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No. 2.
The Peoyincial Seceetaey, Auckland, to the Undee Seceetaey for Gold Fields.

Sib,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, Bth April, 1875.
In reference to your letter, dated the 15th February last, I am directedby His Honor the

Superintendent to transmit to you herewiththe accompanying report by the Warden of the Hauraki
South Gold Mining District, for the year ending 31st March, together with a report on the Ohinemuri
Gold Field.

I have, &c,
Vincent E. Rice,

The Under Secretary, Public Works Office, {pro Provincial Secretary).(Gold Fields Branch,) Wellington.

Enclosure in No. 2.
General Report on the Southern Portion of the Haurahi Gold Mining District, Province of Auckland,

for the Year endinq Z\st March, 1875.
Dueing the past year the event of the greatest importance has been the opening of Ohinemuri for
gold mining. After some seven years of negotiations, the consent of the Natives was at lengthobtained
to the opening of tho district as a gold field under an agreement. It does not lie within the scope of
this report to make any statement respecting theproceedings which led to the opening up of this large
and important district, but I maybe allowed to say that I consider it afortunate thing that it has been
done with the consent evenof those of the Native owners who have most steadfastlyresisted through-
out. An incursion of the diggers into Ohinemuri against the will of theNative owners wouldprobably
have resulted in events which would have caused disturbance and disquietude throughout the colony.
With respect to the prospects of Ohinemurias a gold field, I shall refer to them more particularly in
my separate report on that field. The opening up of the district, however, whether payable mines are
discovered and worked upon it or not, cannot fail to have an important effect in extending settlement
in thatportion of the North Island where it has hitherto made but little progress, and so will be of
inestimable importance to the whole colony.

Inregard to the southern portion of the Hauraki Gold MiningDistrict, I have not this year to notico
any very important event, any extraordinary discovery, or any great fallingoff. It has been thought
throughout the year that the confident expectation that theOhinemuri wouldsoon be opened operated
injuriously on this field, and I have no doubt that that was the case. Almost all the prospectors, who
are a class by themselves, had made up their minds to give Ohinemuri a trial when it was opened, and
so theyrefrained from engaging in any work on the ranges around Shortland and Grahamstown. Tho
uncertainty as to how the opening of the upper country might affect thisplace, also affected business
people and the ownersofproperty. The conviction is now,however, gainingground that Ohinemuri will
not take away suddenly a large proportion of the mining population, and that those who are in profit-
able work there will benefit these townships, through which their supplies must be chiefly drawn. I
expect that now, when the uncertainty respecting Ohinemuri is past, prospecting will be resumed in
this district—not only prospecting by parties of men on the hills, but by mining claims and companies
on areas ofground heldby them.

I should like to have been able to state that some discovery had been made of importance in
consequence of the operations of the Pumping Association. In my last report I stated the details
connected with the formation and operations of this Association,and will nowonly brieflyrecapitulate.
It originally comprised the Golden Crown, the Imperial Crown, the Caledonian, and the Tookey
Companies. The Golden Crown has subsequently withdrawn, under an arrangement. The pumping
plant was erected on the Imperial Crown Claim, for thepurpose, in thefirst place, of draining the mines
of tho companies associated and the surrounding country; and secondly, of obtaining access to
the lodes at the deep level. The first object has been completely attained, all these mines and others
having been adequately drained. But the quality of the lodes on the lower levels has disappointed
expectations. The shaft is nowbeing continued, with the view of getting through the comparatively
barren ground on which it is now. Drives are being put in, to reach the neighbouring mines at lower
levels. In the month of April last the shaft had been sunk a depth of 400 feet, and the Association
had expended, up to the Ist ofMarch, 1874, £61,000. Representations were made to the Premier on
the occasion of a visit paid by him to the field in the early part of last year, and in the beginning of
April an arrangement was made by which the Government agreed to assist by an advance of money,
upon certain conditions. It was provided that the money should bo repaid, with interest not exceeding
six per cent., within seven years from the Ist day of March, 1874. Security was given over the
properties of the companies and otherwise, and it was provided that all incomes arising from contribu-
tions by adjacent mines for drainage should be applied in reduction of the debt. The amountagreed
tobe advanced was £50,000, to be expended in sinking the shaft. The agreement was ratified by the
Assembly. The position of the works is now as follows :—The shaft is down 500 feet, a depth of' 100
feet having been sunk since operations were resumed. The shaft had been sunk with pumps 25 inches
in diameter, but, as there was a great amount of labour attached to the attachment and arrangement
of the joints of this pump, the company, after fixing a new plunger at tho 400-feet level,resolved to try
tho experiment of sinking farther with a 12-inch pump. To effect this, the water which flowed
in above the 400-feet level was turned into the plunger cistern without being allowed to flow into the
bottom of the shaft, and the experiment was successful; but after that the inflow of waterproved too
groat, and the larger pumps had to be substituted. A great deal of difficulty was felt in consequence
of the carbonic acid gas, which in this and theadjoining mines generateswith great rapidity. Owing
to its density, considerable difficulty is experienced in dispersing it from tho lower levels. The
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