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pleted, and will be opened early in January. Temporary buildings have been secured at Bendigo and
Bald Hill Flat. These schools will also be in operation about tho middle of January. There are
several applications for the establishment of schools which have not yet been finally disposed of by the
Board.

School Attendance.—A table showing the attendance of the different schools, the amount
expended upon each school, and the name, status, and emoluments of each of the teachers, is hereunto
appended. The following is an abstract of the attendanceat theDunedin public schools and the other
public schools of Otago, from the institution of the Otago education scheme, in the year 1856, to the
present time:—

The figures for the year 1878 show a very great increase in the average attendance at thepublic
schools of the district. Owing to the separation of the Southland District (including Southland
County, Wallace County, Lake County, Fiord County, and Stewart Island County), the number of
schools were reduced from 173 to 130. But, notwithstanding this diminution, the average attend-
ance in the Otago District proper for the year is 870 in excess of that for the combined Otago and
Southland Districts in 1877. This increase has usually been most conspicuous in town and village
schools, and the Board has every reason to believe that it would have been much larger but for the
great difficulty that has been encountered iv getting adequate accommodationprovided. In Dunedin,
the increase in average attendance has been considerably less than was to be expected, and has been
the result rather of crowding the existing accommodation to the utmost than of the erection of the
much-needed additional schools and class-rooms.

The average number of attendances made by every child that attended at all during the year
amounts to 59 per cent, of the possible attendances, being 3 per cent, less than in 1877. In the
Dunedin schools this average was 60, and for the other schools in the district 58. The falling off of
3 per cent, in the above average appears to be mainly due to the large number of pupils who entered
the schools during the latter portion of the year, and to the unusual severity of the winter. During
the six months from July to December, the average number of attendances made by every child that
attended at all during these six monthsamounted to 70 per cent, of the possible attendances, a result
which is greatly above thatof any of the five preceding years. It is worthy of remark that during
the above six months the salaries paid to teachers have, to a small extent, depended upon the average
attendance at the schools, and that the remarkable increase iv the percentage has, to all appearance,
followed from the influence the teachers have exercised towards promoting more regular attendance.
It would thus appear that the object the Board had in view in making the salaries vary somewhat
with the average attendance has been already largely attained, to the great benefit of those under
instruction.

Finance.—Appended hereto is an abstract of the income and expenditure of the Board for the
year 1878, certified by the auditor appointed by the Governor. A table showing the amounts con-
tributed by the Board to eachschool for teachers' salaries,including bonuses, allowancesto Committees,
and school-buildings, is shown in Appendix A. The sum paid for teachers' salaries, including the
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