 51, Session ll.—Petition of J. R. Martin.
The petitioner prays for compensation for alleged dismissal, without reason, from the Permanent
Public Works Department, Railway Branch.

I am directed to report that the Committee has made inquiry into the case of the petitioner, and
it appears from the evidence submitted by theRailway Department that the petitioner was not com-
petent to perform the services on which he was employed. The Committee cannot, therefore, recom-
mend his case to the favourable consideration of the House.

17th October, 1879.

No. 110, Session I.—Petition of Joseph Worms.
The petitioner prays that the guardianship ofhis step-son, now in the Industrial School at Aucklaud,
may be transferred to himself.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having made inquiry into the case of the petitioner,
cannot recommend that his application be granted, as the action of the authorities with regard to the
petitioner's children meets with the approval of the Committee.

17th October, 1879.

Nos. 131, 132, 133, 135, and 150, Session 1., and Nos. 18, 19, and 20, Session IL—Petitions of
W. W. Davison and Others, of St. Kilda, South Dunedin; A. Both and Others, of Tapanui.
Otago; E. Telford and Others, of Mount Benger, Otago; J. E. Russell and Others, of Caver-
sham, Otago ; Donald Ross and Others, of Wakatipu; School Committee of Bull's, Rangi-
tikei ;R. Harris and Others, of Rangitikei; and Adam Oliver aud Others.
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Petitioners pray that the reading of the Bible may be practised in the State schools established
under the Education Act.

I am directed to report, that the subject-matter of these petitions being one of public policy, the
Committee does not deem it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

17th October, 1879.

No. 147, Session I.—Petition of Daniel Henderson Luse.
The petitioner prays for consideration for removal from the military service of the colony, without
sufficient notice or compensation.

I am directed to report that, as the petitioner appears to have lost his office owing to reductions
made in the Militia and Volunteer Department by the Government in the ordinary course of adminis-
tration, the Committee has no recommendation to make.

17th October, 1879.

No. 17, Session I.—Petitiou of William Morris.
The petitioner prays for compensation for alleged loss incurred in carrying out certain contracts on
the Eeefton aud West/port Road, County of Buller.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having made inquiry into the case of the petitioner,
cannot recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

17th October, 1879.

No. 103, Session I.—Petition of Thomas Gee and other Coachbuilders of New Zealand.
TnE petitioners pray for the imposition of a duty on carriages, to protect the industry in which they
are engaged.

I am directed to report that the matter be referred to the prompt and serious consideration of the
Government.

17th October, 1879.

No. 105, Session I.—Petition of Richard J. Feltus.
TnE petitioner prays for compensation for loss alleged to have been sustained by him when acting as
creditors' trustee in the estate of the late John George Petingale.

I am directed to report that the Committee adheres to its previous report upon this case.
17th October, 1879.

No. 123, Session I.—Petition of John Hornby and Others, of Marlborough.
Petitioners pray for a re-imposition of the timber duty, to protect the timber trade generally.

I am directed to report that the matter be referred to the prompt aud serious consideration of the
Government.

17th October, 1879.

No. 35, Session II.—Petition of John Speedy.

The petitioner prays for compensation for services performed during Native disturbances at the Hutt
about the year 1843.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make to the House in
petitioner's case.

21st October, 1879.

No. 60, Session I.—Petition of James Wright.

The petitioner prays for Volunteer remission scrip of the value of £30, for services rendered in the
Pukekohe Rifle Volunteers.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to his
claim for issue to him and exercise of Volunteer remission scrip, as " The Crown Lands Act, 1877,"
extended the period for exercise of scrip to April, 1879.

21st October, 1879.

No. 111, Session I.—Petition of Margaret Masters.
The petitioner prays for the maximum gratuity authorized under " The Civil Service Act, 1866," for
special service of her late husband.

I am directed to report that, the provisions of the Civil Service Act applying to the petitioner's
case having been complied with by the Government granting a gratuity of twelve months' pay, the
Committee has no recommendation to make to the House.

21st October, 1879,
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No. 56, Session ll.—Petition of TnoMAS le Fever Harcourt.
The petitioner prays for a grant of laud in consideration of passage-money paid on account of himself
and family in England.

I am directed to report that, petitioner having neglected to secure the certificate of the Agent-
General necessary to obtain a grant of land, the Committee cannot recommend his claim to the
favourable consideration of the House.

21st October, 1879.

No. 149, Session I.—Petition of John Mackay.

The petitioner prays for a grant of money on behalf of his children, in the event of his having to
retire from the Government service.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the petitioner's claim to the
favourable consideration of the House.

21st October, 1879.

No. 13, Session II.—Petition of John Tregear and Others, of Nelson.
The petitioners pray that the publicans' license fees in Nelson may be reduced to the same rate as
those in Otago.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition is now before the House, the
Committee does not deem it necessary to make any recommendation.

21st October, 1879.

No. 2, Session ll.—Petition of JonN Mander.
The petitioner prays for consideration for services alleged to have been performed in carrying the
mail between Papakura and Wairoa during the Maori war, in 1863.

I am directed to report that, as it appears the petitioner's case was inquired into by a Commission
appointed by the Government, the Committee sees no sufficient reason to reopen the case.

21st October, 1879.

No. 44, Session II.—Petition of James Hickey.

The petitioner prays for a grant of land, to which he alleges he is entitled for himself and on account
of his brother who is dead.

I am directed to report that, as it appears from the report of the Under Secretary for Defence
that the petitioner and his brother deserted from the force before their term of service expired, the
Committee considers petitioner has no claim for consideration.

21st October, 1879.

No. 119, Session I.—Petition of Major Murray and Others, of Thames Scottish Volunteer Force.
The petitioners pray for considerationfor the case of Peter McGregor, a cadet of the Thames Scottish
Volunteer Force on the Thames, who was accidentally shot in the wrist by one of his comrades, after
prize-firing, on the 14th March, 1879.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the accident to the cadet, McGregor,
was the result of carelessness on the part of the cadets after being engaged in rifle-practice. The
Committee cannot, therefore, recommend any recompense or redress; but draw the attention of the
Government to the fact that cadets are allowed to take part in rifle-practice at the butts before they
are properly taught to load a rifle.

21st October, 1879.

No. 55, Session II.—Petition of Michael Monaghan.

The petitioner prays for compensation, he havingretired from the police force of the colony.
I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the claim of th6petitioner to the

favourable consideration of the House.
21st October, 1879.

No. 58, Session II.—Petition of James Williams.
The petitioner prays for a grant of landfor services in the colonial forces.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having made inquiry into the petitioner's case, cannot
recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

21st October, 1879.

No. 14, Session ll.—Petition of Hop-growers of Nelson.
The petitioners pray for the imposition of a duty on hops equal to the highest duty imposed in the
other Australian Colonies.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of the petition being one of public policy, the
Committee has no specialrecommendation to make, further than refer the matter to the serious con-
sideration of the Government.

21st October, 1879.
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No. 50, Session ll.—Petition of Daniel P. Buckley.

The petitioner alleges that he has not received a grant of land equal to that which his military service
entitled him to.

I am directed to report that, from the evidence of the Crown Lands Commissioner of Auckland,
it appears the petitioner received all tho land to which he was entitled. The Committee consider
that he has no further claim to compensation.

23rd October, 1879.

No. 59, Session I.—Petition of Thomas Colvill.
The petitioner prays for a grant of land, which he states he was promised, under the provisions of tho
Waste Lands Act of the Province of Auckland.

I am directed to report that there has been no evidence submitted to the Committee to show that
the petitioner has any valid claim against the colony for land. The Committee cannot recommend
his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

23rd October, 1879.

No. 8, Session I.—Petition of Alexander McGregor and Other Shipowners.
The petitioners pray for a change in the pilotage laws, light dues, and charges on coasting vessels in
the colony, and foreign vessels on the coast, and notices of departure.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration, with the view of remedying any special and exceptional taxation or
disabilities imposed on the petitioners.

23rd October, 1879.

No. 42, Session ll.—Petition of John Munro.
The petitionerprays that he may be granted 180 acres of land in lieu of certain land orders which have
reverted to the Crown.

I am directed to report that it appears from the petitioner's own statement that he has been
allowed to select land and subsequently abandoned it to the Crown. The Committee cannot therefore
recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

23rd October, 1879.

No. 46, Session ll.—Petition of George Darroch.
The petitioner prays for a grant of land for himself and a large family, on the ground of being a long
resident in the colony.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has no claim for a
free grant of land, and cannot recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

23rd October, 1579.

No. 143, Session L, and No. 32, Session ll.—Petitions of Henry Corbett.
The petitioner complains of ill-treatment at the hands of the police at Napier, and of injustice doneto
him iv the Police Court in Wellington.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having inquired into the case of the petitioner, has no
recommendation to make to the House.

23rd October, 1879.

Nos. 68 and 69, Session ll.—Petitions of Thomas Macdonald and Others of Invercargill, and of
the School Committee, Karere.

The petitioners pray that the reading of the Bible may be practised in the State schools established
under the Education Act.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of theso petitions being one of public policy, the
Committee does not deem it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

23rd October, 1879.

No. 43, Session II.—Petition of Patrick Gorman and Others.
TnE petitioners pray for a reduction in the scale of licensed victuallers' fees in the Province of
Auckland.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of this petitiou being now before the House, the
Committee does not deem it necessary to make anyrecommendation.

23rd October, 1879.

No. 73, Session ll.—Wi Parata Kakakura and Others.
The petitioners call attention to the unsatisfactory state of the business now before the House and
express a hope that the members will unite in disposing of public business.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no opinionto offer on the subject-matter of this
petition.

23rd October, 1879.
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No. 65, Session ll.—Petition of John Marsh.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss caused through the narrowing of a street under the pro-
visions of "The Municipal Corporations Act, 1576."

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Waste Lands Committee.
17th October, 1879.

No. 55, Session I.—Petition of Gilmer Brothers.
The petitioners pray for compensation for losses alleged to have been incurred by them in carrying out
a mail contract between Greymouth and Eeefton.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having made inquiry into the petitioners' case, is of
opinion that they havo no claim against the colony.

24th October, 1879.

No. 31, Session IL—Petition of Edward Henry Lynne.

The petitioner prays for compensation for tho loss of a box of valuables alleged to have been placed
in the custody of the officer in charge of the luggage department of the railway station at Dunediu.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having examined into the petitioner's case, is of
opinion that carelessness was shown both on the part of the petitioner and of the railway authorities
in whose charge the luggage was for the time being ; but the Committee is of opinion that the colony
is not responsible for the alleged loss the petitioner has sustained.

24th October, 1879.

No. 112, Session ll.—Petition of Alfred Gouoh.
The petitioner prays that encouragement may be given to the manufacture of grape wine within the
colony.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Tariff Committee.
24th October, 1879.

No. 125, Session 11.— Petition of A. G. Howland and other Coach-builders and Wheelwrights,
of Christchurch.

The petitioners pray for the imposition of an increased duty on buggies, carriages, and all wheeled
vehicles, or parts of the same.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Tariff Committee.
24th October, 1879.

No. 81, Session I.—Petition of Henry Newson Brewer (No. 2).
The petitioner prays for compensation for services performed during the Maori war of 1863.

I am directed to report that, having made inquiry into the petitioner's ease, it appears that he has
rendered some exceptional service to the colony ; but, as no official application has been made to the
Government for consideration on account of such services, the Committee is of opinion that it is not
within its functions to make a specialrecommendation.

29th October, 1879.

No. 82, Session II.—Petition of Alfred William Rouse.
The petitioner prays for an increase of the pension to which he is entitled under " The Civil Service
Act, 1866."

I am directed to report that the Committee, having made inquiry into the petitioner's case, cannot
recommend any alteration of the Civil Service Act to meethis special requirements.

29th October, 1879.

No. 116, Session ll.—Petition of George Graham.
The petitioner alleges that his land has been over-assessed under the Land-Tax Act, and prays for
redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that it is not desirable to review the
decisions of the Land-Tax Appeal Court.

29th October, 1879.

No. 34, Session II.—Petition of J. R. Clement and Others.
The petitioners pray that their land may be exempt from the operation of the Land-Tax Act, until
surveyed.

I am directed to report that tho Committee, having made inquiry into petitioner's case, find that
the lands in question are partially surveyed, and tenders asked for tho survey of the balance. The
Committee cannot recommend exemption from payment of land-tax.

29th October, 1879.
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No. 66, Session ll.—Petition of W. J. Braithwaite and Others, of Waikaia (No. 2).

The petitioners pray for the immediate survey and construction of the Waikaia Branch of the Wai-
mea Plains Railway.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Government for consideration.
29th October, 1879.

No. 63, Session ll.—Petition of Alexander Smith.
TnE petitioner prays for compensation for alleged loss incurred by him on the Helensville contract of
the Kaipara-Puniu Railway, owing to the Government taking overthe contract.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having again inquiredinto the petitioner's case, cannot
recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the Government.

29th October, 1879.

No. 67, Session II.—Petition of J. D. Fraser.
The petitioner prays for the refund of a deposit of £200 made by him in tendering for the Marton con-
tract of the Wanganui and Manawatu Railway.

I am directed to report that, having reconsidered the petitioner's case, the Committee adheres to
the decision given in the session of 1876.

29th October, 1879.

No. 47, Session I.—Petition of Joseph Carter.
The petitioner prays for considerationfor loss of employment as warder at the Whau Lunatic Asylum,
in Auckland.

I am directed to report that, as it appears from the report of the Inspector of Lunatic Asylums,
the petitioner left the service without notice, the Committee cannot recommend his claim to the
favourable consideration of the House.

29th October, 1879.

No. 3, Session ll.—Petition of William Harris.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss of employment in the Wellington Police Force.

I am directed to report that, as it appears from the report of tho Under Secretary for Defence,
the petitioner has twice been dischargedfrom the police force for drunkenness, the Committee cannot
recommend his case to the favourable consideration of the House.

29th October, 1879.

No. 138, Session I.—Petition of Rev. J. C. Andrew.
The petitioner prays for a reduction of the assessment of certain lands made under " The Land-Tax
Act 1878."

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that it not desirable to review the
decision of the Court of Appeal constituted under " The Land-Tax Act, 1878."

29th October, 1879.

No. 118, Session ll.—Petition of Robert Charteris.
The petitioner prays that no Bill or clause of a Bill dealing with or affecting his land may be passed
without petitioner being allowed a full opportunity of urging objections thereto.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition in now before the House in a
Bill proposing to give aright of road through petitioner's land, the Committee recommend that this
petition beread to the House when the said Bill is being considered.

29th October, 1879.

Nos. 40, 41, 49, 60, 77, 78, 87,101,117, 129 of Session IL, and Nos. 136, 137, 142,144 of Session I.
—Charles Haselden and Others ; J. and J. McLeod and Others; A. D. Allan and Others;
W. J. Braithwaite and Others (No. 1) ; the Mayor ofKumara and Others of the West Coast
of the Middle Island ; S. Alister Brown and Others, of Wangaloa; JohnHunter and Others,
of Dunedin; Thomas Bullock and Others, of Ashburton; Charles Morgan and Others, of
Dunedin; Philip Herapath and Others, of Auckland; W. Perkins and Others, of Seventy-
Mile Beach; H. Bamford and Others, of Woolston and Opawa; "Waimea County Council
aud Motueka Highway Board ; and John Robertson and Others, of Martin's Bay.

I AM directed to report that, as the subject-matter of these petitions are questions of policy as to the
construction of public works by the colony in the several districts named by the petitioners, the Com-
mittee do not consider it necessary to offer any opinion further than to refer them to the Government
for consideration.

29th October, 1879.
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No. 11, Session II.—Petition of United Fire Brigades.

The petitioners pray for free passes on the railways, and such other consideration as maybe deemed fit.
I am directed to report that the Committee, having considered the petitioners' application, has no

special recommendation to make, as it is of opinion that it is a question for the Government to deal
with.

29th October, 1879.

No. 95, Session ll.—Petition of Samuel Crickett.
The petitioner prays for compensation for improvements made on a certain section of laud at Pokeno,
to which he did uot obtain a title.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommeud that the Government should pay the
petitioner the value of the improvements made by him upon the land.

30th October 1879.

No. 25, Session IL—Petition of Hau-Hau Tramway Company.

The petitioners pray that compensation be awarded them for loss sustained by the traffic on their
tramway being injured by the construction of a road, while their conditions of contract with the
County Council entitled them to compensation in the event of a competing road being constructed.

I am directed to report that the petitioners' claim having been inquired into and dealt with by
former Committees, and no fresh evidencehaving been tendered, the Committee see no cause to reopen
the case.

30th October, 1879.

No. LO5, Session II.—Petition of James Laney.

The petitioner prays that the report of the Public Petitions Committee of 1873 on petitioner's case
may be acted on during the present session.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that the petition be referred to the
Government, with the view of carrying out the former recommendation of the Committee on the case.

30th October, 1879.

No. 123, Session ll.—Petition of James Nightingale.

The petitioner alleges that he has sustained injury while employed as overseer of works at Jackson's
Bay Special Settlement, and that he is unable, in consequence of such injury, to perform hard manual
labour. He asks for some light employment, or some other relief.

I am directed to report that, as it appears from the evidence taken that the petitioner has received
injury in the public service, the Committee recommend the Government to give him some employment
for which he may be found suitable when any vacancy occurs.

4th November, 1879.

No. 90, Session ll.—Petition of Robert Hall and Others.
The petitioners pray for an amendment in " The Slaughterhouses Act, 1877."

I am directed to report that, as tho subject-matter of the petition is now under the consideration
of the House, the Committee do not deem it necessary to make any special recommendation.

4th November, 1879.

No. 75, Session IL—Petition of J. D. R. Hewitt.
The petitioner prays for areduction of the assessment upon his property under " The Land-Tax Act,
1878."

I am directed to report that the Committee do not deem it desirable to review the decisions of the
Land-Tax Appeal Courts.

4th November, 1879.

No. 135, Session ll.—Petition of Reginald Bree and Others, of Gore.
The petitioners pray for the passing of a special Act to enable the District of Gore to be constituted a
municipality under " The Municipal Corporations Act, 1876."

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend that the provision of section 17 of
" The Municipal Corporations Act, 1876," which defines the condition under which a municipality can
be constituted, be over-ridden by a special Act to give effect to the request of the petitioners.

4th November, 1879.

No. 110, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Cardon.
The petitioner prays for the payment of a reward for procuring, by information, a conviction for
cutting timber on Crown lands in the Provincial District ofAuckland.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the Government should inquire into
the facts of the case, and if it be found that the petitioner is entitled to the reward that it be paid him
as a provincial liability.

4th November, 1879.
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No. 120, Session I.—Petition of Sarah Cunningham.

The petitioner prays for some compensation, her husband having been accidentally killed by a
locomotive engine while passing over a level crossing of the Dunedin and Ocean Beach Eailway.

I am directed to report that, as it appears from the evidence that no blame is attached to the
railway authorities, the Committee do not consider that the petitioner has any claim against the
colony.

4th November, 1879.

No. 62, Session II.—Petition of Eobert Farmer and Others, of Hawkes' Bay Jockey Club.
The petitioners pray that the House will reject any proposals which may be made in any degree
interfering with the rights of the Hawke'sBay Jockey Club.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be read to the House
when the Bill is under consideration.

7th November, 1879.

No. 37, Session II.—Petition of John Harding.

The petitioner prays for the execution of a writ of ejectment against certain Natives in the Hawke's
Bay Provincial District.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having made inquiry into the petitioner's case, is of
opinion that the Government would not be justified in using force to place the petitioner in possession
of the land claimed by him, inasmuch as the Natives have an equitable claim to possession, although
the petitioner is entitled legally under Crown grant. The Committee recommend the Government to
endeavour to settle the matter by purchasing the petitioner's legal title to the land in dispute.

12th November, 1879.

No. 163, Session IL—Petition of C. N. McMurdo.
The petitioner prays for relief for injuryalleged to have been received byhim in consequenceof unjust
dismissal from the Government Insurance Department.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that, while the manner of the dismissal
of the petitioner may have been unnecessarily harsh, there were, nevertheless, good and sufficient
grounds for his being dismissed from the public service.

12th November, 1879.

No. 89, Session II.—Petition of William Williams.
The petitioner prays for compensation for alleged wrongful dismissal from the Constabulary force.

I am directed to report that the Committee see no sufficientreason to reverse the decision of the
Constabulary Department in the petitioner's case.

12th November, 1879.

No. 52, Session ll.—Petition of Arthur Cash.
The petitioner prays for a refund of duty paid upon a Hansom cab imported into the colony.

I am directed to report that the case of the petitioner being a special one, the Committee recom-
mend the Government to refund the duty charged, viz., £7 14s.

12th November, 1879.

No. 106, Session ll.—Petition of L. A. Tiffen and Others.
The petitioners pray for an Act to be passed to alter the acreage rates in the Township of Taradale
to rates on annual value.

I am directed to report that, as the petition relates to a Bill now before the House, the Committee
deem it inexpedient to pronounce any opinion thereon.

12th November, 1879.

No. 29, Session II.—Petition of William Lister.
The petitioner prays for a grant of land alleged to have been verbally willed to him.

I am directed to report that the Committee is unable to recognize any claim ou the part of the
petitioner.

12th November, 1879.

No. 114, Session ll.—Petition of J. Logan Campbell and Others, Governors of the Auckland
College and Grammar School.

The petitioners pray that the Bill now before the Legislature intituled "An Act to declare and
explain the Trusts of the Auckland College and Grammar School Endowments, and for other pur-
poses," may not pass into law.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition is under the consideration of
the House, the Committee do not deem it necessary to make any recommendation.

12th November, 1879.
2—l. 1.
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No. 106, Session I.—Petition of W. J. Dahk.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss alleged to have been sustained by him in carrying out a
contract for the erection ofcertain buildings for the TelegraphDepartment.

I am directed to report that, from the evidence taken, the Committee is of opinion that the
petitioner has received all the money he is entitled to under his contract, aud cannotrecommend any
further payment.

18th November, 1879.

Nos. 130, 148,165, 164, 61, 146,139, Session IL—Petitions of Sir Cracroft Wilson and Others;
JonN Manchester and Others, of AVaimate; Charles Laird and Others; Alexander Hill
and Others; Frederick Maunsell and other Inhabitants of Castlepoint Highway District;
George Maunder, Chairman of Mokau District Board; and John Carter and Others.

I am directed to report that these petitions be referred to the Government for consideration.
18th November, 1879.

No. 124, Session II.—Wiremu Patene and Aperahama Patene.
The petitioners complain of loss sustained in consequence of their dwellinghouse having been set
fire to by the act of an incendiary, and pray for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee, while sympathizing with the loss the petitioners have
sustained, cannot recognize any claim on the colony for such loss.

18th November, 1879.

No. 83, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Lonergan.

The petitioner prays for a military grant of land as a discharged soldier.
I am directed to report that the Committee, having inquired into the petitioner's claim, cannot

recommend his case to the favourable consideration of the House.
18th November, 1879.

No. 107, Session I.—Petition of Education Board of District of Auckland.
The petitioners pray that, in dealing with the Albert Barracks Reserve, no action may be taken
which will be detrimental to the interests of education.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition is now before the House, the
Committee recommend that the petition be read when the Bill is under consideration.

18th November, 1879.

No. 1, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Baetley and Others.
The petitioners pray that tho influx of Chinese into the colony may bo restricted by legislation.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition is one of public policy, the
Committee do not deem it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

18th November, 1879.

No. 131, Session ll.—Petition of H. Pohlen.
The petitioner states that he entered into an agreement with the late Sir Donald McLean to sell
certain land to the Government, but that the agreement was not carried out. He prays for compen-
sation in consequence.

I am directed to report that, as the petitioner has offered no evidence to show that the Govern-
ment promised to purchase his land, the Committee cannot recommend his claim to the favourable
consideration of the House.

18th November, 1879.

No. 156, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Wilkinson and Others, Pensioners, of Howick.
The petitioners pray for compensation on account of the small comparative value of the lands on
which they are settled.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recognize any claim for compensation on the
part of the petitioners against the colony.

18th November, 1879.

No. 142, Session ll.—Petition of Hirini Rawiri Taiwhanga.
TnE petitioner refers iv his petition to the state of public business now before the House.1 wn directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the terms of the petition are
disrespectful to the House, and that it ought not to have been received.

18th November, 1879.
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No. 144, Session ll.—Petition of Alexander McMillen.
The petitioner prays for compensation for alleged military service.

I am directed to report that, without doubting the military service, the Committee do not consider
that any exceptional reward in the way of compensation should be given to the petitioner.

18th November, 1879.

No. 157, Session ll.—Petition of C. R. Carter and Others, of the Wellington Local Industries
Association.

The petitioners pray for the encouragement of the local industry of woollen manufacture.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that the petition be referred to the

Tariff Committee.
18th November, 1879.

No. 162, Session II.—Petition of Sarah Ann Cox.
The petitioner prays for compensation in consequence of her late husband having been killed while
employed upon the New Zealand railways as a stoker.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having considered the petitioner's case, recommend
the Government to give an additional six months' pay as a gratuity.

18th November, 1879.

No. 158, Session ll.—Petition of Richard Duignan.

The petitioner prays that the circumstances of the case of a contract for street formation on the
reclaimed land in the City of Wellington may be inquired into and a settlement made.

I am directed to report that, in the existing position of the petitioner's case, the Committee
decline to interfere between the petitioner and the Public Works Department.

18th November, 1879.

No. 49, Session I.—Petition of John Sherer.
The petitioner states that he was the master of the schooner " Boyd," of Auckland, and that he was
obliged, in order to save life and property, to run the vessel ashore ; that he sold some rum and beer
belonging to the owners to the Natives ; that he was arrested by the Opotiki Magistrates for this act,
and sentenced to three mouths' imprisonment; that he has been illegally imprisoned, and discharged
without money or clothes, and his professional prospects ruined. He prays for redress.

I am directed to report that, knowing already that the Committee has on several occasions made
recommendations " that the Government make inquiry into the petitioner's case and afford such relief
as the equity of the case demands," the Committee recommend that the sum of £50 be awarded to
the petitioner as compensation for loss occasioned.

18th November, 1879.

No. 39, Session I.—Petition of Charles Mack.
The petitioner prays for redress for injury sustained in consequence of an alleged unlawful conviction
for smuggling.

I am directed to report that the Committee do not deem it expedient to reopen the petitioner's
case.

18th November, 1879.

No. 28, Session II.—Petition of Richard Thomas Sheild.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss caused by the flooding of his land by the railway
works.

I am directed to report that, the former recommendation of this Committee that the petitioner's
grievance with respect to insufficient water-way for flood-water having been remedied by the depart-
ment, the Committee has no further recommendation to make in the petitioner's case.

18th November, 1879.

No. 122, Session I.—Petition of Carl Baur.
The petitioner prays for compensation for injury sustained by a road having been taken through his
land during his absence in Victoria.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the amount of compensation should
be arranged with the petitioner; and, in the event of fair compensation being refused, that the matter
be dealt with under the provisions of " The Public Works Act, 1876."

20th November, 1879.

No. 25, Session ll.—Petition of the Hauhau Tramway Company. (Further report.)
The petitioners pray that compensation bo awarded them for loss sustained by the traffic on their
tramway being injured by the construction of a road, while their conditions of contract with the County
Council entitled them to" compensation in the event of a competingroad being constructed,
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I am directed to report that the Committee, having reconsidered the petition of the Hauhau

Tramway Company as directed by the House, is of opinion that the petitioners have no claim whatever
against the colony for compensation.

20th November, 1879.

No. 9, Session ll.—Petition of Messrs. Sutherland and Smith.
The petitioners, who were contractors for the construction of the Onehunga Wharf, allege that there
is a balance due to them on account of the contract of £1,302 ss. 9d., for which theTreasury have for-
warded a cheque for £993 15s. Bd., now lying in the Bank of New Zealand, which is only to be paid
on petitioners giving a discharge in full of all claims; and that, having refused to do this, the peti-
tioners are sustaining injury in their business in consequence ; and pray for compensation.

I am directed to report that the petitioners refused the final payment under the misappre-
hension that the acceptance of the money would debar their claim for further consideration. As,
however, the Public Works Department state that the acceptance of the payment will not have this
effect, the Committee do not consider it necessary to make anyrecommendation.

20th November, 1879.

No. 57, Session I.—Petition of W. A. Mosley and other Settlers of Inch-Clutha.
The petitioners pray for compensation for loss caused by floods at Inch-Clutha.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having examined the plan and section of the railway
embankment showing the flood-level, and taken evidence, is of opinion that the question should be
referred by the Government to a Commission, in order that evidence may be taken in the district, and
the facts reported to the Government.

20th November, 1879.

No. 48, Session ll.—Petition of David Connor.
The petitioner prays for a grant of land as a Volunteer, his certificate having lapsed.

I am directed to report that, as it appears from the evidence before the Committee, that the peti-
tioner's claim lapsed through his own neglect, the Committee has norecommendation to make.

20th November, 1879.

No. 54, Session I.—Petition of Samuel Phillips. (Further report.)
The petitioner states that he was an assistant in the Photo-lithographic Department, and that he has
been discharged from the public service without sufficient cause.

I am directed to report that, having taken further evidence in the case of the petition of Samuel
Phillips, referred back to the Committee by the House, the Committee is of opinion that it would be
injudicious to restore him to the office he formerly occupied; but recommend that he be employed in
the public service in some other department.

20th November, 1879.

No. 175, Session ll.—Petition of George Jervis.
The petitioner, having received the sum of £100 as a reward for assisting in procuring evidence
which led to the conviction of the perpetrators of the Maungatapu murders, prays for a further
consideration for the same service.

I am directed to report that, having examined the petitioner andreconsidered his claim, the Com-
mittee see no sufficient cause to alter the decision already arrived at during the last session.

20th November, 1879.

No. 99, Session II.—Petition of John Gwynneth.

The petitioner prays for compensation for an alleged discovery of a practicable route for a line of
railway between Porirua and the foot of the Paikakariki Hill.

I am directed to report that, having taken evidence in the case of the petitioner, the Committee is
of opinion that he has not established any claim against the colony.

21st November, 1879.

No. 100, Session ll.—Petition of Daniel Climie.
The petitioner claims to have been the discoverer of a practicable route for a line of railway between
the City of Wellington and the West Coast of the North Island.

I am directed to report that it appears, from the evidence before the Committee, that Mr. Climie
agreed with the promoters of a private company to make a preliminary survej' of a line of railway
from "Wellington through Johnsonville to Porirua, which was proposed to be constructed under the
District Railways Act, for which he was to receive, in the event of a practicable route being obtained
within specified limits of expenditure, the sum of £2,00t), or the appointment of engineer for the
construction of the line. The Committee is of opinion that if any payment is due to Mr. Climie it is
due to him by the promoters of the company, and he has no claim on the Government on the ground
that the proposed line of railway has been undertaken by the colony.

21st November, 1879.
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No. 173, Session ll.—Petition of Eobert Atkinson.
The petitioner prays for redress for having been summarily dismissed from the public service without
sufficient cause, and alleges that a previous recommendation made by the Public Petitions Committee
has only been partly acted upon.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that the petitioner be offered some
employment in the Government service when any suitable vacancy occurs.

21st November, 1879.

No. 170, Session II.—Petition of Charles Hill and Others, of Wellington.
The petitioners pray for the introduction of an amendment into the Abolition of Imprisonment for
Debt Bill, now before the House, enabling them as at present to recover from those of their debtors
who possess sufficient means to pay their accounts and refuse to do so.

I am directed to report that, "as the subject-matter of the petition is now before the House, the
Committee do not deem it necessary to offer any opinion.

24th November, 1879.

No. 174, Session II.—Petition of Cecil Augustus Curtis.
The petitioner prays for compensation for damage alleged to have been sustainedby him by reason of
the passing of " The Education Act, 1877."

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has no claim against
the colony.

24th November, 1879.

No. 201, Session II.—Petition of Richard Alyin England.

The petitioner prays for compensation for loss caused by the issue to him of an auctioneer's license
which afterwards turned out to be valueless.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that, if the petitioner has any claim for
compensation, it is against the authorities who issued the license, but that he has no claim against the
colony.

2'4th November, 1879.

No. 254, Session ll.—Petition of Ahaura Convent School Committee.
The petitioners allege that the convent and school at Ahaura have been rendered unfit for the pur-
pose for whicli they were built, by reason of the construction of tho approach to the bridge lately
made over the Ahaura River, and they pray for redress.

I am directed to report that it appears from the evidence taken by the Committee that the peti-
tioners have sustained such damage, but the amount of such damage is a matter to be inquired into,
and dealt with by the Government iv the usual way.

24th November, 1879.

Nos. 271, 272, 273, 274, 275, Session IL—Petitions of J. B. Hollis and Others, of Clive;
J. Vautier and Others; Thomas Powdrell and Others, of Taradale; George Hislop and
Others of Paketapu; J. Rymer and Others, of Meanee.

The petitioners pray that the Meanee Recreation Reserves Bill may be passed by the House.
I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petitions is now before the House, the

Committee is of opinion that the petitions be read when the Bill is under consideration.
24th November, 1879.

Nos. 222, 223, 188, Session II.—Petitions of the Bishop of Waiapu ; John Waters and Others,
of Warepa; J. J. Hay and Others, of Kaihiku.

The petitioners pray that the reading of the Bible may be practised in the State schools established
under the Education Act.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of these petitions is one of public policy, the
Committee do not consider it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

25th November, 1879.

No. 7, Session II.—Petition of Walter Edward Payne.
The petitioner alleges that he resigned his position in the public service on the understanding that a
pension would be given him, which pension has since been refused, and he prays for redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to a
retiring allowance under the Abolition of Provinces Act; or, in the event of the petitioner being again
employed at a lower salary, that he is entitled to a similar allowance on the difference of salary.

25th November, 1879.

Nos. 258, 266, 268, Session ll.—Petitions of Thomas Bailie and Others, of Nelson; the Bishop
of Auckland and Others; J. B. Hunt and Others, of Waipa and Waikato.

The petitioners pray for the construction of various public works, &c, iv the colony.
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I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that these petitions be referred to the
Government for consideration.

25th November, 1879.

No. 206, Session ll.—Petition of William Strachan.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss alleged to have been incurred by him in carrying out a
contract for the supply of sleepers on the Wellington and Masterton Eailway.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has no claim for com-
pensation against the Government.

26th November, 1879.

Nos. 57, 171, 172, 176, 196, 197, 211, 212, 221, 228, 236, 245, 246, 247, Session IL—Petition of
Inhabitants of Grey Valley, Buller, and Inangahua ; John D. Enys and Others, of
Malvern; F. Jagerhorn and Others, of Mauriceville; George M. Snelson and Others, of
Manawatu; Peter Atchison; W. Stick and Others, of Waikato, Waipa, and Piako; Walter
Swift and Others, of Kawakawa; George H. Godber and Others, of Grey and Big River;
Alfred Howith and Others, of Clutha; John Killen and Others, of Katikati; IL F. Christie
and Others, of Patea; G. F. Mackay and Others, of Mount Benger District, Otago; Noble
McMillen, Mayor of Tapanui, and Others; J. T. Herbert and Others, of Tapanui.

The petitioners pray for the construction of various public works throughout the colony.
1 am directed to report that this Committee is of opinion that the petitions be referred to the

Government for consideration.
26th November, 1879.

No. 134, Session ll.—Petition of Daniel Speedy.

The petitioner prays for compensation for the cost of removing a building whicli had been erected on
the Coal Reserve at Brunncrion.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having considered the petitioner's case, is of opinion
that he has no claim for compensation against the colony.

26th November, 1879.

No. 155, Session IL—Petition of Murdoch McKenzie.
The petitioner prays that access by road may bo given to him to a block of 120 acres in the District
of Waipa, purchased by him in the year ISSB under the " forty-acre system."

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to be
furnished with access to his land, and recommends the Government to communicate with the Road
Board with the view of that body taking the necessary action under the Public Wrorks Act, the
Government providing the compensation awarded by the proper Arbitrators.

26th November, 1879.

No. 126, Session II.—Petition of Charles O'Malley.

The petitioner prays for compensation for alleged dismissal from the public service without due
notice.

I am directed to report that, having considered the case of the petitioner, the Committee cannot
recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

26th November, 1879.

No. 167, Session ll.—Petition of George J. Mackay and Others, of Tuapeka.
The petitioners allege that in the month of September, 1878, their district was visited_ by a very
disastrous flood in the MolyneuxRiver, which destroyed all the bridges and ferries on that river within
the County of Tuapeka.

That, as soon as these disasters were made known, large sums of money were voted by the
House to assist in restoring the Teviot and Beaumont Bridges : but that no effort has been made by
the Council of the Tuapeka County to restore the Beaumont Bridge, and, instead, that the Council
ignored the importance of the work by passing a resolution to the effect that " the bridge be not
proceeded with until all works authorized by the Council are completed;" thus virtually shelving the
matter.

They pray that an inquiry may be made into the facts of the case with the view of the Govern-
ment taking the matter into their own hands, in accordance with section 185 of the Counties Act, and
restoring the bridge or ordering the County Council to do so.

I am directed to report that, from the evidence taken by the Committee on the petitioners' case, it
appears that the Tuapeka County Council has not applied the £3,000 voted by Parliament aud paid by
the Government to the county for the purchase of tho Beaumont Bridge to such purchase. The
Committee is therefore of opinion that the Government should, in the terms of the agreement on
which the money was paid, take immediate steps to recover the money by deducting it from the
subsidies or other moneys payable to the Tuapeka County Council, and apply it in accordance with
the terms of the vote.

26th November, 1879.
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No. 263, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Bateman.
The petitioner prays for compensation for having received his discharge from the office of Warder of
the Dunedin Gaol.

I am directed to report that, having made inquiry into the petitioner's case, the Committee has no
recommendation to make to the House.

26th November, 1879.

No. 192, Session ll.—Petition of Edward Henry Power.
The petitioner prays for relief in the matter of the forfeiture of a Crown grant in the petitioner's
favour for an allotment of land at Clyde in Otago.

I am directed to report that, having examined the petitioner and the documents bearing ou the
case, the Committee is of opinion that he is entitled to no consideration whatever from the House.

26th November, 1879.

No. 38, Session ll.—Petition of Edward McKenna.
The petitioner prays that the House will grant him the same amount of land, 400 acres, as given to
all the officers of Her Majesty's army and colonial forces.I am directed to report that it appears from the evidence that the petitioner has not exercised his
right to select land in the Province of Auckland within the time limited by law. The Committee
cannot recommend his claim to the favourable consideration of the House.

20th November, 1879.

No. 177, Session ll.—Petition of William Jones and Others, of Lower Hutt.
The petitioner prays that Parliament will give authority for the books of the Provincial Library of the
late Province of Wellington to be used by the various public libraries throughoutthe Provincial District
of Wellington.

I am directed to report that it appears, from the evidence submitted to the Committee, that the
books of the late Provincial Library of the Province of Wellington are not being properly cared for,
and there seems to be no person specially in charge of and responsible for the books. The Committee
is of opinion that the books should be placed in the charge of the Geological Department in trust for a
future free public library, and that in the meantime the public should have free access to them,
subject to regulations.

28th November, 1879.

No. 141, Session I.—Petition of William Bannerman and Others.
The petitioners pray that the House will refuse to pass into law any clause or provision that may alter,
or limit, or interfere with therights of the Presbyterian Church of Otago, belonging to the " purchased
and acquired estate," administered in terms of "The Presbyterian Church Lands Act, 1866."

I am directed to report that as no such Bill as that referred to by the petitioners is now before
the House, the Committee does not think it necessary to express any opinion.

28th November, 1879.

No. 253, Session ll.—Petition of J. N. Clifford and Others, of the County of Grey,
I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition is informal, and cannot be
taken into consideration.

28th November, 1879.

Nos. 304, 305, 308, 307, 308, 309, Session 11.— Petitions of John B. McKay and Others, of
Otago ; F. M. Coxhead and Others, of Otago; Isaac Abrahams and Others, of Dunedin ;
William Scott and Others; E. H. Lynne and Others, of Otago; and M. Hazlitt and
Others, of Otago.

The petitioners pray that the House will take into consideration the facts set forth, and will refuse to
grant an increase upon the former duty on tobacco exceeding sixpence per pound.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of these petitions is a question of public policy,
the Committee do not consider it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

28th November, 1879.

No. 190, Session ll.—Petition of James W. Morton and other Licensed Victuallers.
The petitioners pray that a rebate of duty be allowed on under-proof of spirits.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition is a question of public policy,
the Committee do not consider it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

28th November, 1879.

No. 204, Session ll.—Petition of J. Turnbull and Others.
The petitioners pray that an amendment may be made in the Debtors and Creditors Act.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition is now before the House, the
Committee do not consider it necessary to offer any opinion.

Ist December, 1879.
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No. 290, Session ll.—Petition of Arthue Thomas and Others, of the County of Wallace.
The petitioners pray that the " The Counties Act, 1876," maybe so amended that it may be competent
for part of a Road district to merge in the county within which it is situated, in the same manner as
an entire Road district may so merge.

I am directed to report that, as there is a Bill now before the House to amend the Counties Act,
the Committee do not consider it necessary to offer any opinion on the subject-matter of the petition.|

Ist December, 1879.

Nos. 220, 226, 269, Session II.—Petition of William McGilliveay; John Lyttle and Others,
of Fairfax; and Thomas Douglas and Others, of Waihola.

TnE petitioners prayfor buoys to be placed on the Brampton Reef and Whale Rock, on the Northern
Coast of the North Island ; for local self-government, in the way of public works, and for the esta-
blishment of Township Improvement Boards, respectively.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitions be referred to the
Government.

IstDecember, 1879.

No. 289, Session II.—Petition of Albeet Talbot and other Telegraph Operators.
The petitioners pray that the House will take into consideration the allegations of their petition, with
a view to redressing or remedying the grievances alleged to exist in the Telegraph Department.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the grievance complained of by the
petitioners is one for the Government to deal with.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 248, Session ll.—Petition of Chaeles H. Swaine and Others, of Tapanui.
The petitioners pray for relief from the payment of the sheep-tax.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no opinion to offer on the subject-matter of the
petition.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 238, Session IL—Petition of T. B. Hannafoed.
The petitioner sets forth that he broke his leg whilst serving as a private in the 2nd Class Militia in
Auckland in 1863, and prays for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has no claim against
the colony for compensation.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 218, Session ll.—Petition of Henry Oldham and W. De Renzie Tuenee.
The petitioners allege that they suffered considerable loss in consequence of being called awayto serve
in the Waikato war in 1863, and pray for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the colony is not liable for con-
tingent losses occasioned by Native disturbances, and cannot therefore recommend petitioners' claim
for consideration.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 264, Session ll.—Petition of Thomas Murray, James Hunter, and John Summebyille.

The petitioners pray for the issue of some Volunteer remission certificates for the purchase of land,
to which they allege they are entitled.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 98, Session IL—Petition of Neil Beaton.
The petitioner alleges that he is incapacitated from performing heavy work by reason of harsh and
unjust treatment while undergoing sentence in the Auckland Gaol, and he prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for inquiry and consideration.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 283, Session ll.—Petition of J. C. Nicholson, James E. McElyey, Charles C. Pbobebt, and
Henry Johnson.

The petitioners allege that they were discharged from their employment as warders of the Dunedin
Gaol without proper notice, and they pray for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioners were liberally dealt
with, and have no good cause of complaint.

Ist December, 1879.
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No. 299, Session ll.—Petition of Joseph White and Others.

The petitioners pray that the law be so altered or amended as to place hares without the pale of pro-
tection hitherto afforded them in the Province of Nelson by the Protection of Animals Act.

[ am directed to report that the Committee recommend the prayer of the petitioners to the
favourable consideration of the Government.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 214, Session ll.—Petition of E. Gillies and Others, of Otago.
The petitioners pray that it may be provided by legislation that the medical profession may be ade-
quately represented on the Senate of the New Zealand University.

1 am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for the information of the Commission now sitting.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 292, Session IL—Petition of E. M. Dickey and Others, of Waikato.
The petitioners pray that the allotments in the Township of Whatawhata may be opened for sale, and
that various public works may be constructed in the district.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitiou be referred to the
Government for consideration.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 812, Session ll.—Petition of Duncan McKenzie and Others, of Waipu.
The petitioners pray that the Government will employ an engineer to survey the Waipu River.1 am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 265, Session IL-—Petition of John Clevebley.
The petitioner alleges that he has been dismissed from the position of Sub-Manager of the Naval
Training School at Auckland without due notice, and prays for redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner should have com-
plained in the first instance to the Government through his superior officer, so that the complaint
might have been accompanied by any explanation which the latter might see fit to make.

The Committee is further of opinion that the school ought to be placed under local inspection,
similar to that which has all along existed in connection with the Otago Reformatory and Industrial
School; and that the Government be recommended to take the necessary action in the matter, aud
also to institute a thorough investigation into the working of the school.

Ist December, 1879.

Nos. 297, 300, Session ll.—Petitions of Robeet F. Cuthbertson and Others, of the County of
Wallace; and R. T. Waeeen and Others, of Patea.

The petitioners pray for the construction of a branch railway in Otago ; and for the construction of a
road to open up the inland Patea District, respectively.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that tho petitions be referred to the
Government for consideration.

Ist December, 1879.

No. 282, Session II.—Petition of C. G. Teipp and Others, of the County of Geraldiue.
The petitioners pray that the proposed new County of Timaru may not be constituted.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition bereferred to the
Government.

2nd December, 1879.

No. 58, Session ll.—Petition of John Hogan.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss alleged to have been caused to him through a mistake
made in the Immigration Department, between his own name and hi* brother's.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make to the House in the
case of the petitioner.

2nd December, 1879.

No. 207, Session ll.—Petition of William Cumming, Chairman of a Public Meeting at Beaumont.
The petitioner prays that the House will not assent to the severance of the Tapanui District from the
County of Tuapeka.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government.

2nd December, 1879.

3—1.1.
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No. 202, Session ll.—Petition of William Dale.
The petitioner alleges that he, as Trustee of the estate of George Beamish, has suffered loss in conse-
quence of the refusal of the Licensing Bench to grant a renewal of a license for an hotel at Oeo, in
the Provincial District of Taranaki, and prays for redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee see no sufficient reascn to interfere with the pro-
cedure of theLicensing Court in the petitioner's case.

2nd December, 1879.

Nos. 225, 302, 303, Session II.—Petition of Henry Smith and Others, of Ormondville ; Joseph
Sovvry and Others, of Woodville; P. S. Guillard aud Others, of Victoria, in the Seventy-
Mile Bush.

The petitioners allege that at the time of the abolition of the provinces there was in the Provincial
Treasury ofthe Province of Hawke's Bay a balance to the credit of the province, and that a promise
had been made by the Provincial Government to expend certain sums in the construction of roads in
the Seventy-Mile Bush to the various settlements occupied by the petitioners.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that these petitions be referred to the
Public Accounts Committee.

3rd December, 1879.

No. 270, Session II.—Petition of John Bray and Others, of West Clive.
The petitioners pray that aroad may be made through the landing reserve at West Clivc.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for favourable consideration.

3rd December, 1879.

No. 277, Session ll.—Petition of Edward Henry Power (No. 2).
The petitioner prays for redress for losses alleged to have been sustained by him in consequence of
circumstances arising out of the purchase of his own bankrupt estate.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has no claim against
the colony.

3rd December, 1879.

No. 281, Session II.—Petition of Henry Warner Farnall.
The petitioner prays for furtherconsideration for services when employed as Emigration Agent for tho
colony in Great Britain.

I am directed to report that, as the case of the petitionerhas been finally dealt with by the House
during the session of 1878, the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has no further claim
against the colony.

3rd December, 1879.

Nos. 293, 294, Session II.—Petition of D. J. Cameron and Others, of Southland; W. B. Scandeett
and Others, of Southland.

The petitioners pray for the establishment of Township Improvement Boards in connection with
County Councils.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that these petitions be referred to tho
Government for consideration.

3rd December, 1879.

Nos. 313, 314, 315, Session II.—Petition of F. A. Macedo and Others, of Otago ; John Morrison
and Others, of Otago; and E. Nathan and Others, of Otago.

The petitioners pray that any increase of the duty on tobacco to be imposed by the House may not
exceed the amount of sixpence per pound.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of the petition being one of public policy, the
Committee does not deem it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.

3rd December, 1879.

No. 316, Session II.—Petition of Allan McCoekindale and Others.
The petitioners pray that the duty on watches, jewellery, and plate may not be increased.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition bereferred to the
Tariff' Committee.

3rd December, 1879.

No. 319, Session ll.—Petition of Archdeacon Stock and Others, of Wellington.
The petitioners pray that bottle licenses may be legalized throughout the colony.

I am directed to report that the petition is informal, as there i3no signature to the petition as
required by Standing Order No. 267.

3rd December, 1879.
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No. 217, Session ll.—Petition of Nathaniel McCreery.

Thf petitioner complains of a decision of Dr. Ormond, R.M. of Wairoa, Hawke's Bay, for trespass
against the petitioner, and he prays for redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make to the House in the
petitioner's case.

sth December, 1879.

No. 219, Session ll.—Petition of Edward Ceoker.
The petitioner prays for an inquiry into the circumstances of a conviction obtained against the
petitioner's wife, Mary A. Croker, in the Supreme Court in Auckland.

I am directed to report that the Committee sees no reason to interfere with the decision of the
ordinary Courts of law in the case of the petitioner.

sth December, 1879.

No. 287, Session II.—Petition of Eobeht Mowatt.
The petitioner alleges that he has not received from the Government the amount of pay to which he
is entitled for services as drill-instructor of artillery, and he prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee sees no reason to alter the decision arrived at in the
session of 1877 with respect to the petitioner's claim.

sth December, 1879.

No. 233, Session ll.—Petition of Edmund O'Malley.
The petitioner alleges that he has sustained loss in completing the contract for the Thorndon reclama-
tion, caused by the action of the railway authorities.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having inquired into the case of the petitioner, is of
opinion that he has no claim against the colony.

sth December, 1879.

No. 298, Session ll.—Petition of J. C. Firth and other Citizens of Auckland.
The petitioners pray that the House will not remove any barriers made for the protection of private
citizens against wealthy corporations, by freeing such corporations from liabilities for forming streets
according to levels fixed. The petitioners also call attention to the fact " that there is uo protection
to the owners of property at the time of fixing the levels, as the Council claim the despotic power of
going into streets and fixing the levels irrespective ofdamage."

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be read to the House
when the Municipal Corporations Act Amendment Bill is under consideration.

slh December, 1879.

No. 275, Session II.—Petition of Thomas McMillan.
The petitioner prays that a refund of passage-money from England to New Zealand may be made to
him.

I am directedto report that tho Committee has no recommendation to make to the House in the
case of the petitioner.

Bth December, 1879.

No. 93, Session I.—Petition of Messrs. Bauchop and Co.
The petitioners pray for consideration of injury to mill at Port Chalmers through railway works.

I am directed to report that, from the evidence before the Committee, it appears the petitioners
have a claim for consideration on account of loss they have sustained by flood-waters being diverted
on to their land by a railway cutting. The Committee recommends the Government to make inquiry
into the petitioners' claim, and award such compensation as they may be found to be entitled to; and,
in the event of the petitioners declining to accept the decision of the Government, the Committee
recommends that they be allowed to sue the Crown, the Government waiving any technical forms that
would prevent the matter in disputebeing decided on its merits.

Bth December, 1879.

No. 94, Session I.—Petitiou of Messrs. Allen and Kingstreet. (Further Report.)
Tue petitioners pray for compensation on account of loss they have sustained by flood-waters being
diverted on to their land by a railway cutting.

I am directed to report that the Committee sees no reason to alter its former report on this case.
Bth December, 1879.

No. 324, Session II.—Petition of Thomas Kirk.
The petitioner prays that a road may be granted to his land, purchased in 1876—-viz., part of Section
10, Block VIII., Taieri District—to which there is no means of access at present.

I am directed to report that the Committee inquired into the petitioner's case during the session
of 1878, and recommended tho Government to use its influence with theRoad Board of the district to



I.—l 20

take a road through Mr. Charteris's land, under " The Public Works Act, 1876," at the cost of the
petitioner. It appears that, although the Road Board collect road rates from the petitioner, it declines
to take any action to enable him to acquire any access to the land in respect of which it levies rates.
It appears also that the Road Board has treated the application of the Governmentwith contempt, and
declines to be, what it terms, dictated to in the matter. In the opinion of the Committee it is a
question how far, under such circumstances, the Government would be warranted in withholding any
subsidies that may accrue to this road district, pending the Board doing its duty in the matter. The
Committee is of opinion that the petitioner's case is one of much hardship, and that the Government
should take the necessary action in order to give him a right-of-way to his land.

Bth December, 1879.

No. 326, Session ll.—Petition of Nathaniel Flowers.
TnE petitioner prays for payment of wages as signalman at Wanganui.

1 am directed to report that it appears, from the evidence before the Committee, that the
petitioner did not apply in the first instance to the Government for consideration. The Committee
does not therefore consider it desirable to make any recommendation to the House in the petitioner's
case.

9th December, 1879.

No. 351, Session II.—Petition of Joseph Colesby.

The petitioner prays for reconsideration of his petition relating to alleged loss of land consequent
upon the White Cliff massacre.

I am directed to report that the petitioner's loss is one contingent on Native disturbance, for
which, in the opinion of the Committee, the colony is not liable.

9th December, 1879.

No. 145, Session II.—Petition of Samuel Ferguson.

The petitioner prays for compensation for loss sustained by the Maori war of 1863.
I am directed to report that, from evidence before the Committee, it appears that no award has

been made by the late Mr. Beckham in favour of the petitioner. The Committee has therefore no
recommendation to make to the House in the case of the petitioner.

9th December, 1879.

No. 346, Session ll.—Petition of J. Treadwell and Others.
The petitioners bring forward articles of impeachment against certain members of the House of
Eepresentatives.

I am directed to report that the Committee considers this petition refers to subjects it is not
called upon to inquire into, andreturns the petition to the House to deal with as it may deem fit.

9th December, 1879.

Nos. 335, 342, 349, 359, Session ll.—Petitions of L. D. Nathan and Co. ; Dayid Levi aud Others;
William Heywood aud Others ; John Golder aud Others.

Tue prayer of the petition relates to the duty on tobacco and on spirits.
I am directed to report that the subject-matter of these petitions being one of public policy, the

Committee does not deem it necessary to offer any opinion to the House.
9th December, 1879.

No. 276, Session ll.—Petition of Florence McCarthy.

The petitioner alleges that he has suffered loss in his business in consequence ofan arrangement for
the use of a special wire, made by the Government with the Press (Telegraph) Association.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having considered the petitioner's case, is of opinion
that he has no claim for compensation against the colony.

9th December, 1879.

No. 191a, Session ll.—Petition of Moses Crewdson.
The petitioner alleges that he has suffered loss in consequence of the crossing ofhis tramway, between
the Town of Nelson and the Port, by the Nelson and Port Railway.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government, with the view of giving redress to the grievance complained of at the crossing.

9th December. 1879.

Nos. 86, 71, Session II.—Petition of E. ft. Ward and Others ; and Richard Kelly and Others-
The petitioners complain of the manner of the administration of justice in the Resident Magistrate's
Court in the District of Poverty Bay, aud pray that a fit and proper person may be appointed for the
district.
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I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that there is prima facie evidence to

show that there ought to be an inquiry as to the fitness of Mr. Gudgeon to occupy the position of
Eesident Magistrate, and that the Government be recommended to made such inquiry accordingly

9th December, 1879.

Nos. 356, 357, 348, 358, Session II.—James Beighton and Others, of Roxburgh; James Rivers
and Others, of Alexandra, Otago; Benjamin Naylor and Others, of Clyde; William Green-
bank and Others, ofVincent County.

The petitioners pray for the formation of a district road from the WaikaiaBush to the main road
between Roxburgh and Alexandra.

I am directed to report that these petitions be referred to the Government for consideration
9th December, 1879.

No. 232, Session IL—Petition of W. B. Taldwyn.
The petitioner prays for relief in consequence of his services having been dispensed with in tho
Government Insurance Department.

I am directed to report that it appears, from the evidence taken by the Committee, that peti-
tioner lost his appointment because the Commissioner considered that other arrangements could be
made more advantageous to the generalworking of the department. The Committee does not think
that petitioner's reputation as an accountant is in any way injured by such loss of appointment, as it
was mainly on grounds not involving competency as an accountant that his services were dispensed
with. The Committee, therefore, sees no reason why he should not be again employed by the Govern-
ment if a suitable opportunity offers.

10th December, 1879.

No. 340, Session ll.—Petition of P. Austen and Others, of Ohinemuri.
The petitioners pray for the arrest of the parties guilty in the Ohinemuri outrage.

I am directed to report that the subject-matter of this petition being one of public policy, the
Committee is of opinion that it is one for the Government to deal with, and refers it to the Govern-
ment for its serious consideration.

10th December, 1879.

No. 322, Session ll.—Petition of Dayid Lyall.
The petitioner prays for relief in consequence of loss caused by the cancellation of the lease of
Section 695, Mid-Wakatipu.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition be referred to theGovernment with the view of bringing it under the consideration of the Waste Land Board of Otan-o
llth December, 1879.

No. 113, Session ll.—Petition of R. L. F. J. De Thierry.
The petitioner alleges that he entered into negotiations with the aboriginal natives in the North Island
for the purchase of certain blocks of land, and thus paved the way for their acquirement by the
Government. He further alleges that he not only lost his time, trouble, and moneyactually expended
but his prospective commission also, in consequence of his operations being suspended by Proclamation
issued under Statute law. He prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to theGovernment for inquiry, and, if it is found that the Government has been benefited by the petitioner's
work, that a fair payment be made for such work.

llth December, 1579.

No, 330, Session II.—Petition of James Dempset.
The petitioner alleges that injustice has been done to him as contractor for reclamation works at
Auckland, and prays for investigation.

I am directed to report that the Committee does not consider it advisable to interfere in disputes
between contractors and the Public Works Department before the contract has been completed, espe-
cially as in the present case there is an absence of evidence that would enable the Committee to come
to any decision ; but recommends the Government to make immediate local inquiry into the matter
with a view of a prompt settlement of tho dispute, as any delay will seriously interfere with the
harbour.

llth December, 1879.

No. 184, Session II.—Petition of Joseph Pennington and John Gibson.
The petitioners pray for the refund of money expended by them in fencing their land along the line
of railway near the Waiwakaiho River.

I am directed to report that, having made inquiry into the case of the petitioners, the Committee
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finds that the Government has strictly fulfilled the agreement entered into. The Committee cannot
therefore recommend the claim of the petitioners to the favourable consideration of the House,

llth December, 1879.

No. 205, Session ll.—Petition of Amos Burr.
The petitioner prays for assistance from the Government, he being crippled by the loss of both hands.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make to the House on the
petitioner's case.

llthDecember, 1879.

No. 244, Session IL—Petition of James Mackay.

The petitioner prays for the refund of £500, being balance of deposit lodged with a tenderto construct
works for Public Works Department.

I am directed to report that, having made inquiry into the case of the petitioner, the Committee
cannot recommend the Government to refund the deposit.

llthDecember, 1879.

No. 341, Session IL—Petition of G. F. Maskew.
The petitioner alleges that he was unavoidably absent from duty, through illness, and that he lost his
employment in consequence, and he prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petitioner has received more
byway of gratuity than the law allows, and, viewing the case of the petitioner in its general application
to the Civil Service, the Committee cannot recommend a further payment.

llth December, 1879.

No. 39, Session ll.—Petition of Patrick Baerey.

The petitioner prays for the issue of land scrip to which he alleges himself, his brother, aud sister, to
be entitled.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that there is no evidence before it to
show that the petitioner has any claim against the colony.

llth December, 1879.

No. 336, Session ll.—Petition of R. Pharaztn and Others.
The petitioners pray for an inquiry into the conduct of the Judge of the Assessment Court at
Wanganui.

1 am directed to report that the Committee does not consider it necessary to offer any opinion to
the House on the subject-matter of this petition.

llth December, 1879.

No. 191, Session II.—Petition of Henry Jackson.
The petitioner prays for redress of his grievances, he alleging that he was summarily and unjustly
dismissedfrom his appointment as Chief Surveyor of the Province of Wellington.

I am directed to report that the Committee has not examined witnesses in this case, but the result
of the examination of the Commissioners appointed under " The Civil Service Act Amendment Act,
1871," and of the Select Committee of the Legislative Council, and other official documents have been
submitted to the Committee. In consequence of the late period of the session, the Committee is
unable to make such an examination into the case of the petitioner as would warrant it in making a
final recommendation to the House.

The Committee is, however, sufficiently informed to state that in its opinion the case of the
petitioner has not been dealt with in such a manner as to satisfy the ends of justice, and to insure
the proper discipline of the Civil Service.

Considering the position previously held by the petitioner in the Civil Service of the Wellington
Province as Chief Surveyor, and recognizing his acknowledged ability and devotion to his profession,
the Committee thinks that greater consideration should have been shown him than appears to have been
by the Surveyor-General.

The charges made against the petitioner by that officer are practically resolved into disobedience
of ordersalleged to have been iesued in the early part of the year 1877. The Committee considers that
such disobedience, if it actually occurred, should have been inquired into and dealt with at the time,
and should not have been allowed to sleep for nearly two years.

The charges were first officially made to the Government on the 15th November, 1878, but the
Government did not appear to consider them to be of a very grave character, as another appointment
was proposed to be given to petitioner if a suitable one could be found.

Subsequently, however, the charges made were referred to a Commission appointed under " The
Civil Service Amendment Act, 1871," the members of the Commission being nominated by the officer
making the charges.

The Committee considers that a Commission so appointed was not a fair tribunal to inquire into
and decide on charges which to some extent involved professional rivalry.
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It does not appear to the Committee that the main charges have been satisfactorily proved.
The Committee desires to avoid doing anything that would tend to disorganize the Civil Service,

but it is of opinion that official tyranny, of the existence of which the Committee have had ample
evidence iv this and other cases that have come before it, is equally destructive of good discipline as
is the insubordination of inferior officers, and that both, in the opinion of the Committee, should be
suppressed.

The Committee therefore considers that the petitioner's case should be referred to a Royal Com-
mission, provided such Commission is composed of men of sufficient independence and high standing
outside the Civil Service.

13th December, 1879.

No. 287, Session II.—Petition of Robert Mowatt. (Further Report.)
The petitioner alleges that he has not received from the Government the amount of pay to which he
is entitled for services as drill-instructor of artillery, and prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee sees no reason to alter the decision already arrived at
in the case of the petitioner.

15th December, 1879.

No. 350, Session II.—Petition of John Collie and Others.
The petitioners pray that they may be reimbursed by Government for losses incurred in carrying out
the summit contract of the Wellington-Masterton Railway.

I am directed to report that the Committee dealt with the petition of the contractors in this
contract during the session of 1878, and decided that they had no claim against the colony. The
Committee is of opinion that the opinion arrived at with respect to the contractors equally applies to
their sureties. The Committee cannot therefore recommend their claim to the favourable consideration
of the House.

15thDecember, 1879.

No. 373, Session ll.—Petition of Abraham Kercel.
The petitioner prays for relief in consequence of loss to his business as a dairyman through the
disease pleuro-pneumonia.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make to the House in the
case of the petitioner.

15th December, 1879.

No. 136, Session ll.—Petition of Nancabrow and Co. and Others.
The petitioners pray that a telegraph station may be established at Totara-nui, in Blind Bay.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

15th December, 1879.

No. 365, Session ll.—Petition of John Stanley and Others.
The petitioners pray for telegraphic communication between the main line to the Buller and the
junction of Motueka and Motupiko Rivers.

I am directed to report that tho Committee is of opinion that this petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

15thDecember, 1879.

No. 363, Session ll.—Petition of Daldv McWilliams.
The petitioner prays for compensation, he having been wounded by Maoris whilst in the discharge of
his duty on a Government survey.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the claim of the petitioner be
referred to the Government with the view of such action being taken as the circumstances of the case
appear to demand.

15th December, 1879.

No. 364, Session II.—Petition of William Strachan (No. 2).
The petitioner prays for further inquiry into his petition regarding sleepers supplied to Government._ I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make in the case of the
petitioner, having already come to a decision on his claim.

15th December, 1879.

No. 18, Session I.—Petition of John Dougherty.
The petitioner prays for compensation for loss in consequence of slaughter of diseased cattle.

I am directed to report that, as no fresh evidence has been submitted in this case, the Committeedo not consider it necessary to re-open the question.
15th December, 1879.
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No. 361, Session ll.—Petition of Harrison Gibson.
The petitioner prays for consideration iv consequence of' losses sustained through the action of the
Government.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this claim for compensation is one
arising only from contingent circumstances consequent on Native disturbances, for which the colony
is not liable. The Committee has therefore no recommendation to make in the petitioner's case.

15th December, 1879.

No. 367, Session IL—Petition of H. K. Taiaroa.
The petitioner prays that his salary of £100 a year as Assessor may be continued, notwithstanding his
being a member of the Legislative Council.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the petitioner's claim to the
favourable consideration ofthe House.

15th December, 1879.

No. 370, Session II.—Petition of Patrick Gorman and Others (No. 2).
The petitioners pray that the duty on spirits may not be increased by more than Is. per gallon.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition has been already dealt with by
the House, the Committee do not consider it necessary to make any recommendation.

15th December, 1879.

No. 366, Session II.—Petition of Stephen Dobbyn.

The petitioner submits a claim for £32 lis. for loss of time and expenses incurred in consequence of
obstruction of the Natives of the Tcpuna District.

I am directed to report that, as no evidence has been submitted to the Committee showing that
the colony is in any way liable, the Committee has no recommendation to make to the House.

15th December, 1879.

No. 369, Session ll.—Petition of AVili.iam Painton and Others.
The petitioners pray for alteration in legislation regarding debtors.

I am directed to report that the Committee considers that the subject-matter of this petition is one
for the House to deal with. The Committee has therefore no special recommendation to make.

15th December, 1879.

No. 318, Session II. —Petition of John Firth Heatley.
The petitioneralleges that he has been dismissed from his appointment in the Department of Justice
without reason, and prays for other employment.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make in the case ofthe
petitioner.

15th December, 1879.

No. 389, Session ll.—Petition of Herman W. Tinney and Others.
The petitioners pray for remission of toll on the bridge over the Waikato River at Hamilton.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

15th December, 1879.

No. 386, Session II.—Petition of John McLeod.
The petitioner prays for consideration in consequence of losses sustained by having to move his
ferry from tho site first fixed, as he alleges, in error by the Provincial Engineer of the Province of
Nelson.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition bo referred to the
Government for the purpose of makiug inquiry.

15th December, 1879.

No. 381, Session ll.—Petition of John Kentley and Others.
The petitioners pray that Kawakawa, Bay of Islands, may be incorporated as a borough.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition has been dealt with by the
House, the Committee do not deem it necessary to offer any opinion.

15th December, 1879.

No. 388, Session ll.—Petition of Anderson and Co. and Others.
The petitioners pray that buildings for the use of Post and Telegraph Departments be erected,
adjoining the present railway station at Waikouaiti.
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I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

15thDecember, 1879.

No. 392, Session II.—Petition of Antonio Joseph.
The petitioner prays for a free grant of land in consideration of services rendered to the early
settlers in Otago.

I am directed to report that there is no evidence before the Committee to showthat the petitioner
is entitled to a free grant of land for services said to be rendered to the public of Otago.

15th December, 1879.

No. 121 (1878).—Petition of David Weib.
The petitioner prays for consideration in consequence of losses said to be sustained through the
miscarriage of and non-delivery of a letter by the Postal Department.

I am directed to report that, from the evidence before the Committee, it appears that gross
carelessness was shown by the Postmaster at Port Chalmers in not forwarding the letter to its
destination. It is also probable that the petitioner suffered some loss owing to the non-delivery of the
letter, but the Committee doubt the expediency of the colony acknowledging liability ou account of
any neglect on the part of Post Office officials to forward letters to their addresses within a reasonable
time. The Committee cannot, therefore, recommend the House to grant compensation in the case of
the petitioner, as the proper remedy is for the Government to punish officers guilty of such neglect.

15th December, 1879.

No. 128, Session ll.—Petition of James Divine.
The petitioner prays for consideration iv consequence of having been accidentally wounded when
on active service in the field.

I am directed to report that the Committee has beeu unable to obtain any evidence to substantiate
the statements of the petitioner, and recommend the Government to make inquiry into the case, and,
if the petitioner's statements are found to be correct, that a sum of £20 be awarded him in full of all
claims against the colony.

15 th December, 1879.

No. 390, Session ll.—Petition of H. Barton and Others.
The petitioners pray that the duty on spirits may not bo increased.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition has been dealt with by the
House, the Committee do not consider it necessary to make any recommendation.

15th December, 1879.

No. 391, Session IL—Petition of H. N. Warner.
The petitioner prays for consideration in consequence of length of service under Government.

I am directed to report that the Committee see no reason to alter the decision arrived at during
the session of 1877 in petitioner's case.

15th December, 1879.

By Authority : Gteorqb Didsbury, Government Printer, Wellington.—lB79.
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