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1879.
NEW ZEALAND.

LAND TRANSFER AND DEEDS REGISTRATION.
(ANNUAL REPORT OF DEPARTMENTS.)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

The Seceetabt for Stamps to the Commissioner of Stamps.

Sic,— Head Office, Stamp Department, "Wellington, 21th July, 1879.
In conformity with established practice, pursuant to which the Eegistrar-General of Land

has hitherto reported annually to the Hon. the Minister of Justice upon the working of the Land
Transfer and Deeds Eegistration Departments, I have the honor herewith to transmit statement
and returns showing results of such working for theyear ending 30th June, 1879.

It is necessary, however, to explain that in January last the Government deemed it desirable
to transfer the administration of these departments from the Minister of Justice to the Commissioner
of Stamps, and, upon such transfer,Eegistrars were notified that thereafter all returns, correspondence,
&c. (excepting only such as pertained to points of practice, or involved technical questions of law,which
were still to be addressed to theEegistrar-General of Land), should be forwarded to the Commissioner
of Stamps. Thus the information upon which this report is based has come into my hands, and hence
the duty of reporting devolves upon me.

Since January, numerous changes have takenplace in the staff ofEegistrars and Examiners, occa-
sioned hy the decision of the Government to extend the principle already introduced with success
in Hawke's Bay, "Westland, and Marlborough—viz., the amalgamation of the offices of District Land
Eegistrar and Examiner of Titles. In pursuance of this decision, theseoffices have been amalgamated
in the Districts of Taranaki, Nelson, and Southland, thus effecting aconsiderable saving. The second
examinership at Wellington has been abolished, and the second examinership at Otago will shortly
also be abolished. Notwithstanding the reduction of five officers as here pointed out, it is confidently
anticipated thateven greaterefficiency will be secured.

The four principal stations—Auckland, Wellington, Canterbury, and Otago—alone now retain the
assistance of Examiners. Tho remaining six aro supervised by Eegistrars only, who, in addition
to their duties as such, fill the offices of Deputy Commissionerof Stamps and Eegistrar of Joint-Stock
Companies in their respective districts. The Examiner at Auckland is also charged with similar
duties.

The transactions of the past year have largely exceeded those of 1877-78, as will be'seen by
reference to the returns hereto appended ; and the year's receipts have exceeded the estimate of
the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer by no less than £6,860, and the actual receipts of 1877-78 by
£5,480.

With such an unexpected influx of business, itwill not be matter of surprise that the expenditure
has also exceeded the appropriation. When all the liabilities of the past year have been met, it
will probably be found that the vote has been exceededby nearly £900.

The receipts under the Land Transfer Act, exclusive of Assurance Fund, for the year, have been
£20,538 13s. 2d.; under the Deeds Eegistration Act, £18,822 65.: total, £39,360 19s. 2d.

The expenditure for the same period will be somewhat under £20,500. The amount standing to
the credit of the Assurance Fund on the 30th June last was £19,961 16s. 9d., as against £14,645
on the 30th June, 1878.

The returns appended show—(A) the business transacted under the Land Transfer Act during
the year 1878-79; (B) the fees received uuder the said Act during the same period; (C) the
mortgages and discharges of mortgages during the same period, and the total amount remaining
secured on mortgage under the said Act on the 30th June last; (D) the arrears existing in the
various offices at the close of business on the same date ; (E) number of deeds received for regis-
tration during the year, and those remaining unregistered on the 30th June last; as also thereceipts
from this branch of the department during the financial year.

In connection with Eeturn A it may be of interest to note that, from the official returns of
Victoria for theyear 1877, the number of applications received there was 1.275 ; transfers registered,
8,184 ; mortgages, 3,615 ; fees received, £25,784.

The receipts of the Deeds Eegistry branch show an increase over the year 1877-78 of £1,751,
having reached the sum of £18,822 6s. The number of deeds unregistered on the 30th June last
(840) amount only to one-half the number of those unregistered on the 30th June, 1878.

I have, &c,
The Hon. the Commissioner of Stamps, E. C. Hamerton,

Wellington. Secretary for Stamps.
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A.—STATEMENTOFBUISSINESS TRANSACTEDUNDERtheLAND TRANSFE
R ACT
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B.—RETURN of FEES received under the LAND TRASFER ACTS for the YEAR ending the
30th June, 1879.

C.—RETURN showing the Total Amount in Money remaining secured by MORTUGAGES Under the
Land TRANSFER Acts on the 30th June, 1879.

IAmount remaining Amount secured by Total Amount of Amount remaining
District. secured by Mortgage on I Mortgag,, during lue Year Mortgage paid (.if during secur.dby Mortgageon

30th June, 1878. | ended 30th June, 1879. same Period. 30lh June, 1879.
I

£ s. a. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Auckland ... ... 381,376 8 4 200,712 3 9 85,328 3 0 496,760 9 1

Otago ... ... 1,632,028 10 7 591,258 7 0 186,516 0 0 2,036,770 17 7
Canterbury ... ... 3,147,450 15 10 1,866,652 2 8 627,691 0 0 4,386,411 18 6

Wellington ... ... 780,109 3 6 506,459 4 9 164,940 3 6 1,121,628 4 9

Nelson ... ... 161,862 12 9 65,854 15 1 39,459 0 0 188,258 7 10

Southland ... ... 98,427 7 7 442,213 18 8 188,107 2 4 352,564 311

Hawke's Bay... ... 691,658 3 6 184,482 10 1 22,756 14 4 853,383 19 3

Westland ... ... 35,729 13 6 20,805 0 3 4,781 9 0 51,813 4 9

Taranaki ... ... 49,160 0 6 47,112 10 4 12,061 19 5 84,216 11 5

Marlborough... ... 67,163 8 4 22,905 10 9 10,787 0 0 79,28119 1

Totals... ... 7,041,972 4 5 3,948,546 3 4 1,342,128 11 7 9,651,059 16 2

Correspond'gYear, 1877-78 ... 3,329,579 14 0 1,224,495 18 2

District. General Fees. Land Assurance. Totals.

Auckland
£ s. d.

1,449 15 0
£ s. d.

366 12 0
£ a. d.

1,816 7 0

)tago 3,363 7 2 674 10 6 4,037 17 8

Canterbury 8,234 10 8 1,553 14 6 9,788 5 2

Wellington 3,167 15 4 409 0 0 3,576 15 4

Mbou 554 15 0 72 16 5 627 11 5

louthland 1,766 5 0 480 6 8 2,246 11 8
lawke'sBay ... 860 9 0 196 1 0 1,056 10 0

Vest land 261 16 0 27 14 0 289 10 0

?aranaki 699 4 0 88 13 4 787 17 4

ifarlborough ... 181 12 0 9 15 5 191 7 5

Totals ... 20,539 9 2 3,879 3 10 24,418 13 0

Corresponding Year, 1877-78 16,810 8 7 2,994 19 7 19,805 8 2
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D.—RETURN showing WORK in ARREAR in the LAND TRASFER DEPARTMENT on the 30th
June, 1879.

Transfers, Mortgages, Sfc, unrecorded.—Otago.
Transfers ... ... ... ... ... 39
Mortgages ... ... ... ... ... 37

Requisitions (awaiting compliance with).—Otago.
Transfers ... ... ... ... ... 11
Mortgages ... ... ... ... ... 8

E.—RETURN showing the NUMBER of DEEDS remaining UNREGISTERED on the 30th June, 1878,
the NUMBER received for REGISTRATIONandthe NUMBER REGISTERED during the YEAR ending
the 30th June, 1879; also the Number remaining UNREGISTERD on that Date, and the Total
Amount of Fees collected for the same Period.

District.

Number of
Applications awaiting

compliance with
Requisitions made on

them.

Number of Applications
(other than those

above-mentioned) re-
ceived duringthe current

Month which have
not yet been passed by

theDistrict Land
Registrar andExaminer.

Number of
Applications received

previously
which haye not yet

been passed.

Number of
Certificates(including

Certificateson
Transfers) due,but

not issued.

Auckland
Otago ...
Canterbury
Wellington
Nelson
Southland
Hawke's Bay
Westland
Taranaki
Marlborough

54
21
51
25
10
15
18
1
2
4

6
6
1
2

10 43
97

22

i
"2 121

3

Total ... 210 17 11 286

District.
Unregistered,

30th June,
1878.

Received
for Registration

during Year.
Registered

during Year.
Unregistered

on the
30th Jane, 1879.

Fees.

Luckland
)tago
Canterbury
Wellington
kelson
louthland
lawke's Bay
Vestland
"aranaki ...
Marlborough

155
317
352
386
102
71

104
13

140
36

4,781
2,167
3,536
3,962

479
849

1,084
124

1,147
365

4,796
2,367
3,610
4,232

581
878

1,123
128

1,214
401

140
117
278
116

42
65

9
73

£ s. d.
4,563 19 0
2,413 3 0
3,894 19 0
3,776 15 0

512 2 0
1,018 17 0
1,152 15 0

121 7 0
970 1 0
398 8 0

Total 1,676 18,494 19,330 840 18,822 6 0

By Authority i Geoege Didsbuey, Government Printer, Wellington.—1879.
'rice 3d.
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