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1878.
NEW ZEALAND.

INTEECOLONIAL CONEEKENCE.
Presented, to both Souses of the General Assembly by command of Sis Excellency.

EEPOET OF PEOCEEDINGS OF THE INTEECOLONIAL CONFEEENCE
Held at Sydney, New South Wales, during the months of January and February, 1873.

Tnis Conference was convened at the instance of the Honorable Henry Parkes, representing the
Government of New South Wales, for the consideration,primarily, of thefollowing subjects :—1. A scheme of Ocean Mail Services which would meet the demands of all the Australian

Colonies and New Zealand.
2. The policy of Intercolonial FreeTrade, and the objections thereto advancedby the Secretary

of State in Despatches of 13th July, 1871, and 19th April, 1872.
3. Telegraphic Communication, more especially in relation to Submarine Cables.

All the Colonies of Australasia,including Tasmania and New Zealand, responded to the invitation,
and sent the under-mentioned gentlemen as their representatives:—

On behalf of New South Wales—
The Honorable Heney Paekes, Colonial Secretary,
The Honorable Saul Samuel, Vice-President of the Executive Council.

On behalf of New Zealand—
The Honorable Julius Vogel, C.M.G., Colonial Treasurer.
The Honorable W. H. Eetnolds, Commissioner of Customs.

On behalf ofQueensland —The Honorable A. H. Paljiee, Colonial Secretary.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson, Secretary for Lands.

On behalf of South Australia—The Honorable Sir Henet Atees, K.C.M.G., Chief Secretary.
The Honorable J. H. Baeeow, Treasurer.

On behalf of Tasmania—The Honorable F. M. Innes, Treasurer.
The Honorable J. M. Wilson, President of the Legislative Council.

On behalf of Victoria—
The Honorable J. G. Feancis, Chief Secretary.
The Honorable Edwaed Langton, Treasurer.

On behalf of Western Australia—
The Honorable F. P. Baelee, Colonial Secretary.

The Conference assembled at the Treasury, Sydney; the first sitting being on Wednesday,
22nd January, and the last on Friday, 14th February.

At thefirst meeting the Hon. Henry Parkes was unanimously elected Chairman, and A. C. Budge,
Esq., Clerk of the Executive Council, was appointed Secretary.

The subjects discussedby the Conference were the following :—
I.—The Galle Postal Sebyice.

With reference to this question, it was decided, after several days' deliberation, that the proposal
of the Lords of the Treasury for the establishment and maintenance of a four-weekly service between
Galle and Australasia be accepted, on the following conditions:—

(1.) That Melbourne be the terminus of the service.
(2.) That the cost of all the requisite branch services be considered as part [of the cost of the

whole service.
(3.) That the several Australasian Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole

service, in proportion to the correspondence conveyed by such mail service from each
Colony.

(4.) That the Governments of the Colonies requiring branch services make the necessary
arrangements for their respective services with the Government or Governments of the
Colony or Colonies negotiating the contract for the mail service from Galle.

(5.) That the Government of Victoria make all payments for the Main and Branch Galle
services, rendering quarterly estimates of the amounts to be contributed by the several
Colonies, with annual final adjustments of accounts.

(6.) That Cockburn Sound, in Western Australia, be substituted for King George'sSound as
a port ofcall for the oceanmail steamers, provided arrangements can be made to obviate
material delay or increase of cost of the service.
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(7.) That the ocean mail steamers call at Glenelg, South Australia, to receive and deliver
mails.

During the discussion a resolution was passed that if, during the sittings of the Conference, the
representatives of New South "Wales concurred in the action of the Conference with regard to the
Galle Service, the arrangementsrespecting it should be left to the Governments of New South Wales,
Victoria, and South Australia. New South "Wales, however,refusing to concur, and protesting against
the terminus being at Melbourne, the arrangements for the negotiation of the service remain with
Victoria alone.

The decision that the terminus be at Melbourne was arrived at on the following division :—Ayes:
Messrs. Francis, Langton, Vogel, lleynolds, Innes, Wilson, Barlee, Barrow, and Sir Henry Ayers.
Noes : Messrs. Palmer, Thompson, Samuel, and the Chairman (Mr. Parkes). The general resolution
approving of the G-alle Service was then adopted by the votes of all the delegates, except those from
New South Wales, who explained that their votes were givenin opposition because it hadbeen decided
that the terminus should be at Melbourne. At a subsequent meeting of the Conference the question
of the terminus being at Melbourne was rediscussed, on a motion by Mr. Innes to the effect that the
arrangementfor the transmission of the New South Wales and Queensland mails, as embodied in the
motion of Mr. Langton, adopted 27th January, was " not satisfactory." A division Was taken on Mr.
Innes's motion with the following result:—For the motion—Messrs. Innes, Palmer, Thompson,
Samuel, and the Chairman (Mr. Parkes). Against the motion —Messrs Francis, Langton, Vogel,
lleynolds, Barlee, Barrow, and Sir Henry Ayers,—Mr. Wilson declining to vote. The result wa3,
therefore, to affirm the former decision that the terminusbe at Melbourne. Upon this, Messrs. Parkes
and Samuel, on behalf of New South Wales, lodged a protest, which, together with memorandaon the
same subject by the representatives of Victoria and New Zealand, will be found in the Minutes of
Proceedings.

ll.—The Torres Straits Seevice.
A resolution was adopted in favour of the establishment of a mail service between Singapore,

Brisbane, and Sydney,provided the total cost should not exceed £20,000 per annum, the cost to be
divided between all the Colonies in proportion to the number of letters they despatch by this route.
The Imperial Government to be asked to contribute £5,000 per annum towards the subsidy. It was
further decided that the negotiations for the establishment of the service be left to the Government of
Queensland.

lll.—The San Francisco Service.
The Conference agreed to move the Imperial Government to pay all charges upon the trans-

mission of mails to and from London and San Francisco (retaining all postages collectedin the United
Kingdom on account thereof), and to contribute £20,000 annually towards a San Francisco Service,
tobe agreed upon between the Governments of New Zealand and New South Wales.

IV.—Postal Rates and Arrangements.

With reference to postal charges and the further facilities required in this department of the
public service, the Conference adopted resolutions to the following effect:—(1.) That the rates of postage to the United Kingdom, by any of the services agreed to by the

Colonies—alreadyestablished or to be established—shall be the same as at present by the
Southampton route ; the Brindisi charge also remaining as at present.

(2.) That there be, on and after Ist January, 1874, a uniform Intercolonial letter rate of 2d.
per half-ounce, both overland and by sea; and that a uniform Intercolonial parcel and
book-packet rate, be also adopted, accordingto a scale agreed upon. {Vide Minutes.)

(3.) That after 31st March next, captains of vessels be permitted to have a box orbag for the
reception of letters up to the time of sailing, provided such letters are sufficiently stamped,
and also bear the late-fee stamp ; such letters to be deliveredwithout extra charge by the
postal authorities of the Colonies to which they are addressed.

V.—The Telegraph Service. >

The Conference considered various questions connected with the Telegraph Service, and came to
the following; conclusions : —

(1.) That in view of the serious inconvenience that would result from the stoppage of tele-
graphic communication with Europe, it is desirable to construct a cable between Singapore
and the terminus of the Queensland lines at Norman Mouth.

(2.) That a memorial be transmitted to the Eight Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
informing him that the several Australasian Governments arevery desirous of co-operating
with the Imperial Government in the acquisition or construction of through lines of tele-
graphic communication between Great Britain, India, and Australasia.

(3.) That on and after Ist November next, the charge for telegraphic messages within each ot
the Australasian Colonies be Is. for ten words (exclusive of address and signature), and Id.
for every additionalword; but that these charges are not to includemessages on the lines
from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, from Bowen to Norman Mouth, nor the cable charge
between Tasmania and Victoria.

(4.) That messages for New Zealand and Western Australia be received at all Australian
Stations, the proper charge being made for their transmission to the port orplace from
which they are to be posted, and vice versa with regard to telegrams posted in New Zealand
and Western Australia to the telegraph operator at any port in Australia ; and that arrange-
ments should be made for the collection of telegraph charges on all such messages.
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It was proposed,—" That in order to obtain a reduction in the charge for telegrams between Great
Britain, India, and Australasia, the Imperial Government be requested to join with the Colonies in a
temporary subsidy not exceeding £25,000 per annum, for the purpose of securing that object, and that
the Governments of South Australia and Victoria be requested to take the necessary steps to give
effect to the aboverecommendation;" on which question the numbers for and against were equal.

A resolution was also proposed in reference to the above motion,—" That in addition, a free press
message of fifty words per diem from London to Australia be furnished ;" which was negatived.

Vl.—lntercolonial Commercial Reciprocity.

The Conference, after duly considering Lord Kimberley's Despatch of 19th April, 1872, and the
other correspondence on this subject, resolved to again urge upon the attention of his Lordship the
claims of the Australasian Colonies, and adopted a memorial in favour of the removalof the restrictions
which prevent two or moreColonies entering into arrangements for the admission, within their
respective territories,of articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of Australasia, upon
terms of which they may mutually agree.

VII.—Intercolonial Customs Union.
The question of adopting a uniform Tariff throughout the Australasian Colonies was discussedby

the Conference, and a resolutionwas passed affirming the desirableness of such a course, on the under-
standing that the " Union " should be established on the principle that Customs duties ought to be
levied for purposes ofrevenue only, and not for the purposes of protection. On this question there
was much diversity ofopinion, and the motion was carried by a majority of one.

VIII.—The Murray Riyer Duties.
The Conference passed a resolution affirming the desirableness of abolishing the present system

of collecting Customs Duties on the Murray, and substituting the payment of lump sums, to be
arranged on an equitable basis by the Colonies more immediately concerned.

IX.—Coast Lights.
The subject of Coast Lights having been brought under the attention of the Conference, a Com-

mittee was appointed to consider whether it would be desirable to establish a General Board for the
Australasian Colonies, similar to the Trinity Board of London. The Committee reported that the
time had not yet arrived when an independent Board, possessing executive functions, could be
advantageously appointed in these Colonies; but it was recommended that the principal marine
officers of the several Colonies should meet in conference to consider the whole question of the coast
lights, and to report as to their efficiency and economical management; also, whether new lights were
required, and in what proportion the several Colonies should contribute to the general lighting-up of
the coast. The report of the Committee was adopted by the Conference, and several independent
motions on the subject of lighthouses, and the liability of the different Governments for their payment,
were then withdrawn, in .order that they might be referred to the proposed Nautical Committee.
The Conference further passed a resolution to the effect that the risk to life and property occasioned
by the existence of dangerous groups of islands, known as " The Snares," and the Auckland Islands,
southward of New Zealand, rendered the erection and maintenance of a lighthouse in thatvicinity
eminently desirable ; and that it be a recommendationto the Imperial Government, and to the several
Colonial Governments, to contribute to the expense of such light in proportion to the tonnage of the
shipping, inwards or outwards, in Great Britain, and in each colony, deriving benefit from the same.

X.—Australian "Wines.
In consequence of the treatywith France, which limits the alcoholic strength of wines admitted

into the United Kingdom at Is. per gallon duty to 26 degrees of proof spirit, virtually precluding the
exportation of the most suitable class of Australian wines, the Conference appointed a Committeeto
prepare a memorial to the Home Government on the subject. The Committee brought up areport,
praying that the strength of wines to be admitted at the shilling duty might be increased to 35
degrees ; and the memorial, having been discussed and considered, was adopted by the Conference.

XL—Eemedies against Absconding Debtors and Criminals.
These subjects having occupied the attention of the Conference, it was resolved that the Govern-

ment of South Australia be requested to undertake the preparation of a measure to remedy the defects
in the law regarding absconding debtors, and that the Government of Queensland be requested to
prepare a Bill on the subject of the extradition of criminals. The Conference undertook to use their
best endeavours to get such Bills passed into law, subject to their being approved by the Law Officers
of the several Colonies.

Xll.—Trust Funds.
The Conference adopted a memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, praying that Her

Majesty's Government would take the necessary steps to enable trustees in the United Kingdom to
invest trust funds in Colonial Government Securities.

Xlll.—Refuge for Distressed Seamen at Somerset.
It was decided by the Conference that the various Colonies should contribute to the maintenance

of Somerset inproportion to their tonnagepassing through Torres Straits, and that an application be
made to the Imperial Government to continue their present subscription to the said settlement,
Queensland undertaking to defray one-third of the total cost.
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XlV.—Diseases in Stock.
The Conference having taken into consideration the great danger to which Australian live stock

are exposedfrom the importation of animals from countries in which infectious diseasesprevail, it was
resolved that it is expedient to prohibit, for the period of two years, the landing of cattle, sheep, and
pigs from any places beyond the limits of the Australasian Colonies, and that such prohibition should
take effect from and after the publication of a notice in the London Times.

XV.—The Fiji Islands.
The question ofHer Majesty's Government assuming the Protectorate of the Fiji Islands was dis

cussed, and it was resolved that the state of affairs in the Fijian Islands urgently demanded, in the
interest of the Australasian Colonies, and in that of the British Empire generally, the immediate atten-
tion of the Imperial authorities.

XVl.—Colonial Statistics.
With a view to facilitate comparison between the official statistics of the various Australasian

Colonies, it wasresolved by the Conference that it is expedient to have all such statistics framed, as far
as possible, upon a uniform system, and that the Governments of Victoria and New South Wales be
requested to prepare a plan and submit a draft thereof to the several Governments for consideration.

Several other questions were discussed by the Conference, on which no definite action was taken.
Henet Paekes, Colonial Secretary, ] N s ~ w ,
Saul Samuel, Vice-President of the Executive Council, j ew Sou n VVaies'
Julius Vogel, Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General, 7 -v- 7 AWilliam H. Eetnolds, Commissioner of Customs, > ew eaan -
A. H. Palmee, Colonial Secretary, | n , ,
J. Malbon Thompson, Secretary of Public Lands, j Queensland.

JHoh?THAbSSo?tSSS7' } *»*
Feedk. M. Innes, Colonial Treasurer, 7 m
J. M. Wilson, President of Legislative Council, 5 lasmama-J. G. Feancis, Chief Secretary, 1V t iEdwaed Langton, Treasurer, j lc ona"

Feed. P. Baelee, Colonial Secretary, Western Australia.
The Treasury, Sydney, 14th February, 1873.

MINUTES OF PEOCEEDINGS OF INTEECOLONIAL CONFEEENCE,
Held at Sydney, New South Wales, during the months of January and February, 1873.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Wednesday, 22nd January, 1873.
The under-mentioned gentlemen,Bepresentatives of the Colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia, Queensland, New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia, were present, viz.:—

Victoria : The Hon. J. G. Fbancis, Chief Secretary.
The Hon. Edwabd Langton, Treasurer.

New South Wales: The Hon. Henet Paekes, Colonial Secretary.
The Hon. Saul Samuel, Vice-President of the Executive Council.

South Australia: The Hon. Sir Henet Atees, K.C.M.G., ChiefSecretary.
The Hon. J. H. Baeeow, Treasurer.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmee, Colonial Secretary.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson, Secretary for Lands.

New Zealand : The Hon. W. H. Betnolds, Commissioner of Customs.
Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes, Treasurer.

The Hon. J. M. Wilson, President of the Legislative Council.
Western Australia: The Hon. F. P. Baelee, Colonial Secretary.

The Hon. Henry Parkes was unanimously elected to the Chair.
Mr. A. C. Budge, Clerk of the Executive Council, was appointed Secretary.
It was then resolved that the Conference should meet daily, at half-past 10 o'clock a.m.,

Saturday excepted.
Mr. Langton proposed, " That the proceedings of the Conference shall not be made public, except

with the sanction of the Conference."
Seconded by Mr. Wilson, and agreed to unanimously.
It was then resolved, that " The Secretary be required to prepare minutesof each day's proceed-

ings, which shall be read over and confirmed at the next sitting, prior to any other business being
entered,,upon."

The Conference decided upon the following order of business :—
(1.) The Mail Service between Englandand the Colonies.
(2.) The question of Intercolonial Free Trade.

The meeting then adjourned until the next day, at half-past 10o'clock.
Henet Paekes,

Chairman.
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At the Treasury, Sydney, Thursday, 23rd January, 1873.
Present:—

Victoria: The Hon. J. G-. Francis. Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer.
The Hon. EdwardLangton. The Hon. J. M. Thompson.

New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds.

South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers. Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. J. H. Barrow. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Western Australia : The Hon. F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at the appointed hour, the minutes of the proceedings of yesterday's

date were read by the Secretary, and confirmed.
Mr. Parkes then laid before the Conference—(l.) The Circular Despatch from Lord Kimberley,

Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 4th September, 1872, on the subject of a newpostal service
with the Australasian Colonies,on the termination of the present contract with the P. and O. Co.,
at the end of the year 1873; also—(2.) Correspondence respecting action of Government of.
Victoria relative to the newpostal service via Suez.

Mr. Samuel laid before the Conference the following papers:—(l.) Return of the specified and
actual days ofarrival and departure of the contract steamers of the P. and 0. Co., during the year
1872, showing the numberof days taken in the passage from and to London, via Suez andBrindisi
and via Suez and Southampton. (2.) Return of the arrival at and departure from Sydney of the
steamers which, during the year 187i, conveyed mails by way of New Zealand and California, and by
way of Fiji and California, with the number of days occupied in the transit of the mails to and from
London. (3.) Return of the number of letters, &c, despatched and received by the Peninsular and
Oriental Co.'s steamships, between Galle and Sydney, and the cost of conveyance. (4.) Return
showing the number of letters, &c, despatched and received by the steamships conveying maila
between Sydney and SanFrancisco, and the cost of conveyance. (5.) Returnof the number of letters,
&c, received from and despatched to the East Indies, China, &c, by the packets of the P. and O. Co.

Mr. Wilson then moved, " That Lord Kimberley's Despatch, abovereferred to, be considered as
read."

Seconded by Mr. Barlee, and agreed to.
Mr. Parkes briefly stated the substance of the correspondence between the Government of New

South Wales and the several Australian Colonies and New Zealand, bearing upon the present
Conference, and laid before the Conferencecopies of the same.

Mr. Parkes, as Chairman, then drew the attention of the Conference to the subject of the postal
service between England and the Colonies,—which was generally discussed; and during such
discussion, on the motion of Mr. Barrow, the Despatch from the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos,
dated 19th October, 1867, was read by the Secretary.

1. Mr. Wilson then handed in the following notice of motion, which was ordered to be printed,
viz.:—"That the Governments of Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Western Australia,
Tasmania, and New Zealand, accept the proposal of the Lords of the Treasury, for theestablishment and
maintenance of a four-weekly mail service between Point de Galle and a port or ports in Australia, on
the understanding that the cost of the branch services required to deliver the South Australian,
Tasmanian, Queensland,and New Zealand mails shall be considered as part of the cost of the whole
service, and on the further understanding that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost
of the whole service in proportion to the correspondence conveyed by Buch mailservice to and from
each Colony."

Mr. Samuel, during the said discussion, expressed his belief that the three postal lines,—viz.,
(1) From Galle to Sydney, via King George's Sound, Glenelg, and Melbourne; (2) From San
Francisco and Melbourne, via Honolulu, Fiji, and Sydney, to include New Zealand either by a branch,
line or otherwise; and (3) Singapore, Batavia, and Sydney, via Brisbane and other ports in
Queensland,—could be carried out at a cost very little exceeding that paid by the Colonies collectively
for the present line via Galle ; and in support ofhis statement submitted the approximate cost of each
service, which the Conference desired might beprinted.

The Council adjourned at twenty-fiveminutes past 1, until next day at the usual hour.
Henet Paekes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Friday, 24th January, 1873.
Present:—Victoria: jTheHon. J. G. Francis. New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel.

The Hon. E. Langton. The Hon. W. H. Reynold's.
New South Wales : The Hon. Saul Samuel. Tasmania : The Hon. F. M. Innes.
South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

The Hon. J. H. Barrow. Western Australia .- The Hon. F. P. Barlee.
Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer.

The Hon. J. M. Thompson.
The Conference having assembled at the hour appointed,—lt was proposed by the Hon. J. Gr.

Francis, and unanimously agreed to, " That in consequence of the Legislative Assembly of New
South. Wales having been in session for two days and nights consecutively, and the Chairman, Mr.
Parkes, having been engaged without intermission for that period, this Conference stands adjourned
until Monday next, at half-past 10 o'clock."

The Conference adjourned accordingly.
Heitey Paekes, Chairman.
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At the Treasury, Sydney, Monday, 27th January, 1873.
Present:—Victoria: The Hon. J. G. Francis. Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer.

The Hon. E. Langton. The Hon. J. M. Thompson.
New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel.

The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds.
South Australia: The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers. Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes.

The Hon. J. H. Barrow. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.
Western Australia: The Hon. F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having assembled at the appointed time, the minutes of the proceedings on the
23rd and 24th instants were read and confirmed.

The Chairman then addressed the Conference as follows :—" I desire to apologise for not having
been present at the meeting of the Conference on the24th instant, and to express my grateful sense
of the handsome manner in which the proceedings were adjourned in consideration of the cause of
my absence."

1. Mr. Innes gave the following notices ofmotion, viz.:—
(1.) " That in the event of separate contracts being entered into for the conveyance of

European and Australian Mails, it is expedient that a compact should be made between
the respective contracting Governments to adhere to the samerates of postage.

(2.) " That it is desirable that the statistics of the several Australian Colonies should be
framed on a uniform system ; and that with a view to this object, the Governments of
New South "Wales and Victoria be requested to devise a plan, andrefer a draft of the
same for approval or amendment to the Governments of the respective Colonies
interested; and the plan having been matured, the same to be observed in the prepara-
tion of the annual statistics of the Colonies."

2. Mr. Eeynolds gave notice of the following motion, viz.:—" The Representatives of New
Zealand will,on a future day, submit to the Conference the following scheme for erecting and main-
taining a Lighthouse on the ' Snares'—Bough estimated cost of lantern and apparatus for a revolving white light £

of the first order ... ... ... ... ... ... 5,000
Eough estimated cost of building ... ... ... ... ... 10,000

15,000
Eough estimated cost per annum of maintenance, including thepay of four

keepers ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 1,500
It would be necessary that the station should be visited four times a year, and the vessel perform-

ing the service could also visit the Auckland Islands, for the purpose of renewing the supply of
provisions at the depot, and examining the islands for possible castaways.

Estimated cost per annum of such visits and examinations ... ... £500
Contributions towards the cost of erection (say £15,000), and of maintenance and visiting (say

£2,000 per annum), to be made by the following Colonies in proportion to population, viz.:—
New South "Wales, Tasmania,
Queensland, South Australia, and
Victoria, | New Zealand."

Some discussion then took place, on the motion of Mr. Vogel, on the subject of the whole corre-
spondence respecting the postal service being laid before the Conference, when it was resolved that the
Secretary should arrange the same, and have it printed for the use of the Conference.

3. Mr. Langton then moved, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded,—" That a Committee, consisting of
Mr. Innes, Mr. Barlee, and Mr. Barrow, be appointed to consider what correspondence addressed to
the Conferenceshould be laid before the Conference." Unanimously agreed to.

4. Mr. "Wilson gave noticeof thefollowing addendum to his notice ofmotion on the 23rd instant:—
" That a representation be made to the Imperial Government that its proposed contribution of £40,000
towards the mail service will be found considerably to fall short of one-half the cost of the direct and
branch services between Point de Galle and the Australasian Colonies, and therefore that a reasonable
augmentation of the subsidy should be accorded."

5. Mr. Francis moved, and Mr. Vogel seconded,—" That in referring to the several Colonies
represented in any of the proceedings of the Conference, the names be placed in alphabetical order."
Agreed to unanimously.

6. Mr. Vogel gave the following notices of motion, viz:—
(1.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to grant a subsidy of £20,000

to the Californian Service, in addition to paying all charges upon the transmission of
mails to and from London and San Francisco.

(2.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to grant a subsidy of £4,000
to a Torres Straits Service, to be arranged for by New South "Wales and Queensland.

(3.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to increase the promised
subsidy to the line between Australia and Galle by £10,000, as in consequence of the
rise in coal and the cost of the branch services, the £40,000 proposed to be given will
not nearly cover a moiety of the necessary expenditure.

(4.) That subject to such arrangement being found feasible, the present San Francisco
Servicebe varied to a service similar to that agreed upon provisionally, between Mr.
Duffy, Mr. Vogel,and Mr. "Webb, except that " Sydney " be substitutedfor " Melbourne."

That the subsidy be £50,000, of which New Zealand pay £30,000 ; the balance to
be paid by the subsidy of £20,000 from the Imperial Government.

That the Colonies using the service pay to New Zealand the full amount of the
postagereceived by them for the mail matter they transmit by the service.
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(5.) That New South "Wales and Queensland arrange for a Torres Straits Service, New
South Wales to contribute £4,000. If the boats call at Port Darwin, South Australia
to contribute £2,000. The balance to be paid by Queensland, and Queensland to
receive all postages other than those of contributing Colonies on mail matter transmitted
by the service.

(6.) That a sum not exceeding £110,000 be paid for a service through, from Australia to
Galle.

(7.) That a sum not exceeding £6,000 be paid to New South Wales and Queensland for a
branch service to connect with the main line.

(8.) That a sum not exceeding £5,000 be paid to New Zealand for a branch service to
connectwith the main line.

(9.) That a sum not exceeding £2,500 be paid to Tasmania for a branch service to connect
with the main line.

(10.) That should the cost of the Galle Service exceed £110,000, Victoria pay the excess.
(11.) That the several sums stated, amounting in all to a sum of not exceeding £123,500, be

first reducedby the Imperial contribution of £40,000 or £50,000 as the case may be,—be contributedby the whole of the Colonies, in proportion to the number of the letters
despatched by them severally by the Galle Service.

(12.) That inasmuch as railway communicationbetween Sydney and Melbourne should be so
far completed by the middle of 1874 as to make the carriage of the mails by land
between Melbourne and Sydney quicker thanby sea, the terminus of the Galle route
shall for the first six months of 1874 be at Sydney, and that subsequently Melbourne
shall be the terminus.

(13.) That the Galle steamer shall call at Cockburn Sound (if arrangements can be made
to do so), and if by such calling the delay shall not exceed twenty-four hours.

(14.) That the steamers shall call off Glenelg, to receive and deliver mails.
(15.) That the Governments of the Colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, and South

Australia shall jointly arrange the Galle Contract in the terms described; that such
contracts shallbe on behalf of the Colonies collectively ; and that it may,at the optionof
the Colonies named, be made either by calling for tenders, or by private contract.

(16.) That the Colony of Victoria make all the payments hitherto described, and furnish,
each year, as soon after the Ist January as possible, statements of account to the various
Colonies concerned.

(17.) That mails be not carried to or from Colonies not contributing.
7. Mr. Langton then gave the following notices of motion, viz.:—" (1.) That unless otherwise

determinedby a majority of the Colonies, the rates of postage to the United Kingdom by any of the
services agreed to by this Conference, and by any service which any one of the contracting Colonies
may establish, shall be the same as at present by the Southampton route. The extra charge for mails
via Brindisi to remain as at present. (2.) That inasmuch as the railway from Melbourne to Albury
will be completed during the current year, and as mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and
Sydney in thirty-four hours, or twenty-two hours less than the average time occupied by the P. and O.
Company's steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South Wales and Queensland mails one day
earlier than at present, the terminus of the Galle Service shall be at Melbourne."

8. Mr. Samuel gave notice of the following amendment on the motion to be proposed by
Mr. Wilson, viz.:—" That, in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable that the three postal
services via Galle, San Francisco, and Torres Straits should be maintained by the Australian
Colonies and New Zealand, by contributions from the several Colonies proportioned to the advantages
which the three lines shallbe considered to confer on the said Colonies."

Mr. Wilson brought forward the motion standing in his name, together with the addendum of
which notice had justbeen givenby him, when, after having been discussed by the members of the
Conference generally, it was moved by Sir Henry Ayers and agreed to, " That the Conference adjourn
until a quarter to 2 o'clock."

The Conference adjourned accordingly at 1 o'clock. On resuming, all the members being
present,—

9. Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following motions, viz. :—" (1.) That the Highway or Ocean
lights situated in Banks' and Bass's Straits, namely, King's Island, Kent Group, Swan Island, and
Goose Island, have, since 1864, been exclusively maintained by the Colonies of Victoria, New South
Wales, and Tasmania, under a compact entered into between those Colonies, which included the light-
houses on Wilson's Promontory and Gabo Island. (2.) That the first four-named lights, though
erected on Tasmanian territory, and practically isolated beacons, provided for the safety and protection
of Australasian commerce. (3.) That it is reasonable and just that South Australia should fulfil
its equitable obligation, by also contributing to the maintenance of the Ocean Lights in proportion
to the advantages derivedby its shipping, basedupon the principles agreed to by the Conference held
in Melbournein 1864."

10. Mr. Barlee also gave notice of the following motion:—" That this Conference is willing to
substitute the Port of Cockburn Sound as a port of call for mail steamers at West Australia, in lieu
of King George's Sound, provided such arrangements are made by the Government of Western
Australia as may obviate delay, or any difficulties of a serious nature."

Mr. Wilson, by leave of the Conference, postponed the further consideration of his motion for the
present; and Mr. Vogel having brought forward the first resolution standing in his name, Mr. Samuel
submitted the following as an amendment:—" That, in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable
that the three postal services via Galle, San Francisco, and Torres Straits should be maintained by
the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, by contributions from the several Colonies proportioned to
the advantages which the three lines shall be considered to confer on the said Colonies."

After discussion, the further considerationwas adjourned till a future day.
It was resolved, that the Conference adjourn until Wednesday next, at half-past 10 o'clock, when
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the motion in Mr. Langton's name, given by him to-day, on the subject of the terminus of the mail
service via Galle, be brought forward for discussion.

The Conference adjourned accordingly at half-past 4 o'clock.
Henry Paekks,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Wednesday, 29th January, 1873.

DF
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(2.) " That Gabo Island Lighthouse shall be maintained conjointly by Victoria and New
South Wales, each Colony paying one moiety of the coat of same.

(3.) " That the contributions,calculated on the basis stated in paragraphs 1 and 2, shall be
payable half-yearly by each Colony for a period of five years, commencing from Ist
January, 1873."

2.
(1.) "That this Conference, having had under consideration Lord Kimberley's Circular Des-

patch of the 19thApril, 1872, resolve to adopt a joint Memorial to the Queen, praying
that Her Majesty will direct such measures to be taken as will enable the ltoyal Assent
to be given to the Intercolonial Reciprocity Acts of theLegislatures of Tasmania, South
Australia, and New Zealand, and that Her Majesty will direct such measures to be taken
as may be found necessary to give full effect to the wishes and requests of the Govern-
ments and Legislaturesof Her Majesty's Australasian Possessions iii thematter of Inter-
colonial Free Trade.

(2.) "That Mr. Parkcs, Mr. Vogel, and the Mover,be a Committee to prepare a draft ofsuch
jointmemorial for the consideration of the Conference."

2. Mr. Parkes gave notice of the following resolutions, viz.:—"That the Colonies of New
South Wales, Queensland, Bouth Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and West Australia, assembled by
their duly accredited representatives in Conference at Sydney, agree to accept the proposal of the
Imperial Government for the conveyanceof Her Majesty's mails between Ceylon and Australia, as
communicated to the Governments of the several Colonies by Lord Kimberley's Despatch transmitting
the letterof the Lords of the Treasury, dated 14th August, 1872, with the following conditions : —

(1.) " The mail ships of the main line shall proceed from Point de Galle to Sydney, calling at
Cockburn Sound, in Western Australia, at Glenelg (to receive and deliver mails) in
South Australia, and at the Port of Melbourne; and on each return voyage shall call at
the sameplaces.

(2.) " Branch services between Melbourne and Launceston, between Melbourne and a port
in New Zealand, and between Sydney and Queensland Ports, shall form part ofand be in
regular connectionwith the principal service.

(3.) " The several Colonies shall contribute to the subsidy required to establish this general
service, in addition to the yearly sum of £40,000 offered by Great Britain, the amount
set opposite the name of each hereunder, viz.:—

2—A. 3

(B.)

Lighthouse. ContributingColony.
On Tonnage of all Vessels cleared Outwards.

At For

King's Island ...4

Victoria

New South Wales

Tasmania ...

Port Phillip and Eastern Ports...
All ports of contributing Colony

Ditto

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,Mauritius, India, arid China.
South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,

Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnageto India
and China.

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,
Mauritius, and half tonnage to India and
China.

Melbourne and Eastern Ports, New South
Wales, Queensland,Launceston, New
Zealand.

South Australia ... Ditto

Victoria ...
New South Wales

\

Kent's Group ... Tasmania j

Ditto
Ditto

Hobart Town
Launceston

Tasmania, J Europe, iWest Coastof America.
Launceston.
Victoria.
Port Albert, New South Wales, Queensland,

and half tonnage to India and China.
New South Wales, Queensland,New Zealand,

South Sea Islands, West Coast of America.
South Australia ... All ports ofcontributing Colony

Victoria ... Ditto Hobart Town, Southern Ports of Tasmania,
J Europe, New Zealand, i West Coast of
America.

Nil.
Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia,

Africa, Mauritius, and one-quarter tonnage
to India and China.

Europe, New Zealand, West Coast of
America.

Nil.

New South Wales
Tasmania ... Nil

Hobart TownSwan Island and
Goose Island

Tasmania... Launceston

South Australia ... Nil

Victoria ... All ports ofcontributing Colony New South Wales, Queensland,Europe, Now
Zealand, West Coast of America, Tas-
mania, and half tonnage to India and
China.

Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia,
Africa, Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage
to India and China.

Port Phillip and Eastern Ports.
New South Wales, Queensland,New Zealand,

South Sea Islands, West Coast of America.

Wilson's Pro-
montory

New South Wales Ditto

Tasmania...
South Australia ... Hobart Town

All ports of contributing Colony
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New South "Wales and Victoria, equal amounts, namely, each ...
New Zealand
Queensland
South Australia ...
Tasmania
"Western Australia

(4.) " The principal service shall be performed within periods which shall insure the delivery
in London of the Sydney mails in days, and of the Melbourne mails in
days ; and the delivery of theEnglish mails in Melbourne in days, and in Sydney
in days.

(5.) " The Governments of New South Wales and Victoria are requested to act jointly on
behalf of the other Colonies in calling for tenders and making the mail contract, as pro-
posed by the Lords of the Treasury, governed by the terms of this resolution: and if
either of the said Governments decline to act, then the other Government is hereby
authorized to do all things necessary within the same limits to establish the new
service."

Mr. Parkes drew the attention of the Conference to the business to be brought forward after the
subjects of postal service and intercolonial free trade have been disposed of, when it was unanimously
resolved as follows :—That the order of business be : Telegraphs, Disease in Stock, Coast Lights, the
Investment ofTrust Funds and Securities, and Border Customs.

3. Mr. Langton then moved the following resolution:—" That inasmuch as the railway from
Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year, and as mails can then be conveyed
between Melbourne and Sydney in thirty-four hours, or twenty-two hours less than the average time
occupied by the P. and O. Company's steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South AVales and
Queensland Mails one day earlier than at present,—the terminus of the Galle line should be at
Melbourne."

The motion having been discussed, Mr. Parkes moved, That all the words after the word
" That," at the commencement of Mr. Langton's motion, be omitted, with a view to the insertion
of tin1 following words :—the Colonies of New South "Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and "West Australia, assembled by their duby accredited representatives
in Conference at Sydney, agree to accept the proposal of the Imperial Government for the conveyance
of Her Majesty's mails between Ceylon and Australia, as communicated to the Governments of the
several Colonies, by Lord Kimberley's Despatch transmitting the letter of the Lords of the Treasury,
dated 14th August, 1872, with the following conditions :—

(1.) " The mail ships of the main line shall proceed from Point de Galle to Sydney, calling at
Cockburn Sound, in Western Australia, at Glenelg (to receive and deliver mails) in
South Australia,and at the Port of Melbourne ; and on each return voyage shall call at
the same places.

(2.) " Branch services between Melbourne and Launceston, between Melbourne and a port
in New Zealand, and between Sydney and Queensland ports, shall form part of andbe in
regular connection with the principal service.

(3.) " The several Colonies shall contribute to the subsidy required to establish this general
service, in addition to the yearly sum of £40,000 offered by Great Britain, the amount
set opposite the name of each hereunder, viz.:—

New South Wales and Victoria,equal amounts, namely, each
New Zealand
Queensland]
South Australia ...
Tasmania
Western Australia

(4.) " The principal service shall be performed within periods which shall insure the delivery
in London of the Sydney mails in days, and of the Melbourne mails in
days ; and the delivery of the English mails in Melbourne in days, and in Sydney
in days.

(5.) " The Governments of New South Wales and Victoria are requested to act jointly on
behalf of the other Colonies in calling for tenders and making the mail contract, as pro-
posed by the Lords of the Treasunr, governed by the terms of this resolution; and if
either of the said Governments decline to act, then the other Government is hereby
authorized to do all things necessary within the same limits to establish the new
service."

The Chairman then put the following motion, " That the words proposed to be omitted stand part
of the question," when, on division, it was decided in the affirmative.

Ayes, 9. Noes, 4.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Vogel, Mr. Samuel, and
Mr. Eeynolds, The Chairman.
Mr. Innes,
Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Barlee,
Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Barrow.
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Mr. Langton's motion was then put and carried, the division being the same as before.
4. Mr. Barlee then moved, " That this Conference is willing to substitute the Port of Cockburn

Sound as a port of call for mail steamers at Western Australia, in lieu of King George's Sound, pro-
vided such arrangements are made by the Government of AVestern Australia as may obviate delay or
any material increase in the cost of the service."

And the same having been put from the chair, was unanimously agreed to.
Mr. Barlee then requested the permission of the Conference to his making a confidential com-

munication to the Government of Western Australia on the subject of the said resolution, affecting
as it does that Colony, when it was proposed by Mr. Francis, seconded by Mr. Innes, and unanimously
agreed to, that the permission be accorded.

5. Mr. Vogel proposed the following notice of motion, viz. :—" That the steamers shall call oft'
Grlenelg to receive and deliver mails ; " which having been amended by the insertion of the words
" in South Australia " after the word " Glenelg," was agreed to.

6. Mr. Langton then moved the following resolution :—': That unless otherwise determinedby the
Governments of a majority of the Colonies represented at this Conference, the rates of postage to the
United Kingdom by any of the services agreed to by the Conference, and by any service which any
one of the said Colonies may establish,shall be the same as at present by the Southampton route. The
extra charge for mails via Brindisi to remain as at present."

Which was unanimously agreed to.
7. Mr. Vogel gave notice of the following motion, viz. :—" (1.) That since a unanimous decision

concerning the Galle Service cannot be arrived at, the undersigned representatives of the Colonies
of , and which Colonies contain out ofa total populationfor the whole of the Austral-
asian Colonies of , urge upon the Imperial Government to leave the Colony of Victoria to
arrange for the Galle Service to Melbourne on the following conditions:—That from the total cost of
the service between Galle and Australia, including the cost of the necessary branch services to connect
with the Colonies in Australia at which the mail steamer does not call, and with New Zealand and
Tasmania, the Imperial subsidy be first deducted, and the balance be paid by the whole of the
Australasian Colonies in the proportion of the letters they severally despatch by the route. (2.) A
maximum sum to be named for each branch service, and the Colonies respectively interested to make
each its own arrangements for its own branch service."

The Conference then adjourned shortly after 1 o'clock, until a quarter to 2 o'clock.

The Conference having resumed, Mr. Vogel proposed the first motion, of which notice had been
given by him to-day, when, after discussion, Mr. Palmer moved, " That all the words after the word
' That,' in the first line, be omitted, down to and including the words 'on the following conditions;' "
and the motion having been put by the Chairman, " That the words proposed to be omittedstand part
of the question," it was resolved in the affirmative, as follows, viz.:—

Ayes, 9. Noes, 4.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Vogel, Mr. Thompson, and
Mr. Eeynolds, Mr. Parkes.
Mr. innes,
Mr. Wilson,
Sir H. Ayers,
Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Barlee.

The Conference adjourned at twenty-five minutes past 3 o'clock, until the next day at half-past
10 o'clock.

Henry Pakkes,
Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Thursday, 30th January, 1873.
Present: —

New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes.I South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Avers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. 11. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria : The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having assembled at the usual hour, the minutes of the proceedings on the 29th
instant wTere read and confirmed.

Mr Parkes then stated that, in consequence of his presence at the Legislative Assembly on the
preceding night, and his inability to confer with his colleague (Mr. Samuel) on the decision arrived at
by the Conference on the subject of the terminus of the mail service via Galle, that the further
■consideration of the subject be postponed until such time as he could confer with his said colleague.
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After some discussion, it was moved by Sir Henry Ayers, seconded by Mr. Wilson, and carrie d,
—" That the further consideration of the mail service question be postponed until the nextsitting day."

Mr. Barrow then gave notice of the following motion, to be considered when the question of light-
houses is under consideration:—" That in order to perfect the lighting-up of the South Australian and
Victorian coasts, the following additional lights are required, viz. :—

(I.) A light on Penguin Island, Eivoli Bay, about midway between Cape Jaffa and Cape
Northumberland. *

(2.) A light on Cape Bridgewater.
(3.) A light on Earn Head, about thirty-fivemiles west of Cape Howe."

The Conference then adjourned at half-past 11 o'clock, until next day at the usual hour.
Henet Pakkes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Friday, 31st January, 1873.
Present:—

New South Wales: The Hon. Henry Parkes. South Australia: The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania : The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland : The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria: The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. P. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at the usual hour, the minutes of the proceedings of the 30th instant,

were read and confirmed.
1. Mr. Vogel then moved, " That the consideration of the following motion, notice of which had

been given by him on Wednesday last, bo postponed:—(1.) That since a unanimous decision con-
cerning the Galle Service cannot be arrived at, the undersigned representatives of the Colonies of

and which Coloniescontain, out of a total population for the whole of the Austral-
asian Coloniesof, urge upon the Imperial Government to leave the Colony of Victoria to
arrangefor the Galle Service to Melbourne, on the followingconditions:—That from the total cost of
the service between Galle and Australia, including the cost of the necessary branch services to connect
■with the Colonies in Australia at which the mail steamer does not call, and with New Zealand and
Tasmania, the Imperial subsidy be first deducted, and the balance be paid by the whole of the Austral-
asian Colonies, in the proportion of the letters they severallydespatch by the route. (2.) A maximum
sum to be namedfor each branch service,and the Colonies respectively interested to make each its own
arrangementsfor its own branch service."

2. Mr. Wilson then, pursuant to notice, moved asfollows:—"That the Governments of Victoria,
New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Western Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, be
advised to accept the proposal of the Lords of the Treasury, for the establishmentand maintenance of
a four-weekly mail service between Point de Galle and a port or ports in Australia, on the under-
standing that the cost of the branch services required to deliver the Queensland, Tasmanian, and New
Zealandmails shall be considered as part of the cost of the whole service ; and on the further under-
standing that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole service in proportion
to the correspondence conveyed by such mail service to and from each Colony.

When, after discussion, it was amended, as follows:—"That subject to conditions which have
been or may be determinedby this Conference, the Governments of New South Wales, New Zealand.
Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and West Australia, be advised to accept the
proposal of the Lords of the Treasury, for the establishment and maintenance of a four-weekly mail
service between Point de Galle and a port or ports in Australia, on the understanding that the cost of
the branch services shall be considered as part of the cost of the whole service ; and on the further
understandingthat the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole service in pro-
portion to the correspondence conveyed by such mail service from each Colony."

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes.
Mr. Vogd,
Mr. Eeynolds,
Mr. Innes,
Mr. Wilson,
Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Barlee.

3. Mr. Wilson then, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrewthe addendum moved by
him to the motion before referred to, viz.:—" That a representation be made to the Imperial
Government that its proposed contribution of £40,000 towards the mail service will be found consider-
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ably to fall short of one-half the cost of the direct and branch services between Point de Galle and
the Australasian Colonies, and therefore that a reasonable augmentation of the subsidy should be
accorded."

4. Mr. Innes also, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the following notice standing
in his name:—"That in the event of separate contracts being entered into for the conveyance of
European and Australian mails, it is expedient that a compact should be made between the respective
contracting Governments to adhere to the same rate of postage."

5. Mr. Wilson then proposed, and Mr. Eeynolds seconded, thefollowing motion :—" That should
the representatives of New South Wales, during the continuation of this Conference, concur in the
action of the Conference in regard to the Gralle Service, the arrangements be left to the Governments
of New South Wales, Scjuth Australia, and Victoria; but that otherwise the necessary steps for
enteringinto a contract be undertaken by Victoria."

The said motion having been put from the Chair, was carried, on the following division :—
Ayes. Noes.

Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes.
Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Innes,
Mr. Wilson,
Sir Henry Avers,
Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Barlee.

6. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following motion, to be made on a future day:—"That the
Governments of the Colonies interested in branch services make the necessary arrangements for their
respective services with the Government or Governments of the Colony or Colonies in charge of the
contract for the mail service from Galle."

7. Mr. Innes gavenotice of the following motion :—" That the Conference take into consideration
the question of existing means for the transmission, overland, of the New South Wales and Queensland
portion of the mails, with a view to the adoption of such temporary arrangements as will meet the
requirements of these Colonies, pending the completion of railway communication suitable for the
transmission of mails from Melbourne to Sydney."

8. Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following motion :—" That this Conference movethe Imperial
Government to pay all charges upon the transmissionof mails to and from London and San Francisco
(retaining on account thereofall the postages collected in Great Britain), and to contribute the sum
of £20,000 per annum towards a single service between San Francisco, New Zealand, and Sydney;,
such service to be agreed upon between the Governments ofNew Zealand and New South Wales."

9. Mr. Langton gave notice of the following motion:—" That, in the opinion of this Conference,
the Imperial Government should be moved to contribute the sum of £5,000 per annum towardsa
service from Singapore to Queensland and New South Wales ; such service to be arranged for by the
Governments of Queensland and New South Wales,—South Australia undertaking to contribute the
sum of £2,000 per annum if the mail steamers call at Port Darwin."

10. Mr. Vogel gave notice of the following motion:—" That these resolutions be telegraphed to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a statement showing what Colonies have voted for and
against eachresolution ; and that the Secretary of State be requested to telegraph to the Conference
the views of Her Majesty's Government upon the resolutions."

11. Mr. Francis gave notice of the following motion :—" The Conference is of opinion that, should
there be more than one Califoruian Service, the Imperial subsidy should not be paid as long as the
double service continues."

On the motion of Sir Henry Ayers, it was resolved, " That the Conference adjourn until Monday
next, at 10 o'clock."

The Conference adjourned accordingly, at twenty-five minutes to 1 o'clock, until Monday, at
10 a.m.

Henet Paekes,
Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Monday, 3rd February, 1873.
Present :

New South Wales: The Hon. Henry Parkes, South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers,
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand ■. The Hon. Julius Vogel, Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes,
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer, Victoria : The Hon. J. G. Francis,
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia: The Hon. ~F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at 10o'clock a.m., the minutes of the proceedings on the 31st ultimo

were read and confirmed.
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1. Mr. Parkes laidbefore the Conference the following telegram, dated 2Sth January, 6.40, from
the Earl of Kimberley to Sir H. Robinson, Sydney :—" Inform Conference that, as there appears to be
some apprehension in this country, it is to be understood that the Treasury does not exclude from
their consideration any second mail service recommended by the Australian Colonies, in pursuance of
letter of 14th August, provided it is alternative with the other, although they hold themselves free to
decline any such second service."

2. Mr. Vogel gavenotice of the following motion:—" That an address to the Secretary of State,
in the following terms, be adopted, when the subject of the investment of trust funds conies before the
Conference for consideration :—

" The Representatives of the various Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire
urgently to impress upon the Eight Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very unnecessary
disadvantages to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through English trustees not
being at liberty to invest trust funds in Colonial securities and Colonial lands.

"When trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain
securities, their discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may
invest in securities guaranteed by Parliament, in securities authorized by general order of the Court
of Chancery, in parliamentary stocks, in public funds, or Government securities. They are also
allowed to invest in Indian unguaranteed stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest iv
railway securities.

" It is submittedby the Conference, that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which
trustees would be equally at liberty to invest in Colonial securities and lands. There donot appear
to be any reasons against this course, except such as might be urged by those who desire or anticipate
the disintegration of the Empire. As the assurance has been more than once lately given, that Her
Majesty's Government—in accordance with the undoubted feelings of the vast majority of Her
Majesty's subjects—do not entertain opinions favourable to the severance of the Colonies from the
Mother Country, there seems no reason why the securities of the Colonies should not be placed
upon as favourable a footing as the unguaranteed securities of India.

There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, and on whose behalf trusts are
held, who desire that the trust funds in which they are interested should be invested within the Colony
in which the}' reside. The trust deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the trustees, in the absence
of the suggested legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on
behalf of whomthey act.

" The enormous accumulations of trust moneys would make the measure now suggested one of
great convenience lo a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

"The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect
to this representation."

3. Mr. Palmer moved the followingresolution, which having been seconded by Mr. Thompson, was
agreed to, viz.:—''That the Governments of the Colonies interested in branch services make the
necessary arrangements for their respective services with the Government or Governments of the
"Colony or Colonies in charge of the contract for the mail service from Galle."

4. Mr. Vogel proposed, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following resolution:—" That the
Colony of Victoria make all the payments for the main and branch Galle Services. That it furnish to
the Colonies separately, quarterly estimatesof the amounts to be contributed, and that, provided the
computations are approved, remittances be at once made. That as soon after the Ist January as
possible, every year, final accounts be rendered and final adjustments made."

And the same having been put by the Chairman, wasresolved in the affirmative, on the following
"division, viz.:—

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. i'rancis, . Mr. Samuel, and
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes.
Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Innes,
Mr. Wilson,
Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Barlee.

5. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following motion, viz. :—
(1.) "That it is desirable that a mail service, alternating with Ihe four-weekly service via

Galle, be established through Torres Straits to Singapore, taking as a basis the condi-
tional agreement entered into between the Colonial Secretary of Queensland and Mr.
Prazer.

(2.). " That the terminus of such line in the Australian Colonies be at the port of
(3.) "That the contributions of the various Colonies towards such service be in the following

proportions, viz. :—
New South Wales, South Australia,
New Zealand, Tasmania, and
Queensland, one-half, Victoria."

6. Mr. Innes gave notice of the following motion, in lieu of the notice of motion given by him on
Friday, January 31, viz :—
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(1.) " That the Conferencehaving taken into farther consideration the following resolution,

adopted on the motion of Mr. Langton, on the 27th ultimo, viz. :—'That inasmuch as the
railway from Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year,and as
mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in thirty-four hours, or
twenty-two hours less than the average time occupied by the P. and 0. Company's
steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South Wales and Queensland mails one day
earlier than at present,—the terminus of the Galle Service shall be at Melbourne,'—are
of opinion that the provision therein contemplated for the transmission of the New South
AVales and Queensland mails from Melbourne to Sydney is not satisfactory.

(2.) ''That pending t!io establishment of a second mail service between Europe and New
South Wales, in any new contract which may be entered into for the service from Galle,
it be provided that the mailsfor New South Wales and Queensland should continue to
be delivered in Sydney, subject to the condition of New South Wales engaging to bear
any excess ofcost which may arise from the mails being conveyed beyond Melbourne by
the mail steamer.

(3.) "That with a view to the disposal of these resolutions, the Government of New South
Wales be requested to lay official reports before the Conference on the existing facilities
for the conveyance of mails from Albury to Sydney."

7. Mr. Wilson then moved a resolutionof which notice hadbeen given by him on the 31st ultimo,
as follows (which having been amended, after much discussion, was unanimously agreed to) :—

Original motion—" That this Conference movethe Imperial Government to pay all charges upon
the transmission of mails to and from London and San Francisco (retaining on account thereof all
the postages collected in Great Britain), and to contribute the sum of £20,000 per annum towards a
single service between San Francisco, New Zealand, and Sydney; such service to be agreed upon
between the Government ofNew Zealand and New South Wales."

Amended motion—" That this Conference move the Imperial Government to pay all charges
upon the transmission ofmails to and from London and San Francisco (retaining on account thereof
all the postages collected in Great Britain), and to contribute the sum of £20,000 per annum towards
a San Francisco Service, to be agreed upon between the Governments of New Zealand and New South
Wales."

8. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following motion :—" That in view of the serious inconvenience
which would arise to the whole of the Australian Colonies in the event of interruption to telegraphic
communication with Europe, it is desirable that a cable should be constructed between Java or
Timor and the terminus of the Queensland telegraph lines at Norman Mouth. That this Conference,
or the members of it who agree to these resolutions, recommend their various Governments to obtain
Parliamentary sanction to a guarantee of 5 per cent, on the cost of construction of such cable.
Recommendations contained in the letterof the Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs, herewith
annexed, to be taken as abasis in any agreement with a Cable Construction Company. The Govern-
ment of Queensland to enter into the necessary arrangements, and receive and pay all claims under
such agreement, either with the Construction Company or the subscribing Colonies."

The Superintendent of Electric Teleobapiis, Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary,
Queensland.

Electric Telegraph Department,
Sir,— Superintendent's Office, Brisbane, 9th December, 1872.

I have the honor to return, with Schedule annexed, the several offers lately received from
England to lay a cablefrom East Javato the terminus of the Queensland lines at Carpentaria.

I am informed that the British-Australian Company's Directors have declined to connect their
cable with the lines of this Colony, althoughpledged to do so. Under these circumstances, I would
strongly recommend, as most suitable for the general interests of Australia, that the promoters of the
Indo-Australian Company's offer beaccepted, subject however to the following modifications,namely—
that the cable, in lieu of beiug taken to Java, as at first proposed, should be carried north of Timor to
a point on the southern coast of Celebes near Macassar, a distance of 1,550 nautical miles, thence to
the south-west coast of Borneo, 700 miles; total length of cable, 2,250 miles,—for which Queensland
and New South Wales should jointly guarantee5 per cent, on the cost ofconstruction.

A cable from thence to Singapore, 350 miles, to be provided for by the Company without a
colonial guarantee. If this route is followed, the land lines in Sumatra and Java will be avoided, the
important islands of Borneo and Celebes placed in circuit, ar.d on completion of the Calcutta and
Singapore Company's line, which will be at once commenced, independent communication with the
United Kingdom, via the Indo-European and Submarine Companies' lines, will be secured.

In the event of this proposal being favourably considered, the Imperial authorities should be
requested to take soundings between Celebes and Carpentaria without delay; and much time and
trouble might be saved by sending a competent person to London, with full power from the Queens-
land and New South Wales Governments to enter into necessary arrangements for manufacturing,
submerging, and working the cables.

I have, &c,
W. J. Cracknell,

Supt., Electric Telegraphs.
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Electric Telegraph Department, W. J. Cbacknell,
Superintendent's Office, Superintendentof Electric Telegraphs.

Brisbane, 9th December, 1872.
" That the Imperial Government be requested to assist the Governments of the Australian

Colonies in the construction of such cable—
" Ist. By causing soundings to be takenby Her Majesty's ships in the seas through which the

cable must pass.
" 2nd. By such aid, pecuniarily or otherwise, as they may think fit."

9. Mr. Vogel then moved, and Mr. .Reynolds seconded,—" That a communication from the repre-
sentatives of New Zealand, dated 30th January, 1873, on the subject of the Californian Mail Service,
addressed to the Colonial Secretaryof New South Wales, should be entered upon therecords of the
proceedings of the Conference." Agreed to.

(Por letter, see separatepapers.)
10. Mr. Barlee gave notice of the following motion :—

(1.) " That as it is undesirable for the several Colonies of Australia to depend on a single
line of telegraphic communication with Europe, this Conference recommends the con-
struction of a second cable, either from Galle to Western Australia via the Cocoa or
Keeling Islands,or from Java to Western Australia.

(2.) "Thatsuch cable be landed at the Port of Geraldton, in Western Australia, in latitude
28° 47", from whence telegraphic communication exists overland to the Port of King
George's Sound in the same Colony, in latitude35° o''.

(3.) " That from thence communicationbe conveyed either by land-line to South Australia, or
by cable to such point in Australia as may, in the opinion of this Conference, be most
conducive to the general interests of the several Colonies.

(4.) " That the adoption of these resolutions possesses the greatadvantage of placing all the
Australian Colonies, New Zealand, and Tasmania in immediate communication—a mani-
fest commercial advantage to be gainedby no other route.

(5.) "That the cost of this service willbest be met by Parliamentary sanction being obtained
to a guaranteenot exceeding 5 per cent, on the cost of construction to and from the
ports of arrival and departure in Western Australia."

11. Mr. Wilson then moved as follows :—
(1.) " That this Conference, having had under consideration Lord Kimberley's Circular

Despatch of the 19thApril, 1872,resolve to adopt a joint memorial to the Queen, praying
that Her Majesty will direct such measures to be takenas will enable the Koval Assent
to be given to the Intercolonial Eeciprocity Acts of the Legislatures of Tasmania, South
Australia, and New Zealand, and that Her Majesty will direct such measuresto be taken
as may be found necessary to give full effect to the wishes and requests of the Govern-
ments and Legislatures of Her Majesty's Australasian possessions in the matter of
Intercolonial free trade.

(2.) " That the Hon. H. Parkes, the Hon. J. Vogel, and the Mover, be a Committee to prepare
a draft of such joint memorialfor the considerationof the Conference."

Which, having been amended as follows, was agreed to:—" That this Conference having had under
consideration Lord Kimberley's Circular Despatch (if 19th April, 1872, resolved to adopt
a joint memorial to the Queen, praying that Her Majesty will direct such measures to be
taken as may be found necessary to give full effect to the wishes and requests of the

Schedule.
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Governments and Legislatures of Her Majesty's Australasian possessions, in the matter
of Intercolonial commercial reciprocity. That Mr. Parkes, Mr. Vogel, and the Mover,
bo a Committee to prepare a draft of such joint memorial, for the consideration of the
Conference at its meeting on a future day."

The Conference adjourned at 4 o'clock, until next day at 10o'clock a.m.
Henet Parkes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Tuesday, 4th February, 1873.
Present:—

New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayera.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania : The Hon. ~E. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria: The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. I\ P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at 10 o'clock, tho minutes of the proceedings of yesterday's date were

read and confirmed.
1. Mr. Barrow then gave notice of the following motion :■—" That he will, on an earlyday, call the

attention of the Conference, or the representatives of those Colonies more immediately interested
therein, to the unsatisfactory nature of the existing arrangements for the collection of Customs Duties
on the Eiver Murray, and will move that it is desirable to terminate as soon as possible the present
system of the collection of duties, and to substitute instead the payment of lump sums in lieu of duties,
to be arranged by the Coloniesconcerned on an equitable basis, calculatedupon past actual collections."

2. Mr. Palmer gavenotice of the followingmotion:—" That the present state of the law in regard
to the Extradition of Criminals escaping from one Colony into another is defective. That in lieu of
the present system, an Act should be passed in each Colony, enabling a criminal warrant duly issued
in one Colony to be executedin another, on the indorsement of a Judge or Magistrate. That such
Act should provide (with such safeguards as may be deemed necessary) that the contents of any
such warrant issued in one Colony may be transmitted by telegraph to another Colony, and thata
certified transcript of the message shall have the same effect as an original warrant. That the Act
referred to should, as nearly as possible, be alike in each Colony.

3. Mr. Palmer moved aresolution, in accordance with notice given by him on the preceding day,
on the subject of the establishment ofa Mail Service through Torres Straits to Singapore, when, after
discussion, it was moved by Mr. Palmer, and seconded by Mr. Thompson, that the following motion be
substituted for the original one, which was agreed to unanimously, andcarried:—" That Queensland
negotiate for a service between Singapore, Brisbane, and Sydney,at a cost not exceeding £25,000
per annum. The cost to be divided between all the Colonies in proportion to the number of letters
they despatch by this route. The Imperial Government to be asked to contribute £5,000 per annum
towardsthe subsidy."

4. Mr. Barrow proposed, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the followingresolution:—" That the minutes
of proceedings of the Conference be printed, confidentially, for the use of the members only, and that
each day's proceedings be printed after being confirmed by the Conference," which was unanimously
agreed to.

Mr. Vogel, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the notices of motion given by him
on Monday, 27th ultimo.

Mr. Samuel,with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the notice of motion given by him
on Monday, 27th ultimo.

Mr. Langton, with the concurrenceof the Conference, withdrew the notice of motion given by
him on 31st ultimo.

Mr. Francis also, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the notice of motion given
by him on 31st ultimo.

5. Mr. Vogel then gave notice of the followingmotion:—" The Eepresentatives of the Colonies of
desire to express their sense of the untiring energy andperseverance displayed by the Colony of South
Australia in connection with the establishment of through telegraph communication between the
Australasian Colonies and Great Britain.

" That the arguments which may be used in favour of the Governments of a country and its
dependencies taking charge of the land telegraph lines apply with greater force to their taking charge
of the lines of telegraph cablewhich connect them.

" That if the means of telegraph communicationbetween Great Britain and the Colonies were in
the hands of the joint Governments, the rates of charge for the use of the line might be materially
reduced, since the interest required by the shareholders of the various Companies interestedis much
larger than that which would have to be paid on borrowedmoney.

" That Great Britain, by the use of her navy, has great facilities for maintaining the cables in a
condition ofefficiency.

" That for these and other reasons of a self-evident character, the Conference urge on Great
Britain to join with India and the Colonies in acquiring or constructing a through line of telegraph
communication between Great Britain, India, and theAustralasian Colonies.

" That the money necessary for the purpose be borrowed by Great Britain, and that the yearly
interest, together with the annual cost of maintenance, and, if necessary, an annual sum for renewal,

3—A. 3.
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be divided between Great Britain, the various Indian Possessions, and the Australasian Colonies, in
theproportion of the mileage of the messages despatched from each contributing country—each con-
tributing country to keep its own receipts.

" That in acquiring the through line, a distinction be made between the ordinary land lines in
the Australian Colonies and those parts of the land lines constructed or principally required for
through use. That the ordinary land rates be charged on the ordinary land lines ; but that the land
lines for through use should be acquired.

" That South Australia should be fully reimbursed the expense she has incurred in establishing
the through line,and that an alternative line by way of Queensland should be constructed. That the
cable connecting with Tasmania, and one connecting with New Zealand, should be acquired or
constructed.

" That in anticipation or in default ofeffect being given to the foregoing resolutions, the Colonies
shall, in joint association, acquire so much of the land lines of Australia as may be considered to belong
to the through route,—shall construct or acquire an alternative line by way of Queensland, the cable
connecting with Tasmania, and a cable connecting with New Zealand. That the necessary money be
borrowed on their joint security, and that the annual interest and maintenance be charged to the
Colonies, in proportion to their several receipts, for the use of the lines belonging to the associated
Colonies, each Colony to retain its own receipts."

6. Mr. Innes moved, and Mr. Palmer seconded, as follows:—" (1.) That the Conference having
taken into further consideration the following resolution, adopted, on the motion of Mr. Langton, on
the 27th ultimo, viz.,—' That inasmuch as the railway from Melbourne to Albury will be completed
during the current year, and as mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in thirty-
four hours, or twenty-two hours less than the average time occupied by the P. and O. Company's
steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South Wales and Queensland mails one day earlier than
at present, the terminus of the Gralle Service shall be at Melbourne,'—is of opinion that the provision
therein contemplated for the transmission of the New South "Wales and Queensland mails from
Melbourne to Sydney is not satisfactory." Which, after having been fully discussed, was put from
the chair, and negatived, on the following division:—

Ayes. Woes.
Mr. Innes, Mr. Francis,
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Langton,
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Samuel, and Mr. Eeynolds,
Mr. Parkes. Sir Henry Ayers,

Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Barlee.

Mr. Wilson declined to rote.
7. Mr. Parkes then handed in a protest for himself and his colleague against the grounds on which

the Conference had arrived at the above decision, also a memorandum signed by Mr. Samuel and him-
self, which he requested might be printed. The Conference agreed to the samebeing entered upon
the minutes.

Protest by Representatives of New South Wales.
We, the undersigned Representatives of the Government of New South Wales, duly accredited to

this Conference, having in our places protested against the resolution adopted by a majority on the
27th January, now desire to record our protest against the grounds on which the Conference has
decidedthat the terminus of the mail service via the Red Sea andPoint de Gralle shall be at Melbourne.

(1.) Because the Galle Service is the premier Australian service, and the only service supported
by the Imperial Government in the interest of all the Colonies, and ought therefore to bearranged and
contracted for in view of securing its postal advantages to all equally, irrespective of other
considerations.

(2.) Because, if the geographical situation and commercial advantages of any one port point it out
as the natural or most convenient terminus in the interest of the majority of the Colonies, such an
arrangement should notbe frustrated by any local jealousy of the distinction, or other minor collateral
benefits, which may be supposed to be incidental to a terminalport.

(3.) Because the terminus of this service has hitherto been at Sydney, and the superiority of that
port as the terminus, considered in view of Australian as distinguished from local interests,has not
been attempted to be disproved, and cannot be denied.

(4.) Because the period which must necessarily be agreed upon for the course of post under any
contract will allow ample timefor the mail ships to proceed to Sydney as hitherto, without areshipping
of mails, and without injury to the interests of any Colony (in respect to the carriage of mails, passen-
gers, orcargo) which properly ought to be served by a postal service.

(5.) Because an extensive passenger and goods traffic between New South Wales and Europe is
carried on by the ships of the Galle Service; and it would be unjust to require the passengers and
goods for this Colony to be unnecessarilyreshipped at Melbourne.

(6.) Because no single ground of afederal character, advanced in the interests of all the Colonies,
has been statedin support of the mail ships stopping at Melbourne.

(7.) Because the support offered by the Imperial Government is manifestly not intended to give
any pre-eminent advantages to the south-western apart from the other Australian Colonies, and still
lesß to subsidize the commercial ambition of any one ofthem, apart from theproper objects of a postal
service.

(8.) Because the south-western Colonies, in relation to the Galle Service, possess important
incidental advantages, by being the first Colonies which the steamers reach, and the last from which
they depart,—thus enjoying much longer time than New South Wales for the purposes of
correspondence.
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(9.) Because the geographicaldisadvantageto which New South Wales ia exposed in thisrespect

would be needlessly aggravated by the Ocean steamers stopping short at Melbourne, whilst such a
course would neither conduce to economy nor afford any additional postal advantage to the southern
Colonies.

(10.) Because the making that port the terminus, without any necessity whatever, and not with
the view of improving, but by directly impairing the efficiency of the service, would be fostering the
rivalry of Melbourne by Imperial expenditure, and embittering the relations between the two Colonies
and the Mother Country.

(11.) Because the ground assigned by a majority of the Conference for a change of terminus—that the mailsfor New South Wales and Queensland should be carried overland between Melbourne and
Sydney, 230 miles out of a total distance of 550 miles, by horse teams—is scarcely less preposterous,
under existing circumstances, than if it were proposed that they should be carried by a service of
balloons ; and it cannot be regarded by us as other than an evidence of indifference to the just claims
of New South Wales.

For the foregoing reasons, the Representatives of New South Wales, while expressing their anxiety
for agreement and united action on other questions, cannot take part iv any further consideration of
the proposed mail service between Melbourne and Galle.

Hekkt Pakkes.
Sydney, 4th February, 1873. Saul Samuel.

Memorandum.
The Representatives of New South Wales are prepared—(Ist.) To abide by the result of

tenders being called for two services—one to Sydney aud one to Melbourne, with the necessary
branches—and to accept whichever is cheapest in the interest of all the Colonies ; or (2nd.) To leave
the question of terminus to the decision of the Secretary of State.

Henbt Pakkes.
February 4, 1873. Saul Samuel.
8. Sir Henry Ayers proposed, and Mr. Barlee seconded, the following motion, viz.:—"That the

Chairman be requested to apply by letter to Mr. Macaulay, to ascertain whether he is prepared to
give any answer to the questions put to him on the 27th ult."—which, on being put from the Chair,
was carried unanimously.

The Conference adjourned at 4 o'clock, until the next day, at half-past 10 o'clock.
Henet Pabies,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, sth February, 1873.
Present:—

New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel.| Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Reynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria: The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at half-past 10o'clock a.m., the minutes of the proceedings on the

4th instant were read and confirmed.
1. Mr. Langton laid before the Conference a paper embodying the reasons of the Victorian

Representatives in favour of Melbourne being the terminus of the Suez Mail Service, which the
Conference desired should be printed,viz.:—
Seasons submitted by the Representatives of Victoria in favour of Melbourne being the Terminus ofthe Suez Mail Service.

(1.) Because for the Suez Service it is the most central port of Australia, and from it the branch
services to New Zealand and Tasmania must diverge.

(2.) Because the time occupied with the mails from Europe will be shortened to all the Colonies
(except Western Australia, which will not be affected by the change), by the saving of some hours in
taking in coals at King George's Sound for the voyage from Melbourneto Sydney.

(3.) Because a further saving of (on the average) twelve hours will be effected, by avoiding the
delay now caused by the detention in Hobson's Bay, for the discharge of cargo for Melbourne, and
the transhipment ofmails for other Colonies.

(4.) Because after August next, when the North-Eastern Railway of Victoria will be completed
to the boundary of New South Wales, on the journeyfrom Melbourne to Sydney a further saving
can be effected, if the mails are carried overland, of at least ten hours. (See Report of Engineer-in-
Chief of Victoria,attached.)

(5.) Because for every ten miles of railway completed by New South Wales from Goulburn
towards Albury, a further saving of one hour willbo effected.

(6.) Because if the land service from Albury to Goulburn be objected to by New South Wales,
and the mails to that Colony and Queensland are sent by abranch steamer, the saving of time atKing
George's Sound and Hobson's Bay will still be effected, and those mails delivered from fifteen to
twenty-four hours earlier than under the present arrangement; or the mail may be divided,
on the same principle as is adopted via Brindisi and Southampton, the letters being Bent overland,
"while the heavy portion of the mail could be sent by sea.
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(7.) Because Sydney is the natural terminus of the Pacific and Torres Straits routes ; and in the
distribution of the advantages incidental to mail services, Melbourne is entitled to the terminus of the
service for which it is most conveniently situated, and towards which it contributes so large an amount.
Without this concession, Victoria would contribute largely to all the services, and participate in the
incidental advantages of none.

(8.) Because New South Wales will, in regard to the Torres Straits and Pacific Services,enjoy
similar advantages to those which will be conferred on South Australia and Victoria by the Galle
Service.

(9.) Because by the terminus being at Melbourne, the service would cost less to all the Colonies
than by requiring the Galle steamer to goon to Sydney.

(10.) Because the voyage from Galle to Melbourne is 4,635 miles,—au extreme distance for any
vessel to be kept under steam, and to perform her voyage with regularity at the speedrequired. To
this long distance, the extension to Sydney involves an addition ofCO2 miles.

(11.) Because the finest dock in Australia has been built at Melbourne, mainly with the view of
fitting the port to be the terminus of this line.

(12.) Because by the steamercalling at Glenelg, at least forty hours' notice will always be given
to prepare for despatch of the branch steamers from Melbourne.

(13.) Because steamers sail almost daily from Melbourne to Sydney, thus insuring without delay
or undue expense the immediate transmission of the mails.

(14.) Because Victoria pays aboutone-half of the entire subsidy to the Suez line.
(15.) Because the contemplated subsidy of the Imperial Government to the second line is con-

tingent on its being an alternating line, as shown in Treasury letter, 14th August, 1872; and by the
terminus of the Suez line being at Melbourne, the time for delivery of European mails at Sydney
would be,—

Via San Francisco ... ... ... ... ... ... 47 days
Via Suez (by branch service) ... ... ... ... ... 47 days

(16.) Because any postal compact, such as it is desired to enter into at this Conference, must be
based upon mutual concession ; but if this terminus be not conceded to Victoria, that Colony would be,
while the largest contributor, the only Colony to which no concession whatever was made.

(17.) Because, on the ground of population, commerce, and correspondence, Victoria has the
greatest interest in the service.

(18.) Because Victoria is willing to contribute to other lines affording little or no advantage
to her.

(19.) Because the Parliament of Victoria does not meet till May, and thenwill not confirm any
agreement unless the terminus of this line be at Melbourne. It will then be too late to enter into
fresh negotiationsfor any contract to commence the service in January next.

J. G. Feancis.
sth February, 1873. Edwabd Langton.

Engineer-in-Chief's Office, Railway Department,
Melbourne, Bth January, 1873.

Memo.—The distancefrom Melbourne to Belvoir,which is the terminus of the North-Eastern Eailway,
is 186J miles ; from Belvoir to Albury it is 2|miles ; andfrom Albury to Goulburn, which is the present
terminus of the Southern Eailway of New South Wales, the distance is 217 miles. This railway is
open from Goulburn to Sydney, a distance of 134miles.

The North-Eastern Eailway will probably be opened to Belvoir not later than August next, and
the journeybetween Melbourne and Sydney will then be made over 320j miles of railway and 217
miles ofroad. That part of the journey which is by rail can be done easily in ten hours, and that by
road in thirty-one hours, making the whole time between Melbourne and Sydney forty-one hours.
The present average passage of the P. and O. mail steamers is fifty-sixhours.

The New South Wales Government has determined to extend its Southern Eailway from Goulburn
to Wagga Wagga, which is 310 miles from Sydney. This extension is to be commenced at once, and
completed in three years. Wagga Wagga is seventy-nine miles from the terminus of the North-Eastern
Eailway at Belvoir. At the end of three years, therefore, the journeybetween Sydney and Melbourne
will be made by rail for 496J miles, and by road for 79 miles. That part of the journeywhich is by
rail can be done easily in fifteen hours, and that by road in eleven hours, making the whole time
between Sydney and Melbourne twenty-six hours, as against fifty-sixhours by the mail steamers.

To state the matter shortly : Fifteen hours can be saved in transmitting the mails between Sydney
and Melbourne after nextAugust,by adopting the North-Eastern Eailway instead of the searoute; and
when the Southern Eailway of New South Wales is completed to Wagga Wagga, thirty hours can be
saved. If express speed were used for the mail trains, the saving of time would be still greater.

T. HIGGIUBOTHAM,
Engineer-in-Chief.

2. Mr. Palmer gavenotice of the following motion, to be moved by him on a future day, viz. :—" That the circular letter of the Colonial Secretary of Queensland, annexed hereto, on the subject of
Intercolonial Telegraph Messages, be taken into consideration."

(Circular.) Colonial Secretary's Office,
Sib,— Brisbane, Queensland, 11th January, 1873.

With reference to former correspondence on the subject of the tariff for Intercolonial tele-
graph messages, I have the honor to inform you that, in order to simplify arrangements, it is considered
desirable to adopt, as nearly as possible, the system and manner of workingnow in general operation, throughout the world. To effect this itwill be necessaryfor the several Colonies to agree to a terminal
and transit rate, and to charge for the address and signature; but it is proposed to extend the message
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from ten to twenty words, including address and signature, allowing ten words for the latter, and,
instead ofcharging for each additional word, to make a charge for every additional ten words or part
of ten words. .

The rates proposed for consideration are as follows:—
Bate for transmission of twenty words, including address and signature, every ten words, or portion of

ten words being charged half rate.

s. d. s. d.
Queensland ... ... ... ... 2 0 7 0
New South Wales ... ... ... 2 0 2 0
Victoria ... ... ... ... 1 0 10
South Australia ... ... ... 2 0 20 0
Tasmanian Cable Company ... ... ... 4 0
Tasmania ... ... ... ... 1 0

According to this scale, the charges for intercolonial messages of twenty words, including address
and signature, would be—

Between any station in Queensland and any station in New South Wales ... 4s.
Ditto, Victoria ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ss.
Ditto, South Australia ... ... ... ... ... ... 6s.
Ditto, Tasmania ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 10s.

Half rate for every ten words or part of ten words additional. Press messages to be charged one-
half the ordinary rates.

It is also proposed to divide the receipts between the Colonies in the following manner, namely:—
New South Wales business ... ... ... i to New South Wales.

i to Queensland.
Victorian ... ... ... . . ... J to Victoria.

I to New South Wales.
■if to Queensland.

South Australian... ... ... ... ... i to South Australia.... 1 to New South Wales.... i to Queensland.
Tasmania ... ... ... ... ... ts to Tasmania.

i to Cable Company.... to to Victoria.... 4 to New South Wales.
i to Queensland.

I would strongly recommend the proposed alterations for the favourable considerationof your
Government, as it is considered that the simplification of the arrangements, and the establishmentof
the charges on a more satisfactory and uniform basis, would tend to facilitate the transaction of tele-
graphic business.

I have, &c,
A. H. Pai,mee.

3. Sir Henry Ayers gave notice of the following motions:—(1.) " That as those descriptions of Australian wines best capable of sustaining a voyage to
Great Britain containmore than 26 per cent, of proof spirit, this Conference move the
Imperial Government to admit such wines at the uniform duty of Is. per gallon; or,
should a limit of the strength be considered necessary, then that all Australian wines
containing less than 35 per cent, ofproof spirit be admitted at a duty of Is. per gallon.

(2.) " That the Governments of the Australian Colonies recommend to their respective Legis-
latures the passing ofa uniform law relatingto theremedies to be had against absconding
debtors, includingthe issuing of execution in any Colony upon registration of the judg-
ment from any Court of the Colony in which the cause of actionarose."

4. Mr. Francis moved, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the following resolution, which was unanimously
agreed to:—"That in reference to Lord Kimberley's Despatch of 19th April, 1872, a Committee be
appointed to draw up a memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,requesting him to move the
Imperial Government to introduce a measure into the Imperial Parliament enabling the Australian
Colonies to make arrangements with each other for the reciprocal admission of their products and
manufactures on such terms as may be mutually agreed upon, and that such Committee consist of
Messrs. Parkes, Vogel, and Wilson."

The Conference adjourned from 1 o'clock until 2.
5. On resuming, Mr. Eeynolds moved the resolution, noticeof which had been given by him, on

the subject of the erection and maintenance of a Lighthouse on " The Snares," when, after discussion,
theresolution was amended as follows, viz.:—" That the representatives of the Colonies of New South
Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, Tasmania, and Victoria, undertake to urge upon their respective
Governments and Legislatures to join in the erection and maintenance of a lighthouse on " The
Snares," to the south of New Zealand, as a site offering more advantages than the Auckland Islands to
shipping on the homewardvoyage from the Australian Colonies."

Whereupon Mr. Francis moved, and Mr. Langton seconded, the following amendment:—" That
this Conference is of opinion that the risk to life and property occasioned by the existence ofdangerouß
groups of islands, known as " The Snares," and the Auckland Islands, lying to the southward of New
Zealand, and situated respectively in 48° 5'S. lat. and 166°82'E. long., and 50° 50' S. lat. and IG6° E. long.,
would be very much reduced by the establishment and maintenance of a first-class ocean light; and in
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order to cover the cost of erecting and maintaining the said light, the Conference agree to recommend
to the Imperial and to their respective Governments, that the expense should be borne by contribu-
tions in proportion to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards or outwards in Great Britain, or in
each Colony deriving benefit from the same."

The Chairman then put the Question to the Conference as follows:—" That all the wordsafter the
■word ' That,' in the beginning of Mr. Eeynolds' resolution, be omitted, with a view to the insertion
of all the words of the amendment proposed by Mr. Francis;" when it was carried in the affirmative.

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Eeynolds.
Mr. Samuel.

The amendment moved by Mr. Francis was then put from the chair, and carried on the following
division:—

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Eeynolda.
Mr. Langton,
Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Parkes.

Messrs. Thompson, Barlee, Barrow, Vogel, and Sir Henry Ayers, declined to vote.
6. Mr. Barrow then proposed the following motion standing in his name, viz.: —" That in orderto

perfect the lighting up of the South Australian and Victorian coasts, the following additional lights are
required: —(1.) A light on Penguin Island, Eivoli Bay, about midway between Cape Jaffa and Cape
Northumberland. (2.) A light on Cape Bridgewater. (3.) A light on Earn Head, about thirty-firo
miles west of Cape Howe." When, after discussion, the further consideration was postponed.

7. Mr. Langton gave notice of the following motion :—" That a Committee, consisting of Messrs.
Barrow, Eeynolds, Samuel, Francis,and Palmer, be appointed to consider and report on the desirability
of constituting some general Trinity Board, to determine on the best means of lighting effectively the
Australasian coasts."

8. Mr. Vogel moved the resolution of which he had given notice, on the subject of the Investment
of Trust Funds ; when, after some discussion, it was resolved to postpone the further consideration
thereof for the present.

The Conference then adjourned until the next day at 11 o'clock a.m.
Hknby Paekes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, 6th February, 1873.
Present:—

New South Wales: The Hon. Kenry Parkes. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania: The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria : The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia .- The Hon. F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having assembled at 11 o'clock a.m., the minutes of the proceedings of the sth

instant were read and confirmed.
1. The Chairman laid before the Conference the draft of a memorial relating to Intercolonial Com-

mercial Reciprocity, prepared by the Committee appointed to draw up the same, which was ordered to
be printed:—" The Eepresentatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Conference in Sydney, have care-
fully considered the lengthenedcorrespondence which has taken place between the Secretary of State
and their several Governments upon the subject of intercolonial commercial reciprocity. They have
givenrespectful attention to the argumentsusedby the Secretaryof State in opposition to the views taken
by the Colonies. The Conference consider it their dutyrespectfully to urgeupon the Imperial Govern-
ment to remove the restrictions which stand in the way of two or more Colonies of the Australasian
group entering into arrangements for the reciprocal admission of articles the growth, produce, or
manufacture of any part of Australia or New Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually agree.

" The Secretary of State expresses the opinion that the Colonies, in making the request forpowers
to enter into reciprocal tariff arrangements, areactuated by leanings in favour of aprotective policy.
The Conference desire to assure his Lordship that the decision they hare arrived at is not based upon
any considerations in favour of protection.

" The fact that the concession asked for by the Colonies has been supported by public men
holding widely different opinions on the subjects offree trade andprotection, shouldbe, it is submitted,
a sufficient proof that the Colonies arenot seeking to insidiously promote protection in the requests
they aremaking. The tendency of the exercise of the powerswhich the Colonies now seek will be
rather antagonistic to protection than otherwise, inasmuch as it may lead to the modification of hostilo
andretaliatory tariffs.

" The Conference loyally and earnestly assure the Secretaryof State that they are actuated by the
desire to strengthen the ties which so happily unite the Colonies to the Mother Country. They cannot
believe that the people of the UnitedKingdom will consider that their fellow-subjects in Australasia
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are doing more, in urging their present requests, thanendeavouring to fulfil the duties devolving upon
them, of colonizing in the moat effective manner countries in which the whole of Her Majesty's
subjects have a common and national interest.

" The Australasian Colonies onlj ask for powers which have been and are still exercised by the
British-American Provinces for a long series of years. Seeing that the Constitution Act of New
Zealand does not debar that Colony from exercising the powers sought, it would almost appear
that accident, rather than design, has been the cause of that clause in the Constitution Acts of the
otherColonies which denies to them the discretion to which they deem they have aright.

" The Secretary of State admits that the powers sought arenot inconsistent with Treaty obliga-
tions of Great Britain. Indeed, such a deduction is inevitable; because, otherwise, seeing that the
same powers have been exercised by the British-American Provinces, the conclusion would be that
Great Britain had permitted her dependenciesto violate her treaties.

" The great distance which separates the Australasian Colonies from the Mother Country would
prevent any arrangement they might enter into from affecting the trade of the United Kingdom to any
appreciable extent. Keciprocity amongst the Australasian Colonies clearly could not prejudice the
commercial interests of the Mother Country so much as reciprocity amongst the British-American
Provinces.

" Two of the Governors of these Colonies—the Earl of Belmore and Governor Dv Cane—have
personally, on theirown independent authority, as representatives of Her Majesty, declared themselves
favourable to granting the requests of the Colonies. It is submitted that the advice of experienced
Imperial Officers is entitled to the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, especially when it
independently confirms the respectful requests of the Colonists themselves.

" As the Secretary of State has expressed an opinion favourable to a Customs' union of the
Australasian Colonies, it is submitted that the power to enter into reciprocal tariff arrangements is
eminently calculated to promote thatobject.

" For these reasons, and for others to which it is unnecessary to refer, the Conference urge the
Secretary of State, without delay, to introduce the necessarymeasure into the Imperial Parliament, to
enable any two or more of the Australasian Colonies to enter into reciprocal tariff arrangements, upon
terms to which they may mutually agree."

2. Sir Henry Ayers gave notice of the following motion:—" That as inconvenience is caused
through letters to the various Australian Colonies, posted for despatch by sea or overland, inter-
colonially, being charged at different rates of postage, one uniformrate be adopted of threepence for
all letters, whether despatched overland or by ship ; also, that the several Australian Colonies adopt
one uniform rate on parcels and book packets, whether for despatch by sea or overland, intercolonially,
namely:—

s. d.
Not exceeding 1 oz. ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 1
1 oz. but not exceeding 2 oz. ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
2oz. „ ift. ... ... ... ... ... 0 4
ift. „ ilb. 0 8
ilb. „ lib. ... ... ... ... ... 1 0
ilb. „ lib. ... ... ... ... ... 1 4

and so on, increasing 4d. for each J ft. or fraction ofi Ib."
3. Mr. Vogel handed in the reasons of the New Zealand Eepresentatives in favour of Melbourne

being the terminus of the Suez Mail Service,which the Conference desired should be printed:—
" From the outset, Victoria has declared that, unless Melbourne were made the terminus, she

would not have anything to do with the service ; whilst New South Wales, until quite recently, did
not contend that Sydney was the proper terminus, but seemed disposed rather to depend upon the
decision of the other Colonies as to which terminus was most expedient.

" The Eepresentatives of New Zealand consider that, unless Victoria joinin the proposed service,
it would be unsafe for New Zealand to consent to join upon any terms based onrateable contribution.

" If Victoria take part in the service, South Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania must
also do so, and the same may probably be said of Queensland and New South Wales: but without
Victoria, or with that Colony starting a fast service by way of the Cape of Good Hope, the cost of the
Galle Service must fall very heavily upon the contributing Colonies. This is not a new idea upon the
part of New Zealand. That Colony was not influenced by South Australia or New South Wales's
notice of withdrawal from the present Suez Service ; but the New Zealand Government sent home,
with their notice to withdraw, arequest to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that he would only
hand it in to the contractors in case Victoria had given or should give notice of withdrawal. Within
a few days of the New Zealand letter being written, Her Majesty's Postmaster-General, in London,
wrote to the Lords of the Treasury in similar tone, evidently equally impressed with the importance of
Victoria's adherence to the contract. He pointed out, that as Victoria had given notice, the Treasury
was bound to do so. It is true that passing reference was made to thefact thatSouth Australiahad deter-
mined to retirefrom the contract, and it was also mentioned that New South Wales had given notice
several yearsbefore ; but it was clearly implied that, unless Victoria had given notice, their Lordships
would not have done so. In fact, as long as Victoria continued the service, the other Colonies,
whether they approved ofit or not, were bound to contribute to and use it. This was proved by the
fact that, though New South Wales had given notice of withdrawal several years before, no one seemed
to bo affected by it, and she was glad to continue her connection with the service. The argument is
clearand conclusive. New Zealand wishes to have the use of the Galle Service ; she cannot safely join
as a rateablecontributor unless Victoria also join ; Victoria will not join unless Melbourne be made
the terminus ; therefore, unless Melbourne be made the terminus, New Zealand cannot have the use of
a service she desires.

" The reasons why it would be dangerous for New Zealand to join in the Galle Service without
Victoria, apply much more strongly to the cases of South Australia and Tasmania. New Zealand has
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an alternative service. South Australia and Tasmania are so dependent upon the Suez route, that they
might possibly find themselves bound to contribute a very large sum towards its cost, on account of
other Colonies having at their command other routes.

" It is to be recollected that New South Wales's share of the correspondence by the Galle route
is somewhat small, compared with her population—a circumstance to be accounted for by the fact that,
beingan old-established Colony, a considerable portion of her population is not in such active commu-
nication with the Mother Country as the population ofyounger Colonies. New South Wales's contri-
bution to the Suez Service has not solely depended on her proportion of letters ; she has had to share
with New Zealand and Queensland the cost of the service between Melbourne and Sydney. But,
under the new arrangements proposed, all the Colonies would share the cost of the service and
branches, in theproportion of the letters transmitted by them, and New South Wales's contribution
would thus depend upon her somewhat small correspondence in proportion to her population.

" The arguments adduced would be equally forcible supposing it were admitted that Victoria's
insistance upon Melbourne being made the terminus of the Galle route was tyrannical and arbitrary.
But the Eepresentatives of NewZealand are not altogether prepared to make such an admission. They
think that the claim to the terminus was somewhat arrogantly asserted; but they believe that Victoria,
paying as she would do the largest proportion of the cost of the service,has a right to insist upon the
service being such as will be best suited to her wants. There can be no doubt that it is a great
disadvantageto Victoria that the Peninsular and Oriental Company's boats should stay so short a time
in Hobson's Bay. As soon as one of the boats is anchored, the passengers have to be hurried over her
side: and freight to be sent on has to be deliveredto the agent two or three days before the sailing
date of the boat.

" Another reason in favour of Melbourne being the terminus is that the longer the voyage the
vessels make, the greater is the risk of a breakdown, and the less the time that is available for making
repairs.

" The present contractors donot keep a spare boat in Australia, and to require one would entail a
large extra cost. The length of the voyage performed is very trying, consideringthat the boats are not
auxilliary screw steamers, but keep on their course, regardless of the direction of the wind. The boats
from Galle in reality come from Bombay. By proceeding on to Sydney, instead of stopping at
Melbourne, 1,200 miles of steaming, there and back, are added to an already sufficiently arduous
voyage. The distance from Bombay to Melbourne is about 6,000 miles. Clearly, it is desirable the
boats should have as long a rest as is practicable before making the return voyage. Even if they stop
at Melbourne, they will only have fifteen days to make any required repairs. To cause the boats to
proceed to Sydney would, in the opinion of the New Zealand Eepresentatives, be to greatly increase
therisk of occasional breakdowns ; besides that, as their stay in Sydney would necessarily be shorter,
there would be less time for repairs.

"It has been alleged that, by the decision of the Conference, New South Wales is placed in an
unfair and unfavourable position. The Eepresentatives of New Zealand not only deny that allegation,
but they contend that New South Wales will be placed in much the best position of any of tho
Colonies. It has been virtually decided that New South Wales shall have the use of the Galle Service,
on condition that she contributesto the cost, rateably in proportion to the correspondence carried for
her ; the cost of the branch servicebeing added to that of the main line. Hitherto, New South Wales
has had to bear separately a considerable portion of the cost of tho service between Melbourne and
Sydney. It has alsobeen virtually decidedby the Conference thatSydney shall be the terminus of the
Torres Straits Service, and the Australian terminus of the San Francisco Service.

"With respect to the latter, New Zealand has made New South Wales an offer* to extend
the service to Sydney, to fix the times so that the service shall alternate fortnightly with the Galle
Service at Sydney, to give to New South Wales a full share in the management, and to co-operate
in requiring that the service shall be efficiently performed ; asking from New South Wales no
larger payment than the postages, up to £5,000 a year, on mailmatter transmitted for the Colony
by the line.

" Where vessels run in opposite directions, the much-urged advantage of a fortnightly service
can only be given to one port. A fortnightly service at each port would require a duplication of a
particular monthly service. Sydney will really be the only port at which a fortnightly service can bo
given. The Torres Straits Service will be too lengthy to correspond with that to Galle, or it might
be made a fortnightly alternative service. But, under the offer made respecting the San Francisco
Service, New South Wales would have a genuine fortnightly alternativeservice, and it would be the
only Colony to which such an advantage would be given. Yet the total cost to the Colony of the
three services would probably not amount to £20,000, and could not possibly exceed £25,000. It is
believed the amount would not be morethan £18,000.

" The proposal to convey the mails from Melbourne to Sydney either by a branch steamer or by
laud, will expedite rather than delay their delivery. Supposing a branch service to be adopted, the
steamer could leave Hobson's Bay immediately after the arrival of the mails; and thus, delays in
Hobson's Bay, which frequently occur to the mail Bteamer, would be avoided. Besides, the mail
steamer will require to take in less coal upon the route. As to the outward service, New South Wales
has now to close her mailsat least three days before the departure of the boat from Melbourne ; but
if a separate branch steamerwere employed, the closing of tho mails sixty hours before the time of
leaving Melbourne would suffice, and thus twelve hours for correspondence would be gained. It will
also, before long, be in the power of New South Wales to have her mails conveyedby land to and from
Melbourne much quicker than is possible by sea-carriage. Great objections have been urged against
land carriage of the mails ; but whatever may be the case with Sydney, unquestionably the residents
in country districts bordering on the line of railway will be much benefited by having their letters sent
by way of Melbourne, instead of by way of Sydney. For instance, it will be a great hardship to

* See letter to Hon. Mr. Parkes, copy of which haa been presented to Conference.
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settlers in the neighbourhood of Albury, and throughout the Riverina district, if it be made necessary
that their mails should be brought to Sydney instead of being sent forward to Melbourne.

"To sum up: The New Zealand Representatives feel sure that if the terminus of the Oalle
Service be not at Melbourne, Victoria will refuse to have anything to do with that service, and will
establish a Cape route Service ;but, on the other hand, the New Zealand Representatives are not
satisfied that the Government of New South Wales willbe unwilling to accept the proposals which
have been made. They certainly donot believe that tho Government will recommend to Parliament to
vote from £50,000 to £70,000 per annumfor a Califoi-nian Service, when such a service is offered to
the Colony without any paymentbeing asked. They believe that New South Wales will be content
that the Colony shall have, for a payment of from £15,000 to £25,000, the use of the Galle Service,
and that Sydney shall be the terminus of the Torres Straits Service, and the Australian terminus of the
San Francisco Service—besides that New South Wales would be the only Colony with a genuine
alternativefortnightly service. The Representatives of New Zealand are convinced that no unpreju-
dicedperson can fail to recognize that New South Wales, b}' these proposals, will be put into abetter
position than any of the other Colonies.

" For the reasons stated, the New Zealand Representatives support Melbourne as the terminus of
the G-alle Service, and Sydney as the terminus of the Torres Straits Service ; and they offer to extend
to Sydney the present Californian Service, and to give to New South Wales a share in the management
of that service.

" Julius Vogel.
" William H. Reynolds.

"Sydney, sth February, 1873."

4. Mr. Innes moved the following resolution:—" That it is desirable that the statistics of the
several Australian Colonies should be framed on a uniform system; and that, with a view to this
object, the Governments of New South Wales and Victoria be requested to devise a plan, and refer a
draft ofthe samefor approval or amendment to the Governments of the respective Colonies interested,
and theplan having been matured, the same to be observed in the preparation of the Annual Statistics
of the Colonies."

When, after full discussion, the following amended resolution was unanimously agreed to, viz.:—
" That it is desirable that the statistics of the several Australasian Colonies should be framed on a
uniform system ; and that, with a view to this object, the Governments of New South Wales and
Victoria be requested to devise a plan, and refer a draft of the same for approval or amendment to
the Governments of the respective Colonies interested, and the plan having been matured and
approved, the same be observed in the preparation of the Annual Statistics of the Colonies; and the
several Governments represented at this Conference undertake to use their best endeavours to secure
the adoption of the plan agreed upon in the preparation of the Statistics for 1873."

5. Mr. Wilson proposed the following motion:—
" (1.) That the highway or ocean lights situated in Banks' and Bass's Straits—viz., King's

Island, Kent Group, Swan Island, and Goose Island—have since 1864 been exclusively
maintained by the Colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania, under a com-
pact entered into between these Colonies, which included the lighthouses on Wilson's
Promontory and Gabo Island.

" (2.) That the first four named lights, though erected on Tasmanian territory, are practically-
isolated beacons provided for the safety and protection of Australasian commerce.

" (3.) That it is reasonable and just that South Australia should fulfil its equitable obligation,
by also contributing to the maintenance of the ocean lights in proportion to the advan-
tages derivedby its shipping, based upon the principles agreed to by the Conference held
in Melbourne in 1864."

Which having been discussed, Mr. Wilson, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew ; on
the representation of the South Australian representatives that their Government had never been
called on to contribute to the lights referred to in the motion, and expressing their willingness to bear
an equitable share of the cost.

6. Mr. Wilson then moved, " That there-arrangement of contributions towards the maintenance
of the lighthouses situated on King's Island, Kent's Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson's
Promontory, and Gabo Island, shall be as follows :—

[.For Resolutions and Tables, see p. B.]
When, afterdiscussion, Sir Henry Ayers moved, and Mr. Barrow seconded, the following amend-

ment :—" That the representatives of the several Governmentspledge themselvesto use their influence
to obtain an equitable rearrangement of liabilitiesfor the maintenance of the lighthouses situated on
King's Island, Kent Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson's Promontory, and Gabo Island."

The Chairman then put the following motion to the Conference :—" Tiiat all the words after the
word ' That,' in the first line in Mr. Wilson's motion, be omitted, with a view to the insertion of all
the words after the word 'That' in the amendment proposed by Sir Henry Ayers j" when the Con-
ference, with the exception of Mr. Wilson, approved of the same.

The amendment was then put from the chair and adopted, the representatives of New Zealand and
"Western Australia declining to Tote.

7. Mr. Langton moved, "That a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel,
Francis, and Thompson, be appointed to consider and report on the desirability of constituting some
generalTrinity Board, to determine on the best means of lighting effectivelythe Australasian coasts."

When, after discussion, the following amended resolution was unanimously agreed to :—" That a
Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis, and Palmer, be appointed to
consider and report on the desirability and practicability of constituting some General Board, to super-
vise thelighting of the Australasian coasts."

4—A. 3.
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Mr. Parkes laid before the Conference a communication from Mr. Macaulay, the Agent of the
P. and 0. Company, in answer to the inquiries made yesterday by the Chairman, which was read by the
Secretary. t

The Conference adjournedfrom 1 to 2 o'clock.
8. On resuming,—Mr. Vogel moved the followingresolutions, notice of which had been previously

given by him, on the subject of the Investment of Trust Funds :—
" The Eepresentatives of the various Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire

urgently to impress upon the Eight Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very unnecessary
disadvantages to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through English trustees
not being at liberty to invest trust funds in Colonial securities and Colonial lands.

" When trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain
securities, their discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may
invest in securities guaranteedby Parliament, in securities authorized by general order of the Court of
Chancery, in parliamentary stocks, in public funds, or Government securities. They are also allowed
to invest in Indian unguaranteed stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in railway
securities.

" It is submitted by the Conference that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which
trustees would be equally at liberty to invest in Colonial securities and land. There do not appear to
be any reasons against this course, except such as might be urged by those who desire or anticipate the
disintegration of the Empire. As the assurance has been more than once lately given, that Her
Majesty's Government—in accordance with the undoubted feelingsof the vast majority of Her Majesty's
subjects—do not entertain opinions favourable to the severance of the Colonies from the Mother
Country, there seems no reason why the securities of the Colonies should not be placed upon as
favourable a footing as the unguaranteed securities of India.

" There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, and on whosebehalf trusts are
held, who desire that the trust funds in which theyare interested should be invested within the Colony
in which they reside. The trust deeds do notprohibit such a course, yet the trustees, in the absence of
the suggested legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf
ofwhom they act.

" The enormousaccumulations of trust moneys would make the measure now suggested one of
great convenience to a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

" The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect
to this representation."

After discussion the Chairman put the first paragraph, which, having been amended, was carried.
The second paragraph was put from the Chair, and carried unanimously.
The third paragraph was carried by a majority, as amended.
The fourth paragraph was, after discussion, carried as amended.
The fifth and sixth paragraphs were unanimously agreed to.
The motion, as amended, having been put from the Chair, was agreedto as follows :—" The Eepresentatives of the Australasian Colonies,assembled in Conference, desire urgently to>

impress upon the Eight Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very great and unnecessary
disadvantages to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through trustees in the
United Kingdom not being at liberty to invest trust funds in Colonial Government securities.

" Whentrustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain securities,
their discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may invest in
securities guaranteedby Parliament, in securities authorized by general order of the Court of Chancery,
in parliamentary stocks, in public funds, or Government securities. They are also allowed to invest
in Indian unguaranteedstocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in railway securities.

"It is submitted by the Conference, that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which
trustees would be at liberty to invest in Colonial Government securities. There can be no reason why
the securities of the Colonies should not be placed upon as favourable a footing as the unguaranteed
securities of Iudia.

" There arenumerous cases of persons whoreside in the Colonies, beneficially interested in trust
funds in the United Kingdom, who desire that such funds should be invested within the Colony in
which theyreside. The trust deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the trustees, in the absence of
the suggested legislativeprovision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf
ofwhom they act.

" The enormous accumulations of trust moneys would make the measure now suggested one of
great convenience to a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

" The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect
to this representation."

9. Mr. Samuel gave notice of the following motion on the subject of the Prevention ofDiseases in
Stock in the Australian Colonies, and laid before the Conference papers bearing upon the subject:—That he will to-morrow bring under the consideration of the Conference the necessity for deciding
upon some united action, with a view to prevent the importation of diseased stock into the Australian
Colonies.

Mr. Palmer moved a resolution, of which notice had been given by him, on the subject of the
construction of a cable between Java or Timor and Norman Mouth (Queensland); and after discussion,
Mr. Samuel read a memorandumon the subject.

Sir Henry Ayers also read correspondence on the subject of the existingtelegraph communication
with England ; when it was resolved that thefurther consideration of the subject shouldbe postponed.

The Conference then adjourned at 4 o'clock, until the next day, at half-past 10.
Heney Paekes,

Chairman.
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At the Treasury, Sydney, 7th February, 1873.
Present :

Neio South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkea. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania : The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria .- The Hon. J. Q-.Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at half-past 10 o'clock, the minutes of the proceedings on the 6th

instant were read and confirmed.
1. The considerationof Mr. Palmer's resolutions on the subject of Telegraphic Communication with

Europe by Singapore and Norman Mouth was resumed, and after discussion, the first paragraph, as
amended, was put by the Chairman, and carried, on the following division:—"

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Vogel, Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Barleo.
Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Samuel, and
The Chairman.

The resolution was accordingly agreed to, as follows :—" That in view of the serious inconvenience
■which would arise to the whole of the Australasian Colonies in the event ofinterruption to telegraphic
communication with Europe, it is desirable that a cable should be constructed between Singapore and
the terminus of the Queensland telegraph lines at Norman Mouth."

The representatives of Victoria and Tasmania declined to vote.
The further consideration of the saidresolutions was postponed until Monday next.
2. Mr. Samuel asked Mr. Vogel if he would have any objection to lay on the table the following

information: —" (1.) The number of days occupied by Mr. Webb's steamers between California and
New Zealand in both directions, on the last sis voyages. (2.) The number of days which the steamer
now expected was overdue when the ' Hero' left Auckland."

Mr. Vogel consented to do so.
3. Mr. Vogel moved, and Mr. Barlee seconded, the following resolution, which was unanimously

agreed to :—" That this Conference,representing the Governments of the severalAustralasian Colonies,
desire to express to the Eight Honorable the Secretaryof State their willingness and anxiety to
co-operate with the Imperial Government in the acquisition or construction of through lines of
telegraphic communicationbetween Great Britain, India, and Australasia."

It was also unanimously resolved by the Conference that Messrs. Langton and Vogel beappointed
a Committee to prepare a memorial to the Secretary of State embodying the said resolution.

The Conference adjourned at 1 o'clock until a quarter to 2.
4. On reassembling, Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following motion:—" That this Conference

takes into consideration on Monday next the advisability of memorializing the Home Government on
the subject of assuming the protectorate and colonization of the Fiji Islands."

5. Mr. Langton proposed, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded, the following resolutions :—
(1.) ".That, in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable to obtain a reduction in the

charge for telegrams between the United Kingdom, India, and Australia, and that the
Imperial Government be requested to join with the Colonies in a temporary subsidy, not
exceeding £25,000 per annum, for the purpose of securing that object.

(2.) " That the Governments of South Australia and Victoria be requested to take the
necessary steps to give effect to the foregoing resolution."

Mr. Vogel proposed the following amendment at the end of the first resolution, which, on being
put from the Chair, was negatived on the following division:—" Provided that, in addition, a free
message of fiftywords per diemfrom London to Australia be furnished."

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Langton,
Mr. Vogel, Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Eeynolds. Mr. Palmer,

Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Barlee,
Mr. Samuel.

The original resolutions were then put and carried.
The"Conference adjourned at half-past 3 o'clock, until Monday, 10th February, at a quarter to

12 o'clock.
Henet Paekes,

Chairman.

27
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At the Treasury, Sydney, Monday, 10th February, 1873.
Present :

New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania i The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland t The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria : The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at a quarter to 12 o'clock, the minutes of the proceedings of the

7th instant were read and confirmed.
Mr. Vogel then laid before the Conference the answers to Mr. Samuel's questions of the 7th

instant, on the subject of the time occupied by Mr. Webb's line of steamers between New Zealand and
San Francisco, and vice versa, which the Conference ordered to be printed.

Question 1: The number of days occupied by Mr. Webb's steamers between California and New
Zealand, in both directions, on the last six voyages ?—The " Dakota" came through from San
Francisco to Auckland in twenty-five days one hour, including twenty-four hours' stoppage at
Honolulu. lam not able,without reference to New Zealand, to give the times of the other steamers ;
but if a return as to them were furnished it would be of little good, as none of them (excepting the
" Dakota ") ran through either from or to San Francisco, and consequently did not run in accordance
with the contract. The " Nebraska," now due, will have run through from San Francisco. For the
two voyages after hers, connection will have to be made at Honolulu; and subsequently, each boat
will make the through voyage each way. On each of the six voyages, except that of the " Dakota," a
very inferior vessel was used between Honolulu and San Francisco, and consequently those voyages
were most unsatisfactorilyperformed.

Question 2 : The number of days which the steamer now expected was overdue when the " Hero "
left Auckland ?—According to a telegram received from New York, the " Nebraska " sailed from San
Francisco on the 9th January, having waited eight days for the mails, which were delayed upon the
Atlantic and during the trans-continental route. She would therefore be due in Auckland on the 3rd
February; the " Hero " left Auckland on Wednesday, the 29th January, and consequently some days
before the " Nebraska" was due, though two days later than the date on which she wouldhave been,
due had she not waited eight days at San Francisco for the detained mails.

Mr. Barlee laid before the Conference papers on the subject of Sericulture, forwarded to him by
Sir George Verdon, who requested, at the instance of Mrs. Neill, that they should be laid before the
Conference. The papers were subsequently distributed among the members.

The further consideration of Mr. Palmer's resolutions on the subject of telegraphic communica-
tion with Europeby Singapore and Norman Mouth was then resumed, and, after some discussion,
Mr. Palmer withdrew the same, on the ground that the three Colonies of New South Wales, New
Zealand, and Queensland had come to an agreement which rendered the resolutions unnecessary.

Mr. Barlee withdrew the notice of motion given by him on the 3rd instant, on the subject of the
construction of a second cable, either from Galle to Western Australia, via the Cocos or Keeling
Islands, or from Java to Western Australia.

Mr. Palmer then moved the following notice of motion, on the subject of Intercolonial Telegraph
Messages:—" That the Circular Letter of the Colonial Secretary of Queensland,annexedhereto, on the
subject of Intercolonial Telegraph Messages,be taken into consideration."

(For Circular, see p. 20.)
When much discussion ensued; and the Conference adjourned from twenty minutes past Ito a

quarter past 2 o'clock.
On resuming, Mr. Samuel proposed, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded, the following resolution, which

was unanimously agreed to, viz.:—" That on and after the Ist day of October next the charge for
telegraphic messages within each of the Australasian Colonies shall be at the uniform rate of Is. for
ten words, exclusive of address and signature, and Id. for every additional word. Press messages not
to exceedhalf rates. These charges not to include messages upon the lines from Port Augusta to
Port Darwin, Bowen to Norman Mouth, and between Tasmania and Victoria."

Mr. Vogel proposed, and Mr. Francis seconded, the following resolution, which, on being put from
the Chair, was carried unanimously, viz.:—" That in accordance with the practice now partly adopted,
but not laid down by regulation, messages for New Zealand be received at all the telegraph stations in
the Australian Colonies, and that the proper charge be made for transmission to the port orplace from
which the telegrams are to be posted to New Zealand—that theybe posted to the Telegraph Operator
at the first station thatthe steamer touches at in New Zealand. Similarly,that telegrams posted in New
Zealand to the Telegraph Operator at any port in Australia, shall be forwarded to their destination.
The telegraph charges in Australia to be collected on delivery. That a similar practice be adopted
in respect to telegrams between Western Australia and the other Australasian Colonies. That the
representatives of the several Colonies agree to endeavour to give effect to thisresolution."

Sir Henry Ayers then moved as follows :—" That as those descriptions of Australian wines best
capable of sustaining a voyage to Great Britain contain more than 26 per cent, of proof spirit, this
Conference movethe Imperial Government to admit such wines at the uniform duty of Is. per gallon ;
or, Bhould a limit of the strength be considered necessary, then that all Australian wines containing
less than 35 per cent, of proof spirit be admitted at a duty of Is. per gallon."

Which, after some discussion, he proposed to amend as follows,—and the same having been
seconded by Mr. Samuel, was carried unanimously:—" That as those descriptions of Australian wines
best capable ofsustaining a voyage to the United Kingdom contain more than 26 per cent, of proof
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spirit, which is above the maximum strength of wine admitted into the United Kingdom at Is. per
gallon under the French. Treaty, this Conference move the Imperial Government to extend the limit
of strength of such wines to 35 per cent., and admit the sameat a duty of Is. per gallon."

Mr. Palmer moved the following resolutions :—
" That the present state of the law in regard to the extradition of criminals escaping from one

Colony into another is defective.
" That in lieu of the present system, an Act should be passed in each Colony, enabling a criminal

warrant duly issued in one Colony to be executed in another, on the indorsement of a Judge or
Magistrate.

" That such Act should provide (with such safeguards as may be deemed necessary) that the con-
tents of any such warrant issued in one Colony may be transmitted by telegraph to another Colony,
and that a certifiedtranscript of the message shall have the same effect as an original warrant; and

" That the Act referred to should, as nearly as possible, be alike in each Colony."
When, after discussion, he proposed, and Mr. Francis seconded, the following amendedresolution,

which was carried unanimously, viz.:—" That the present state of the law in regard to the extradition
of criminals escaping from one Colony to another is defective. That the Government of Queensland
be requested to prepare a Bill on the subject, which the representatives of the several Colonies
undertake—provided it is approved by their respective Law Officers—to endeavourto pass into law."

Sir HenryAyers then moved the followingresolution:—"That the Governmentsof the Australian
Colonies recommend to their respective Legislatures the passing of a uniform law relating to the
remediesto be had againstabsconding debtors, including the issuing of execution in any Colony upon
registration of the judgment from any Court of the Colony in which the cause of action arose."

Which having been fullydiscussed, the Conferenceunanimously agreed to,as amended, viz.:—" That
the present state of the law in regard to remedies to be had against absconding debtors is defective.
That the Government of South Australia be requested to prepare aBill to remedy the defects, and,
subject to the approval of their respective Law Officers, the members of this Conference will endeavour
to procure the passing of a similarBill in theirrespective Legislatures."

The draft memorial relating to Intercolonial Commercial Eeciprocity was then considered, and
certain amendments proposed therein by Mr. Innes, ordered to be printed; when the Conference
resolved to adjourn until next day, the said draft memorial and amendments to be then further
considered.

The Conference adjourned accordingly, at half-past 4 o'clock, until next day, at half-past 10.
Henet Pabkes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, 11th February, 1873.
Present:—

New South Wales: The Hon. Henry Parkes. Tasmania : The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Victoria: The Hon. J. G. Francis.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. E. Langton.

Queensland : The Hon. A. H. Palmer. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

Western Australia : The Hon. P. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at half-past 10 o'clock, the minutes of the proceedings of the 10th

instant were read and confirmed.
Mr. Innes then gavenoticeof the following motion :—" That it is desirable that a Common Tariff or

Customs Union be established between the Australian Colonies ; and the delegates present pledge
themselves to use their influence with their respective Governments to promote thatobject, provided
thisresolution receives the concurrence of a sufficient numberof members to afford a reasonable hope
that the object in view may be accomplished."

Mr. Parkes gave notice of the following motion :—" That in the event of the establishment of a
Californian Mail Service including New Zealand, which shall secure the regular delivery of mails
between a port in Australia and aport in England within forty-five days, this Conference is of opinion
thateach of the Australasian Colonies ought to contribute to the subsidy in rateable proportion to the
amount of its mail matter carried by such service."

The consideration of the draft of the proposed memorial to the Eight Honorable the Secretary of
Statefor the Colonies, on the subject of IntercolonialCommercialEeciprocity, laidbefore the Conference
on the 6th instant, was then resumed, and the first paragraph, as amended, approved.

Mr. Barlee proposed, and Mr. Francis seconded, the following motion:—" That all the words after
the first paragraph be omitted."

Whereupon Mr. Vogel proposed the following new paragraph, which having been seconded by
Mr. Eeynolds, was after discussion agreed to,viz.:—" The Conference express their earnest hope that
Her Majesty's Government will introduce, at as early a date as possible, the necessary measure of
legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference."

The amended memorial was then finally adopted as follows :—" The Eepresentatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Conference in Sydney, have
carefully considered the correspondence which has taken place between the Eight Honorable the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and their several Governments upon the subject of intercolonial
commercialreciprocity. The Conference, having given respectful attention to the arguments used by
the Secretary of State, still consider it their duty to urge upon the Imperial Government the removal
of the restrictions which preclude two or more Colonies of theAustralasian group from entering into
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arrangements for the admission of articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of
Australia or New Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually agree.

The Conference express their earnest hope that Her Majesty's Government will introduce, at as
early a date as possible, the necessary measure of legislation, to give effect to the wishes of the
Conference."

Mr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Innes seconded, the following resolution:—" That the Chairman bo
requested to move His Excellency Governor Sir Hercules Robinson to transmit a telegraphic message
to Lord Kimberley, embodying the unanimous decision of the Conference in reference to Intercolonial
commercial reciprocity, with the object that no delay may take place in the introduction of Imperial
legislation, to giveeffect to the wishes of the Conference ; " which having been putby the Chairman,
was unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Eeynolds proposed the following resolution, which was seconded by Sir Henry Ayers, and
unanimously agreed to :—" That the cost of all telegrams authorized by the Conference be defrayed
by contributions from the several Colonies, on thebasis of population."

The Conference adjourned shortly after 1 o'clock until 2.
On resuming, Mr. Wilson moved the following motion:—"That this Conference take into con-

sideration, on Monday next, the advisability of memorializingthe Home Government on the subject of
assuming the protectorate and colonization of the Fiji Islands."

When, after some discussion, he proposed, and Mr Langton seconded, the following resolution,
viz.:—"That, in the opinion of the Conference, the condition of affairs in the Fiji Islands urgently
demands, in the interest of the Australasian Colonies, as well as of the rest of the Empire, grave con-
sideration on the part of Her Majesty's Government;" which was unanimously agreed to.

The Committee appointed to consider the subject of correspondence addressed to the Conference,
drew attention to a memorialforwarded by Mr. Samuel Bennett, newspaperproprietor and publisher,
Sydney, relating to delay, disappointment, and exorbitant charges in obtaining cable messages from
England; when it was resolved that the Secretary be requested to inform Mr. Bennett that the com-
plaints contained in his communication to the Conference were not of a nature that could be investi-
gated by the Conference.

Mr. Francis then gave notice of the following motion :—" That as it is expedient there should be
uniform legislation throughout Australasia in regard to Patents, the Law Officers of the Colony of
Victoria be requested to prepare a bill on the subject, which the representatives of the several Colonies
undertake—provided it is approved by theirrespective Law Officers—to endeavour to pass into law."

Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following motion :—" That it having been represented to the Con-
ference that the settlement of Somerset has been founded in the interests of humanity for the relief of
distressed seamen, and that the sole cost of its maintenance, with the exception of £2,000 contributed
by the Imperial Government, has hitherto fallen upon Queensland,—they are of opinion that the
several Colonies of the Australian group should contribute to the support of the settlement, in propor-
tion to the tonnage of ships clearing from each Colony for ports to which the usualroute is through
Torres Straits."

Mr. Samuelproposed themotiongivenby him on Thursday last, as follows,—when, after discussion,
he proposed, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the following resolution, which was unanimously agreed to :—
" That the importation of cattle, sheep, and pigs into New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland,
South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia be prohibited for a period of two years
from all places beyond the Australasian Colonies, such prohibition to commence from and after the
publication of a notice in the London Times; and the Representatives of the various Colonies engage
to introduce into their several Legislatures such measures as may be necessary to carry out this
object."

Sir Henry Ayers then brought up a memorial to the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, on the subject of the duty charged on the admission of Colonial wines into the United
Kingdom, which, having been put from the chair paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain
particulars, was unanimously agreed to :—" To theEight Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,—

" The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania,Victoria, and Western Australia, respectfully request the Imperial Government to
take into consideration the great disadvantage under which the vine-growers of Australia labourwith
respect to the duty charged on the admission of theirwines into the United Kingdom.

" The natural alcoholic strength of Australian wines is generally in excess of 26 per cent, of proof
spirit, on which the duty of 2s. 6d. is payable, a rate which is almost prohibitory of the import of wino
from Australia into the United Kingdom.

" A large proportion of the wines of France and Germany seldom reach the standard of 2G per
cent, of proof spirit, and are thereforeadmitted at the lowest duty of Is. per gallon.

" Large quantities of wine are being produced in the Australasian Colonies, greatly in excess of
the consumption of their inhabitants, and a very considerable export could be made to the United
Kingdom if the standard of strength at which the higherduty of 2s. Gd. is charged was increased from
26 to 35 per cent, of proof spirit.

" The Representatives of the Colonies in Conference therefore trust that the Secretary of State
■will take the necessary steps to extend the limit of the standard of strength to 35 per cent, accordingly,
and thus allow such wines to be admitted at the duty of Is. per gallon, and afford encouragementto a
most important industry, in which so many colonists are engaged."

Mr. Francis then moved, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded, the following resolution, which was
unanimously agreed to, viz. :—" That information having reached the Conference that a new treatywith
France is under negotiation, it is desirable a communication be transmittedby telegraph to the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, containing the substance of the preceding address."

Messrs. Langton and Vogel then brought up an address to the Right Honorable the Secretary of
State for the Colonies on the subject of the acquisition or construction of through lines of telegraphic
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communication between Great Britain, India, and Australasia; which having been put from the chair
paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain particulars, was unanimously agreed to as follows i—" The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and "Western Australia, in Conference assembled, in forwarding to the
Eight Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the resolution attached (which passed the
Conference unanimously), desire to impress upon his Lordship their sense of its urgency and im-
portance.

"The Governments of all the Australasian Colonies have taken charge of the lines of telegraphic
communication in their respective Colonies. Experience has shown that this course has enabled far
greater facilities to be offered to those using the telegraph, and at lower rates, than if the lines had
been permitted to pass into private hands, or into the hands of public companies. Her Majesty's
Government have recently acquired the land lines within the United Kingdom; and the Conference
believe, from the information they possess, that the change has been attended with success.

" They are of opinion that the arguments which may be used in favour of Governments taking
charge of the land lines within their territories, apply with more force to their taking charge of the
means ofcommunication between the separate parts of the same Empire.

" The national objects served are too obvious to need comment. It is submitted that they are
sufficiently strong to be worthy of consideration, even supposing the communication wouldhave to be
maintained at somepecuniary cost.

"But the proposal made by the Conference will in all probability not involve a loss. On the
contrary, it may equally be urged on the ground of economy as on that of good government. Her
Majesty's subjects in the United Kingdom, India, and Australasia have now to use the lines in the
hands of Joint Stock Companies, who look for rates to yield their shareholders from ten to fifteen per
cent. If the Governments acquired the lines, they could obtain money at about four per cent.;
besides that, by the use of Her Majesty's ships the lines could be maintained at less than the present
cost of maintenance. The Governments would therefore be able to offer the use of the telegraph at
lower rates than Joint Stock Companies are inclined to do. When it is considered how materially
telegraphic communication promotes the prosperity of the countries enjoying it, it may without
exaggeration be asserted that the proposal made by the Conference is onein the interest of a large
portion ofHer Majesty's subjects.

" The Conference would prefer that Her Majesty's Government should elaborate the details ; and
they merely throw out as a suggestion, that the Imperial Government, in conjunction with the Govern-
ments of India and the Australasian Colonies, should jointly acquire or construct a through line
between the United Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand, and by way of Her Majesty's Indian.
Possessions."

Sir Henry Ayers then moved,—" That as inconvenience is caused through letters to the various
Australian Colonies posted for despatch by sea or overland, intercolonially, being charged at different
rates of postage, one uniform rate be adopted of threepence for all letters, whether despatched overland
orby ship; also, that the several Australian Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and book
packets, whether for despatch by sea or overland, iutercolonially, viz. ;—

s. d.
Not exceeding 1 oz. ... ... ... ... 0 1
1 oz. but not exceeding 2 oz. ... ... ... 0 2
2oz. „ ilb. ... ... ... 0 4
ilb. „ i%>. ... ... ... 0 8
i Rj. „ fib. ... ... ... 1 0
fib. „ lib. ... ... ... 1 4

and so on, increasing 4d. for each i Ib. orfraction of-£ ft."
After discussion, the motion was amended as follows, and agreed to:—"That as inconvenience is

caused through letters to the various Australian Colonies posted for despatch by sea or overland,
intercolonially, being charged at different rates of postage, this Conference are of opinion that one
uniform rate should be adopted of twopence for all letters, whether despatched overland orby ship ;
also, that the several Australian Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and book packets, whether
for despatch by sea or overland, intercolonially, to come into operation on Ist January, 1874, viz.:—

s. d.
Not exceeding 1 oz. ... ... ... ... 0 1
1 oz. but not exceeding 2 oz. ... ... ... 0 2
2 oz. „ ilb. ... ... ... 0 4
ilb. „ IK 0 8
ilb. „ fib. 1 0
fib. „ lib. ... ... ... 1 4

and so on, increasing 4d. for each J Ib. or fraction of i ib."
The Eepresentatives of Tasmania and Western Australia did not vote.
The Eepresentatives of New Zealand also did not vote.
At the same time, they desired it to be recorded that they will recommend the adoption of the

resolutions to their Governments.
Mr. Samuel then proposed the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Langton, and

agreedto :—" That whereas letters which are too late for post are frequently handed to the captains
and the passengers of vessels trading between the Australasian Colonies to post at their port of desti-
nation, which letters, although they bear the required amount of postage stamps, are subjected to the
payment of further postage in the Colony to which they areaddressed,—the Conference are of opinion
that the captains of vessels should be permitted to have abox orbag for the reception of letters after
the post shall have closed, and such letters, provided they bear the proper amount of postage stamps
of the Colony in which they originate, including the late fee, shall be received at the Post Offices of the
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several Colonies,and deliveredto the persons to whom they may be addressed without any additional
charge. Stamps to be defaced in the Post Office of the Colony to which they areforwarded. Tocome
into operation after 31st March next."

The Conference then directed that the two addresses to the Secretary of State should be
engrossed.

The Conference adjourned at half-past 4 o'clock, until the next day at 11 o'clock
Heubt Paekes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, "Wednesday, 12th February, 1873.
Present:—

New South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. South Australia: The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

New Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania : The Hon. F. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Eeynolds. The Hon. J. M. Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria : The Hon. J. G. Prancis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Hon. P. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at 11 o'clock, the minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read

and confirmed.
The Committee appointed to consider the desirability of constituting a General Board to supervise

the lighting of the Australasian coasts, brought up their report, which, after being considered by the
Conference, was unanimously adopted, on the motion of Mr. Samuel, as follows :—" The Committee
appointed to consider the desirability of constituting a General Board to supervise the lighting of the
Australasian coasts, report that in their opinion the time has scarcely arrived for the creation of an
independent Board with executive functions, but that it is desirable a meeting should be convened,
consisting of the principal officers of the Marine Departments of the several Colonies; that the duties
of such officers shall be to report to the Australasian Governments upon the state of the coast lights,
their managementwith regard to economy and efficiency, also where, in their judgment, new lights are
required, and further to indicate the proportion in which the several Colonies should contribute to the
maintenance of those lights which may be considered highway lights, in distinctionfrom those that are
merely local. The Committee recommend thatas soon as the Governments interested have appointed
their respective officers, their names be forwarded to the Government of New South Wales, whose
officer shall be authorized to convene the projected meeting."

Mr. Francis gave notice that he would move, on the next day of meeting:—" That as it is very
essentiala first-class lighthouse should be established at Cape Bridgewater, on the south-west coast of
Victoria, adjoining the Colony of South Australia, it is desirable the same should be erected, at the
joint cost of Victoria and South Australia, and be afterwards maintained by contributions from the
various Australasian Colonies, based on the amount of tonnageof each Colony using the said light."

Mr. Parkes moved the following resolution:—"That in the event of the establishment of a
Californian Mail Service, including New Zealand, which shall secure the regular delivery of mails
between a port in Australia and a port in England within forty-five days, this Conference is of opinion
that each of the Australasian Colonies ought to contribute to the subsidy in rateable proportion to the
amount of its mail matter carried by such service."i

After discussion, it was moved by Mr. Langton, and seconded by Mr. Vogel:—" That in the
opinion of the Conference it is not desirable to reopen the Postal question."

The Chairman then put the following motion:—" That the words proposed to be omitted stand
part of the question ;" when it was negatived on the following division :—

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Prancis,
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Langton,
Mr. Samuel, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Parkes. Mr. Reynolds,

Mr. Barrow.
Sir Henry Ayers, Mr. Innes, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Barlee, declined to vote.
The amendmentwas then put and carried.
Mr. Barrowmoved,—" That is desirable to terminate,as soon as possible, the present system of the

collection of CustomsDuties on the River Murray, and to substitute the payment of lump sums in
lieu ofduties, the amounts to be arranged by the Colonies concernedon an equitable basis." Seconded
by Mr. Langton, and carried nem. con.

Mr. Innes then moved,—" That it is desirable that a Common Tariff or Customs Union be
established between the Australian Colonies ; and the delegates present pledge themselves to use
their influence wit^h their respective Governments to promote that object, provided this resolution
receives the concurrence ofa sufficient number of members to afford areasonable hope that the object
in view may beaccomplished." Seconded by Mr. Wilson.

When, after discussion, in which Mr. Samuel proposed the words " based upon the principles of
free trade" after the word " Tariff," in the first line, the following amended resolution was proposed:—
" (1.) That it is desirable that a Common Tariff, based upon the principles of free trade, and a
Customs Union, be established between the Australian Colonies ; and the delegates present pledge
themselves to use their influence with their respective Governments to promote these objects, provided
this resolution receives the concurrence of a sufficient number of members to afford a reasonable hope
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that the objects in view may be accomplished. (2.) That the policy of free trade, as contemplated by
this resolution, limits the imposition of taxesto revenue purposes only."

Mr. Francis moved the previous question.
The Chairman thenput the following motion :—" That the question be now put," which was carried

in the affirmative, on the following division:—
Ayes. Noes.

Mr. Innes, Mr. Francis,
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Langton,
Sir Henry Ayers, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Barrow, Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Barlee, Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Samuel, Mr. Palmer.
Mr. Parkes.

The resolution, as amended, was put and carried, the division being the same as before.
Mr. Francis proposed, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded, the following resolution, which was unani-

mously agreed to :—" That a Sub-Committeebe appointed to consider and report upon the expediency
of adopting a uniform system of Excise Duties throughout Australasia; such Committee to consist of
Messrs. Samuel, Langton, Vogel, and Barrow."

Mr. Francis proposed the following motion, which was carried unanimously:—" That as it is
expedient there should be uniform legislation throughout Australasia in regard to Patents, the Law
Officers of the Colony of Victoriaberequested to prepare aBill on the subject, which the representa-
tives of the several Colonies undertake—provided it is approvedby their respective Law Officers—to
endeavourto pass into law." '

Mr. Palmer moved,-—" That it having been represented to the Conference that the settlement of
Somerset has been founded in the interests of humanity for the relief of distressed seamen, and that
the sole cost of its maintenance, with the exception of £2,000 contributed by the Imperial Govern-
ment, has for many years fallen upon Queensland,—they are of opinion that the several Colonies of
the Australian group should contribute to the support of the settlement in proportion to the tonnage
of ships clearing from each Colony for ports to which the usual route is through Torres Straits."
Which after having been amended to read as follows, was, on the motion of Mr. Palmer, seconded by
Mr. Wilson, unanimously agreed to :—

" That it having been represented to the Conference that the settlement of Somerset has been
founded in the interests of humanity for the relief of distressed seamen, and that the sole cost ofits
maintenance, with the exception of £2,000 contributed by the Imperial Government, has for many
years fallen upon Queensland,—they are of opinion that the several Colonies of the Australasian
group should contribute to the support of the settlement in proportion to the tonnage of ships
clearing from each Colony for ports to which the route is through Torres Straits, and that such repre-
sentations should be made to the Imperial Government as may induce them to continue the subsidy
which they have paid for the last two years."

Mr. Palmer proposed, and Mr. Thompson seconded, the following resolution: —"That the
Chairman berequested to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
through His Excellency the Governor."—Carried unanimously.

The Conference then appointed a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Parkes, Langton, and Barrow,
to draw up the report of the business brought before the Conference.

The Conference adjourned at half-past 4 o'clock, until Friday, at 9 o'clock.
Heney Paekes,

Chairman.

At the Treasury, Sydney, Friday, 14th February, 1873.
Present:—

2few South Wales : The Hon. Henry Parkes. South Australia : The Hon. Sir Henry Ayers.
The Hon. Saul Samuel. The Hon. J. H. Barrow.

JSTew Zealand: The Hon. Julius Vogel. Tasmania : The Hon. P. M. Innes.
The Hon. W. H. Reynolds. The Hon. J. M. "Wilson.

Queensland: The Hon. A. H. Palmer. Victoria : The Hon. J. Or. Francis.
The Hon. J. M. Thompson. The Hon. E. Langton.

Western Australia: The Hon. F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at half-past 9 o'clock, the minutes of the proceedings of the 12th
instant were read and confirmed.

Mr. Parkes (the Chairman) informed the conference that His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson
had duly forwarded to the Eight Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies the telegram on the
subject of Intercolonial commercial reciprocity, forwarded to him for that purpose on the 11th instant.

Mr. Palmer proposed, and Mr. Reynolds seconded, thefollowingresolution, which wasagreed to :—" That the minutes being silent as to the votes given on Mr. Langton's motion, No. 5, of the
proceedings of the 7th instant, the motion be now put with a view to supply the deficiency."

And the same having been put, resulted in the following division :—5—A. 3.
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Ages. Noes.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Reynolds,
Sir Henry Ayers, Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Barrow, Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Barlee. Mr. Parkes.

Mr. Innes did not vote.
The numbers being equal, and the Chairman not having a casting vote,no decision was arrived at.
Mr. Francis moved:—" That, as it is very essential a first-class lighthouse should be established

at Cape Bridgewater, on the south-west coast of Victoria, adjoining the Colony of South Australia, it
is desirable the same should be erected, at the joint cost of Victoria and South Australia, andbe after-
wards maintained by contributions from the various Australasian Colonies, based on theamount of
tonnageof each Colony using the said light."

When, after discussion, Mr. Barrow proposed, and SirHenry Ayers seconded, the following amended
resolution, which was carried unanimously:—" That, as it is very essential a first-class lighthouse
should bo established at Cape Bridgewater, on the south-west coast of Victoria, adjoining the Colony
of South Australia, this Conference determine to refer this question to the immediateconsiderationof
the Committee to be appointed on the subject of lighthouses, the Victorian delegateshaving expressed
theirwillingness to pay half the cost of the erection, and to contribute to its maintenance in proportion
to the tonnage of Victorian shipping using the light."

Mr. Vogel proposed the following Resolution, but did not press the same, in consequence of the
Chairman (Mr. Parkes) considering that it was not fair to New South Wales:—" That immediately
before the report of the Conference is signed, theresolutions which have been carried on postal services
be telegraphed to the Secretaryof State for the Colonies, with a statement showing what Colonies have
voted for and againsteach resolution, and a request that his Lordship will communicate theresolutions
to the Agents-General of the several Australasian Colonies. The telegram also to state that the
Hon. Mr. Parkes desired the Secretary of State to know that the representatives of New South Wales
handed in a protest against the change of terminus."

The Committee appointed to draw up the report of the proceedings of the Conference submitted
the same, which having been read over paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain particulars,
was finally approved, and signed by the members of the Conference.

Mr. Francis proposed, and Mr. Vogel seconded, the following resolution :—" That thethanks of the
Conference be given to the Chairman, Mr. Parkes, for the great services he has rendered in the arduous
and important position he has occupied as Chairman of the Conference,"—which was unanimously
carried.

Mr. Eeynolds proposed, and Mr. Barleeseconded, the followingresolution :—" That the Chairman
be requested to convey the thanks of the Conference to A. C. Budge, Esq., Clerk of the Executive
Council, for the efficient services rendered by him as Secretary."

The Conference then adjourned sine die.
Hewbt Pabkes,

Chairman.

Return of the specified and actual Days of Arrival and Departure of the Contract Steamers of the
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company during the year 1872, showing the Number
of Days taken in the Passage from and to London, via Suez and Brindisi, and via Suez and
Southampton.

\_Laid lefore the Conference hy Mr. Samuel.]SDFASD



35 A.—3

Retttbn' showing the Dates of Arrival at and Der.
the Tear 1871 conveyed Mails by way of .
and California, with the Number of Days o<
London.

iarture from Sydney of the Steamers which during
New Zealand and California, and by way of Fij
2cupied in the transit of the Mails to and frorx

Arrival at Sydney, via New Zealand and !alifornia. Departure from Sydney, viaNew Zealand ai Ld California.

Name of Vessel. Date.

Number of
Days occupied

in transit of
Mails from

London.

Name ofVessel. Date.

Number of
Days occupied
in transit of

Mails to
London.

*Wonga Wonga
* City of Melbourne
*Wonga Wonga
* City ofMelbourne ...
t Nevada (per James Paterson,

from New Zealand)
* Wonga Wonga

19 Jan.
19 Feb.
23 Mar.
21 April
15 May

56
57
61
57
58

* Wonga Wonga
* City of Melbourne
* Wonga Wonga
+ Nebraska
f Nebraska
"(■Nevada ...
t Nebraska
t Nevada ...

31 Jan.
28 Feb.

1 April
9 June

29 Sept.
28 Oct.
25 Nov.
23 Dec.

01
62
59
57

r>8
59
68
77

t Nebraska ...
t Nevada (per Hero, from New

Zealand)
+ Nebraska (per James Paterson,

from New Zealand)
* Nevada(per Lord Ashley, from

New Zealand)
t Nebraska...
t Nevada ...
+ Nebraska...
+ Nevada ...

23 May

6 June
15 July

No English
Mail.
52
72

5 Aug. 65

9 Sept. 72
18 Sept.
19 Oct.
13 Nov.
15 Dec.

53
56
53
67

Via Fiji and California. Via Fiji and Ci tlifornia.

City of Melbourne
Wonga Wonga
City of Adelaide
City of Melbourne
Wonga Wonga

24 July

25 Aug.
7 Sept.

19 Oct.
13 Nov.

No English
Mail.

City ofMelbourne ...
Wonga Wonga
City ofAdelaide
City of Melbourne ...
Wonga Wonga

4 May
1 June
1 July
2 Aug.
31 Aug.

I

54
60
50
55
57H

)>

" Under contract of California, New Zealand,and Ai
tSteamPackets of the United States,New Zealand,

lia, New Zealand,
ed States,New Z(

and Australian Line of Mail SteamPackets.
>aland, and Australian Steamship Company.

ing the Number of Letters, &c, Despatched and
rigation Company's Steamships between Galle ai

1 and Received by the Peninsular
lie and Sydney, and the Cost of C<

Return show
Na-

Received by t
Ld Sydney, and

and Oriental Steam
inveyance.

\_Laid before the Conferenceence oy Mr. Samuel.]hy Mr. Samuel.

Colonies.

Number
of

Letters
Inwards
and Out-
wards.*

Service
to

Point-de-
GaUe.

Service
between

Point-de-
Galle and

King George's
Sound.

Service
between

King George's
Soundand
Melbourne.

Service
between

Melbourne
and Sydney.

Moiety
of

Cost of
Mail

Boies and
M:iilBags.|

Moiety
of

Expense
of Naval
Agents in
charge of

Mails.

Propor-
tion of Cost
ofSpecial
Packets
between

Dover and
Calais.

Estimated
Number
of News-

papers In-
wards and
Outwards
via South-
ampton.*

Egyptian
Transit Kate

on N e"ws-
papers via

South-
ampton.

Totals.

1866.
Victoria
New South Wales
South Australia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
WeBternAustralia

No.
1,094,668

475,302
251,423
7S8.843
82,176

242,124
31,641

£ s. d.
6,12210 10
2,658 7 0
1,406 3 10
4,244 4 5

■159 12 8
1,354 4 11

193 16 4

£ s. a.
14,108 1 8
6,12512 0
3,240 6 4
0,77918 0
1,059 2 7
3,120 11 4

446 12 2

£ b. d.
6,504 6 11
2,824 0 4

4,50818 1
488 7 6

1,43813 0

£ s. d.

2,17716 9

3,477 1 2

£ s. d.
641 7 8
279 15 8
147 19 11
416 13 10

48 7 6
142 10 8
20 7 11

£ 8. d.
120 2 3
25 3 0
27 11 9
83 6 3

9 0 4
26 11 4

3 16 1

£ s. d.
78 4 3
33 19 2
17 19 3
64 4 6
5 17 5
17 6 0
2 9 6

No.
916,320
370,320
197,520
689,040
109,680
164,640
40,080

£ b. d.
1,197 3 4

483 16 7
258 0 11
900 4 4
143 6 11
215 1 9

62 7 2

£ s. d.
28,774IB 11
14,«35 10 6
5,098 1 0

33,484 9 6
2,213 13 11
7,424 7 -1

719 9 2
1,109" 8 4

2,939,180 16,439 0 0 37,880 3 1 15,764 5 10 6,764 6 3 1,730 3 2 322 10 0 210 0 0 2,487,600 3,250 0 0 82,360 8 i

1867.
Victoria
New South Wales
SouthAustralia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
WesternAustralia

1,076,799
468,494
267,711
64,598
79,421

251,032
35,442

7,925 9 3
3,448 4 4
1,970 8 3

401 17 0
584 11 1

1,84712 10
260 17 3

18,09714 11
7,87319 5
4,409 8 3

917 12 6
1,33416 6
4,219 1 10

595 13 7

8,714 8 2
3,791 9 4

441 17 1
642 14 11

2,031 11 6

723 16 2
4,33817 0 293 6 7

16-1 10 2
175 17 7 40 0 11

89 2 9
2,324 17 6 143 1 10

34 12 7

155 9 8
67 12 7
38 13 2

7 17 8
11 9 6
36 5 0
6 2 5

101 4 11
44 1 0
25 3 6
6 2 8
7 9 4

21 12 0
3 6 8

821,446
331,976
177,008
78,438
98,324

147,598
35,930

1,578 19 6
638 2 6
340 7 2
150 15 6
188 19 11
283 14 2
69 1 3

37,297 2 7
20,495 11 9
7,038 10 5
2,141 0 11
2,859 4 0

10,909 16 7
968 13 9

2,233,497 16,439 0 0 37,638 7 0 15,622 1 0 6,83912 0 1,488100 322 10 0 210 0 0 1,690,780 3,250 0 0 81,710 0 0

The number of letters and n< rspapers are those of the precedingyear in each case; thus the number stated against ,the year 18G6is the number posted in tin
year 1865.
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:tjen show:ing the °N°- iber of Letters, &c.—co; \tinued.

Colonies. J ■'
Number

of
Letters
Iuwards

and Out-
wards.*

Service
to

Point-de-
GaUe.

Service
between

Point-de-
Galle and

King George's
Sound.

Service
between

King George's
Soundand

Melbourne.

Service
between

Melbourne
and Sydney.

Moiety
of

Cost of
Mail

Boxes andj
MailBags.

Moiety
of

Expense
of Naval

Agentsin
charge of

Mails.

Propor-
tion of Cost
of Special
Packets
between

Dover and
Calais.

Estimated
Number
of News-

papers In-
wards and
Outwards
via South-
ampton.*

Egyptian
Transit Hate

on News-
papers via

South-
ampton.

Totals.

*1868. No. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ a. (1. No. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Victoria
New South Wales
South Australia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
Western Australia

965,193
390,355
246,727
102,545
75,410

203,635
35,963

11,74317 5
4,74910 7
3,002 0 0
1,24715 0

917 12 0
2,47713 0

437 12 0

19,109 2 2
7,728 6 9
4,88414 10
2.030 4 3
1,49219 8
4.031 12 4

712 0 0

9,246 13 5
3,73913 0

882 7 11
722 8 10

1,95016 10

4,083 4 11

1,07213 2

430 1 9
173 18 9
109 18 10
45 13 10
33 12 1
90 14 9
16 0 6

154 2 6
62 6 7
39 7 9
16 7 5
12 0 9
32 10 3
5 14 9

52 11 5
21 5 2
13 8 9
5 11 8
4 2 1

11 1 t
1 19 2

1,644,543
589,013
392,440
619,057
176,060
275,403

96,143

1,409 5 5
604 14 11
336 5 11
630 9 10
150 17 5
235 19 7

82 6 11

42,145 14 1
21,063 0 2
8,385 16 1
6,931 3 1
3,333 12 10

10,960 10 5
1,255 13 4

2,130' 1 11

2,019,828 24,576 0 0 39,989 0 0 16,642 0 0 7,286 0 0 900 0 0 322 10 0 110 0 0 3,792,659 3,250 0 0 93,075 10 0

1869.
Victoria
New South Wales
South Australia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
WesternAustralia

964,621
313,937
224,695
64,445
72,438

175,163
35,490

13,19411 10
4,294 3 11
3,07310 10

881 10 6
990 17 1

2,39516 10
485 9 0

21,11314 9
6,871 9 5
4,918 2 10
1,41011 5
1,58510 5
3,83315 1

776 16 1

10,22413 11
3,327 12 4

683 1 4
767 2 6

1,856 9 11

4,186° 2 8

859 6 7

338 15 7
110 5 3
78 18 3
22 12 7
25 8 9
61 10 4
12 9 3

168 1 10
54 14 3
39 3 2
11 4 7
12 12 6
30 10 3
6 3 6

78 3 8
25 8 10
18 4 4
5 4 4
5 17 4

14 4 0
2 17 6

1,624,694
620,500
369,153
601,129
222,616
264,389

70,290

1,437 14 7
549 0 6
326 14 7
443 9 11
196 17 10
233 19 4

62 3 4

46,555 16 2
19,418 17 1
8,454 14 0
4,317 1 3
3,684 6 4

10,761 16 6
1,345 18 8

2,33510 9

1,850,782 25,316 0 0 40,510 0 0 16,859 0 0 7,381 0 0 650 0 0 322 10 0 150 0 0 3,672,771 3,250 0 0 94,438 10 0

1870.
Victoria
New South Wales
South Australia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
Western Australia

990,164
414,4-16
221,936
559,046
71,206

178,351
35,774

10,14417 7
4,246 5 1
2,27317 8
5,72714 11

729 7 1
1,827 6 2

366 11 6

16,23311 6
6,79414 10
3,63812 2
9,165 7 9
1,167 1 10
2,924 0 3

386 11 8

7,54210 2
3,157 0 3

4,258 9 10
542 8 2

1,35811 7

2,65515 4

3,682° 7 3

120 4 6
60 6 5
26 18 11
67 17 6

8 12 10
21 13 1

4 6 10

129 4 8
', 64 1 10! 28 19 4

72 19 4
9 5 10

23 5 7
4 13 6

50 1 10
20 19 4
11 4 7
28 5 7
3 12 0
9 0 6
1 16 3

1,871,923
702,4*7
404,791

1,098,465
219,508
277,865
73,369

1,308 15 6
491 2 2
283 0 10
768 0 2
153 9 4
194 5 8
51 6 4

35,529 6 8
17,470 6 3
6,262 13 6

23,671 2 4
2,613 17 1
7,501 0 2
1,015 6 01,14217 5

2,470,923 25,316 0 0 40,510 0 0 16,859 0 0 7,381 0 0 300 0 0 322 10 0 125 0 0 4,648,368 3,250 0 0 94,063 10 0

1871.Victoria
New South Wales
Sonth Australia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
WesternAustralia

1,012,860
404,240
208,610
183,585
70,678

176,225
34,249

13,798 11 2
5,508 0 8
2,842 6 1
2,500 10 11

962 12 6
2,40017 3

467 1 5

19,627 1 11
7,83412 8
4,04218 0
3,556 15 7
1,369 4 9
3,41419 10

664 7 3

9,242 2 1
3,68815 0

1,67515 8
644 0 3

1,608 7 0

3,905 5 9

1,77313 1

96 18 0
38 13 7
19 19 2
17 11 2
6 15 3

16 17 3
3 5 7

156 5 0
62 7 6
32 3 9
28 6 4
10 18 0

27 3 8
5 5 9

1,035,721
730,578
387,498
432,950
248,027
292,957
66,039

1,494 7 0
694 8 6
315 5 0
352 6 0
201 16 6
238 4 6

63 12 6

44,415 6 2
21,632 3 8
7,25212 0
9,904 18 9
3,195 7 3
9,408 10 8
1,19312 6

1,702' 1 2

2,090,446 28,480 0 0 40,510 0 0 16,859 0 7,381 0 0 200 10 0 322 0 0 3,993,770 3,250 0 0 97,00210 0

1872.
Victoria
New South Wales
South Australia...
New Zealand
Tasmania
Queensland
WesternAustralia

982,600
304,830
197,880
45,160
70,340

179,445
33,375

14,700 10 5
5,907 0 9
2,960 9 11

675 10 11
1,052 6 9
2,68416 2

499 5 1

20,829 0 2
8,369 12 4
4,194 13 11

957 3 6
1,491 0 10
3,804 1 7

707 7 9

9,866 9 6
3,966 1 3

463 8 9
707 0 7

1,80119 11

4,686°161
536° 0 8

77 8 6
31 2 3
16 11 10
3 11 2
5 10 10

14 2 10
2 12 7

36 2 8
14 10 4
7 5 6
1 13 2
2 11 9
6 12 0
14 7

1,519,222
618,054
321,488
90,139

188,216
260,883
67,298

1,616 4 6
657 9 6
341 18 0

95 17 6
200 4 0
277 11 0

60 15 6

47,125 15 9
23,631 12 6
7,519 19 2
2,723 6 7
3,458 14 9

10,719 6 9
1,271 5 6

2,130 3 3

1,903,630 28,480 0 0 40,353 0 0 16,794 0 0 7,353 0 0 150 0 0 70 0 0 3,055,300 3,250 0 0 96,450 0 0

* The number of letters and newspapers are thoBe of the preceding year in each case; thus the ni
year 1865.

iber stated against the year 1866 is the number posted in thl

RETtTEN showing the Number of Letters, &c, Despatched and E
between Sydney and San Francisco, and the

ipatched and Ke&
mcisco, and the C

ceived by the Steamships conveying Mails
Cost of Conveyance.

[Laid before the Conference by Mrmference by Mr. £Samuel.]

Despatched. Eeceiived.

fear. Eoute. "Inltercolonial. foreign. * Intercolonial. tForeign. Cost of Conveyance.

Letters.!
I

"***■" p^S. Letters.!^ '^et..|pNa;--. Letters. P«ket,.|p^ c
PS.

1871 ria California 4,802 Iff ■1,004 25,844 17,310 7,259 Me 5,375 12,506 n« 9,748

New South Wales contributed at
the rate of £10,000per annum to
a contract entered into by New
Zealand with the Californian,
New Zealand, and Australian
Line of Mail Packets,between
Sydney and San Francisco, via
New Zealand, which contract
terminated in April, 1871.

New South Wales contributed at
the rate of £15,000to a line of
packets between Sydney and San
Francisco, via Fiji, established
by H. H. Hall. Esq., which com-
menced in May, 1871,and ter-
minated in November, 1871.

* i he tej

this i
i "Intel*colonial"

)lies to al
appli.
corrc

to Austi
londcnce

-alias ant

other th
New i
u that

Zealand
for the

>rrespon(
Australia!

Lence.
l Colonittl The tc inn "Foireign" h turn ap] and New Zealand.
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Memobaxdum laid before the Conference by Mr. Samuel on the estimated Cost of the three Mail
Services to Europe.

Estimated Cost of three Mail Lines from Europe.
1. Galle and Sydney, viaKing George's Sound, Glenelg, and Melbourne £100,000
2. San Francisco and Melbourne, via Honolulu and Fiji, and including

Service to New Zealand ... ... ... ... ... 60,000
3. Singapore, Batavia, and Sydney, via Brisbane and Queensland ports 25,000

£185,000
Less estimated subsidies or contributions from—

The Imperial Government ... ... £60,000
Honolulu ... ... ... ... 5,000
Fiji .., ... ... ... ... 3,000

68,000

£117,000

Iettjen of tl
&c.

le JSfumber of Letters, &c, J
by the Packets of the Peni:

teceived from and Despatch
isular and Oriental Steam ]

d to the East Indies,
avigation Company.

m,

[Laid before tl e Conference by Mr. Samue: ■]

Received. Despatched. Total.

Ybas.
Letters. Newspapers. Letters. Newspapers. Letters. Newspapers.

1872 9,702 13,457 8,281 13,093 17,983 26,550

[Laid before the Conferem;e by Mr. Samuel.]
No. 1.

"epabtube from London and Arrival at Sydney and
at Sydney, alternatii

Melbourne, Departure from London and Arrivi
lg every fourteen days.

Via Brindisi. Via California.

46 day* to Melbourne. 49 days to Sydney. 48 days to Sydney. 51 days to Melbourne.

Leave. Arrive. Leave. Arrive.

London,
Friday, 8.50 p.m.

Melbourne,
Tuesday, 9 p.m.

Sydney,
Friday, 3 p.m.

London,
Friday, 8.50p.ra.

Sydney,
Thursday.

Melbourne,
Sunday.

24 Jan., 1873
21 Feb., „
21 Mar., „
18 April, „
16 May, „
13 June, „
11 July, „
8 Aug., „
5 Sept., „
3 Oct., „

31 Oct., „
28 Not., „
26 Dec, „

11 Mar., 1873
8 April, „
6 May, „
3 June, „
Uuly, „

29 July, „
26 Aug., „
23 Sept., „
21 Oct., „
18 Not., „
16 Dec, „
13 Jan., 1874
16 Feb., „

14 Mar., 1873
11 April, „
9 May, „
6 June, „
4 July, „
1 Aug., „

29 Aug., „
26 Sept., „
24 Oct., „
21 Not., „
19 Dec, „
16 Jan., 1874
13 Feb.,

7 Feb., 1873
7 Mar., „
4 April, „
2 May, „

30 May, „
27 June, „
25 July,
22 Aug., „
19 Sept., „
17 Oct.,
14 Not., „
12 Dec,
9 Jan., 1874

27 Mar., 1873
24 April, „
22 May, „
19 June, „
17 July,
14 Aug., „
11 Sept., „
9 Oct.,
6 Nov., „
4 Dec, „
1 Jan., 1874

29 Jan., „
27 Fob., „

30 Mar., 1873
27 April, „
25 May, „
22 June, „
20 July, „
17 Aug., „
14 Sept., „
12 Oct., „
9 Not., „
7 Dec, „
4 Jan., 1874
1 Feb.,
1 Mar., „
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No. 2
Depabttjbe from Sydney and Melbourne and Arrival i

at London, alternating e'
it London, Departure from Sydney and Arrival
rery fourteen days.

Via Brindisi. Via California.

*8 days from Sydney and 46 days from Melbourne7 times in the year,and
50 days from Sydney and 47 days from Melbourne for remaining6 times. 48 days from Sydney. SI days fro: Melbourne.

Leave. Arrive. Leave. ivt>.

Sydney,
Tuesday, 11 a.m.

Melbourne,
Friday, 2 p.m.

London,
Monday, 2 a.m.

Melbourne,
Saturday.

Sydney,
Tuesday.

London,
Mouday.

28 Jan., 1873
25 Feb., „
25 Mar., „
20 April, „

Sun. 18 May, „
15 June, „
13 July, „
10 Aug., „
7 Sept., „

Tue«. 7 Oct., „
4 Nov., „
2 Dec, „

30 Dec, „

31 Jan., 1873
28 Feb., „
28 Mar., „
23 April, „

Wed. 21 May, „
18 June, „
16 July, „
13 Aug., „
10 Sept., „

Fri. 10 Oct., „
7 Nov., „
5 Dec, „
2 Jan., 1874

17Mar., 1873
14 April, „
12 May, „
9 June,- „
7 July, „
4Aug., „
1 Sept., „

29 Sept., „
27 Oct., „
24Nov., „
22 Dec, „
19 Jan., 1874
16 Feb., „

8 Feb., 1873
5 April, „
3 May, „

31 May,
8 Mar., „

28 June, „
26July, „
23 Aug., „
20 Sept., „
18 Oct., „
15 Nov., „
13 Dec, „
10 Jan., 1874

11 Feb., 1873
11 Mar.,
8 April, „
6 May „
3 June, „
1 July, „

29 July, „
26 Aug., „
23 Sept., „
21 Oct., „
18 Nov., „
16 Dec, „
13 Jan., 1874

31 Mar., 1873
28 April, „
26 May, „
23 June, „
21 July, „
18 Aug., „
15 Sept., „
13 Oct., „
10 Nov., „
8 Dec, „
5 Jan., 1874
2 Feb., „
2 Mar., „

No. '"
DepabttjEE from Sydney and Melbourne and A:

alternating every
ival at London, Departure from Melbourne,
ourteen days.

ViaBrindiei. Via California.

48 days from Sydney and 45 days from Melbourne 7 times in the year, and
60 daya from Sydney and 47 dayB from Melbourne for remaining6 times. 48 days from Sydney. 51 days froi Melbourne.

Leave Arrive. Leave. Arrive.

Sydney,
Tuesday, 11 a.m.

Melbourne,
Friday, 2p.m.

London,
Monday, 2 a.m.

Melbourne,
Friday, 2p.m.

Sydney,
Monday.

London,
Sunday.

28 Jan., 1873
25 Feb., „
25 Mar., „

Sun. 20 April, „
18 May, „
15 June, ,,
13 July, „
10 Aug., „
7 Sept., „

Tues. 7 Oct., „
4 Not., „
2 Dec, „

30 Dec, „

31 Jan., 1873
28 Feb., „
28 Mar., „

Wed. 23 April, „
21 May, „
18 June, „
16 July, „
13 Aug., „
10 Sept., „

Fri. 10 Oct., „
1Not., „
5 Dec, „
2 Jan., 1874

17 Mar., 1873
14 April, „
12 May, „
9 June, „
7 July, „
4 Aug., „
1 Sept., „

29 Sept., „
27 Oct., „
24 Not., „
22 Dec, „
19 Jan., 1874
16 Feb., „

14 Feb., 1873
14 Mar., „
11 April, „
9 May, „
6 June, „
4 July, „
lAug, „

29 Aug., „
26 Sept., „
24 Oct., „
21 Not., „
19 Dec, „
17 Jan., 1874

17 Feb., 1873
17 Mar., „
14 April, „
12 May, „
9 June, „
7 July, „
4 Aug., „
1 Sept., „

29 Sept., „
27 Oct., „
24 Not., „
22 Dec, „
20 Jan., „

6 April, 1873
4 May, „
1 June, „

29 June, „
27 July, „
24 Aug., „
21 Sept., „
19 Oct., „
16 Nov., „
14 Dec, „
11 Jan., 1874
8 Feb., „
8 Mar., „
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The Hon. J. Vogel and the Hon. W. H. Reynolds to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey of
New South "Wales.

Sib,— Sydney, New South "Wales, 30th January, 1873.
In order that you may be at liberty to use the information outside the Conference, we"now

beg to make proposals respecting the Californian Service, in the form which we have already described
to you.

No. - -i.

Abbital at Melbourne from London and Sydne;
fourteen d

; Arrival alternating at Melbourne every
iys.

Via Brindisi. Via Oalifomia.

48 days to Melbourne. 49 dayi to Sydney. 48 dayi to Sydney. 51 dayt to Mnlbonrne.

LeaTe. ArriTe. Leare. Arrire.

London,
Friday, 8-50p.m.

Melbourne,
Tuefday, 9 p.m.

Sydney,
Friday.

London,
Sunday.

Sydney,
Saturday.

Melbourne,
Tattidaj.

21 Jan., 1873
21 Feb., „
21 Mar., „
18 April, „
16 May, „
13 June, „
11 July, „
8 Aug., „
6 Sept., „
3 Oct., „

31 Oct., „
28 Nov., „
26 Dec, „

11 Mar., 1873
8 April, „
6 May, „
3 June, „
1 July, „

29 July, „
26 Aug., „
23 Sept., „
21 Oct., „
18 Nov., „
16 Dec, „
13 Jan., 1874
10 Feb., „

14 Mar., 1873
11 April, „
9 M»y, „
6 June, „
4 July, „
1 Aug., „

29 Aug., „
26 Sept., „
24 Oct., „
21 Not., „
19 Dec, „
16 Jan., 1874
13 Feb., „

16 Feb., 1873
10 Mar., „
13 April, „
11 May, „
8 June, „
6 July „
3 Aug., „

31 Aug., „
28 Sept., „
26 Oct., „
23 Not., „
21 Dec, „
18 Jan., 1874

5 April, 1873
3 May, „

31 May, „
28 June, „
26 July, „
23 Aug., „
20 Sept., „
18 Oct., „
15 Nov., „
13 Dec, „
10 Jan., 1874
7 Feb., „
7 Mar., „

8 April, 1873.
6 May, „
3 Jung, „
1 July, „

29 July, „
26 Aug., „
23 Sept., „
21 Oct., „
18 Not., „
16 Dec, „
13 Jan., 1874.
10 Feb., „
10 Mar., „

By taking Table No. 1, by which thearrivals at Sydney would alternateevery fourteen days, and
fable No. 3, by which the departures from Melbourne would alternate every fourteen daya, we have
;he following result:—

Via Brindisi. Via California.
Leave London ... ... ... 24 Jan., 1873. 7 Feb., 1873.
Arrive Sydney ... ... ... 14 Mar., „ 27 Mar., ,,

„ Melbourne ... ... ... 11 Mar., „ 30 Mar., „
Leave Melbourne ... ... ... 28 Mar., „ 11 April, „„ Sydney ... ... ... 25 Mar., „ 14 April, „
Arrive London ... ... ... 12 May, „ 1 June, „
Leave London ... ... ... 16 May, „ 30 May, „
Arrive Sydney ... ... ... 4 July, „ 17 July, „„ Melbourne ... ... ... 1 July, „ 20 July, „
Leave Melbourne ... ... ... 16 July, ■„ 1 Aug., „„ Sydney ... ... ... 13 July, „ 4 Aug., „
Arrive London ... ... ... 1 Sept., „ 21 Sept., „
Leave London ... ... ... 5 Sept., „ 19 Sept., „

The defect in this arrangement is, that the mails via California would leave London about two
lays before the arrival of the Inward mail via California, thus precluding areply; whereas by Tables
*Tos. 1 and 2, London, Sydney, and Melbourne would have a reasonable time allowedfor reply, as will
te seenfrom the following, viz.:—

Via Brindisi. Via California.
Leave London ... ... ... 24 Jan., 1873. 7 Feb., 1873.
Arrive Sydney ... ... ... 14 Mar., „ 27 Mar., „„ Melbourne ... ... ... 11 Mar., „ 30 Mar., „
Leave Melbourne ... ... ... 28 Mar., „ 5 April, „

„ Sydney ... ... ... 25 Mar., „ 8 April, „
Arrive London ... ... ... 12 May, „ 26 May, „
Leave London ... ... ... 16 May, „ 30 May, „
Arrive Sydney ... ... ... 4 July, „ 17 July, „„ Melbourne ... ... ... 1 July, „ 20 July, „
Leave Melbourne ... ... ... 16 July, „ 26 July, „„ Sydney 13 July, „ 29 July, „
Arrive London ... ... ... 1 Sept., „ 15 Sept., „
Leave London ... ... ... 5 Sept., „ 19Sept., „
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Subject to its being found practicable to arrange with the contractors—as to which we have no
doubt—we are willing that the steamers employed in the Californian Service shall run in the manner
provided for by the provisional contract which was last year entered into between Mr. Duffy, Mr.
Vogel, and Mr. Webb, except that " New South Wales " and " Sydney " shall, in any agreement that
may be completed,be substituted for " Victoria " and " Melbourne," respectively.

We believe that such a service could be obtained for a payment offrom £45,000 to £50,000. In
such case, provided that £20,000 of the cost was met by an Imperial subsidy to that amount, New
Zealand would be willing to pay the balance.

The only payment we would propose to exact from New South Wales would be the postages
received by the Colony for mail matter carried for it by the service, it being understood that if the
amount of such postages should exceed £5,000, the excess should be retained by the Colony. We
should also propose that the other Colonies should pay to New Zealand the total amount of the
postages received for mail matter carried for them respectively by the service.

We should make it a condition that the postal rates should remain as at present—namely, 6d. per
half-ounce on letters, and Id. each for newspapers.

We thus, in effect, offer to New South Wales a mail service without requiring any payment what-
ever. The boat from Sydney would always proceed to San Francisco, calling at Auckland; whilst the
boat from San Francisco (after transhipping at Auckland, into a boat waiting there, the mails for
Sydney) would proceed along the New Zealand coast as far as Port Chalmers. The boat into which
the mails for Sydney had been transhipped would be the next to proceed to San Francisco. In fact, a
division of the terminus of the line between Sydney and Port Chalmers would be effected ; the boat
from Sydney always performing the up-service, and all the main boats visiting Sydney in their turn.

In arranging the new contract, we should be willing to give to New South Wales a fair share in
the decision of all questions affecting the service ; and the times should be so fixed as to give to Sydney
the benefit ofa fortnightly service,

We admit that for some time the contract with New Zealandhas notbeen satisfactorilyperformed;
but this has arisen from too few boats having been employed. In the new contract we would take care
that there should be ample provision for securing the use of a sufficient number of proper boats,
and for compelling a satisfactory substitution to be made, in case any of the boats employed should
become unfit for the efficient performance of the service.

The offer nowmade is, beyond doubt, a very liberal one. We do not desire to disguise from you
that our object in making it is to induce your Government to refrain from entering into a separate
contract for a Californian Service—a course which would entail wholly unnecessary competition, and
which would probably embitter the relations between the two Colonies. A Bill is nowpassing through
Congress to subsidize the present line, and we are informed that it will undoubtedly become law this
Session. The amount proposed by the Bill is 3500,000, or £100,000. In effect, the present boats
■would be so subsidized as to make it easy for them to carry cargo and passengers without charge, for
the purpose ofrunning off opposition. But whilst we feel that the New Zealand line has this vantage
ground, we desire to prevent such an opposition as would necessarily cause the Imperial Government
to refrain from subsidizing either of the lines to the amount they otherwise would do. We do not
doubt that if New South Wales and New Zealand agree upon the subject, an Imperial subsidy of
£20,000 wouldbe at once granted. .

We must leave your Government to consider whether they will accept this offer of a service which
will really cost your Colony nothing, and which will give you the advantages of a large expenditure in
your port, or whether they will prefer a costly competition, in which New South Wales, as well as the
contractors with her, must inevitably suffer.

We shall be glad to receive an early answer from you.
We have, Ac,

JrLirs Vogel.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, William H. Reynolds.

New South Wales.

No. 1.
Papers respecting a proposed Steam Mail Service between Sydney and Batavia,

via Queensland and Torres Straits.
(No. 1.)

Mr. Alexander Fbasee to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaby, Queensland.
Sib— Sydney, Bth August, 1871.

I have the honor to hand you, enclosed, a memorandum containing proposals for the estab-
lishment of a regular monthly steam service between this port and Batavia, via Moreton Bay and
Torres Straits, with the terms andconditions on which Iam prepared to enter into a contract with the
Colonial Governments of New South Wales and Queensland for this purpose.

In support of the statement in the memorandum, as to the share which the Government of
Netherlands-India is willing to bear in the subsidy, I have the honor to enclose translated extract of a
resolutionof the Governor-General, dated Ijiparras, 21st May, 1871, No. 15, bearing upon this subject.
Original and legalized translationof this document accompanying my application of this date to the
Colonial Secretary of New South Wales, and will be forwarded for your inspection when returned
by him.
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Trusting that my proposals may meet with the favourable consideration of the Government of
Queensland, and hoping shortly to have the honor of waiting upon you in person,—

I have, &c,
Alex. Fraseb.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
Memorandum from Mr. Alexander "Fraser (proposed Monthly Steam Service between Sydney and

Batavia, via Moreton Bay and Torres Straits).
A monthlysteam service between Batavia and Sydney, via Torres Straits and Moreton Bay, and back,
with liberty to call at Timor, Cape York, and one or more northern ports of Queensland.

The steamers to be employed to be of a burthen of about 1,000 tons, and to be propelled at an
average speed of nineknots per hour. The service to commence with January, 1872, or January, 1873,
as may be determined by the several Governments.

This line offers the quickest mail route between all the Australian Colonies and Java, Singapore,
China, and Japan ; and opeii3 up to Australia the trade with those rich and important countries; with
the Port of Sydney as the terminus of each voyage.

The steamers would correspond at Singapore with the intermediatefortnightly mailsteamer of the
P. and 0. Company, on their London and China line, by which means theEastern ColoniesofAustralia
would obtain, as nearly as possible, a fortnightly postal communicationwith England, alternating with
the present monthly service of the P. and 6. Company via Galle.

The time occupied on the voyage between Batavia and Moreton Bay, exclusive of stoppages,
would be about seventeen days, and between Batavia and Sydney about nineteen days. Allowing
three days for the voyage between Batavia and Singapore, and three days more for stoppages at all
ports, and following the Time-table of the P. and 0. Company from and to Singapore, the mails via
Brindisi should be delivered at Moreton Bay from London in fifty-six, and at Sydney in fifty-eightdays.

Travellers with this lino would enjoy fine weather at all seasons, and at Batavia or Singapore
might choose their route homewards by any of the numerous lines of steamers radiating from these
ports, either via Galle or via Calcutta, through British Indiaby rail to Bombay.

The amount of annual subsidy required to establish and maintain the service is £37,000, of which
the Government of Netherlands-India would contribute £10,000, if the Colonial Governments of
Australia willprovide the balance of £27,000.

The undersigned is prepared to enter intft a contract with the Governments of New South Wales
and Queensland, for establishing the proposed service on these terras and conditions, for a period of
ten years, beginning with 1572 or 1873, subject to termination in five years by mutual consent, or on
eighteen months' previous notice given by either of the contracting parties.

The division of the part of the subsidy of £27,000 to be borne by the Australian Colonies, as
regards the contribution of each Colony, to be left for mutual arrangement between the Governments
of New South "Wales and Queensland, as well as allpostal arrangementson theproposed lines with New
Zealand, Tasmania, Victoria, and South Australia.

Any agreement entered into on the footing of this memorandum with the several Governments
interested only to be binding when the sanction has been obtained of the respective Parliaments in
Australia and Holland.

Sydney, Bth August, 1871. Alex. Feasee.

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
(No. 15.) (Translation.)

Extractfrom the Xtegitter of Resolutions of the Governor-General of Netherlands-India.
Ijiparras, 21st May, 1871.

Eead the letters.
a., &c., Ac.
6. Of the Directors of the Internal Government of 16th May, 1871, No. 3,582, intimating that he

had made Mr. Fraser verbally acquainted with the chief contents of the Ministerial Despatch above
referred to, whereupon that gentleman had come to the resolution of again proceeding to Australia,
entirely at his own expense, for thepurpose of conferring with the several Governments there regarding
the carrying out of a steam communicationbetween Java and Australia.

That for the success of his efforts, Mr. Fraser considers as indispensable the possession of a
document from the Governor-General, embracing a communication such as is contained in this
resolution.

Heard the Council of Netherlands-India.
Is approved andresolved: To inform Mr. A. Fraser, of Batavia, that the Indian Government take

the greatest interest in the realization of theplan proposed by him for a steam communication between
Java and Australia. And that the Minister of Colonies proposes to open a head in the Budget for the
year 1872, for the " Costs of maintaining a regular steam communicationwith Australia," in order to
prove that the Imperial Government also does not give up the idea of eventually being able to co-
operate in obtaining a steam communication with Australia.

Extract of this resolution shall be given to Mr. Fraser for his information.
Agrees with the above Register.

Stortenbekeb,
Secretary of Government.

(No. 2.)
Memorandum from the Hon. A. H. Palmes upon the Proposals of Mr. Alexander Fbaseb.

Memo.—Looking at the many great advantages to the Colony likely to accrue from a direct trade with
Batavia, and, through her, with India, China,and theEast, together with the facilities which would be

6—A. 3.
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given for moreregular communicationwith the United Kingdom, and the advantages to be derived by
the northern portions of this territory being placed in more speedy and direct communicationwith
other countries, and the probability of a mail line from New Caledonia connecting at one of the
Northern Ports, it is recommended that Mr. Fraser's proposal to run a line of steamers from Sydney
to Batavia, via Moreton Bay and Torres Straits, be conditionally accepted, subject to the approval of
Parliament and the co-operation of the Governments interested, including that of Holland, and with
thefollowing modifications :—

1. The service to consist of thirteen (13) voyages or trips each way annually, starting from
Batavia and Sydney respectively, so as to form an intermediate mail service with the. Suez line from Sydney.

2. The vessels employed shall on each passage call at the Ports of Moreton Bay (in all cases
coming up to the anchorage at theBar, and, if possible, to Brisbane), Gladstone, Bowen,
Cardwell, and Somerset, for landing and receiving mails, passengers, and cargo.

3. The subsidy for the whole of the service not to exceed £25,000, of which it is proposed that
Queensland shall contribute one moiety, and the Colonies of New South Wales and
Victoriaconjointly the other moiety ; subject to any further reduction, if necessary, in
the contribution by those Colonies that may be agreed upon, and receive the sanction of
the Queensland Legislature.

A. H. Palmeh.

(No. 3.)
Copy of Cabinet Minute re Torees Straits Mail Eotjte.

Ministers recommend, subject to the approval of Parliament and the co-operation of the Governments
interested, including that of Holland, the conditional acceptance of Mr. Alexander Fraser's proposal
to run a line of steamers from Sydney to Batavia via Moreton Bay and Torres Straits.

The service to consist of thirteen voyages or trips each way annually, starting from Batavia and
Sydney respectively, so as to form an intermediate mail service with the Suez line from Sydney.

The vessels employed to call at the Ports of Moreton Bay (in all cases coming up to the anchorage
at the Bar, and, if possible, to Brisbane), Gladstone, Bowen, Cardwell, and Somerset, for landing and
receiving mails, passengers, and cargo.

The subsidy to be paid for the whole service no(t to exceed £25,000, to be contributed by the
several Colonies of New South Wales, Queensland, and Victoria respectively, in such proportions as
may hereafter be agreed upon; and that the Colonial Secretary be empowered to negotiate with the
Governments of those Colonies, with the view of completing the necessaryarrangements.

A. H. P.
J. P. B.
J. M. T.
E. R.
W. H. W.
J. B.

\
(No. 4.)

Copy of Minute of Peoceedings of the Executive Council, on 12th October, 1871, on the
subject of the Torres Straits Mail Eoute.

His Excellency the Governor, at the instance of the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, submits, for the
consideration of the Council, a letter from Mr. Alexander Eraser, dated Bth August, 1871, covering a
memorandumcontaining proposals for the establishmentof a regular monthly steam service between
Sydney and Batavia, via Moreton Bay and Torres Straits, with the terms and conditions on which he
is prepared to enter into a contract with the Colonial Governments of New South Wales and
Queensland for this purpose.

The Council deliberate. They advise, subject to the approval of Parliament, and the co-operation
of Governments interested, including Holland, the conditional acceptance of Mr. Alexander Eraser's
proposal to run a line of steamers from Sydney to Batavia, via Moreton Bay and Torres Straits.

The service to consist of thirteen voyages or trips each way annually, starting from Batavia and
Sydney respectively, so as to form an intermediatemail service with the Suez line from Sydney.

The vessels employed to call at the Ports ofMoreton Bay (in all cases coming up to the anchorage
at the Bar, and, if possible, to Brisbane), Gladstone, Bowen, Cardwell, and Somerset, for landing and
receiving mails,passengers, and cargo.

The subsidy to be paid for the whole service not to exceed £25,000, to be contributed by the
several Colonie3 of New South Wales, Queensland, and Victoria, respectively, in such proportions
as may hereafter be agreed upon ; and that the Colonial Secretary be empowered to negotiatewitli the
Governments of those Colonies, with the view of completing the necessary arrangements.

Immediate action.
A. V. Drurt,

Clerk of the Council.

(No. 5.)
Heads op Agreement to form basis of Contract to be entered into between the Government of

Queensland, of the one part, and Alexander Fbasee of the other part, for establishing and
maintaining aregular Four-weekly SteamService between Batavia and Sydney, via Torres Straits
and the principal Ports of Queensland.
1. The Contractor of the other part binds himself to establish as soon as possible, and within six

months after this agreement has been sanctioned by the Parliaments interested both in Australia and
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Holland, aregular service with steamers to run between Sydney and Batavia, in connection with the
intermediateserviceof the P. and O. Company on the Londonand China line,regulating the departures
from both sides so as to form as nearly as possible a fortnightly postal service for the Australian
Colonies,alternatingboth ways with the existing monthly mail service via Galle and Suez.

2. The steamers performing the service to be under Dutch or English colours, at the option of
the Contractor of the other part, to be ofa burthen of not less than 1,000 tons, and to be propelled at
an averagespeed of nine knots per hour for the voyagefrom Batavia to Sydney and back.

3. The steamers on the voyage from Batavia to Sydney, as wellas returning, to call at the Ports of
Somerset, Cardwell, Bowen, Gladstone, and Brisbane, or Brisbane Eoads, for the purpose of landing
and receiving mails, passengers, and cargo, with permission to call at Timor on both voyages;
detention at all ports of call between Batavia and Sydney not to exceed three days.

4. The Contractor of the other part binds himself to carry without any separate charge, and to
receive and deliver at all ports of call specified in article 3, all mail packets, letters, and newspapers,
which mar be put on board by order of the Postmaster-General of Queensland, or addressed to the
Post Office Department. The mails to be brought on board andreceived from alongside the steamers
by the Post Office authorities at each port.

5. The mails from Europe. China, &c, to be received at Singapore, and those from Australia to
be delivered there free ofexpense. ,

6. The steamers to be employed in the service to be exempt from the paymentsof harbour dues at
all ports of Queensland, for twelve months after the first payment of these dues.

7. In considerationof the services above specified, the Contractors of the one part agree to pay the
Contractors of the other part an annual subsidy of £25,000 sterling in full, payable quarterly by equal
instalments, each of £6,250 sterling, and undertake to negotiate with the Governments of New South
Wales and Queensland, for the moiety of this sum which may be contributed by these Colonies
respectively.

8. The contract to be made upon the basis of this agreement to embrace all the usual stipulations
of mail contract services.

A. 11. Palmes,
Colonial Secretary, Queensland.

Alex. Feasee.
Brisbane, 14th October, 1871.

(No. 6.)
Mr. Alexander Feasee to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet.

Sib,— " Brisbane, 14th October, 1871.
I have had the honor to receive from you copy of the Cabinet Minute and Memorandum,

dated 11th instant, relating to my proposals for a regular steam service via Torres Straits, and beg to
inform you that I agree to the modifications of these proposals specified in the Memorandum above
referred to.

I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary of Queensland. Alex. Fbaseb.

(No. 7.)
The Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby, New-

South Wales.
Sm,— Queensland, Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 14th October, 1871.

I do myself the honor to inform you that, subject to confirmation by the Legislature of this
Colony, I am authorized by His Excellency the Governor and the Executive Council to enter into a
conditional agreement with Mr. Alexander Fraser for a mail service from Sydney, via Ports in this
Colony, to Batavia,delivering mails at Singapore, on the terms contained in Mr. Fraser's memorandum
(A), a copy of which is herewith enclosed, subject to the modifications set forth in another
memorandum (B), also transmitted for your information.

Jnow beg to invite the co-operation of your Government in this service,and I would suggest that
New South Wales should contribute one moiety of the amount agreed upon, Queensland taking upon
herself the responsibility of theremainder.

It will be left to your Government to make the best terms possible with Victoria for a contribu-
tion from that Colony, whilst this Government reserves to itself theright of receiving any subsidy that
may arise from New Caledonia, or from any other connection with the lines at and to the north of
Moreton Bay. «

It is hardly necessary for me to point out to you that, even in the event ofVictoria declining to
contribute in support of the service,with the large amount of postage to be received upon letters
carried to and from that Colony through New South Wales, added to the benefits to be derived from
postal communication between New Zealand and the East, and the direct trade you already possess
with China and Java, the advantages will very much preponderate on the side of New South Wales;
but in the hope of opening up a trade with Batavia and the Eastern Countries, this Government,
notwithstanding, is willing to accept the responsibility of the moiety of the subsidy required from the
Australian Colonies.

I would urge upon you the necessity of a speedy decisionbeing arrived at in the matter, for if the
present opportunity of making a satisfactory arrangement is neglected, it is probable that a consider-
able period willelapse before we can hope to obtain the support of the Netherlands-India Government
which is bow promised us.
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I may add that, with the assurance of support I havereceived, I have little doubt of obtaining the

sanction of the Queensland Parliament to the agreement.
I have,&c,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, A. H. Palmee,
New South Wales. Colonial Secretary.

(No. 8.)
Copy of Cabinet Minute.

Approved:
Ministers having read the letter of Colonial Secretary to Colonial Secretaryof New South Wales,

and the conditional agreement with Mr. Alex. Fraser, approve of and confirm same.
A. H. P.
T. L. M. P.
W. H. W.
J. M. T.

(No. 9.)
The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey to Mr. Alexandee Feasee.

Sib,— Queensland, Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 17th April, 1872.
With reference to the agreement conditionally entered into between the Government of

Queensland and yourselffor establishing and maintaining a steam service between Batavia and Sydney,
via Torres Straits and the principal ports of Queensland, to which you signifiedyour assent on the
14th October last, I have the honor to inform you that two copies of the Queensland Government
Gazette Extraordinary, of the lGth April instant, have been forwarded to your address under separate
cover, in which is published the Speech delivered by His Excellency the Governor on the opening of
Parliament on the same day; and you will perceive that special reference is made in the ninth
paragraph to the postal route via Batavia, which is recommended to the consideration of Parliament
as being of the utmost importance to Queensland.

You will alsoreceive by the same opportunity two copies of the Brisbane Courier, in which is
reported the debate thatensued upon the Address, by which you will also observe that the adoption
of this route wps favourably entertained hy the House; and ii ": intention to table a formal
resolution in the course of the ensuing week, in which your proposals for establishing a regular steam
service via Torres Straits, which have been conditionally agreed to by the Government, will be sub-
mitted for the approval of Parliament.

I have, &c.,
Alexander Fraser, Esq., Batavia. A. H. Palmer.

No. 2.
Copy of Telegrams received and despatched re Fraser's Postal Service.

(No. 1.)
Telegram received from Phaser by Eldbed and Spence, 26th October, 1872, transmitted to

Colonial Seceetaby, Brisbane.
London.

Telegraph whether Singapore-Queensland contract completed—also date commencement—whether
Calcutta extension probable—any coal charters perfected ?

(No. 2.)
Messrs. Eldbed and Spence to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Brisbane.

Sydney, 28th October, 1872.
We infer Fraser arranging steamers; what can we reply? When is Colonial Secretary expected?

(No. 3.)
The Under Colonial Secretary to Messrs. Eldred and Spence.

Brisbane, 30th October, 1572.
Colonial Secretary returned. Fraser having broken faith in regard to arrangements agreed upon,
no further negotiations willbe made through him. Do not understand telegram re prior message.

(No. 4.)
Messrs. Eldred and Spence to the Hon. the Colonial Secretaet.

Sydney, 31st October, 1872.
Eegbet Colonial Secretary views Fraser's proposal, see our letter of 23rd, as breach of faith.
Twelve months having elapsed without confirmation of preliminary agreement, and consequent with-
drawalof Dutch, obliged Eraser in undertaking the arrangement with Colonial subsidy alone to seek
for some modifications. We areprepared and authorized to negotiatefairly on his behalf.

(No. 5.)
The Under Colonial Secretary to Messrs. Eldeed and Spence.

Brisbane, Ist November, 1872.
Instead of " Fraser having broken faith," should be, " arrangements with Batavia as proposed having
fallen through; but further negotiations under altered circumstances still considered useless."
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(No. 6.)
Messrs. Eldbed and Spence to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Brisbane.

Sydney, 3rd November, 1872.
Believe can complete original agreement if authorized—Dutch probably cancel Circumnavigatory
Contract, and join as formerly proposed when Torres Service started.

(No. 7.)
The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet to Messrs. Eldred and Spence.

Brisbane, sth November, 1872.
Negotiations with Mr. Fraser, Torres Straits via Java, at an end, and cannot be reopened.

(No. 8.)
Eiteact—Telegbam from the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet to the Agent-Genebal, London.

Brisbane, 13th November, 1872.
" * * Singapore not concluded—advertise tenders—Basis Fraser's conditional con-
tract, terminus Sydney or Brisbane—our option.

(No. 9.)
Mr. Feaseb to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetart, Brisbane.

London, 18th November, 1872.
Daintree reports telegram from you intimating advertise fresh tender—Singapore, Brisbane, Sydney.
This appears ignoring our provisional contract confirmed by Parliament, and your telegram, April, in
which I have completed arrangements for service—please telegraph explanation.

(No. 10.)
The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet to Mr. Feaser, London.

Brisbane, 19th November, 1872.
Yoir told Daintree you would not carry out contract—Eldred, on your authority, informed us Dutch
would not—proposes fresh terms—less speed—andconditions not acceptable.

(No. 11.)
Telegbam received 30th November, 1872.

London, 2Gth November, 1872.
Never told Daintree would not carry out contract. All modifications Eldred suggested were entirely
on your option ; explained him withdrawal Dutch subsidy would not interfere. Now waiting your
instructions. Begin service when required. Please reply.

Feasee.

No. 3.
Messrs. Eldbed and Spence to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Queensland.

Sic,— Sydney, 23rd October, 1872.
We have the honor to inform you that we received from Mr. Fraser, by the last Suez Mail, an

important letter, bearing date Glasgow, 29th August last, informing us that the Dutch Government
were opposed to a monthly mail service via Torres Straits, and in favour of the morerecently proposed
commercial line between Batavia and the principal ports of the Australian Colonies, requiring a
steamer to leave the first-namedport every seventy-five days, or two and a half months, and to call in
going or returning, or both ways, at Adelaide,Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane, with option of the
choice ofroute via CapeLeeuwiu or CapeYork, either in going or returning, or both ways, and of calling
at other intermediateports on eitherroute.

This service he has undertaken for the Netherlands-IndiaSteam Navigation Company, on a trial
ofone or two years, at their option, and the first steamer will probably leave Batavia in the month of
April next year.

This arrangement with the Netherlands Government alters materially theposition of the proposed
monthly service via Torres Straits; and as the Dutch Government have withdrawn from the proposed
combinationfor grantinga mutual subsidy, itwill be no longer necessary to include Batavia as a port
ofcall on the way to Singapore, unless this is desired.

Insiead of Batavia, and for the benefit of coaling' (for which this port is particularly suited), it
will probably be necessary to make Macassar a port of call, both in going to and returning from
Australia.

By this change ofport it is believeda savingwould be effected offully two days in the length of
voyage between Singapore and Australia ; against this advantage in gain of time for the transmission
of the Australian mails, there is, however, the much more serious disadvantageof the loss of theDutch
portion of the intended subsidy.

Mr. Fraser, on his return fi'om Holland, received the communication from your Government, in
reference to the Torres Straits line, and, under the present circumstances, he is anxious to ascertain
whether some arrangement could not be made for carrying this out, independent of the Dutch share of
subsidy. With this object he transmittedthefollowingtelegram:—" To Mr. Palmer, Premier,Brisbane,
dated 28th August, 1872. Post Galle, with £15,000 extra, yearly, could arrange continual monthly
service to Calcutta. Would Colonies vote additional subsidy,—mails going through via Bombay?
Believe Indian and Imperial Governments will transmit mails between Calcutta, London, free. Could
commence service January next year, provided slightly reduced speed allowed first year. Inform
Eldred."
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With a through service from London to Sydney, via Bombay, Calcutta by rail, Singapore,
Macassar, Torres Straits, Moreton Bay, the mails could be deliveredin fifty-threeto fifty-five days at
Sydney,within three days of the present contract time of the P. and 0. Co. via Galle. This would
give to Queensland, with the present P. and O. Co.'s service, a regular fortnightly service.

The advantage of the Indian terminus of the line being made at Calcutta instead of Singapore is
this, that the P. and O. Co. has a weekly mail service from Bombay to London, and only a fortnightly
one from Singapore ; so that in the event ofan occasional detention of steamers, the mails via Bombay
could never be delayed more than a week at that port, whilst from Singapore the detention might be a
fortnight. Besides this, there would be time saved in stoppages at Singapore for the P. and O. Co.'s
steamer.

The extra £15,000 of subsidy, it is supposed, would be well bestowed in perfecting the postal
communication in this way,besides opening up a direct trade between the Colonies and Calcutta, and
giving increased facilities for passengers.

The Indian Government would probably transmit the Australia mails overland between Bombay
and Calcuttafree ofexpense, in considerationof the Indian correspondence being carried free by the
Colonial Governments, and that the Imperial Government is ready to receive at Bombay or Singapore,
or any other port on the trunk line to China, the letters of the Australian Colonies, and carry them on
free of expense to London ; and also to deliver the mails from England at any such port free of expense
for further transmission to the Colonies.

From information obtained at the Colonial Office in London, it would also appear to be the
intention of the Imperial Government to give more latitude to the Colonial Governments in arranging
their postal services, and a voice in the appointmentof the amount hitherto allowed in name of subsidy
for such services by the Imperial Government.

In these circumstances, it is not improbable that the extra amountof £15,000 may be obtainable
without any further direct call upon the Colonial Treasuries.

Although Mr. Fraser and the Managing Director of the British-India Steam Navigation Company
would prefer the more efficient service between Calcutta and Sydney, on a yearly subsidy of £40,000,
they arestill willing to undertake the service between Singapore and Sydney, via Torres Straits, in
terms of the provisional contract made with Mr. Palmer, under date of October 14th, 1871, for the
reduced subsidy of £25,000, provided the contract is made for ten years, and for the first twelve
oreighteen months the maximum speed is put at eight and a half knots an hour, instead of nine.

Having in view the reduced amount of subsidy, and the difficulty and anxieties of the navigation of
a newline, it is not anticipated there will be any objection on the part of the Colonial Governments,
nor troublesome restrictions or vexatious fines put into the contract, but that everything would be
entered into on the most liberal footing, as indeed was promised.

The very utmost would be done to work the line to the satisfaction of the Governments, and to
develop theresources of the Colonies by improved communication, without which the line will never
pay, and this ought to be a sufficient guaranteefor doing the work well.

Both the British and Netherlands-India Steam Navigation Companies, in their contracts with
the British and Netherlands Governments, have hitherto done more, but never less, than they were
bound to do, and the same course would be adopted with the Colonial Governments.

A power ofattorney has arrived authorizing us to conclude with the Colonial Governments any
contracts in terms of the instructions contained in the letter ofwhich this is almost a transcript; and
awaiting your reply,

We have,&c,
Eldeed and Spence.

No. 4.
Messrs. Eldeed and Spence to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Queensland.

Slß,— Sydney, 30th October, 1872.
Wereceived from Mr. Eraser, on the evening of the 2Gth instant, the following telegram :—" London.

" Telegraph whether Singapore-Queensland contract completed; also, date commencement;
whether Calcutta extension probable. Any coal charters perfected ?"

In consequence of this we despatched on the 28th a message of inquiry, with the addition—
"We infer Eraser arranging steamers. What can we reply r When is Colonial Secretary

expected?"
Observing that Mr. Palmerhas returned to Brisbane, we trust that our letter of the 23rd instant,

conveying information as to the scheme for the circumnavigation of Australia, and Mr. Eraser's
proposals for special postal services in connectionwith Queensland, will receive early consideration,
so that we may be favoured with the Hon. the Colonial Secretary's views in time to write by the
outgoing mail,and give fuller information than can be transmitted by an ordinary telegram.

We have, &c,
Eldeed and Spence.

No. 5.
The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby, Queensland, to Messrs. Eldeed and Spence.

Queensland, Colonial Secretary'sOffice,
Gentlemen,— Brisbane, 21st November, 1872.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 30th October last, having reference
to aformer communication of the 23rd of the same month, conveying information as to a scheme for
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the circumnavigation of Australia,and Mr. Fraser's proposal for special services in connection with
Queensland, submittedfor the considerationof the Government. 'The proposals now made are so entirely differentfrom those embodied in the original provisional
agreementassented to by the Government as the basis ofa contract for a mailservice between Batavia
and Sydney, via Torres Straits and the principal ports of Queensland, that it is unnecessary to discuss
them seriatim.

Apart from other considerations, the subsidy to be contribute^ by^the Government of Netherlands-
India, the reduced maximum speed, and the alterations and circuitous route proposed, are sufficient to
render it unnecessary to enter into any further negotiationswith Mr. Fraser on this subject.

I am further desired to add thata letter has been addressed to Messrs. Scott, Henderson, and Co.,
of Sydney, in which they are informed that the Agent-General for Queensland has been instructed by
telegram to call for tenders in London for a fortnightly service between Singapore and these Colonies,
leaving it a matter for future arrangement, in terms of the conditional agreement with Mr. Fraser,
before mentioned, whether the terminus is to be at Sydney or Brisbane.

In the event of no contribution being made by the Government of New South Wales towards the
establishment of the route proposed, Brisbane will then necessarily become the terminus.

I have, Ac,
H. H. Massie,

Under Colonial Secretary.

No. 6.
Messrs. Eldeed and Spenck to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Queensland.

Sic,— Sydney, 28th November, 1872.
We have the honor to inform you that your letter of the 21st instant reached us in due

course, and we note that Messrs. Scott, Henderson, and Co., of this city, have been apprised of
instructions sent to the Agent-General of Queensland, per telegram, to call for tenders in London for
a four-weekly service between Singapore and these Colonies.

It is a matter of extremeregret to us that Mr. Fraser's efforts and our own to effect this arrange-
ment, and even to improve upon it,—extending over a period of several years, and which appeared to
be so nearly accomplished,—should not have been more successful.

We telegraphed Mr. Fraser on the sth instant, after receiving your last communication, in
ignorance of the message on the 6th ultimo from the Agent-General of Queensland to the Hon. the
Colonial Secretary (authorized by Mr. Fraser), suggesting a contract of an entirely new character,
which he considered would meet the views of the Government with regard to Postal Services and
Immigration.

It has been generally understood that the terminus of any line of steamers would be Brisbane,
unless this Colony were induced to contribute towards the subsidy, which is not unlikely; but this
question involves considerations as to supplies of coals and transmission of cargo which will materially
influence the calculations of tenderers.

Again expressing our concern that so much time should have been lost and money expended in
the endeavoursof Mr. Fraser and ourselves to establish a line of steamers between Queensland and
Singapore, or India, on conditions that were at one period considered reasonable on both sides,

We have, &c,
Eldeed and Spence.

No. 7.
The Agent-Genebal to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey.

Sic,— 32, Charing Cross, 4th October, 1872.
In reference to my letterof sth September, in which I stated that, at an interview with Mr.

Fraser, ho had, as I understood him, "expressed his intention to retire from his previously proposed
contract," and that he had arranged for a line of steamers from Batavia to Australia via Cape Leeuwin,
—I have now to inform you that Mr. Fraser has (as you will ere this have been made aware),
telegraphed direct to you his desire to complete his contract for the Batavia-Queensland route, on the
basis previously agreed on.

I had expected to meet Mr. Fraser in Glasgow, but failing this sent telegram A, attached, to his
address given me there, and received telegramB in reply.

It was onlya few days since that I learned from Mr. Fraser the action taken, and hasten to com-
municate the facts in order that you may see how this apparent misunderstanding arose.

Mr. Fraser says that, knowing I was absent from Charing Cross on emigrationbusiness, he elected
to send his telegram on direct, advising the Colonial Office in whose hands the negotiations had
originally been placed.

I have, &c,
RICHAED DaINTEEE,

Agent-General.

(A.)
Telegeam from Agent-Genebal for Queensland to A. Feaseb, Esq.

Do you intend to tender for monthly line of steamers from Singapore to Queensland, via Torres
Straits ?
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(B.)
Mr. J. W. Smith, pro Postmaster, to Agent-General for Queensland.

Sic,— Telegraph Office, 448, Strand, 4th September, 1872.
I beg to inform you that your telegraph message to A. Fraser, Esq., 32, Eenfield Street,

Glasgow, has not been delivered, in consequence ofparty not being at that address.
Ibeg you will have the goodness

I am, &c,
J. W. Smith,

Pro Postmaster.

No. 8.
Exteact from Letter to His Excellency the Marquis of Nobmanby.

Brisbane, 29th November, 1872.

As regards the correspondence with Mr. Fraser, in connection with this service, forwarded
under cover of a Despatch to your Lordship from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, under date
24th September (No. 51). I would observe that it cannot be taken into consideration as forming any
portion of the original agreement entered into as thebasis of a contract for a proposed mail service
between Sydney and Batavia, via Queensland and Torres Straits, and it is hardly worth while to
advert here to the altered circumstances under which the proposals of Mr. Fraser are now submitted.

Tour Lordship is aware that, subject to the approval of Parliament and the co-operation of the
Governments interested, including that of Holland, Mr. Fraser's proposal to establish and maintain
the service upon certain conditions was provisionally accepted.

Those conditions Mr. Fraser has failed to carry out, and the Netherlands Government, as
intimated by Mr. Fraser, has withdrawnfrom theproposed arrangement in favour of another service.

Fresh proposals have been submitted in connection with the service as originally contemplated by
Messrs. Eldredand Spence, the agents of Mr. Fraser, which have been refused.

I may add that the Agent-General has been instructed to invite fresh tenders for the service, on
certain conditions submitted; and pending further information on the subject, the Government are
notprepared to take any immediateaction in the matter.

I have, &c,
A. H. Palmer.

No. 9.
The Agent-General to the Hob. the Colonial Secretary, Queensland.

Sic,— 32, Charing Cross, 31st Octoher, 1872.
In reference to the mail service from Singapore to Brisbane, and in continuation of the

correspondence on this subject, I have the honor to inform you, that I have during the past month had
numerous interviews with Mr. Fraser aud his friends, both in Glasgow and London, with the view of
inaugurating a line of steamers to carry emigrants and mails direct from England, via Torres Straits,
to Brisbane, every lunar month. The correspondence on the subject is attached.

My telegramto Brindisi of October sth, refers to this matter.
It seemed to me that if the Imperial Government could be inducedto grant a subsidy to this line,

as alternatingwith the monthly mail service from Galle, that the interests of Queensland would be
directly served, aud no more than justicedone, in regard to the conveniences afforded to theAustralian
Colonies as a whole.

"Were this line carried out, as you will see by the correspondence, the Singapore-Brisbanecontract,
if secured by Mr. Fraser (on which point I have as yet no certain information), would merge in the
extended scheme.

At present the matter is under consideration of the Imperial Government; should they promise a
subsidy, I shall at once telegraph the information. As no actioncould be taken in the matter until the
nextmeeting of the Assembly, I am however in the meantime trying to induce Mr. Fraser to run a
pioneer steamer to Brisbane via Torres Straits and Suez Canal, and I anticipate he will meet my
wishes in this respect.

I have, &c,
Eichahd Daintree.

The Agent-Genebal, London, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby, Queensland.
(Telegram.) sth October, 1872.

Fbasee offers monthly mail steam service, London to Brisbane, via Suez and Torres Straits,
calling at northern ports of Queensland, Batavia, or Singapore. Subsidy, sixty thousand ; emigrants,
sixteen pounds ; speed, eight and half knots ; terminus Sydney, at your option; contract, seven yearis
at least. If accepted at Singapore, Sydney contract lapses. Could begin with steamers sixteen
hundred to two thousand tons, outwards, first March ; homeward, July or sooner. Tonnage increased
as required.
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No. 10.
Mr. A. Fkaser to the Agent-General, Queensland.

Sik,— 13, Austin Friars, London, 14th October, 1872.
You are awarethat, in terms of the provisional contract entered into by me with the Govern-

ment of Queensland on this day last year, and sanctioned by the Parliament of that Colony in April of
the present year, preparations arebeing inado by me for opening early nextyear a four-weekly mail
service, between Singapore and Sydney via Torres Straits and Brisbane, calling at the northern portsof
Queensland, supported by an annual subsidy of £25,000. The north-western terminus of this line to
be extended, if desired, from Singapore to Calcutta, for an additional annual subsidy of £15,000, so as
to form a regular monthly mail service between England and the Australian Colonies, alternatingevery
fortnight with the existing monthly mail line of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com-
pany via Galle.

As I have already had the honor to inform you verbally, the friends whom I have to look to for
carrying out this service are willing to meet your views by substituting for it, on the conditions here-
afterstated, a more extended service, which would serve for the direct transmission ofemigrants and
other passengers and cargo from the Mother Country to Queensland, as well as for a direct andregular
monthly or four-weekly postal communicationbetween England and the Australian Colonies.

The proposal which I am willing you should submit for the approval of the Queensland Govern-
ment is,—to cancel the contract of the 14th October, 1871, already referred to, and in lieu thereof to
enter into a contract for not less than seven years for establishing a monthly or four-weekly line of
steamers, not less than 1,600 tons at first, to be replaced afterwards by larger steamers as required,
between London and Brisbane or Moroton Bay via Suez, Aden, Batavia, Torres Straits, and the
northern ports of Queensland, propelled at a minimum average speed of eight and a half knots an hour,
exclusive of stoppages, with an option to the Queensland Government, without increase of the annual
subsidy, offixing the Australian terminus of the line at Sydney instead of Brisbane or Moretou Bay.

The annual subsidy for a monthly service of twelve voyages each year both ways to be £60.000, or'
for a four-weekly service of thirteenvoyages each year both ways, £65,000.

Each steamer to carry outwards at least 300 emigrants for the Queensland Government,
as steerage passengers, at £16 per head, the mails being carried to and fro without additional
remuneration.

The distance between London and Brisbane being taken at 11,680 miles, the voyage without stop-
pages would last about fifty-seven days—a speed which has not yet been attained by any mail service
between Great Britain and the Colony of Queensland.

While competing in point of speed with the existing mail service via Galle, for the conveyance of
the mails between England and Australia, it will deliver the mails from British Burinah, the Straits
Settlements, China, Japan, Manilla, aud Java,ten to twenty days earlier than by the present circuitous
route via Galle.

Mails, passengers, and cargo being embarked in London and landed at the ports of destination
without transhipment, theproposed new line offers the most convenient and economical opportunity for
conveyance of passengers ofall classes and of perishable or breakable cargo from England, and opens
up at the same time, for all the Colonies, a valuable but hitherto neglected trade with the Dutch and
Spanish possessions in the Indian Archipelago, and with Singapore, China, and Japan ; and for the
development of the rapidly growing settlements in Northern Queensland, between Capo York and
Moreton Bay, the new line must be especially useful.

In a memorandum accompanying this letter, I have shortly referred to the several mail services
between England and the Australian Colonies which have existed up to the present time, from which
you will observe the advantage in point of economy in the required subsidy, which the line now pro-
posed by me offers above every other ; aud in conclusion, I have only further to add thatin event of any
difficultybeing found of providing immediately the subsidy required for the monthly or four-weekly
service, my friends would have no objection, for half the amount (say £30,000), to make sis voyages
from London to Brisbane and back in 1873; and with 1874, when the contract for themail service with
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company will also expire, to commencethe proposed
monthly or four-weekly service for a contract term of at least seven years.

I have, &c,
Alex. Feasee.

Enclosure 1 in No. 10.
Memorandum with reference to existing and proposed Mail Steam Services between Great

Britain and Australian Colonies.
Foe fully understanding the merits of the newmail steam service between London and Queensland,
proposed in my letter of this date to the Agent-General for Queensland, it may be useful shortly to
review the existing mail lines of steam communication between Great Britain and the Australian
Colonies and those which have previously existed.

The first regular mailsteam service was undertaken by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga-
tion Company in 1852, with two small steamers of about 600 tons and 60 horse-power, which ran
monthly between Singapore and Sydney, via Batavia, Fremantle (Western Australia),King George's
Sound, Adelaide,and Melbourne, in connectionwith the London and China line of the same Company
between Singapore and Suez.

This service was dropped in 1854, and succeeded by a steam service round the Cape, undertaken
by the Australian Screw Steam Navigation Company, withfour auxiliary screw steamers of about 1,300
tons each, and in 1856 by another service via Suez and Galle, undertaken by the European and
Australian SteamNavigation Company, with chartered steamers. All these enterprises, though sup-
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ported by subsidies from the Imperial Government, appear to have endedunfortunately, after a very
short existence.

In 1858 the Australian mail contract was again conceded to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company, for a line of steamers to run between Suez and Sydney via Aden, the Mauritius,
and Melbourne. This service was also dropped in favour of the existing service via Galle, King
George's Sound, and Melbourne—first a monthly, and subsequently, as now, a four-weekly Hue.

Besides the abovemail lines which were subsidized and regulated by the Imperial Government, a
steamer was run in 18G6 between Batavia andBrisbane, via Torres Straits, on a joint subsidy from the
Queensland and Netherland-Indian Governments ; and in the sameyear the Panama and New Zealand
Steam Navigation Company established a monthly steam service between Sydney and Panama via New
Zealand, in connectionat Colon with the steamers of the West India Royal Steam Navigation Com-
pany, supported by subsidies from the New Zealand and New South Wales Governments. This
Company came into liquidation in 1869, since which time trial trips have been made both by Colonial
and American companies, with the view to establish a regular monthly mail service between Sydney
and San Francisco, via New Zealand and the Fiji Islands, under partial subsidies from the Colonies of
New South Wales and New Zealand, but none of these enterprises have at anytime obtained pecuniary
support from the Imperial Government.

The existing service of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, under contract
with the Imperial Government, which expires at the end ofnext year (1873), is subsidized as follows :—

For thirteen voyagesannually, both ways, between Galle and Sydney, call-
ing at King George's Sound and Melbourne, one-half by the Imperial
and the other half by the Colonial Governments, jointly the sum of £130,000

For carriage of the Australian mails between this country and Galle,
the several Colonies are further charged according to the number
of letters... ... ... ... ... ... ... 50,643

Together ... ... £180,643
This last item of £50,643, though charged to the Australian Colonies, is included in the sum of

£450,000 paid annually by the Imperial Government as subsidy for the India and China lines under
contracts with the same Company.

This service, though answering all the purposes ofan efficient postal communication between this
country and Australia, once every four weeks, must be allowed to be a very expensive one, and
unsuitable for almost any other purpose, owing to the frequent change of steamers and the railway
transit through Egypt. For emigrants and perishable or breakable cargo it is useless ; and for
ordinary passengers it involves,besides, incidental expenses for temporary residence ashore at ports of
call on the route, which makes this line ineligible except for the richer classes.

The length of passage between Southampton and Sydney is by contract about fifty-seven days, the
contract speed being I believenine knots east ofSuez,or half aknot more per hour than the proposed
new service via Torres Straits, making a difference of about three days on the whole voyage, which
would seem now to be of less consequence when the Australian Colonies possess the advantages of
telegraphic communication.

In event of the terms proposed in my separate letterof this date being accepted by the Government
of Queensland, and a monthly or four-weekly line established between London and Queensland via
Torres Straits, I should be prepared on the part of my friends, on timely notice being given, to contract
with the other Colonies or with the Imperial Government on expiry of the present contract of the
P. and O. Co., to run an additional monthly service between London and Melbourne, via Batavia,
Fremantle orKing George's Sound and Adelaide, on the same terms of subsidy, and under guarantee
of the same number of emigrants, as proposed for the other line.

This fortnightly line, if ultimately established, would afford the most regular postal communication
that has yet been proposed between this country and the Australian Colonies, and at the same time
afford a direct fortnightly postal communication between these Colonies and India, China, and Japan.
By fixing the terminus of the Queensland or Torres Straits lino at Sydney, and the other line, which
would pass through Sunda Straits, at Melbourne, all the Colonies would be put on an equal footing,
which has never yet been the case, and could not be under any other agreement. If absolutely
required, the speed of the steamers could be increased by a moderate increase of subsidy.

I may here also mention that the steamers on these Australian lines, if established, could by
calling at Galle compete on easy terms, when the proper time comes, for the transmission of the mails
between this country and Ceylon and Southern India. These mails are at present conveyed by the
Peninsular and Oriental Company fortnightly, under the Indian contract, which does not expire till
1880, and cost the Imperial, Ceylon, and Indian Governments for subsidy, ifI am not mistaken, about
£87,000 per annum.

London, 14th October, 1872. Alexb. Feasee.

Enclosure 2 in No. 10.
Mr. Kichaed Daintree to the Eight Hon. the Earl of Kimbeeley.

Queensland Government Office, 32, Charing Cross,
My Loed,— 15th October, 1872.

In reference to your communication of 20th August, accompanying the Treasury minute of
14th August, on the subject of mail services between Great Britain and Australia, in which you ask
for any suggestions I may be prepared to make, I have now the honor to forward herewith aproposal



51 A.—3

made by Mr. Fraser, which seems to be well worthy of consideration before final action is taken on the
merits of other proposals.

Mr. Fraser agrees to provide a monthly line of mail steamers from London to Sydney, via Suez
Canal and Torres Straits, calling at Batavia, for an annual subsidy of £60,000, or a four-weekly service
of thirteen voyages each year, both ways, £05,000.

Although this through service would be of great commercial importance to Queensland, it is
evident that, unless the Imperial Treasury were drawn on for a portion of the subsidy required, it
could hardly at present be entertained.

Thereasons why such support should be given to this lino areas follows:—
1. The difference in distance to Sydney by this and the present Galie-Leeuwin route is not

more than two days by steamer.
2. That the near completion of telegraphic communication between England and Australia

renders a day or two's difference in the delivery of mails at the terminus of not so much
importance as formerly.

3. Queensland has hitherto derived a minimum of advantage from any subsidized mail route
to Australia, and such a position should be, if possible, guarded against in thefuture.

4. That freight, emigration, and mail services, could thus be combined to the greatest
advantage, the same vessel completing the entire voyage.

The distance from London to Sydney by the present route is 10,917 miles, viz. :—
London to Brindisi ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,200
Brindisi to Alexandria ... ... ... ... ... ... 825
Alexandria to Suez ... ... ... ... ... ... 220
Suez to G-alle ... .... ... ... ... ... ... 3,442
Galle to Sydney ... ... ... ... ... ... 5,230

10,917

By the Torres Straitsroute, it would be, viz. :—
London to Galle ... ... ... ... ... ... 5,687
Galle to Batavia ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,750
Batavia to Brisbane ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,300
Brisbane to Sydney ... ... ... ... ... ... 500

11,237

It will be seen, therefore, that the absolute difference, as before stated, between Galle and Sydney
via Torres Straits, or via the Leeuwin, is only about two days' steam at most, and even the callingat
Batavia and the northern ports of Queensland would not cause a detention of more than three days in
addition.

As soon as telegraphic communicationis established between Europe and Australia (which is now
only a question of a few weeks), the necessity for saving a day or two in delivery of themails will not
be of so much importance, whilst the advantages of a direct steam service from England to Queensland
and New South Wales, combining a freight, emigration, and mail business, would supply a want long
felt, at least in the former Colony.

Hitherto Queensland has derived the least advantage from a subsidized mail route of any of the
Australian Colonies, her capital lying two days' steam beyond the terminus of the P. and O. Service
from Galle, and her northernports (now rising into increasedimportance) far beyond this again.

The mail route from San Francisco to Sydney, to which the Imperial Government have now
agreed to grant a subsidy of £20,000, affords also but a minimum of advantage to Queensland.

On the knowledge that it is the wish of the Imperial Government to mete out strict justice in
regard to the subsidies granted to the mail services to the Australian Colonies, I have been induced
to ask your Lordship to ascertain whether, in the event of the Government of Queensland, or the
Governments of New South Wales and Queensland combined, electingto accept Mr. Eraser's proposal
to run this line of steamers, the Treasury would be prepared to pay a portion of the subsidy required.

It has been suggested by Mr. Eraser that for double the subsidy, viz. £130,000 in all, a
fortnightly mail service would be undertaken by the Company he represents, via Suez Canal and
Batavia, branching from there alternately by Torres Straits and Cape Leeuwin to Sydney.

Though this has not in any way been mooted in their Lordships' minute of the 14th August, it is
a question for consideration whether, when telegraph communication is completed, and the San
Francisco Mail Service in working order, the carrying out of this scheme (even if some two or three
days more than by the present service were demanded)would not be the best suited to all the interests
of the Continental Australian Colonies.

If in the first instance the monthly route from England via Torres Straits was adopted, the
necessity for the Singapore-Sydney branch, as at present proposed, would be done away with, and Mr.
Fraser, if the successful tenderer for the latter line,would agree at any time to the merging these two
lines into one.

The proposal in regard to the through route of Mr. Fraser was sent out by the last mail, and I
am desirous, if possible, before that mail leaves Galle, to telegraph the views of the Treasury on the
matter of subsidy, in order that if a favourable reply is given, more matured and detailed plans may
be completed at once.

I hare, &c,
BICHABD DaINTBEE,

Agent-General.
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Enclosure 3 in No 10.
Mr. H. S. Holland to Mr. Richard Dainteee.

Sir,— Downing Street, 26th October, 1872.
In answerto your letter of the 15th instant,I am directedby theEarl ofKimberley to acquaint

you that the proposals of Mr. Fraser with regard to the Australian Mail Service have been
communicated, together with your letter, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the
Treasury.

I have, &c,. H. S. Holland.

No. 11.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary Queensland, to the Agent-General for Queensland.

Sir,— Queensland, Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 28th December, 1872.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st October last, with

enclosures in continuation of the correspondence on the subject of the mail servicefrom Singapore to
Brisbane, in which mention is made of the interviews you have had with Mr. Fraser, both in Glasgow
and London, with a view of inauguratinga line of steamers to carry emigrants and mails direct from
England, via Torres Straits, every lunar month.

Mr. Fraser, in submitting his proposal for a new service direct from England, appears to consider
the provisional agreement assented to on the 14th October, 1871, as an absolute contract, binding
upon this Government, which he proposes to cancel, and to substitute, in lieu thereof, a fresh contract
under and subject to the conditions in his letter to you of 14th October last.

As you are already in possession of the correspondence that has taken place in connection with
former negotiations between the Government and Mr. Fraser for the steam service as originally proposed
between Sydney and Batavia, via Queenland and Torres Straits, forwarded under cover of a letter of
29th ultimo (72-344), from this office, you will readily perceive that Mr. Fraser is mistaken in his
views as to the nature of the conditional agreementreferred to, and which, for the reasons disclosed in
the correspondence, has been broken off.

When Mr. Fraser writes of " the preparations made by him for opening early next yeara four-
weekly mail service in terms of the provisional contract entered into by him with the Queensland
Government on 14th October, 1871, and sanctioned by the Parliament of this Colony in April of
the present year," he appears to have overlooked the fact that the heads of agreement (which he
erroneously calls a contract) assented to as the basis of a contract to be entered into at some future
period, required the sanction of the Parliaments interested both in Australia and Holland, which, it is
unnecessary to add, has never been obtained, and therefore the agreement naturally fell through with-
out any further action on the part of this Government.

Mr. Fraser lays great stress upon his having been misunderstood when representedas having ex-
pressed his intention,at an interview with yourself, to retire from his previously proposed contract—
intimatingthat he was still prepared to complete his contract for the Batavia-Queensland route on the
basis agreed upon.

Mr. Fraser, however, must be aware that his agents in Sydney, Messrs. Eldred and Spence, in their
letter of 23rd October last, forming part of the correspondence referred to, had already informed this
Government, on his authority, that the Dutch Government were opposed to a monthly mail service via
Torres Straits, and that they " had withdrawn from the proposed combination for granting a mutual
subsidy."

In the same letter a proposal was indeed submitted to undertake the service between Singapore
and Sydney via Torres Straits, in terms of the provisional contract of October 14th, for the reduced
subsidy of £25,000—''provided that the contract was made for ten years, and for the first twelve or
eighteen months"that the maximum speed was put at 8| instead of 9 knots an hour, whilst all trouble-
some restrictions and vexatious fines were to be omitted in the contract, and everything was to be
entered into on the most liberal footing."

Messrs. Eldred and Spence were informed in reply that, apart from other considerations, the with-
drawal of the subsidy to be contributed by the Government of Netherlands-India, the reduced
maximumspeed, and other conditions insisted upon, rendered it unnecessary to enter into any further
negotiations with Mr. Fraser for the service.

A copy of the letterof Messrs. Eldredand Spence in reply, dated 28th Novemberlast, is subjoined
for your information, which closes the correspondence on the subject up to the present date.

I have nowonly to express a hope that my instructions, conveyedby telegram of 13th November
last, and confirmed in my subsequent letter of the 29th of the same month, to call for tenders for a
mailservice every four weeks from Singapore, on the basis of Mr. Eraser's former agreement, have
been carried out.

I have, &c,
A. H. Palmeb.

Existing Means of Telegraphic Communication between Europe, the East, and
Australia.

[Laid before the Conference hy Mr. Vogel.]
Communication by Electric Telegraph between Australia and Europe and the East is now effected by
the following means :—

Hobart Town to Low Heads, Tasmania, land line, 172 miles.
Low Heads to Flinders. Western Port Bay, Victoria, submarine cable, 185 miles.
Flinders to Melbourne, land line,70 miles.

A. 11. Palmeb.
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Melbourne to Mount Gan
Mount Gambier to Port I
Port Darwin to Banjowan
Banjowangie to Batavia, li
Batavia to Singapore, sub
Singapore to Penang, subi
Penang to Madras, labmt
Madras to Bombay, land 1
Bombay to Aden, subraari
Aden to Suez,submarinei
Suez to Alexandria, land 1
Alexandria to Malta, subri
Malta to Gibraltar, submt
Gibraltar to Falmouth, via

Communication to China is effei
The cost of a through messagei

address and signature.
The comparative cost of messag

in the following return, and also the

mbier, land line, 305 miles.
Darwin, land line, 2,320 miles.
lgie, Java, submarine cable, 1,186 miles.
land line,480 miles.

cable, 565 miles.
marine cable, 405 miles.
arine cable, 1,409 miles.
line, 600 miles.
ine cable, 1,819 miles.
cable. 1,462 miles.
line,224 miles.
marine cable, 924 miles.
arine cable, 1,120 miles.
a Lisbon, submarine cable, 1,154 miles.
icted by cablefrom Singapore to Hong Kong.
from Victoria to London is £9 8s. 6d. for twenty words, including

jes transmittedby the different sections mentioned above is shown
) proprietary of the different lines.

COMPABATIVE STAT:■ement of Overland and Cable Telegraph Eates.
Land Line. Cable.

Lines. Proprietary. Number
of

Miles.

Rato
for Twenty
Words, half
additional
for each

Ton Words. Ten Words."

Victorian.
From the remotest station in Victoria

(Wodonga) to the South Australian
Border Station (Mount Gambier).

Victorian Government 508
£ s. d.
0 2 0

£ b. d.

South Australian and Foeei&n.
From theSouth Australian BorderStation

(Mount Gambier) to Port Darwin.
Port Darwin to Banjowangie
Banjowangie to Batavia
Batavia to Singapore
Singapore to Penang... ...
Penang to Madras ... ... )
Madras to Bombay
Bombay to Aden
Aden to Suez...
Suez to Alexandria
Alexandria to Malta...
Malta to Gibraltar ...
Gibraltar to Lisbon
Lisbon to London

South Australian Government 10 0 #2,320

British Australian Company ...
Netherlands-India Company ...
British Australian Company ...
British Indian Extension
Telegraph Company ...
Indian Government ...
Eastern Telegraph Company...

480 0 4 0
1,186 2 14 Of

i
565
405

1,409

110
0 16 0
1 10 0

600 0 8 6
2 6 0
2 0 0

11,819
1,462», ,,

224 0 4 0
10 0
0 10 0
0 3 4J
0 10 6§

,, ,>,, f\
it :j

924
1,120

300
854

», ,,,, ,,
England to Ameiuca.

Atlantic Cable Atlantic Telegraph Company 1,896 - II
Victoria to Tasmania.

Bass's Straits Cable Maintenance and Construction Tele-
graph Company.

185 ... f

China Extension.
Singapore to Hong Kong
Hong Kong to Shanghai

China Extension Company 2 10 0
15 0

1,400
800,, ,,

" Approximate cost of overland line from Fort Augusta to Port Darwin, 1,850miles, £350,000.
t Cost of cable between Port Darwin and Baujowangie, £'321,000.
X Limited by concession to 3s. 4A,
§ Throughmessageof twentywords from Victoria to London costs £9 8s. Gd.; distane?per land lines and cable,14,176miles.
|j Rate—£2for ten words, and -is. each additional word, includingaddress and signature.

Cablerate—Is. for ten words, and half-rate for every additional five words. Land lines :—Victorian—Is. for tenwords, and Id.for each
additional word; Tasmauian—Is. for ten words, and Id. ior each additional word. Total cost of through messageof ten words, Victoria to
Tasmania,6s. Cost of Bass's Straits Cable, £70,000.

:Augusta to Port Darwin, 1,850miles, £350,000.
jowangie, £'321,000.
3ria to London costs £9 8s. Gd.; distant??per lane
nal word, includingaddress and signature,
for every additional five words. Land lines :—"V

md Id. ior each additional word. Total cost ol».

Paper on the subject of a Second Submarine Cable to connect Australia with
England.

[Laid before the Conference by Mr. Samuel.]
The second submarine cable to connect Australia should be taken from the mouth of the Norman
Eiver, Gulf of Carpentaria, the present terminus of the Queensland lines, touching at Macassar, and
joining the China Company's lines at Singapore.

The length of this line will be about 2,000 knots, and the cost (say) £800,000.
A companyin England, no doubt, will bevery willing to construct and lay this cable, if guaranteed
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by the several Colonies interested at therate of 5 per cent, on the capital, amounting to £40,000 per
annum.

If this line is constructed, an independent means of communication between the Colonies and
Europe will be opened, except the section belongingto the Indian Extension Company, from Singapore
to Madras; and there is every reason to believe that a cable will shortly be laid between Calcutta and
Singapore, which willprovide a distinctwire via the Indo-Europeanlines from Sydney and Melbourne
to London.

There are several reasons why this second line should be provided. Ist. A duplicate line is
necessary to insure continuous communication, which one line can hardly be expected to furnish. 2nd.
By competition, to reduce the present high rate of tariff, whicli is almost prohibitory. 3rd. The
laying ofa second cable will better meet the requirements of the public than by subsidizing the present
cable with a view to the reduction in the charges.

Probable scale of charges by the proposed cable and Indo-European line :—
£ s. d.

Sydney to Norman ... ... ... ... ... ... 010 0
Norman to Singapore ... ... ... ... .., ... 2 0 0
Singapore to Madras*... ... ... ... ... ... 1 13 2
Madras to London* ... ... ... ... ... ... 212 5

£G 15 7

But these rates, there is no doubt, can be considerably further reduced.

Paper on the subject of a proposed Cable from Norman Mouth to Singapore.
[Laid before the Conference by Mr. Palmer.] «

Memorandum to the lion. A. H. Palmer, Sydney.
Sydney, sth February, 1873.

It is considered necessary to carry the proposed cable from Norman Mouth direct to Singapore, in
order to avoid the two opposition cables belonging to the British-Australian Telegraph Company and
the lines in Java, whicli latter are worked by Dutch operators.

By extending the cable from Norman Mouth to Singapore (excepting the Indian Extension
Company's cable, 1,800 miles in length), we should open up a second route from Australia to Europe,
the lines being worked throughout by English operators, and on completion of the projected lino
between Calcutta and Singapore an independent means of communication with the United Kingdom
would be secured.

If this proposal is carried out, a considerable reduction in the charges on International messages
will necessarily follow.

The present charge for a message of twenty words from Brisbane to London is £9 15s. 6d.
By the proposed line as follows :—

£ s. d.
From London to Madras by Indo-European line ... ... ... 2 12 5
From Madras to Singapore ... ... ... ... ... 1 13 2
From Singapore to the Norman (proposed rate) ... ... ... 200
Norman Mouth to Brisbane ... ... ... ... ... 02G

£6 8 1
or £3 7s. sd. less than the rate charged on the existing line; and a further reduction would doubtless
take place, were the proprietors of the Submarine and Indo-European lines communicated with.

A proposal has been made to ofl'or the British-Australian Company a subsidy amounting to some
£30,000 per annum in order to induce the directors to lower their rates. This is not at all necessary,
as the line recommended would not only secure constant communication with Europe, but also be the
most direct means, by competition, of reducing the charges to a minimum.

The 2,G00miles of cable required for the Norman-Singapore section, as per the Indo-Australian
Company's offer for a Java cable, would cost £904,4G1, and the 5 per cent, guarantee would amount
to the sum of £45,200 per annum.

The proposed cable, as per Messrs. Siemens and Co.'s offer, No. 2, could be manufactured and
submerged for £592,700, and the annual 5 per cent, guarantee asked for by that firm would slightly
exceed £44,600. It should be understood that the Colonies interested would not be called upon for
payment unless the receipts were less than 5 per cent, interest on the capital invested after paying
working expenses, and then only in proportion to the deficit.

"W. J. Ceacknell.

Adelaide and Port Darwin Telegraph.
[Laid before the Conference by Sir Heney Atees.]

Eepoet by Mr C. Todd, C.M.G., on the Construction and Completion of the Adelaide and Port
Darwin Line of Telegraph.

Post Office and Telegraph Department, Telegraph Branch,
Sib,— General Post Office, Adelaide, Ist January, 1873.

Having received the last of the sectional reports only a few days since, and as I stillrequire

" Present rate.
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some documents and maps, which will take some time to prepare, to complete the information I want,
I am unable to furnish the Government with a general report on the telegraph from Adelaide to Port
Darwin, constructed under my superintendence, in timefor the outgoing mail leaving on Friday next,
the 3rd instant. As, however, statements disparaging the stability of the line have been very freely
circulated, I think it undesirable that the mail should leave without an official and emphatic denial
from me of the truth of the statements, made, as is alleged, on good authority. I have therefore
drawn up a brief report on the whole of the line, which I have now the honor to furnish. Having
personally inspected the line from the Daly Waters southwards in the course of my overland journey,
as well as portions of the line at Port Darwin and Southport, I am able to speak from personal know-
ledge in confirmation of the reports of the chief officers employed, as to thesubstantial mannerin which
the line has been constructed.

This report being a very brief one, and intended only as preliminary to a generalreport, which I
hope shortly to be able to furnish you, I have not entered into any lengthened description of the
country, nor is there time to collate all the reports from the different sections. As, however, Mr.
Patterson's name has been mentioned as the chief authority for the disparaging statementsreferred to,
I have thought it only just to that officer, he having both verbally and in writing denied that the
statements were made on his authority, to enclose you his final report, that it may be published with
this, should the Government deem it desirable. The other reports, as well as Mr. Patterson's, will of
course be appended to my general report.

Bagot's Contract.
On Bagot's contract,extending 509 milesfrom Port Augusta, or to latitude26° 52' south, thepoles

are pine aud gum, the latter being mostly considerably over the specified size. There are also about
1,500 iron poles, planted generally alternately with wooden poles, distributed over the line north of
Chambers' Creek. Considerable delay occurred in completing this section, which was commenced in
October, 1870, owing to the absence of suitable timber over 300 miles of the line; but by allowing the
contractor to put in at first only ten poles to the mile, on the northern end of the contract, the wire
was suspended by the beginning of January, 1872, and communication establishedwith the MacDonnell
Ranges on the 3rd of January. The full complement of twenty poles to the mile were filled in subse-
quently, and the contract was satisfactorily completed about the end of March. From personal
inspection I am able to report it a most substantial line, which will stand for a number of years with
very little attention. This section was constructed under the supervision of Messrs. Babbage and
Abbott, the former having charge, till he left for England, of the northern half.

On this section, and throughout the whole of the line, a lightning-conductor has been placed on
every alternatepole. It consists simply of a piece of ordinary wire, stapledvery securely on to the
side of the pole, terminating in a coil beneath the butt, so that it cannot be withdrawn.

They have proved an effective protection from lightning, for although the line for many hundreds
of miles passes over treeless plains, aud is exposed to thunderstorms of great severity and extent, we
have scarcely had a pole destroyed by lightning. The only interruptions caused by lightning have
occurred where iron poles have been used. Since the line was opened on 22nd August, we have had
three interruptions, all of which have arisen from this cause, and have happened on the same section
and in the same locality, viz. on the iron poles north of the Hamilton, on the section between the
Peake and Charlotte Waters. The lightning, in each instance, smashed several insulators, leaving the
wire in contact with the iron pole, thus making " earth " aud stopping the communication.

To obviate this in future, I have had a short length of stout wire led from the line wire down the
face of the insulator, and brought within three-eighths (-f) of an inch of the top of the iron pole. This
has been done to every iron pole, and will, I think, protect the insulator. lam having the same done
on the wooden poles furnished with lightning rods between the Katherine and Port Darwin, where
iron insulator-pins have been inserted during the last dry season.

Central Sections.
The central sections—respectively designated A, B, C, D, and E, extending from 26° 52' to 19°30',

or 626 miles —were completed before the end of 1871, so that had our operations in the Northern
Territory been equally successful, the line could easily have been opened by the 2nd or 3rd January,
1872.

Section A.
Constructed by Mr. K. E. Kuuckey, extends from latitude 26° 52' to 25° 30', a distance of 120

miles. On the north end of Bagot's section, and on this as far as the Goyder, the line passes overa
considerable extent of veryrough stony table land, of slight elevation above the surrounding country,
from which it rises in gradual slopes. This stony country is wholly destitute of trees, but is well
"rassed, though there are patches often met with of several acres in extent utterly bare of vegetation,
thickly covered with a layer of stones. The stones, which are mostly quartzose sandstone, stained
externally with iron, seem wholly confined to the surface, lying on or, if large, embedded in the loose
friable loam, the latter being of a reddish colour, reduced to a very fine powder, and in some places
(south of Section A) largely mixed with gypsum in various stages of decomposition. At the Hamilton
and north of the Goyder, the line traverses well-grassed sandhills, covered with mulga and various
kinds of acacias, many of which werein full flower when I passed. An abundance of fine water is to
be found in large deep waterholes in the Stevenson,in the Goyder, close to the Charlotte Waters
Station, and, I believe,in the Finke to the westward, and most of this country is well grassed. The
creeks are lined with stunted box, gum, and myall; but very little serviceable timber was obtainable
till near the Finke, towards the north end of the section, where an abundant supply was found, which
continues up the Finke and Hugh as far as the MacDonnell Ranges. Iron and wool poles are planted
alternately from the south end of the section to the angle south of the Stevenson, a distance ofthirty
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milea. The wooden poles are stout gum saplings of about 10 inches at butt and sorG at the top.
I didnot see a single bad pole on the line. Twenty to the mile are planted throughout. The line has
been laid out with judgment, crossing the creeks at the best places and at right angles, and carefully
avoids low lands subject to inundation.

Section B.
Constructed by Mr. Gh E. McMinn, extends from latitude 25° 30' to 24D o', or 142 miles 9 chains.

It was commenced in February, 1871, and completed in every respect by the 15thNovember following,
when, in accordance with instructions, Mr. McMina went north to complete Section C, Mr. Mills, the
officer in charge of that section and his party going forwardto the north end of Section E, to assist
Mr. Harvey.

The line on Section B follows, within a short distance, the Finke to its junctionwith the Hugh, a
little south of latitude 25°, and keeps a general northerly direction to the junction of the Alice and
Hugh, from whence it follows the Hugh, making a considerable detour to the north-west, passing
through the Hugh gorges of the James and AV^aterhouse Ranges, joining on to Section C at the latter.
It crosses the Fiuke and Hugh several times, but is quite safe. At the first or Marehant's Crossing of
the Finke, immediately north of Section A, the line was carried away in January, 1872,but Mr. McMinn
has now planted a mast on either side at some distance from the bank. On the south side the mast
is 52 feet long, planted 8 feet in the ground, and on the north side, which is higher, 39 feet. Both
masts are securely strutted and stayed, and the longer one is built round with several tons of large
stones. For about sixty miles along the Finke the line crosses heavy sandhills, covered for the most
part with spinifex and low bushes, relieved in places by clusters of fine black oaks (Casuarinas) ; but
the country improves north of this, and is generally good and well grassed. Water is found in many
places in the Finke, Hugh, and the smaller creeks running into them—at Marchant's Springs, Mount
Musgrave, Polly's Springs (horseshoe-bend on the Finke), at St. Patrick's Camp, Whinham Springs
(near Mount Burrell), first crossing of Hugh, Kragen's Creek, junction of Minnie Creek and Hugh,
Stuart's Camp (in the James's Range), McClure's Springs, and Owen's Springs.

The poles throughout this section are sound good gumsaplings, rather overthan under the specified
size. I did not see a bad pole on the line, which was substantially constructed throughout.

There are white ants on the sandhills and on the flats near the Finke, but they have made very
very little impression on the poles as yet. Some poles which had been in the ground for nineteen
months wererecently taken out by Mr. McMinn, who found that the white ants hadcommenced at the
foot of the pole, where they had eaten out a hole about the size of his finger.

I quite concur in Mr. McMinn's recommendation that iron poles shouldbe planted, when neces-
sary to repole, alternately with wood on the sandhills, but on the other portion of the section no white
ants have been seen: and, as timber is plentiful in the Finke and Hugh, there may be no occasion to
use iron poles.

Section G.
Constructed by Mr. W. W. Mills, extends from latitude 24° to 22-if0, or 131 miles ; was com-

mencedMarch 22nd, and finished December 29th, 1871. The section starts from Lawrence's Gorge,
on the north side of the Waterhouse Eange, from whence the line crosses a well-grassed mulga plain,
following up the Hugh, and then the Jay, both of which are splendidly timbered, to the foot of the
MacDonnell Ranges, where it crosses a low gap, and turns abruptly to the eastward, keeping between
rugged parallel ridges for several miles, to Fenn's Gap, where a practicable crossing was found, leading
generally north-east to the Alice Springs (where a station has beenbuilt), and finally emerges from the
range about twelve milesnorth. Leaving the MacDonnell Ranges the line crosses the Mulga Plains
to the Reynolds Ranges, keeping to the west of the Strangways Range, and crossing a low gap in the
intervening Harm's Range. The plains are well grassed,but the mulga is very dense in places, and
water is scarce, but can be obtained by sinking on the flat. A native well was opened one mile to
the west of the line, near the Burt, twenty-five miles from the MacDonnellRanges, which yields a per-
manent supply at a depth of only 10 feet. The next water is found thirty-fivemiles further on, at a
native well in the gap, at Harm's Range. A well 50 feet deep was sunk in the Burt, but yielded only
a small supply.

Mr. Mills discovered a running brook in the Strangways Ranges, nine miles north-east of the line,
which he believes to be permanent, as it was still running when he last saw it in July, 1871, the middle
of the dry season. Owing to the scarcity of surface water between the MacDonnell and Reynolds
Ranges for a distanceof seventy miles, and the absence of suitable timber, the construction of this por-
tion of the line was attended with considerable difficulties. With few exceptions, however, the line is
equal to what we have in the settled districts. From the Waterhouse to the north side of the
MacDonnell Ranges, the poles are all good full-sized gum poles. Between the MacDonnell and
Reynolds Ranges they are not so good, but are quite sound; and in the mulga there are more white
ants, the soil being a light red sandy loam, splendidly grassed.

Section D.
Constructed by Mr. A. T. Woods (who was also the Superintendent of the five central sections),

extends from latitude 20° 30' to 21°, or 124| miles. This section follows for a considerable distance the
Woodforde, Hanson,Stirling, and Taylor Creeks, from which the poles have been got. The supply
was not very abundant, and difficulty would I fear be experienced in getting morenear the line. About
500, or 25 miles of poles, were obtained from the Woodforde, which was stripped of all its serviceable
trees for a distance of fifteen miles. The line followsthe Woodforde for about thirty miles, where the
creek ceases to have any defined channel, though it no doubt in high floods runs into the Hanson,
which the line follows for nearly twenty miles. Leaving the Hanson the line crosses the Taylor ten
miles on, and then passes over the Forster Range between Mounts Mann and Grwynne to Barrow's
Creek, where we have a station, and again crosses the main channel of the Taylor, twenty-two miles
beyond Barrow Creek Station.
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The line throughout this sectionhas been erected in a most creditable manner. The poles are

straight, of thefull size, and are a very hard description of gum timber, which should, I think, last a
number ofyears. The flats into which some of the creeks run will yield a limited supply of gum
saplings for repairs, and there is probably areserve left in the Hanson below the line ; but no doubt
eventually we shall have to place iron poles on this and the adjoining section.

The country is generally well grassed, and admirably adapted for stock. Mr. Woods, in his
report, remarks, " Adjacent to this part of the line is some very good stock country, not only open
and attractive in appearance,but probably the most healthy country for stock north of theMacDonnell
Ranges, perhaps on account of the prevalence of salt bush, which is deficientor altogether absent
elsewhere. There is much good grazing country throughout the length of Section D. The grasses
arenot rank ; they are varied and nutritious, our stock thriving well. By judiciousburning, green
grass can be secured throughout the year, many of the grasses being perennial." There is a large
admixtureof spinifex ; but after burning, other grasses spring up with it.

With regard to water, in ordinary seasons, there is probably an ample supply all the year round,
and can generally be got by sinking in the sand in the creeks, which have an unevenclay bottom,
covered with sand. Mr. Wood states that the clay is very tenacious, and thatwherever from inequali-
ties in the bed of the creek a hollow basin is formed, water can be obtained by sinking iv the sand.
There is at present a large supply at the Barrow Creek, where the spring has been running since it
was first opened out; but as a precautionary measure I would advise two or three wells to be sunk in
the most likely places, by which means I have not the slightest doubt that a permanent supply could
be obtained in the driest seasons.

The white ants are not very numerous on this section, and up to the present timehave done little
or no damage.

Section E.
Constructed by Mr. W. Harvey, extends from latitude 21° 30' to 19C 30', or 107 miles 76 chains.

Mr. Harvey also erected 82 miles 1(5 chains 11 links of the line north of Section E to latitude 18°26|-',
or in all over 190 miles of line, having the assistance of Mr. Mills for a few months.

LeavingAdelaide in August, 1870, he did not reach his work till the 24th May, 1871, the first
poles being planted on the Ist June, and the wire was stretched to the end of his section (E) by the
Ist November following, the last thirty-four miles having at first only ten poles to the mile, according
to my instructions despatched by special mail in July, or immediately I had reason to fear delay on
the northern side. Mr. Harvey then pushed on north of Section E, and, as just stated, extended the
line another eighty-two miles. The intermediate poles, making twenty to the mile throughout, were
planted before he left thework.

The country in this section, and more so to the north of it, is rather poor, the soil being mostly an
intermixture of sand and clay, covered with spinifex and low scrub, except immediately along the
creeks, where the soil is richer and the flats are well grassed. Here and there are belts of mulga,
where grass is generally plentiful. The ranges, which are mostly quftrtzoee sandstone resting on
granite, nowhere rising over 600 feet, seldom so high, are covered with spinifex. In some places vast
boulders of graniteare scattered on the surface, lying singly or piled up in curious fashion to a con-
siderable height. Quartz reefs are frequently met with, and a soft micaceous clay slate, nearly vertical
andrunning north and south.

Mount Samuel, a quartzose sandstone hill, some250 or 300 feet high, a little to the west of the
line, is crowned with immense ironstone rocks, highly magnetic—every fragment being polarized,
rendering the compass-needleof the theodolite useless.

Timber of any size is wholly confined to the creeks; and there the description suitable for
telegraph poles is by no means plentiful. Mr. Harvey had considerable difficulty in procuring the
quantity required, having to cart poles long distances. Many of the poles on the northern end of
Section E, and from there to the end of Mr. Harvey's work, are small and very crooked ; they were,
however, the best he could procure. The bulk of the poles are full-sized and good ; the others,
although unsightly and small, are sufficiently substantial, and will probably last as long as the rest.
When this section is re-poled I would advise iron throughout; indeed, iron poles for the north end of
the section have already been provided.

North of the Gilbert the white ants becomemore numerous, and a beetle termedthe borer also
becomes numerous and destructive to the poles and insulator pins.

The best-watered creeks on Mr. Harvey's section are the Bonney, Tennant's Creek, and Attack
Creek, the first and last being probably permanent. A well has been sunk at the station on Tennant's
Creek. Water is found in most of the other creeks, lasting for some months; and two or three wells
weresunk, which require timbering.

NoRTHEItN TeEEITOET.
Patterson's Section.

This brings me to the section constructed by Mr. Patterson, extending from the north end ofMr.
Harvey's work, lat. 18° 26', or 533 miles from Port Darwin, to the King 225 miles, from Port Darwin
308 miles. Commencing at the north end, the line, after crossing the King, takes a general S.E.
course, crossing the Elsey Creek at 281 miles, and thence follows the Birdum to the Daly Waters
(where a station has been built), 3GB miles from Port Darwin. The line then takes a more southerly
course, passing to the east of King's and Frew's Ironstone Ponds, across Sturt 's Plain to thenorth end
of the Ashburton Eange. Passing between the range and the Newcastle Waters the line enters the
range at the Watson, crossing Powell's Creek, where it passes over to the east side of the range.

With the exception of about thirty-fivemiles of line south of the Elsey, and a few miles north,
where the poles are small, a better line could not have been erected. The first seventeen miles south
of the King, cypress pine (Callitris), which the white ants do not appear to touch, have been used

B—A". 3.



58A.—3

throughout, and from fifty miles north of the Daly "Waters, and for a long distance south, we have
splendid poles—bloodwood, gum, and ironbark, the majority of them much over the specified size.

From the Newcastle Waters southward, timber, which to the northwards was generally thick,
involvingheavy clearing, becomes scarce, the trees being too stunted; but by dint of searching fair
average sized poles were found. The white ants are numerous, especially north of the Lawson, and
most of the timber is stunted and piped, but with good care sound poles can always be picked out.

Between the Dalv Waters and the Elsey Creek, it was supposed there was no water after the
middle of the dry season ; but the discovery of a fine water-hole, a few days since, at the very end of
a long dry season, has removed one great difiiculty, and it will probably be necessary to sink only one
well between the water-hole and Elsey Creek. Even as it is, the newly discovered water-hole will
make the whole of this piece ofline easily accessible for repairing purposes at all seasons.

South of the Daly Waters I do not anticipate any difficulty, as heavy repairs will always be made
at the most favourable season of the year, and the discovery of the fine springs called the Benner
Springs, about eighteen miles south by the Hue of Powell's Creek, makes the road quite safe as regards
■water at all times.

Darwent and Dalwood's Section.
I have now only to refer to the section constructed under Messrs. Darwent and Dalwood'a

contract, from Port Darwin to the King, 225 miles. This being the oldest piece of line (commenced
in September, 1870), I was more anxious about it, especially as it was in a disabled state during a
great part of the previous wet season.

I have had it thoroughly overhauled, every bad pole taken out, and between Port Darwin and the
Katherine iron pins have been substituted for the ironbark pins, which, although soaked in boiling
petroleum, were found to attract the white ants and the boring beetle. The result after examination
is, that out of 225 miles of line it has been necessary up to the present date to replace about 150
poles, destroyed by bush fires, white ants, and dry rot, which, I think, is sufficient to show that the
line was faithfully built. I feel it only due to the overseers of the work, Messrs. W. McMinn and E.
G. Burton, to say that I am perfectly satisfied that they efficientlyprotected the interests of the
Government, and were faithful to their trust. Whilst the fact that since the opening of the line in
August last therehas not been a single interruption between the Charlotte Waters and Port Darwin,
a distance of nearly 1,200 miles, although we have had frequent and severe thunderstormsraging over
many hundreds of miles, and a cyclone which blew down several thousand trees on the line, should be
sufficient to remove all anxiety for the future, and to prove that the line is strong and has been
constructed in a proper manner.

In a country so aboundingwith white ants as the Northern Territory, it is not pretended that
wooden poles will last as long as elsewhere. Had I thought so, Icertainly should not have advised the
Government to order 6,000 iron poles, in addition to the 500 previously sent to theNorthern Territory
(now at Southport), and the 2,500 on the southern portions of the line.

With regard, then, to the state of the line generally, I can faithfully and honestly assure the
Government that it has been substantially built throughout, and, that with very few and unimportant
exceptions, I have every reason tc believe, from the reports of my officers as well as from my own
personal observation, that the poles are sound, and of the full size specified. As explained in my
letter of December 2nd, my principal reason for ordering the iron poles now was that they could be
moreexpeditiously and economically carted now while we have a large number of acclimatized teams,
both horses and bullocks, in the territory, than we could do at any future period; besides which 1
think it desirable to have the iron poles on the ground to take the place of the wooden ones as they
decay, to the extent it is intended to uso them.

My present idea is, that we should gradually introduce iron poles, planting them alternately with
wood where suitable timber is plentiful and near at hand, and consecutively where timber is inferior
and difficult to get.

In the Northern Territory it will probably be found desirable to have iron and wood alternately
from Port Darwin or Southport to the Newcastle Waters, unless experience should show that the pine,
bloodwood, paperbark, and ironbark poles escape tho ravages of the white ants. Prom south of the
Newcastle to theMacDonnell Ranges, it may bo well to look forward to re-poling with iron throughout.
From the MacDonnell Eanges to some distance south of the Charlotte Waters, timber is easily
procurable, and, at most, alternate iron poles will be sufficient. From here to Leigh's Creek we have
nearly 2,500 iron poles in already, and as the wooden poles decay, we shall do well to substitute iron.
Having 9,000 iron poles, either on tho ground or provided for, it will be obvious that we shall only
require to introduce the remainder gradually, spreading the expense overa seriesof years.
; Stations.

We have the following stations on the line, commencing north from Port Augusta :—
Distance from Adelaide.

Beltana ... ... ... ... ... 355 miles.
Strangways Springs ... ... ... ... 545 „
The Peake ... ... ... ... ... 636 „
Charlotte Waters ... ... ... ... 804 „
Alice Springs ... ... ... ... 1,036 „
Barrow Creek ... ... ... ... 1,207 „
Tennant's Creek ... ... ... ... 1,354 „
Powell's Creek ... ... ... ... 1,467 „
Daly Waters ... ... ... ... 1,605 „
The Katherine ... ... ... ... 1,771 „
Tarn Creek ... ... ... ... 1,848 „
Palmerston. Port Darwin ... ... ... 1,973 „
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Temporary stations have also been placed during the wet season at the Alberga, between the

Peake and Charlotte Waters, and at the Elsey, between the Daly Waters and the Katherine.
At Beltana we have only a small iron hut as a temporary accommodation, and at the Strangways

Springs the operator is lodged at Messrs. Warren and Hogarth's station. At both of these places,
we shall have to build a station. It may perhaps be desirable to remove the operator from Strang-
ways Springs to Mount Hamilton, which would better divide the distance between Beltana and the
Peake.

At the Peake, Charlotte Waters, Alice Springs, and Barrow Creek, we have built substantialstone
stations of eight or ninerooms, roofed with galvanized iron.

At Tennant's Creek we have at present only a wooden hut of three rooms, till it is finally decided
whether the station shall be there or at Attack Creek. But the galvanized iron for roof, and other
materials, are on the spot.

We have only a temporary hut at Powell's Creek, the building materialbeing at theRoper.
At the Daly Waters, a large and substantial loghouse of six rooms, roofed with galvanized iron,

has been built, building stone and lime notbeingprocurable.
A similar station is being built at the Katherine.
At Tarn Creek we have put up a substantial three-roomed hut, built of cypress pine, and roofed

with galvanized iron. It is nearly completed.
At Port Darwin it was necessary to provide offices and quarters for the staff of the British.

Australian Telegraph Company, in addition to the offices and quarters for our own staff. We have
therefore had to erect a very large building, consisting of a central building and two wings. The
central building comprises three offices,one of which is used by the British-Australian Company. The
other two are used by the department, one for an operating-room, the other for the public on the
business of the Telegraph, Post Office, and Customs. The South Australian quarters comprise a house
of five large rooms, a detachedkitchen and bathroom for the station master, and two detached rooms
for one assistant operator, the men being accommodated in adjoining huts of wattle and dab. The
British-Australian quarters consist of a long range of buildings, containing ten ro'oma in all, being
quarters for the resident superintendent and five assistants. The rooms are large, onebeing a billiard-
room and library, a handsome billiard-table and a good collection of books being provided by the
company, who have also given their officers a light rowing gig.

The buildings are of stone, roofed with iron, and are surrounded by abroad verandah ; the floors
areconcrete, to prevent the woodwork being destroyed by white ants. There arealso outbuildings for
stables, stores, workshops, &c, and two large underground tanks, each capable of holding 12,000
gallons of water. The buildings stand on four acres of ground fenced in, and half of which has been
conveyed to the company, who, of course, pay for the cost of their portion of thebuilding.

The site chosen is the one originally recommendedby me, on theEsplanade, near the Government
residence, facing theharbour, of which a fine view is obtained.

It may be wellto remark in connection with this portion of my report, that in the interior we
have six persons at each station—viz.,the station-master, assistant operator, and four men. There are
also about twenty horses, draught and saddle, and in most cases a team of bullocks, besides spare
bullocks for food. The stations are all well provisioned, most of them up to the end of 1874.

Survey of Eopee.

Before leavingthe Boper I gave Captain Lawrie instructions to take a complete set of soundings
in the Eoper, from its mouth up to the landing, to buoy and beacon the bar and channel, placing
substantial beacons on the north, and whererequired on the south bank, between the bar and the river
entrance; to mark by beacons, lopped trees, or otherwise, the position of all rocks and shallows in the
river; to plot, on a generalplan of the river, the deep water channel, and depth of water at lowwater
springs ; and to keep arecord of the rise and fall of tide, a tide board being fixed at the landing. This
appeared to me to be the most profitable way in which I could employ the Young Australian. I have
not yet received Captain Lawrie'sreport, but I understand he has carried out my instructions with
much intelligence and zeal. Prom a telegramreceived from him, dated August last, he says that the
upper river had fallen considerably, but there was little or no difference in the depth of waterbelow
Garden lleach, and that there, on the bar, there was a foot more water than is shown on chart, so that
the river, in the driest season, is navigable for vessels drawing twelve feet for forty miles; above that
there are the two pinches I have before mentioned in the Omeo, and three islandreaches, where there
is not more than ten or eleven feet, which are the chief obstacles to navigation higher up the river.
The channel, however, could be easily deepened by dredging at these points where there is any
necessity for it.

Stock left at the Eopeb.

The following quantity of stock and plant were left at the Eoper landing by Mr. Patterson, most
of which will be available for carting the iron poles next season, viz. :—"„, , C 174 horses.btock { 325 bullocks.

16horse waggons.
4 spring-drays.

Plant and equipment ... ... 17bullock waggons.
, 13 bullock drays.

32 saddles, harness, &c.
In addition to these, forty-one horses and six bullocks have since been sent down to the landing

from the Daly Waters; but four teams of horses and two teams of bullocks have been sent to the
Katherine with balance of stationloading and building materials since this return was compiled, and
Mr. Pattersonfears that30 per cent, of the draught horses will be useless.
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Financial Result.
Even a preliminary report, such as this, would notbe complete without some statement as to the

amount of business passing over the line, and the following tabular statement, showing thenumber of
messages and gross receipts since cable communication was restored on October 21st up to the end of
the year, is not without interest.

Table showing the Number of Cable Messages, the Gross Receipts thereon, aud the net
Proportion due to South Australia, between October 21st and December 31st, 1872.

Number of Messages. ;
1872 i CashReceipts in CashReceipts [ 0 0̂/1872' From To Australia. elsewhere. j to^ustr."fa.

Australia. ' Australia.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. cl.
Week ending October 26 153 148 1,662 17 5 1,405 3 8 353 5 0

November 2 87 137 1,043 10 6 1,317 13 9 269 0 0„ 9 86 98 985 7 3 1,023 2 6 226 10 0
16 66 98 865 10 0 715 16 5 197 16 6
23 58 75 566 12 9 920 10 9 166 10 0„ 30 83 110 748 4 9 1,342 2 6 235 10 0

December 7 96 91 1,093 1 0 969 15 9 229 0 0„ 14 44 69 499 15 3 856 0 6 I 146 10 0„ 21 74 69 820 14 9 790 14 9 ! 181 0 0„ 28 62 86 675 3 9 1,091 13 0 198 9 3
Three days ending December 31 30 27 271 10 0 358 10 3 70 10 3

Totals 835 1,008 9,232 7 5 10,821 310 I 2,274 1 0

So that the revenue accruing to South Australia on cable messages in the above period (October
21st to December 31st) was £2,274 Is. Od., or at therate of nearly £12,000 a year; to which must be
added therevenue on local messages, which, since the line has been opened, has averaged over £300 a
month —thereceipts from this source in October and November (which were less than the previous
month of September) being £634 ss. sd. ; besides which we find that the opening of the line has
largely increased the Intercolonial and general traffic on other lines.

Jotbney Overland.
With regard to my own movements, it may be well just formally to mention that I finally left the

Roper, after having visited Port Darwin, on June 13th, androde overland, arriving at Beltana on the
19th October. On my way I carefully examined the portions of the line in course of construction, and
inspected it generallyall through, completing the necessary organizations at the different stations.
Having communicationwith Mr. Patterson and the several working parties, I was enabled to give final
instructions with reference to theembarkation from the Roper, establishmentof depot, and many other
matters which I need not specify.

Conclusion.
In conclusion, it affords me much pleasure to acknowledge my obligations to the energetic officers

and men who have with so much credit to themselves,and in the face of difficulties not easily realized,
carried out their part of the work intrusted to them ; and I cannot close without making special
reference to Mr. R. C. Burton, by whom some of the best sectionsof the line in theNorthern Territory
were constructed. There are those, too, whose duties in the office have been most arduous, though
their names have not had so much prominence, to whom my thanks are equally due, and arehere most
cordially given.

I have, &c,
Charles Todd,

Postmaster-General and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
To the Honorablethe ChiefSecretary.

Sir,— Adelaide, 30th November, 1872.
I have the honor to submit herewith, my final report upon that portion of the Overland

Telegraph constructed by the officers and men under my command. I purpose confining myself to a
general statement of the route of the line,and a brief description of the country passed through,
together with someremarks upon the question ofwater supply for maintenance purposes.

The line was surveyed to the King, by Mr. McMinn previous to his return to Adelaide,and the
country from Port Darwin to that point has doubtless been described by that officer. The line after
crossing the watershed of the King, 225 miles from Port Darwin, follows the general directionof the
Roper Creek, S.E. by E., passing two miles to the westwardof Bitter Springs, after which it takes a
generally southerly direction, crossing the Elsey at 281 miles,and following the Birdum throughout its
course for 112 miles,passing Stuart's Camp at Daly Waters at a distance of 370 miles from Palmerston.
At 392 miles the watershed changes to the south, all the waters flowing towards the interior; up to
thispoint the watershed had been to the north, towards the Roper. The line passes six miles to tl;e
eastward ofKing's Ponds, thence still in a southerly direction, passing two miles to the east of Frew's
Ironstone Ponds, acrosß Sturt's Plains to the north end of the Ashburton Range, distant from Port
Darwin 442 miles. The line then passes between the Ashburton Range and the Newcastle Waters,
crossing the Lawson at 480 miles; the range is entered at the Watson Powell's Creek, crossed at
505 miles, and the creek followed up to the summit of the range, from which point the watershed again
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changes—all the waters now flowing to the eastward. The junction with Mr. Harvey's work was
effected at a point four milesnorth of the North Tomkinson, and distant 533 miles from Port Darwin.

The country from theKing to theElsey is thickly timbered with gum and ironbark, but the trees
arestunted, and before attaining any size are invariably piped by white ants. Iv the first seventeen
miles from the King there are occasional copses of cypress pine, a tree which does not appear to be
attacked by these insects, and Mr. Eutt accordingly used this timber exclusively for poles; the
remainder of the poles between theKing and the Elsey are of ironbark and gum saplings, tolerably
sound, but seldom having the specified diameter at the butt. The soil for the most part over this
length is a sandy loam, hard in the dry season, but becoming impassable after the first heavy rains.
The line is kept on the highest ground, and consequently passes over some very rough ironstone
ridges. After crossing the Elsey, the Birdum is followed, the line being kept out of the valley and
carried alongparallel to its course through an ironstone forest country, with scrubby stonyrises. The
Birdum, which is perfectly dry towards the end of the dr)-season,although showing flood-marks twenty
feet high in the trees, runs through a Bay of Biscay valley,which is quite impassable in thewet season.
For the first forty miles of the Birdum country good poles are very scarce; the poles are principally
ironbark or gum saplings, and owing to the stunted nature of the timber, and the abundance of the
white ant, could seldom be obtained of the specified scantling. In the next twenty miles, the line still
following the Birdum, the timber is larger and sounder, and the poles consequently much better; and
for theremainder of the distance, to Daly AVaters, they are amongst the best erected in the Northern
Territory; they are principally of bloodwood and gray gum,perfectly sound, and for the most part
in excess of the specified dimensions. The line enters broken country when within twenty-one miles
of Daly Waters, the ground being full of deep holes, and portions of it very rotten. Three miles
further on, 353 milesfrom Port Darwin) the Birdum is crossed ; it is three-quarters of a milewide, but,
even when flooded, is only about four feet deep, with a current of two miles an hour; it has a good
stiff clay bottom, and is safe for horsemen at any time. Some of the Biscay Flats, however, in this
neighbourhood, presented well nigh insuperable obstaclesto thepassage of either horses or men during
the middle of last wet season. If difficulty is experienced in maintaining the line, it would be well to
corduroy a road along the line over the worst of these flats; they run in belts from east to west, and
could not be avoided,and so were crossed in the narrowest parts.

From Daly Waters to Frew's Ironstone Pond the poles are very sound, being mostly of
bloodwood, and of the full size. The clearing over this length was exceedingly heavy—I believeby
far the heaviest on the Continent—the line being carried for the greater part of its length through a
dense mulga scrub, which here attains a height of over40 feet, and hedgetree, through which it was
impossible to lead a horse. The scrub and hedgetree, which has been thoroughly cleared on, could not
be avoided either side of the line without taking the line through the Biscay Flats to the westward,
which are impassable in the wet season. The soilis a red loam for the most part, overlying anironstone
conglomerate,which not unfrequently crops out on the surface. After leavingFrew's Pond the line
traversesa portion ofSturt's Plains, and crossing the north end of the Newcastle Waters, follows the
western slope of the Ashburton Range to the Lawson. On this length the poles on the northern
portion are mostly of good bloodwood ; but on the twenty-fivemiles north of theLawson sound timber
has not been obtained—the poles are pipey and otherwise defective. Between Frew's Pond and the
Lawson there is a good deal of open country, what little timber there is being scrubby, poor, and
stunted ; most of the poles were obtained from the range.

Soon after crossing Lawson's Creek the line enters the Ashburton Range, and traversing high
undulating country, crosses numerous rocky spurs, and generally passes through a most worthless
country until it effects a junction with Mr. Harvey's work, four miles north of the North Tomkinson.
The poles erected on this length are almost wholly of bloodwood and of gray gum, and were the best
obtainable in the district. In some portions of the work Mr. Burton experienced great difficulty in
obtaining sound poles, most of the timber south of Powell's Creek being piped with the ants.

My progress reports have been so full of detailthat it is not necessary for me to recapitulate what
I have writtenbefore, save in the most general manner. Mr. Rutt arrived at his first working camp
(the King) on the Ist December, 1871. and had only succeeded in erecting eighteen miles of line
when the country, which had been rapidly becoming boggy from the rains, was inundated—the floods
coming so suddenly that, although measures were instantly taken to shift campto a small rise halfa
mile distant, the removal was only accomplished by carrying the whole of the stores and equipage on
the men's shoulders, they working for four days up to theirwaists in water. From the 3rd January,
1872, to the 10th April, Mr. Rutt and his party remained at ProvidenceKnoll, unable eitherto work
or shift camp. Work was resumed on the llth April, although the country was still boggy, and the
shifting of camp attendedwith extreme difficulty. From tMs date the work progressed, without a
break, until its completion on the 30th August.

Mr. MacLachlan arrived at his first working camp (Well No. 1, on the Birdum) on the 6th
December, and only succeeded in erecting eighteen miles of line before he was stopped by the floods,
and compelled to retreat eight miles, his men having to shift camp and carry their effects on their
backs. Work was resumed by this party on the 15th April, and continued without interruption
until the completion of the work. Mr. MacLachlan having been recalled to Palmerston, as Warden
of the Gold Fields, was succeeded by Mr. Mitchell, who remained in charge to the last.

Mr. Burton did not succeed in reaching his first working camp until the 4th January, 1872. The
troubles he experienced on the Birdum for want of water, and the still greater difficulties brought
about by the floods, have already been described in previous reports. Mr. Burton commenced work
poling on the Milne, a stream to the eastward of Daly Waters; but after constructing four miles of
line, the country became so much flooded, that he deemed it advisable to abandonthe work done and
search for a better route and a safer camp to the westward. On the 16th January, Mr. Burton
resumed work on the west bank of Daly Waters (Stuart's camp) and continued until the 28th
February, duringwhich time he contrived, in spite of rain and floods, to erect fourteen miles of line.
Work had then to cease; the country was becoming worse, and the work and exposure had filled the
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camp with sick disabledmen. Work was again resumed on the 15th April, and continuedwithout a
break, as with theother parties, until the completion of the line.

I cannot refrain here from expressing my admiration of the energy and perseverancewith which
Mr. Burton and his men pushed their work ; they were the pioneers throughout, and they endured
more privations and ran greater risks than any of the others. Mr. King, I am sorry to say, is still
sufferingfrom the effects of his long continued exertions and exposure to the weather.

My acknowledgments are also due to Messrs. Eutt and MacLachlan, the leaders of the other
sections, for their loyalty to myself, in the midst of great troubles, and for the manner in which they
continued faithful to their work throughout. Mr. Mitchell succeeded Mr. MacLachlan, and well
sustained the charge laid upon him.

Special recognition is due to the overseers of transport; they all, without exception, did their
work well, and I could not wish to be associated with a better lot of officers.

Before concluding this report, I think it well to draw attention to the necessity of sinking one or
two wells on the Birdum betweenthe Warlock Pond and Daly Waters, directly after the ensuing wet
season. So far as my experience has gone, that was the only stretch of country that could not be
traversedby horsemen last November, and it was then absolutely waterless. It would be advisable
however, also to sink a well halfway between theKing and Bitter Springs. Last year there was not
more than a fortnight's supply left on that track when the rains set in.

I think it possible there might be some difficulty in travellingfrom Daly Waters to the Newcastle
Waters in some seasons, but there has been ample water on this track for horsemen during the dry
season, which is justnow approaching its termination.

I have, &c,
Eobeet C. Patterson,

Commanding Expedition.
C. Todd, Esq., C.M.G., Postmaster-General,

and Superintendent Telegraphs.

Papers relating to the Prevention of Diseases in Stock, and to the Regulations
under the Stock Diseases Prevention Act of Victoria.

\_Laid before the Conference by Mr. Samuel.]

No. 1.
DISEASE ALREADY INTRODUCED—(PIeueo-pneumonia).

I.—Cattle Traffic as affected bt Pleuko-pneumonta.
The cattle traffic, as regards pleuro-pneumonia, is in a most unsatisfactory state. Cattle affected with
this disease travel without the least restraint in all the Colonies, except in Victoria, where the Act
noticed in paper No. 3, dealing with this and other diseases in stock, has quite recently been passed.
The consequence is that the disease is being constantly conveyed by travelling stock to the herds
through or near which they pass. Even where an owner inoculates his herd, and gets rid of the
disease, it is only for a short time thathe doesso, as the calves which are dropped after the herd has
teen operated on, are of course subject to the disease, and soon become infected through coming into
contact with travelling stock. This state of matters has arisen through the failure of the measures
which were passed in the different Colonies to stay the spread of the disease; and these measures
failed principally from the two following causes:—

Ist. The lingering and insidious nature of the disease.
2nd. The mixing through straggling cattle, bullock teams, and store stock of the cattle from one

end of the Australian Colonies to the other.
With respect to the first difficulty, it is a well known fact that the disease, in ordinary cases, lies

latent for a long time in the system ; and although it may be actually incubating, it would not be
apparent for perhaps thirty, forty, or even fifty days after thecattle became infected, if they are allowed
to remain undisturbed on the run, and feed and rest as they like. "When, however, cattle actually,
though not visibly infected, are started on the road, the incubation runs its course much morerapidly,
and the disease shows itself, according to the state of the weather and the treatment the cattle receive,
in perhaps one-third or one fourth of the time it would have done had they been on a run. Thus
travellingnot only increases the number of cases of infection and deaths, but it causes the disease to
be much more quickly developed. Indeed, so much does the travelling of stock hasten and aggravate
its effect, that cattle which become infected on the roads begin to die in the course of perhaps only
eight or ten days after they are infected; while, if they had been infected on their own runs, and not
driven or knocked about, there would have been no deathsfor perhaps fiftyor sixty days.

With respect again, to the second difficulty, it will at once be seen that no perfect system of
quarantine can be maintained when it is recollected that a large proportion of our cattle are still kept
on open runs, and that in the case of store cattle and working bullocks at least, they not unfrequeiitly
leave and travel back for hundreds of miles through large tracts of country, to the runs on which they
were bred.

Neither of these difficulties received sufficient consideration when the first Pleuro-pneumonia
Acts were passed in Victoria and in this Colony, and the attempt was made to deal with pleuro-
pneumonia in cattle in the same way as scab in sheep; but for the reasons already given, these
measures were worse than useless.
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II.—Suggestions tor Joint Action by the Colonies foe dealing with this Disease.
Still, as we know now a great deal more of pleuro-pneumonia than we then did, and its best mode

of treatment, it is believed that its ravages might be greatly lessened, and the disease itselfperhaps
eventually eradicated, by proper legislation,effectually and simultaneouslyenforced in all theAustralian
Colonies. It would, however, be quite useless, in the case of this or any other infectious or contagious
disease among horned cattle, for one Colony to take action, unless all the Colonies adopted similar
measures; for, as it has been already pointed out, cattle may be said to mix from Carpentaria to Port-
land Bay, and would cross the boundaries of the different Colonies in theface of all quarantines, and in
spite of any number of boundary-riders, travelling,as they do, by night as well as by day.

The legislation I would propose should contain some such provisions as the following:—"
(1.) The inoculation of all infected cattle should be made compulsory, as its efficacy is now

even better established than it was some three years ago, when the stockowners in this
Colony, by a majority of fourteen to one, declared in favour of it. They are now of
course much better acquainted with the correct mode of inoculating, and the results are
proportionately favourable.

(2.) Owners should give notice of the outbreak of the disease to their neighbours, to Inspec-
tors, and to the public.

(3.) None but properly qualified and licensed Inoculators should be allowed to inoculate for
others.

(4.) All inoculated cattleshould be branded as such with a brand to be fixed upon.
(5.) Properly inoculatedcattle, on the expiryof six weeks from the last case of disease,should

be allowed to travel; and such cattle should pass over infected ground without being
deemed infected.

(G.) Cattle which become infected, and arenot inoculated, should not be allowed to leave their
runs for three months after the last case of disease.

(7.) Travelling cattle again, iffat, becoming diseased, should be destroyed, and the balance of
the mob taken to their destination by the roads least likely to spread the disease; while
notice should be givento all ownersof hornedstock on theroad that the mobwas infected,
in order that they may take theircattle out of the way of the infection.

(8.) If the infected cattle are stores,the diseased animals should also be destroyed ; and their
owners should be obliged to find accommodationfor the others on some run within (say)
fifty miles of the spot where they arefound to be infected,and to inoculate them,—notice
being given as they proceed to the place where they are to bekept and inoculated, the
same as in the case of infected fat cattle.

(9.) The owner oftravellingstock, whether they are horses, cattle, or sheep, to give notice
of his intention to cross or pass along a run where stock of the same description arekept,
if theroad be not separated from the run by a sufficient fence.

(10.) The drover not to abandon any infected travelling stock, nor leave any stock which may
die undestroyed, under a penalty not exceeding £50.

Should it, however, be considered too arbitrary to make the inoculation of infected cattlecompul-
sory, a measure containing all the foregoing clauses, except No. 1, might at any rate be passed.

To show the faith that stockowners in South Africa have in inoculation for pleuro-pneumonia, it
may be mentioned that a law was passed in Natal in 1868, and Ibelieve is still in force, that all cattle
exposed for sale, whether by auction or privately, are held to be guaranteed inoculated, and to have
been so for a longer period than six weeks, unless it is distinctly specified in writing to the contrary;
and in any case where disease breaks out among stock within six weeks after their purchase, and the
contagion can be traced to them, the vendor is liable for the value of the cattle, as well as for any
damages which the herd into which they introduced the contagion may sustain.

No. 2.
DISEASES NOT YET INTRODUCED.

The diseases in stock not nowin Australia,which aremost to be dreaded, are " Rinderpest" or " Cattle
Plague," and " Vesicular Aptha " or " Foot and Mouth Disease."

I. RINDEEPEST.
The proper name of this disease is " Steppe Disease," its true home being the steppes of Russia.

It is known in Germany as " Rinderpest," and in England as the " Cattle Plague."
Rinderpest is a highly contagious fever, with inflammationand specific lesions in the alimentary

canal, which correspond with those of typhoid or enteric fever in man.
The period of incubation extends from twenty-four hours to fourteen days, and the attack from

five to ten days.
In the first stage the symptoms are very much like those of foot and mouth disease—shivering,

cough, staring coat, wantof appetite, &c, &c.
In the second stage, high fever, strongcatarrhal symptoms, incessant grinding of the teeth, and

eruptions on the nose, lips, mouth, and tongue, with a copious flow of saliva from mouth; laboured
breathing, painful cough, arched back, intense thirst, tenderloins, &c, &c.

In the third stage, eruptions, spreading over the nose and face, round the~coronet, and between
the clefts of the hoof, ulcers and tumours forming on different parts of the body ; finally, emaciation
and death—putrefaction setting in, as it were, previous to death.

No treatment is of any avail whatever, and the best authorities recommend the immediate destruc-
tion of the diseased stock, to stay the spread of the disease.

The diseaseis most infectious, and its germs can be conveyed from diseased animals to sound in
hundreds of ways.
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The deaths from the diseaserange from 65 to 95 per cent., but they are more frequentlyoverthan
under 80 per cent.

Several outbreaks have lately occurred in England. A great portion of Francewas infected during
the Prussian war. It is still prevalent in several parts of that country. There have been cases in
Denmark of late. It exists in Austria, and it is always more or less prevalent in the steppes of Russia,
and the adjoining provinces. It has been prevalent in India for a long time, and has lately been intro-
duced into China.

II.—Foot and Mouth Disease.
This disease is of unknown origin ; a blood disease, arising from animal poison ; not indigenous to

Britain ; highly contagious, andcommunicable from one animal to another, like pleuro or rinderpest.
It assumes the form of an apthous eruption on the gums, mouth, and tongue, and also on thefeet of
cattle, sheep, goats, and pigs, and even of wild animals, and in the females the teats and udder are also
involved.

The incubation varies from twenty-four to ninety-six hours, and the attack from ten to fifteen
days. In aggravated cases the disease may last a month or more, and there will be sores and ulcers
formed on the animal's body.

The symptoms are dulness, staring coat, cough, loss of appetite, fever, foetid breath, frequent
movement of the jaws, vesicles on the gums, lips, tongue, and membrane of the mouth, great discharge
of mucus from the mouth, smacking of the lips, champing of the jaws. Accompanying these, but
sometimes without them, are lameness, and great heat and tenderness around the hoofs and between
the clefts; and in cows, eruptions on the teats and udders.

In sheep, the disease falls very severely on the feet, and theyfrequently lose not only the hoofs but
the feet altogether.

The best treatment is rest, gruel, mashes, and a cooling lotion for the mouth.
This and rinderpest are the most infectious diseases in stock. In this diseasethe infection has

been wafted across aroad, and carried in men's clothes ; and frequent instances areknown where stock
which have merely crossed the track of infected animals have become infected.

It is now prevalent throughout Great Britain and Ireland,and the Home agricultural papers have
long lists of infected animals every week,—as many as 5,467 cattle, 16,G00sheep, and 1,105 pigs being
returned in one paper as infected in a portion of Sussex.

It is also more or less prevalent throughout Europe and Asia, especially in India.
It was reckoned by a good authority (Armytage) at the end of 1869, that a loss of more than

£7,000,000 had been sustained at Home up to that time, through the prevalence of foot and mouth
disease ; and if we bear in mind that it has been far more prevalent there since that date, and that eight
or ten times as manycattle have been affected, it is quite within the mark to put the loss caused by the
disease in Great Britain and Ireland at £60,000,000 or £70,000,000.

The losses arise through (1) deaths, about 2 per cent, dying; (2) through the stock falling off in
condition; (3) through the attack weakening the animal's constitution, and rendering it much more
subject to other ailments, such as inflammationof the lungs ; (4) through abortionin pregnant animals,
which is always certain to followan attack of the disease.

lll.—lntroduction op "Rinderpest" and "Foot and Mouth Disease" into Australia.
Foot and mouth disease has been introduced oftener than once ; and if it can be imported,

rinderprest certainly can also be so, as it takes considerably longer to run its course, and its germs
seem to have greater vitality, and are less easily destroyedby disinfection than those of foot and mouth
disease.

The following are the cases in which foot and mouth disease has been brought to the Colonies :—
(1.) The case of the " Winefred," where threecattle diedfrom foot and mouthdisease,and the

fourth arrived showing symptoms of having been affected.
(2.) That of the cattle by the " Parramatta," which landed showing incipient symptoms of

the disease, and which were unmistakeably affected on the third day after they were
landed. This outbreak has been traced to the sheep by the same vessel, among which,
the disease showed itself shortly after they left England. Some of these died and were
skinned, and the skins were used a few days before the ship arrivedin port to pad one
of the cattle stalls. Its occupant became infected, and infected the other cattle.

(3.) That of the " Cityof Madras." One of the bulls by thatvessel had the malignant type
of the disease,—was ill during the whole voyage,—and only died the day before the ship
arrivedin Port Jackson. The survivor was therefore infected, and would most probably
have spread the disease had he been allowed to mix with our stock.

(4.) The outbreak at Melbourne, which by the greatest good fortune never got beyond the
two farms on the Werribee, otherwise the stock throughout all the Coloniesmust sooner
or laterhave been affected.

(5.) And lastly, the outbreak on board the " Ranee," where one of the bulls died on the
voyage, and the rest were landed with unmistakeable traces of having been affected.

IV.—Effect op the Introduction of these Diseases into Australia.
Considering the vast extent of open country in Australia, the great number of stock, and the way

in which they may be said to intermix from one end of Australia to the other, through straggling cattle
going back to the runs on which they were bred, and through the store cattleand bullock team traffic,
it is plain thatneither of these diseases could ever be eradicated if it should unfortunatelyhappen to
be introduced ; and the loss, like that arising from pleuro-pneumonia, would be acontinual one ; for
whenever there were fresh subjects, as there would be with every newrace of stock, they would sooner
or later be attacked.
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Tho effect of the two diseases in Europe is entirely different; for while foot and mouth disease
there carries off only about 2 per cent., rinderpest seldom takes less than SO per cent., and some-
times as high as 95. In these Colonies, however, even foot and mouth disease would be very
fatal; for if oui" stock were to become infected with that disease, we could, in 99 cases out of 100, do
nothing with them in the way of treatment; and as they have often in summer to walk five, six, and
eventen and twelve miles to water, they would perish in great numbers. They would not of them-
selves travel one mile when they are affected, and if they were driven their hoofs would be almost
certain to come off. Sheep, again, wouldnot have so far to travel to water; but from the form of the
hoof they suffer much more severely in the feet than cattle, and the percentage of deaths among
them would be nearly as high as among cattle; while the effect on the fleece of those that
recovered would be to make the staple thoroughly unsound, if it did not lead to their casting their
fleeces altogether.

If, therefore, either of these diseases—and especially " Einderpest"—were unfortunately to be
introduced into Australia, the result would be the utter ruin of the majority of our stockowners, and
the impoverishment ofall classes in the community ; for not only would we lose the annual return now
received for pastoral produce, but meat would reach such an extravagant price as to cripple every
industry in the Colonies.

The following abstract of the number of cattle, sheep, pigs, and goats in South Australia,Victoria,
Queensland, and New South Wales, and the value of the clip of these Colonies, will show the import-
ance of the interest which would be affected by the introduction of these diseases, and the immenseloss
which it would entail:—

Colony. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. Goats.

South Australia
Victoria
Queensland ...
New South Wales

78,125
209,025

18,828
304,100

143,463
776,727

1,076,630
2.014,888

4,412,055
10,477,976
8,163,818

18,000,000

95,547
180,109
30,992

213,193

20,248
122,164
20,000

200,000

G1O,O78 4,011,708 41,053,819
I

519,836 362,412

Taking these at present prices,—allowing a fair average number as the annual " cast" ofeach
description offat stock,—and adopting the average of this Colony as that of the clip, the value of the
annual return from the live stock subject to these diseases, in the four Colonies, is as follows: —Fat cattle—" cast," say i of 4,011,708 = 501,463, @ £7 a head ... £3,510,241

Pat sheep— „ „ i-of41,053,S49= 8,210,769, @ 10s. each ... 4,105,384
Pigs— „ „ !-of 520,000 = 200,000, @ 20s. each ... 260,000
Goats— „ „ i of 362,000 = 72,200 ... ... ... 36,000

£7,911,725
Clip of 41,053,849 sheep, at an average of 2 fts. 14 oz. washed wool

per sheep = 118,O29,1S6, @ Is. lOd. per ft. ... ... 10,569,400

£18,481,125

Or that capitalized (including the value of the runs on which the
stock are depasturing) at 25 per cent.—the gross returnpastoral
properties ought to yield,—would be equal to (say) ... ... £73,942,500

The stock in Tasmania aud New Zealand have not been included in the foregoing statement,
because they are to a certain extent isolated from those in other Colonies. There is no doubt, how-
9ver, but that both these Colonies are deeply interested in the question hero raised; for if either of
these diseases woreto obtain a footing in Australia, it would be almost certain, sooner or later, to be
introduced into Tasmania and New Zealand.

The live stock in Tasmania and New Zealand are, by the last returns, as follows: —
Colony. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. Goats.

Tasmania
New Zealand

22,679
81,028

103,707

101,449
436,592

1,349,775
9,700,629

49,432
151,460

2,681
12,434

103,707 538,051 11,050,404 200,892 15,115

If, then, the stock in these two Colonies were added to those given above, the totals would be
brought up to 4,549,759 cattle, 52,104,253 sheep, 720,728 pigs, and 377,527 goats,—to £20,159,104 as
the annual return from stock,—and £80,154,000 as the value of the capital invested in that interest
in the Australian Colonies.

V.—How tiie Inteoductiox of tiiese Diseasks is to be prevented.

This must be effected either by quarantining imported stock, or by prohibiting their importation.
If quarantine could be properly carried out, there is no doubt but, so tar as the stock themselves

ire concerned, they would not spread the disease. There is, however, the risk of a slip being made,
md of stock beinc: allowed to leave qnarantineTjefore they are free from infection, and there is ahio the

9—A. 3.
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risk of the infectionspreading from the ship which brings the stock, or from the quarantineground,
should either of these diseases break out after the stock are removed there for probation.

Whatever precautions may be taken, and however carefull}' the quarantineregulations are car-
ried out, there would always be a considerable risk of these diseases being introduced, if stock are
brought from countries in which they exist, either by the stock themselves, or in their fodder, or in the
clothes of their attendants.

There is also another risk which ought to be borne in mind. It is this,—that the law might not
be strictly carried out with respect to foot and mouth disease, should an outbreak occur on board ship,
or in the quarantine ; for as the disease is not a very fatal one, where the animals can be attended to, it
is pretty certain that in such cases every influence would be brought to bear on the Government to
save the stock, and perhaps effectually, notwithstanding the risk all the Colonies would run by not
destroying them.

Under a prohibition, again, the risk is almost wholly removed. It is not, however, wholly so,
because cows put on board ship to supply the passengers with milk, and sheep shipped for mutton, will
still continue to arrive ; but these will be comparatively few in number, and the risk of infection from
them very slight, as the sheep can be slaughtered at once, and the cows sent to quarantine.

Although it is possible to bring the infection to Australia in fodder, in clotbea, or in other
ways than by live stock, it is a well authenticatedfact that the infection has never been conveyed from
one country to another except in those cases where stock have been introduced ; and we may safely
count upon that being also the experience of Australia, and that a prohibition would be a thorough
safeguard.

In considering whether imported stock should be admitted under strict quarantine regulations or
wholly prohibited, it has of course to be borne in mind thata prohibition would cause some loss to the
Colonies, through stopping the introduction of pedigree stock. To arrive at an estimate of what that
loss might be, it may be stated that the average number of cattle introduced into New South Wales
from Europe during the last three years was fit'ty-six head, and of sheep twenty. Then, taking the
benefit which the Colony has derived from the importation of these cattle at £100 a head, and the
sheep at £20 each, which are very high rates considering that a largo proportion of the stock were far
from first-class,wre have an annual loss which this Colony would sustain of (say) £6,000; and as the
importations have been proportionately larger into New South Wales than into the other Colonies, the
double of that amount (say £12,000) might be taken as the loss which the whole of the Colonies
would sustain through a prohibition. This is a considerable sum, but it is not for one moment to be
compared with the risk which would be run by continuing these importations, even under strict
quarantine regulations, when we recollect the magnitude of the interest involved, and the difficulty of
carrying out these regulations in all the Colonies as effectively as they ought to be.

Vl.—Joint Action bt all the Colonies.
Whatever action is taken with regard to these or any other infectious or contagious diseases in

stock, it must, to be of any use, be adopted by all the Colonies simultaneously ; for, if any of these
diseases once get a footing in one of the Colonies, it is only a question of time when it will spread to
all the others. This is easily seen when the open state of the country and the wandering habits of the
stock in the Colonies are considered, and that there is nothing to prevent cattle, and even sheep, from
passing from one Colony into another.

Vll.—Diseases in India and Ciiina.
Both foot and mouth disease and rinderpest are prevalent in India and China; and if the

importations of stock from places beyond the Colonies are not prohibited, there is very great risk of
one or perhaps both these diseases being introduced by vessels from India or China,—by means perhaps
of some worthless buffalo cow, pig, or goat. This is especially the case since the settlementof the
country on the Grulf of Carpentaria, and the opening up of communication between these settlements
and India, and the neighbouring Islands. Whatever therefore is done with respect to prohibiting stock
from Europe, prohibitions should, at any rate, be issued by all the Colonies against stock from these
Islands, India, and China ; for we can get no stock from that quarter to improve ours, and we run a
very great risk of introducing these diseases if a prohibition is not issued.

No. 3.
EFFECT OF THE REGULATIONS UNDER THE STOCK DISEASES PREVENTION ACT OF VICTORIA

ON OUR STOCK TRAFFIC.

I.—Inspection Fees on Stock.
It will be seen by the accompanying Regulations, framed under the Act lately passed in Victoria,
for the prevention of Diseases in Stock, that the following fees are to be levied on stock entering that
Colony, namely:—

On horses and cattle ... ... ... ... ... Is. a head
On foals and calves ... ... ... ... ... ... 6d. „
On sheep and pigs ... ... ... ... ... ... Id. each.

These fees will cost this Colony between £7,000 and £8,000 ■ year ; for, taking the stock which
left for Victoria in 1871, we have,—3,592 horses, at Is. ... ... ... ... ... ... £179

65,991 cattle, at Is. ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,299
949,306 sheep, at Id. ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,955

£7,433
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As regards horses and sheep, at least, the imposition of these fees is wholly unnecessary, and
most unjust, for there is no infectious or contagious disease whatever amongeither of these two classes
of stock in this Colony.

It is also unfair as regards our cattle, considering the way iv which this Colony has acted
towardsVictoria with respect to diseases in stock. For although there is no scab among the sheep of
New South Wales, and although a very heavy expense has for years been incurred in protecting our
flocks from being scabbed by Victorian sheep, no Government in this Colony has ever proposed to
meet the expense by levying fees on stock coming from Victoria. Besides, while it is true that cattle
infected with pleuro-pneumonia are sometimes sent from this Colony into Victoria, it is also the case
that that disease is quite as prevalent in Victoria as in New South Wales, and that infected cattle—especially working bullocks—frequently convey the infection from the south to the north side of the
Murray. It ought also to be borue in mind that it was from Victoria thatpleuro-pneumonia was first
introduced into this Colony.

Further, to carry out the proposed inspection, crossing-places have been appointed on the
Murray, and nto.ckown.ers will be put to loss aud inconvenience, not only through their being obliged
to bring their stock to theseparticular crossing-places, but through the delay and loss of time which
theseinspections always entail. As yet only sevenplaces at which stock can enter Victoria have been
proclaimed (see Schedule 4 of Regulations), while more than twenty places were formerly used as
crossings.

ll.—Obstkttctios to the Stock Tbade.
But although the charges here alludedto are unfair, and the inspection a source of inconvenience

and loss, while it is of little use, it is believed that stockovvners would pay the one and submit to the
other without much complaint. It is very different, however, with respect to the provisions of regu-
lations 6, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, and 25, and sections 10, 11, 12, and 13 of the Victorian
Stock Diseases Act, which almost amount to a prohibition against the introduction of our cattle into
Victoria; for our owners will, in the face of these provisions, scarcely dare to send cattle into that
Colony, seeing that they are very liable to become affected with pleuro-pneumonia, and if they do
po, to be seized and kept in quarantine at the owners' expense, if not destroyed.

Thus, if an outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia should occur among cattle from this Colony, travelling
in Victoria, those of them that are affected would be taken possession of by the Inspector under
regulation 17, and by regulation 21 would be treated by him in any way he thinks fit for their
cure or disinfection; or perhaps be destroyed by order of the Governor in Council, under section 10
of the Act; while the rest of the mob being infected, would by regulations 14, 15, and 23, be placed
in quarantine on or near the ground where the diseased cattle were found by the Inspector, and
remain, there untilreleased by the Governor in Council.

lll.—Regulations Ihpkacticable.

It is evident, therefore, that if these Regulations and the Act referred to be carriedout in their
integrity, they will prove very detrimental to our cattle trade. They will also be found on trial to
be quite impracticable. The same provisions were formerly tried, both in this Colony and in Victoria,
when pleuro-pneumonia first broke out, and when the natureof the disease was not so well understood
as it now is, nor the circumstances and habits of our stock so fully consideredas they ought to have
been. The consequence was that thousands of pounds were wasted in both Colonies in the destruc-
tion and quarantining of stock, and in the payment of Inspectors' salaries, and all to no purpose
whatever.

The fact is that the attempt is made, in these Regulations, to deal with cattle affected with pleuro-
pneumonia the same as with sheep affected with scab. The slightest consideration, however, will
show that not only are the two diseases totally different in their nature, but that the habits and mode
of managementof the stock arealso quite different. Thus, pleuro is insidious and lingering, while
scab can be detected almost at once. Sheep, again, are always either shepherded and kept in hand
or in paddocks, and with them thorough isolation andperfect quarantine are possible; while cattle are
not only very frequently kept on openruns, but as stragglers or working bullocks wander all over the
Colonies, and complete isolation in their case is impossible.

Under these circumstances, such provisions as those embodied in the accompanying Regulations
arenot only impracticable, as has been already pointed out, but are also very unfair, inasmuch as
sound stock may while travelling to market, cross the track of or come into contact with some wander-
ing infected straggler or worker, and thus becoming infected, be subject to all the penalties imposed by
the Act andRegulations.

To substantiate what is here said with regard to these Regulations proving impracticable, we have
only to refer to regulation No. 7, which provides for special (standing) authority being given to the
owners of working bullocks to pass and repass the border, and of course to travel any distance into
either Colony, without further inspection or payment of fees. Thus, the owner of a bullock-team
starting from Wagga Wagga may obtain such an authority on crossing at Albury, pass on to Beech-
worth, return to Albury and WaggaWagga, aud again travel thence to Albury and Beechworth, without
inspection or fee; while during this round the team may have camped on scores of infected ruus, and
passed through hundreds of infected cattle on the road, and be themselves actually infected, although
not held to be so.

When, therefore, the special authority proposed to be granted under regulation No. 7, and the
provisions of the other regulations already noticed, are considei'ed, it would almost seem that the
trainers of these regulations werethemselves aware that they would prove impracticable, and that they
dare not attempt to enforce the same regulations against bullock-teams as they wished to carry out in
the case of mobs of cattle, notwithstanding that bullock-teams are far more likely to spread the
infection than mobs of cattle.

In fact, whether the framers of these regulations intended it or not, their effect would be not to
eradicate pleuro-pneumonia, but to stop the trade now carried ou iv cattle between this Colony and
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Victoria. It may perhaps be said that the same provisions apply equally to the stock of that Colony
as to those of New South Wales, but the two classes of stock are in an entirely different position, for
the cattle belonging to Victoria having but a short distance to travel to market, would, even if they
were infected, seldom exhibit symptoms of disease on the road ; and if they did so, they might be
turned back to their own runs, while the long journey our stock have to take would be certain to make
the disease show itself if they were infected; and, if it did, there would be nothing for them but to be
destroyed, orkept for an indefinite period on some run near the place where they were found infected,
at an expense which would soon exceed their value.

From what has been said, it will bo seen that as pleuro-pneumonia has already obtained a firm
footing in Australia, it ought to be dealt with specially, and not put on a footing with rinderpest and
foot and mouth disease, from which as yet the Colonies are happily free.

APPENDIX.
No. CCCCLI.

An Act for the Prevention of Diseases in Stock. [L7th December, 1872.]
Be it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Victoria in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows (that is to say) :—

1. This Act shall be called and may be cited as " The Diseases in Stock Act, 1872."
2. Part 111. of " The Prevention of Diseases of Animal Statute, 1864," and " The Prevention of

Diseases of Animals Statute 1872," No. 418, are hereby repealed.
3. Inthe construction of this Act the following words shall, ifnot inconsistentwith the context or

subject matter, have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them (that is to say) :—
" Inspector ofStock " shall include the Chief Inspector of Stock :
" Stock " shall include any bull cow ox calf stallion maregelding foal ass mule ramewewether

lamb pig goatdog or other animal whatsoever:

" Drive " shall mean drive conduct or convey, whether by landor by water:
" Disease " shall mean any contagious or infectious disease to which any animal is subject

which the Governor in Council mayfrom time to timeby order declare to be a contagious
or infectious disease for the purposes of thisAct:

" Diseased stock " shall mean all stock proclaimed by the Governor in Council to be diseased :

"Fittings " shall mean any sheep pens, cattle or horse boxes, and any materials used for
penning yarding or confining stock ; as also any halters brushes clothes buckets or
other articles whatever which shall have been brought in contact with any diseased stock:

" Place" shall mean and include any defineddivision or portion of the Colony :
" Fodder " shall mean any food or bedding used or which shall have been brought in contact

with any imported stock.
4. The Governor in Council may from time to time make such regulations under this Act as may

be deemed expedient for all or any of the following purposes, and may rescind the same : —For extending all or any of the sections of this Act to any particular stock or kind of stock :
For prohibiting the introduction into the Colony, either by sea or laud, of any stock found to

be diseased:
For regulating and fixing the conditions upon which certain kind of stock may be introduced

into the Colony :
For the inspection of newly introduced stock :
For taking such steps as may be deemedexpedient to prevent the spread of any disease which

may have obtained a footing in the Colony, and to eradicateit:
For placing any stock in quarantine for such periods, at such places or buildings, and within

such limit*, as may be deemed expedient, and for declaring any such place or building a
quarantine district:

For the purpose of subjecting any stock to such restrictions orremedial measures as may be
deemednecessary to prevent the introduction and spread of disease:

For the seizureand destruction ofany diseased stock:
For the purpose of proclaiming any portion of the Colony a quarantine or a clean district :
For prohibiting or regulating the introduction into the Colony of any fodder or fittings, and

for the seizure sale or destruction of any such fodder or fittings landed without the
written authority of an Inspector of Stock.

5. The Governor in Council may from time to timeappoint and removea Chief Inspector of Stock,
Inspectors of Stock, and such other officers as maybe necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.

G. Inspectors of stock shall have powerto enter at any timeinto any ship or on any land or into any
buildingnot being a dwelling-house, for the purpose ofinspecting anystock or enforcing theprovisions of
this Act or the regulations made in pursuance thereof. Any person who shall obstruct or hinder any
Inspector in the performance of his duty shall, on conviction before two Justices of the Peace, forfeit
and pay a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for every such offence.

7. Stock newly introducedeither by sea or land shall not travel until it has been inspected by an
Inspector appointed for that purpose. The cost of such inspection and of carrying out the several
provisions of this Act shall be defrayed by acharge to be imposed of one shilling per head for every
head of cattle and horses, sixpenceper head for every head of calves and foals, and one penny per head
for every head of sheep and pigs so inspected ; and such charge may be recovered in a summary way
before any two Justices.

8. Any person who shall allow to stray, or shall drive or cause to be driven, any newly introduced
stock which has not been inspected, or any stock of the kind for the time being subject to contagious



69 A.—3
or infectious disease, into a quarantine or clean district, without the written authority of an Inspector
of Stock shall, on conviction before two Justices of the Peace, forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding
one hundred pounds for every such offence.

9. Any person who shall introdueo into the Colony any fodder or fittings without the written
authority of an Inspector of Stock shall, on conviction before two Justices of the Peace, forfeit such
fodder and fittings, and pay a penalty not exceedingfifty pounds for every such offence.

10. Whenever the Governor in Council shall be satisfied, upon the report of an Inspector of Stock
and otherwise, that any stock is diseased, he may order the destruction of the same, and the owner
thereofshall have no claim for compensation for their distraction.

11. Whenever the Governor in Council shall have ordered that any stock shall bo placed in quaran-
tine or under restrictions for the purposesof this Act,or thatremedial measuresshall be takento prevent
the introduction or spread of disease, the cost and expense thereby incurred shall in every case be
borne by the owner of the stock dealt with, if it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Governor in
Council that such stock are or have been diseased ; and such cost and expense may be recovered in a
summary mannerbefore any two Justices of the Peace, on complaint by an Inspector of Stock.

12. Any person who shall drive or cause to be driven into through or out of any quarantine
district, or shall remove from any quarantine district, any fodder or fittings, or any soil sand or other
material upon which any diseased stock have been kept, or any dairy produce of diseased stock, with-
out the written authority of an Inspector of Stock, shall, upon conviction before two Justices of the
Peace, forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding fiftypounds for every such offence.

13. Any person who shall be guilty ofa breach ofany of the regulations madeunder this Act by
the Governor in Council, shall, on conviction of the same before two Justices of the Peace, forfeit and
pay a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds for every such offence.

14. Any regulation made or to be made under this Act, shall have the full force of law until the
same shall have been disallowed by resolution of both Houses of Parliament, and thereupon such
regulation or any part thereofso disallowed shall cease to have any force or effect in law : Provided
also, andbe it enacted, that this Act shall continue in force until the thirty-first day of December, one
thousand eight hundred and seventy-three, and until the end of the then next ensuing Session of
Parliament.

DISEASES IN STOCK REGULATIONS OP VICTORIA.

The following regulations under theprovisions of the Diseases in Stock Act were adopted by the
Governor in Council on the 13th instant:—

1. That the diseases mentioned in the First Schedule are hereby declared to be contagious or
infectious diseases, and all stock affected with such diseases are hereby declared to be diseased stock
for the purposes of "The Diseases in Stock Act, 1872."

2. All the sections of the said Act shall extend to all stock of the kinds mentioned in the Second
Schedule hereto.

3. The introduction of any stock mentioned in the Second Schedule hereto into the Colony, either
by sea or land, known to be suffering from any of the diseases mentioned in the First Schedule hereto,
is prohibited.

Introduction of Stock from the Australasian Colonies and 2few Zealand.
4. No one shall introduce into the Colony, either by sea or land, any stock of any kind mentioned

in the Second Schedule hereto, coming from any of the Australasian Colonies or New Zealand, without
the authority in writing of an Inspector of Stock, and except in accordance with the conditions of
such authority.

5. Such authority may be granted to introduce such stock at any of the places mentioned in the
Fourth Schedule hereto, but shall not, unless under special circumstances, be granted to introduce
stock at any other place.

6. Mo Inspector shall authorize any of the said stock to be introduced, or to travel until he has
inspected such stock, and is satisfied that it is free from any of the diseases mentioned in the First
Schedule hereto, and has received a statutory declaration made by the owner or person in charge,
stating the number and description of stock which he is desirous to import, and that the same have
been free from disease, and from any contact with any diseased stock for the space of not less than
thirty days, and has counted the same, or being otherwise satisfied in regard to thenumber ofstock to
be so imported, and received the charge imposed by the seventh section of the said Act in respect
thereof, for which charge areceipt shall be given in the form of the Third Schedule hereto.

7. In the case of the introduction of saddle horses, draught horses, pack horses, and working
bullocks, used honafide for the purpose of riding, draught, or carrying burdens, having been once
inspected and paid the charges specified in the said section, special authority may be granted by an
Inspector, and continue in force until revoked by a noticefrom such Inspector, to enablesuch horses or
bullocks to pass and repass, without further inspection or payment of the said charges, between any
portion ofeither of the adjoining Colonies and this Colony.

Introduction into the Colony of Stock from Places other than the Australian Colonies and
New Zealand.

8. No stock of any kind mentioned in the Second Schedule, brought by sea to the Colony from any
place other than one of the Australasian Colonies or New Zealand, shall be introduced at any other
place than Sandridge, or without the authority, in writing, of an Inspector of Stock, and except in
accordance with the conditions of such authority.

9. Before authorizing the introduction of any such stock, the Inspector shall be furnished with a
certificate in the form or to the effect of the Fifth Schedule hereto from some veterinary surgeon in
whom he has confidence, thatsuch stock are in his opinion free from any of the said diseases, and a
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statutory declaration from the master of the vessel in which such stock have been brought to this
Colony,"that they have not suffered from any such disease during the voyage, andbe satisfied that the
said stock arefree from any of the said diseases.

10. No Inspector shall authorize the removal from any quarantine ground of any stock ordered to
have been placed in quarantine until they have been twice disinfected to his satisfaction, and have been
detained until he is satisfied that they appear to be free from any of the said diseases.

11. No Inspector shall authorize the introduction into the Colony of any fittings until they have
been properly disinfected to the satisfaction of the Inspector, nor of any fodder, other than oilcake,
bran, barley, beans, orpease, except for the purpose of burning such otherfodder on the beach.

12. No fodder or fittings shall be thrown overboard from any ship in any part of the Colony.
13. The place orbuildings at which stock may be kept in quarantine may be from time to time

determined and varied by the Governor in Council, and on the publication in the Government Gazette
ofan Order of the Governor in Council declaring any place or building a place at which stock may be
kept in quarantine, and defining the boundaries of such place or building, such place orbuilding,
together with any adjoining land, the boundaries whereof are defined by such order, and declared to
form part of the district hereinafter mentioned, shall become, and until the variation or revocation of
such order continue, a quarantine district.

To prevent the Spread of Disease in the Colony.
14. Where an Inspector finds any of the said diseases to exist in stock, he shall forthwith make a

statutory declaration thereof under his hand, and deliver a notice under his hand of such declaration
to the occupier of the premises where the diseased stock is found, and thereupon such premises, and all
lands and buildings contiguous thereto, in the same occupation, and all other lands and buildings the
Inspector may think fit to include, and on the occupiers of which, if any, he shall serve notice, shall
become a quarantine district until the determination and declaration of the Governor-in-Chief in
Council relative thereof.

15. When an Inspector make a statutory declaration of the existence of disease, he shall forthwith
forward a copy thereof, and a notification of the boundaries of the quarantine district, as fixed by him,
to the Chief Inspector of Stock, and the Governor in Council may either declare such district a
quarantine district and prescribe the boundaries thereof, or that such district be released from
quarantine; and on the publication of such declaration in the Government Gazette,such district shall
either continue a quarantine district with the boundaries prescribed by the Governor in Council, or
shall cease to be a quarantine district, as the case may be.

16. The Inspector may from time to time direct persons in the occupation of any premises
included in a quarantine district to affix and keep affixed notices to such effect, on such portions of
such premises and iv such manner as the Inspector may order, and such persons shall affix and keep
affixed the same accordingly.

17. Where an Inspector finds diseased stock, he may seize the same and take such steps as he may
deem expedient to insure the isolation and safe custody of such stock, and he shall at once report the
circumstances to the Chief Inspector.

18. The Governor in Council may, by order, alterfrom time to time the boundaries of, or abolish,
any quarantine district.

19. No stock shall be moved out of any quarantine district without thewritten authority of an
Inspector.

20. The Inspector may direct any quarantine district or any portion thereof, or anything thereon
or that has been in contact with any diseased stock, or any clothes of any one who has been in contact
with any diseased stock, to be disinfected in such manner as he may think fit, and all persons shall
permit the same to be disinfected accordingly.

21. The Inspector may direct the owners of any stock of any of the kinds mentioned in the
Second Schedule to subject them to any treatment for the cure of any of the said diseases, orfor the
purpose of disinfecting them, and the owners of such stock shall with all diligence carry out such
directions.

22. Any constable mayrequire that any animal mentioned in the Second Schedule hereto or thing
moved out ofa quarantine district in contraventionof these regulations or of the said Act, be forthwith
taken back at the cost of the owner within the limits of such district, and may enforce and execute
such requisition.

23. If any person exposes in a market or other public place where stock arecommonly exposed
for sale, or exposes in any sale yard, whether public or private, or places in any lair or place adjacent
to or connected with any market, or where stock are commonly placed before exposure for sale, or
sends or causes to be carried on a railway or on a canal or river, or by any other inlandnavigation, or
on a coasting vessel, or carries, leads, or drives, or causes to be carried, led, or driven on a highway or
thoroughfare, or keeps on any common or on the side of a highway, or unless such stock be constantly
followed and kept in sight on any unenclosed land, or in any other field or other place insufficiently
fenced, any stock ofany of the said kinds affected with any of the said diseases, he shall be deemed
guilty of an offence against these regulations, unless he show to the satisfaction of the Justices
before whom he is charged that he did not know of the said stock being so affected, and that he could
not with reasonable diligence have obtained such knowledge.

24. The owneror the person having the charge or custody of any stock affected with any of the
said diseases shall forthwith give notice to the Chief Inspector ; and if any Inspector shall find any
stock to be diseased before such notice has been given, every such ownerand person shall be deemed
guilty of an offence against these regulations, unless he show to the satisfaction of the Justices before
whom he is charged that he did not know of such stock being diseased, and that he couldnot, with
reasonable diligence, have obtained such knowledge.

25. No person shall do, or cause to be done, or assist in doing, any act forbidden by these regu-
lations, or obtain or endeavour to obtain, or assist any one in obtaining or endeavouring to obtain, by
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fraud, any authority under these regulations, or forge any authority purporting to be issued under these
regulations, or make use ofany such forged authority, or fraudulently grant or issue anysuch authority,
or obstruct, orrefuse to carry out the directions of any Inspector or other person acting under the
authority of these regulations.

First Schedule.—Catarrh, Cumberland disease, foot and mouth disease, glanders, small-pox in
sheep, pleuro-pneumonia, rinderpest, murrain.

Second Schedule.—Bull, cow, ox, calf, stallion, mare, gelding, foal, ass, mule, ram, ewe, wether,
lamb, pig.

Third Schedule.—"Diseases in Stock Act, 1872."—Authority to travel stock, and list of fees:
Horses, Is. per head; cattle, Is.; calves, Gd. ; foals, 6d. ; sheep, Id.; pigs, Id. Signed ,
Inspector of Stock, stationedat

Fourth Schedule.—By land.—Apsley, Tubbet, Euston, Swan Hill, Echuca, Tocumwall, Albury.
The point where the direct road from Penola to Casterton crosses the boundary line of South Australia
and Victoria. By sea. —Sandridge.

Fifth Schedule.—Certificate.—This is to certify thatI have examined , andam of opinion
that they are free from all infectious and contagious diseases. Signed , Veterinary Surgeon.

Dated

APPENDIX TO PAPER No. 1.

Extract from Report on Lung Disease (Pleuro-pneumonia), by Professor Gawgee, M.R.C.V.S.
to the Commissioner of Agriculture, U.S.

(From the Seports on Diseases in Stock, published hy the Department of Agriculture, 1571.)
I witnessed many bad results of inoculation in 1851 and 1855, and a case which came under my
observation on the 4th of May, 1865, in which putrid matter that had been kept in an ink-bottle for a
long time was used, led me to pronounce a somewhat cautious but adverse opinion, in the Highland
Society's Transactions for thatyear.

My efforts were afterwards directed to an exposure of theevils of the indiscriminate sale of healthy
and sick cattle in public markets, and I insisted on the slaughter and isolation of sick and infected
animals. The little support I received at home led me in 1868to call together the first International
Veterinary Congress, which was held in Hamburg, and there I met veterinarians from all parts of
Europe, who had steadily persevered in the practice of inoculation, and could furnish me with reliable
data. It is impossible, and indeed it would be superfluous, to give a detailed account of the thousands
and tens of thousandsof cases which have led to the almost universal opinion that inoculationis the
best means, in themajority of instances, to check the ravages of pleuro-pneutnonia. The observations
have been madein all countrieswhere pleuro-pneumonia has appeared, though opposition to thepractice
is scarcely overcome to the extent that is desirable.

The efforts of Professor Verheyen in Belgium, and his many attacks on Dr. Willems's method,
approved as they have been by some in that country, only illustrate once more the adage that a man is
not aprophet in his own country ; but Professor Thiervene, who was one of the original Belgian Com-
missioners, and at first among the decided sceptics, delivered an address before the Royal Academy of
Medicine in Brussels, in 1866, in reply to one by M. Boens, who had attacked the practice of inocula-
tion, in which he vindicates Dr. Willema's position. He indorses Professor Saint Cyr's remarks on the
demonstration of a preservative influence, by the most accurate and extensive experiments, and shows
that, of the well-informedin Belgium whoare acquainted with the characterof the contagious pleuro-
pneumonia, none now doubt that inoculation is a safe and certain preventive.

Medical men, no less than veterinarians,have a duty to perform in relation to this subject. Boards
of Health in cities and country districts should take up the subject in connection with the sale of meat
and milk of animals affected with pleuro-pneumonia. History shows that in those countries, such as
England, where the sale of the produce of these animals has been most unrestricted, the traffic in such
cattle has been so great as to cause the most severe losses by the disease, and without intermission.

An objection to inoculation, which weighs in the case of human and ovine small-pox as well as
rinderpest, is, that the inoculated disease is contagious—that the cohabitationofhealthy with inoculated
animals may lead to extensions of the infection, and that the foci whence the disease spreads are always
on the increase. Such objections cannot weigh against inoculation for the lung plague, as the inocula-
tionmalady is not communicated except by reinoculation. My observations on this point are very
numerous, and I do not know of a single instance recorded during the seventeen years that inoculation
has been extensively practised in which contagion from inoculated animals has been witnessed.
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The foregoing Eeturns disclose the following facts with respect to the inoculated and uninoculated

herds:—

I.—lnoculated Heeds.
1. That the deaths from excessive swelling from the operation were comparatively few, ranging

from none to 3 per cent.
2. That theopinion of the stockowners in the three districts (which have been purposely selected

in three different portions of the Colony) is all but unanimous in favour of inoculation, wherever it has
been tried.

3. That after inoculation the disease left the herds, in some cases almost at once, and always before
three months had elapsed.

4. That while in some cases as many as 82\ per cent, died previous to inoculation, only 6 per cent,
were lost from the disease after the operation, and that although in some cases 75 per cent, of the herd
were infected when inoculated.

ll.—Uninoculated Heeds.
1. That where the cattle were not inoculated, the disease existed in the herd for from six months

to five years.
2. That 20 per cent, of the cattle died.

Contrast.
1. Duration of attack : —Inoculated, from one week to three months.

Uninoculated, from six months to five years.
2. Deaths from disease :—

Inoculated, from nil to G per cent.
Uninoculated, from 1Gper cent, to 20 per cent.

Thus it will be seen thatnot only are the losses infinitelyless in the inoculated herds than in the
uninoculated, but that the duration of the disease in the uninoculated herds has been nearly twenty
times as long as in the inoculated.

[Correspondence laid before the Conference by Mr. Paekes.]
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Now South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

New Zealand.
New South "Wales.

Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 6th August, 1572.
I am directed by His Excellency Sir Hercules llobinson to invite the Government of New

Zealand to join in a Conference of the Australasian Colonies, for the consideration of the following
subjects:—(1.) A Scheme of Ocean Mail Services which would meet the demands of all the Australian

Colonies and New Zealand.
(2.) The Policy of Intercolonial Free Trade, and the objections thereto advanced by the

Secretary of State, in Despatches of July 13th, 1871, and April 19th, 1572.
(3.) Telegraphic Communication, more especially in relation to Submarine Cables.

2. Each of these questions is of sufficient magnitude and consequence to engage the joint con-
sideration of all the Colonies, and it may be doubted whether a settlementof them generally satisfac-
tory, or even most advantageous to any one Colony, will ever be arrivedat by isolated eflbrts. If it be
contended that the Conferences of the last few years have not been followed by results so beneficial as
were expected from them, still their comparative failure hitherto does not constitute a reason for not
renewing our endeavours to promote, by united action, those measures of a federal character which can
be dealt with most effectively by the Colonies in common. But it is believed that much good has been
achieved by former Conferences, as they have tended to make the Colonies better acquainted with each
other,—to create amongst them a sounder appreciation of their separate as well as their associated
interests, and to determine theprinciples on which Intercolonial agreement is practicable. Perhaps it
could hardly have been hoped that any agreement on the large subjects considered in past. Conferences
could receive the assent of all the Colonies, without the interruption and delay which arise from the
difficulties of remote situation and opposing influences.

3. The larger of the questions to which 1 now invite your attention are clearly questions in
which the Colonies are all equally interested, and they have now been subject to so much discussion
that it may be said that they are in a state more favourable for settlement than on any former
occasion.

4. If you concur in the views of this Government as to the desirability of a Conference at the
present time, I would suggest that it be held in Sydney, about the middle of next month, ami that it be
attended by two representatives of New Zealand, and by two representatives of each of the Australian;
Colonies.

I have, &c,
Hums Parkks.

P.S.—Letters on the subject will be addressed to the Governments of Queensland, Victoria, South
Australia, and Tasmania.—H. P.
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The Hon. the Colonial Secretabt, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
Queensland.

New South Wales.
Sib,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 6th August, 1872.

Referring to your several communications on theprojected mail service through Torres Straits,
and on telegraphic communication, I now have the honor, by direction of His Excellency Sir Hercules
Bobinson, to invite the Government of Queensland to join in a Conference of the Australian Colonies
and New Zealand, to be held in Sydney about the middle of next month, at which the important
questions adverted to, together with the still larger subject of Intercolonial free trade, as presented to
the Australian Governmentsby Lord Kimberley's Despatch of April 19th, may be fully considered.

2. I feel assured you will agree with me that these subjects are deserving of early and earnest
consideration, and that from their character it may be fairly expected they will be dealt with most
satisfactorilyby therepresentatives of the Colonies in consultation. Other matters of minor import,
or only affecting some of the Colonies, might be made the subject of deliberation at the Conference
with manifest advantage. Of these, Immigration, tlie Lighting of the Coast, and the Border relations
of conterminous Colonies will at once suggest themselves.

I have, Ac,
Henky Paekes.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secbetaet,
Victoria.

New South Wales.
Sm,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 6th August, 1872.

This Government has recently been authorized by Parliament to arrange for the establish-
ment of a Steam Postal Service between the Australian Colonies and America, in connection with the
European mails, and instructions will be forwarded to the Agent-General this month to advertise for
tenders in London for theperformance of this service by vessels of the requisite sj^eed and capacity.
In furtherance of this matter, the whole subject of the English Postal Services will necessarily come
under consideration. This important question, and the question of Intercolonial Free Trade, as pre-
sented to the Australian Governments by Lord Kimberley's Despatch of 19th April, would be best
dealt with in a Conference of the Colonies. Another subject of much interest—that of Telegraphic
Communication, especially in relation to existing and projected Submarine Cables—seems to demand
consideration from all the Colonies. lam desired by His Excellency Sir Hercules Eobinson to
invite the Government of Victoria to join in a Conference on these several subjects.

2. The Border relations of this Colony with Victoria and South Australia, and some other
matters ofminor importance, might be considered at the same Conference.

3. I have invited the Governments of the other Australian Colonies and New Zealand to concur
in the expediency of convening theproposed Conference, which it is suggested shall be held in Sydney
about the middle of next month, each Colony being represented by two members.

4. With reference to the proposal in this Colony to make the necessary arrangements for estab-
lishing, under satisfactory conditions, the Pacific Mail Service, I may further state, in explanation,
that the proceedings of this Government will be of a preliminary nature, and confined in the first
instance to obtaining tenders from responsible persons for carrying out the service by ships expressly
adapted for its successful performance, and to perfecting arrangements in America and elsewherefor
the expeditious and uninterrupted transmission of mails. The whole question of participating in the
service will be afterwards open to all the Colonies, eitheras a separate mail line, or as a branch of a
general and united postal scheme.

I have, &c.,
Henet Paekeb.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
South Australia.

New South Wales.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 6th August, 1872.

Referring to your letter of the 19thJane, on the subject of Lord Kimberley's Despatch of
19th April, and expressing a desire to be informed of the views of this Government on the important
questions dwelt upon by the Secretary of State, I now have the honor, by direction of His Excellency
Sir Hercules Robinson, to invite the Government of South Australia to join in a Conference of all the
Colonies, including New Zealand, to consider this and other subjects of general interest.

2. It is submittedthat no question of so large and complex a character as that of Intercolonial
TYee Trade, in view of Lord Kimberley's arguments, has yet been presented for the decision of the
Australian Governments, and that a satisfactory and just determination of it can only be arrived at
after a close and careful examination of all the arguments, both from a local and from an Imperial
point of view, by the Colonies, in concert. Whatever course is agreed upon as most sound in policy
should be adopted for reasons which derive their chief force from their general applicability, and in
furtherance of the common welfare. Hence it appears obvious that it would be a great advantage to
each of the Colonies to have so grave a question fully discussed by the accredited representatives of
all the AustralianGovernments, and that any decision formed in contemplation of opposing interests,
and partaking of this federal character, would be entitled to a corresponding degree of consideration
from the Imperial authorities.

3. Other matters of general concern, such as the Ocean Mail Services, Telegraphic Communica-
tion, especially in relation to Submarine Cables, and in the case of the Colonies possessing conter-
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minous territory, our Border relations, demand early consideration with a view to more satisfactory
arrangements. All these subjects might be most effectively treatedby the Colonies in conference.

4 If you concur in the views I have submitted—and I hope you will see no reason to dissent
from the course proposed—it is suggested that the Conference be held in Sydney about the middle of
next month, and that each Colony be represented by two members.

5. I have communicated with the Governments of the other Australian Colonies, and New
Zealand, on the subject.

I have, Ac,
Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the Colonial Secektaet, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
Tasmania.

New South "Wales.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 6th August, 1872.

Referring to your letter of 18th June, on the subject of the IntercolonialReciprocity Act of
the Tasmanian Parliament,and enclosing copy of your Memorandumto His Excellency Governor Dv
Cane, I now have the honor to inform you that this Government is in favour of a Conference of the
Australian Colonies and New Zealand, to consider the important question to which you invite atten-
tion, and the Despatches of Lord Kimberley in reference to it.

2. Other subjects of scarcely less importance—the Ocean Mail Services and Telegraphic Com-
munication, for example—appearto this Government to demand considerationat the present time; and
it is believed that they can be dealt with more satisfactorily by the Colonies in conference than by
isolated and independentefforts on the part of one or more of the Australian Governments.

3. I am desired by His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson to invite the concurrence of the
Government of Tasmania on the desirability of the proposed Conference. It is suggested that it
be held in Sydney about the middle of next month, and that each Colony be represented by two
members.

4. I have addressed lettersto the Governments of the other Colonies, invitingtheir agreement.
I have, &c,

Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South "Wales.

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 13th August, 1872.
Letter posted to-day intimating our inability to attend Conference next month, Parliament being
in session.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Victoria.
Sic,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 13th August, 1872.

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of 6th instant, proposing a Conference at
Sydney in September, for considering Postal Communication between the Australian Colonies and
England, as also the question of Intercolonial Free Trade, and other important matters.

I regret that this Government cannot arrange for any of its members to proceed to Sydney at the
time suggested, nor, indeed can we, at the present moment, fix any early period at which they could
do so, as Parliament is in session, and the presence of Ministers cannot be dispensed with. At the
same time wefeel an anxious desire to deal promptly with the several questions referred to in your
letter, especially with that of the English Postal Services, whichpress for settlement. Lord Kimber-
ley's Despatch on the commercial relations of the Colonies has been under the consideration of the
Cabinet, and a reply is about being transmitted to it by His Excellency Lord Canterbury.

Although we are debarred from accepting your invitation for the Conference by the circumstance
above mentioned, I can assure you that the Government of this Colony will be glad of any opportunity
that may be permitted of co-operating in all measures of general advancement and mutual help.

I have, &c.,
J. G. Francis.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Queensland.
Sib,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 15th August, 1872.

I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant.
I am myself,as I have before intimated to you, about to accompany the Governor on an official

visit to the northern portion of the Colony, and shall be absent during the whole of Septemberand a
portion of the following month.

The departmental duties of my colleagues, partially neglected during a long and protracted
Session, will demand their undivided attention for some time, and we, therefore, must decline the
invitation to the Conference to be held in Sydney in September.

Had the time fixed for the Conference been later in the year, we should, as a matter of courtesy,
have sent down some representatives; though, looking at the barren results of previous Intercolonial
Conferences, we could hardly expectany beneficial results from the one proposed.
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"Will you allow me again to call your attention to my letter of the 14th May last, with respect to
the Torres Straits route.

I have, &c,
A. H. Palmeb.

The Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey,
Tasmania.

New South Wales.
Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 23rd August, 1872.

I have received communications from the Governmentsof Victoria and Queensland, informing
me that they cannot send representatives to the Conferenceproposed to be held in Sydney next month,
owing to inconveniences arising at that time; T would therefore suggest that the Conference be post-
poned to a later period of the year. So soon as a date convenient to all can be definitely fixed, 1 will
make a further communication to you on the subject.

I have,&c,
Henry Paekes.

[A similar letter was addressed to the Colonial Secretary of New Zealand.]

The Hon. the Colonial Secbetakt, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 24th August, 1872.
Willconsult Governments of Victoria and Queensland as to later period for Conference, and will then
communicatefurther.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
Victoria.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 24th August, 1872.
Can you name a date when you can conveniently attend Conference of Australian Colonies and New
Zealand in Sydney ?

[Similar telegram to Queensland.]

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetabt,
New South Wales.

Tasmania.
Sib,— Colonial Secretary's Office, 17th August, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 6th instant, iv
which you inform me, in reply to my letterof the ISth June, that the Government of New South Wales
is in favour of a Conference of the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, to consider the important
question ofIntercolonialReciprocity, andthe Despatches of Lord Kimbcrley in reference to it, and on
other subjects ofAustralian interest.

The Government ofTasmanialearnswith lively satisfaction that this large and interesting question
continues to occupy the attention of the Government of New South Wales, and heartily concurs in the
proposed Conference.

I have accordingly the honor to inform you that His Excellency Governor Dv Cane will com-
mission two of his Eesponsible Advisers to attend the Conference as delegates from the Government
of Tasmania.

I have, <fee,
J. M. Wilson.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby,
New South Wales.

South Australia.
Sib,— Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 26th August, 1872.

I have the honor, by desire of His Excellency Sir James Ferguson, to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 16th instant, in which you propose the holding of an IntercolonialConference at
Sydney, in the course of next month, for the purpose of enabling the several Colonies interested to
arrive at a satisfactory decision on various matters ofgreat moment now pending.

In reply, I have to inform you that this Government recognize the great desirability of deter-
mining a system of Intercolonial Free Trade, in connection with the arguments advanced in Lord
Kimberley's Despatch of the 19th April last, so that the interests of all the Colonies concerned may be
preserved, after full discussion by the accreditedrepresentatives of the respective Governments.

I decidedly concur in your views as to the advantages that would accrue from a united considera-
tion of the subjects of the Ocean Mail Service,Telegraph Communication, and Border Duties, in a
Conference so formed, and this Government would most gladly be represented thereat, but in con-
sequence of Parliament being in session it would be particularly inconvenient for two members of the
Ministry to be absent, more especially as a short adjournment has just been obtained, and the Houses
will reassemble afew days after the date mentioned for theproposed meeting of the Conference.

Should it be possible to postpone the meeting until a later period of the year, this Government
would send representatives, who would render every assistance in their power in arriving at a satisfac-
tory conclusion with regard to the various important matters indicated.

I have, &c,
Henht Ayebs.
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The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

New South Wales.
(Telegram.) " Melbourne, 28th August, 1872.

This Government regrets it cannot fix any early period when two of its. members will be able to join
your proposed Conference at Sydney. It does not seem probable al any rate before end of
October.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Brisbane, 29th August, 1872.
Might be able send representatives to Conference in January.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New Zealand.

New South Wales.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 19th September, 1872.

Referring to my letter of 6th ultimo, inviting the Government of New Zealand to join in a
Conference of the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, to be held in Sydney, for the consideration of
several questions of Intercolonial interest therein specified, and to subsequent correspondence as to the
most convenient timefor holding such Conference,—I now have the honor to name Monday, the 18th
November, for the assembling of therepresentatives of the respective Governments.

2. From the communications I have had with the other Colonies, I infer that the last two weeks
of November will be generally convenient for the sittings of the Conference. The Parliamentof this
Colony will then be in session, but that circumstance will not interfere with due considerationbeing
given to the Intercolonial business.

3. I hope the date nowsuggested will meet with your concurrence.
I have, &c,

Henet Pabkes.
[Similar letter addressed to the Chief Secretary of South Australia, the Chief Secretary of

Victoria, and the Colonial Secretary of Tasmania.]

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
Queensland.

New South Wales.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 19th September, 1872.

Referring to my letter of 6th ultimo, and subsequent correspondence, on the proposed
Conference of the Australasian Colonies to be held in Sydney, I have now the honor to inquire
whether the Government of Queensland can send representatives to such Conference, to assemble
about the 18th November next.

2. From the communications I have had with the other Colonies, I think the time suggested will
be generally convenient; and although you have mentioned January, in a telegram to this Govern-
ment, you will perhaps not find it difficult to fall in with the proposal now made, and which I believe
will meet with generalconcurrence.

I have, &c,
Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the CniEF Seceetaet, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Victoria.
Sic,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 26th September, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of your letter of the 19thinstant, informing this
Government that Monday, the 18th November next,will be the day on which theproposed Conference
will assemble at Sydney.

In thanking you for this communication, I can only at present say that we hope that the Parlia-
mentary Session will be over, and that the state of public business here will allow of representatives
from this Government being able to attend at the date named; but we donot feel that we are in a
position to give a positive assurance at the present moment to that effect.

I have, &c,
Jas. G. Fbancis.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

South Australia.
Sib,— Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, Ist October, 1872.

I have the honor, by desireof His Excellency Sir James Ferguson, to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 19th ultimo, suggesting the 18th November as a later datefor the meeting of the
proposed Intercolonial Conference in Sydney, and to inform you, in reply, that while this Government
is desirous of being represented, I have reason to fear that Ministers will not be able to attend in
Sydney earlier than the 9th of next December, as Parliament is now in session.

I have, &c,
Henet Aters.

11—A. 3.
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The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

Tasmania.
Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, sth October, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19thultimo, in which you
nameMonday, the 18thNovember, for the assembling of the Conference proposed by your Government
to be held in Sydney, for the consideration of the several questions of Intercolonial interest mentioned
in your previous communication of the Gth August last.

Inreply, I beg to state that the Parliament of Tasmania will be in session at the time you name,
and I am informed that the Government ofVictoria cannot make it convenient to attend the Conference
at that date. I should therefore be glad to learn from you that the Conference was postponed to the
Ist of December next.

At the same time, I wish you to understand that the Government of Tasmania will, under any
circumstances, be duly represented at the Conference ; and that in all probability the Hon. the Colonial
Treasurer and myself will be appointed for that purpose by His Excellency GovernorDv Cane.

I have, Ac,
J. M. Wilson.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretaey,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 14th October, 1872.
The Government of Tasmania suggest Ist December for opening of Conference. Would this date
be more convenient to you ? I think it wouldbetter suit Victoria and Queensland. Oblige by early
reply.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 15th October, 1872.
If Conference could be postponed until 9th December, this Government would make great efforts to
be represented.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,, Tasmania.
(Telegram.) Sydney, 18th October, 1872.

Government of South Australianames 9th December for opening of Conference. Will that date suit
you? Reply by telegram.
i

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Hobart Town, 19th October, 1872.
The 9th of Decemberfor opening of Conference will suit this Government.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretasy,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 21st October, 1872.
In compliance with your suggestion, the 9th of December is fixed for opening of Conference in
Sydney.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 23rd October, 1872.
Thanks for your telegram fixing Conference on the 9th December, at which this Government will be
represented.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New Zealand, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

New Zealand.
Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 15th October, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 6th and 23rd of August,
and the 19th of September last, upon the subject of a Conference of Representatives of the Australian
Colonies proposed to be held at Sydney in the month of November next, for the purpose of considering
several questions of Intercolonial interest.

Inreply, I have the honor to acquaint you that the Government of New Zealand sympathize with
the objects of the proposed Conference, and are desirous that this Colony should be represented
thereat; but they are very doubtful whether, in the existing state of public business of New Zealand,
it will be possible for them to give effect to their wishes.

I have, &c,
John Hall.
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The Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New Zealand.

New South Wales.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 31st October, 1872.

Beferring to previous correspondence on the subject of the Intercolonial Conference to be
held in Sydney, I have the honor to inform you that the date of assembling has been postponed, in
deference to the other Australian Colonies, and that on suggestions from the Governments of South
Australia and Tasmania, the first sitting has now been fixed for the9th December next, which it is
believed will be convenient also for Victoria and Queensland.

2. In viewof the magnitude and urgency of several of the questions which appear to demand
concerted consideration, this Government expresses an earnesthope that New Zealand will be repre-
sented at the approaching Conference, and thatNew South Wales and the other Australian Colonies
will receive the assistance of your Government in consultation.

I have, &c,
Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
Queensland.

New South Wales.
Sib,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 31st October, 1872.

Referring to my previous letters on the subject of the Intercolonial Conference to be held in
Sydney, I have now the honor to inform you that, in deference to the expressedwishes of the Govern-
ments of South Australia and Tasmania, the 9th of December has been finally fixed upon for the
commencement of the sittings. It is hoped, from the communications made to me, that this date will
alsobe convenient for Queensland.

2. In addition to the questions for considerationwhich I stated in my first letter on the subject,
this Government invites the Government of Queensland to introduce any others that may be deemed
to possess afederal interest and to press for the joint action of the Colonies.

I have, &c,
Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Western Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Western Australia.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Perth, Ist November, 1872.

I am directed by His Excellency Governor Weld to bring to the notice of the Government
of New South Wales that he understands it is in contemplation to convene a meeting of delegates
from the various Australian Colonies, to confer on matters connectedwith the future Ocean Postal
Service between England and Australia,and that he hopes an opportunity maybe afforded to allow a
representative from this Colony to attend at any Conference held on this subject, in which Western
Australia is so deeply interested.

I have, &c,
Fbbd. P. Baelee.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New Zealand, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 4th November, 1872.
New Zealand Government is desirous of being represented at proposed Intercolonial Conference,
but month of December would be exceedingly inconvenient for us. We shall be glad if you can
arrangepostponement until middleof January. Please reply early.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Queensland.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 7th November, 1872.

I have the honor to inform you that your several lettersinviting the Government of this
Colony to send representatives to a Conferenceproposed to beheld in Sydney next month, havereceived
the very careful consideration of the members of the Government, and they have come to the con-
clusion, which I now beg to intimate to you, that, for a variety of reasons which I do not consider it
necessary to enter into, it is not deemed desirable thai; this Government should take a part in the
Conference.

Any proposals which you may at any time wish to make, either as the result of a Conference or
as emanatingfrom your own Government, I need hardly say will receive our most careful attention ;
and speaking for myself and colleagues, I would wish to add a decided opinion thatpropositions fairly
set forth in writing, and submitted by one Government to another, are far more likely to lead to
definite results than any number of Conferences.

I have, &c,
A. H. Palmes.

The Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secbetaet,
Victoria.

Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 13th November, 1872.
I have the honor to request your attention to my letter of the 6th August, and to subsequent

correspondence on the proposed Intercolonial Conference to be held in Sydney. It was found that the



A.—3 84

date first namedwould notbe convenient for other of the Colonies besides Victoria, and ultimately the
9th of December was fixed, principally on the suggestions of the South Australian and Tasmanian
Governments. I have now received a telegram from the Government of New Zealand (a copy of
which I append), expressing a desire to be represented, but intimating that the date fixed will
be extremely inconvenient for that Colony, and suggesting a further postponement until the middle
of January.

2. I am desirous of being guided by you in eitheradhering to the 9th of Decemberor postponing
the assembling of the Conference until the date suggested by New Zealand,with the hope, from the
tenor of your former communications on this subject, that either of those dates will meet your con-
venience. There would manifestly be some objection to further delay on account of the position of the
Suez Mail Contract, and the desirability of coming to an early agreement on that subject; but, at the
same time, it is desirable that New Zealand should join in the Conference, and I cannot see any
speedier means by which all the Colonies may have the privilege of considering in combination the
recent proposal of the Imperial Government.

3. The other subjects to which I had the honor to invite your attention, as deserving the con-
sideration of the Colonies in Conference, still remain undecided, and they are all of federal character
and importance. To these may now be added one or two questions which more recently have been
raised by yourself in correspondence with this Government.

4. I have to express the hope of this Government that one or other of the dates now named will
secure the concurrence of the Government of Victoria.

I have, &c.,
Henry Parkes.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasures, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Hobart Town, 13th November, 1872.
Name Colonies engaged to send representatives to Conference9th December.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Tasmania.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 14th November, 1872.
Queensland only Colony that has signified intention not to send representatives. New Zealand
anxious to be represented, but wishes postponement to middle of January. We yet hope Queensland
will be represented.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 18th November, 1872.
South Australia and Tasmania concur in fixing middle of January for Conference. This Government
further suggests that, as an issue has unfortunately been raised between this Colony and New South
Wales in reference to the Suez Contract, the Conference should be held in Hobart Town. This would
be a compliment to Tasmania, and be agreeable to this Government as well as to that of South
Australia, and New Zealand no doubt would readily concur.

The Hon.'the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretary,
Victoria.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 19th November, 1872.
This Government is quite agreeable to postponement of Conference until middle of January. There
is one objection to changing the seat of Conference. We have, in deference to other Colonies, post-
poned time of meeting, because their Parliaments were in session, and it was not convenient for
Ministers to be absent. The Parliament of this Colony is in session now, supplying the same reason
against Ministers being absent from Sydney.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 19th November, 1872.
Urgent. Your telegram informs us your one objection to Conference meeting middle of January, in
Tasmania, is that your Parliament may be then in session. In reply, I would point out to you it
is usual to adjourn from before Christmas to well over the New Tear; and that, if requisite,
Victoria, and no doubt the other Colonies, will meet earlier in January, to suit the convenience of
your representatives.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretary,
Victoria.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 20th November, 1872.
This Government regrets that the one reason given against change of seat of Conference is not
accepted as sufficient. There are several others, which it was hoped it would not be necessary to
advance.

1. The Conference to meet in Sydney is postponed until middle of January, at the request of New
Zealand. It would be little short of trifling with that Colony to lead her representatives to make a
voyage of 1,000 miles to Sydney, and then another voyage of equal length to Hobart Town, of which
she was notpreviously informed.
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2. In the correspondence on this subject, it has been tacitly agreed by the several Governments

that the Conference should meet in Sydney.
3. There is no sufficient reason arising from geographical or other objections to place of meeting

to support the proposed change. The objection now taken is not in favour of Hobart Town, but against
Sydney.

4. The only reason on which your suggestion is founded could not be entertained without an
admission prejudicial to the conduct of this Government, which, with every desire for friendly and
honorable co-operation, we cannot be expected to make. I need not remind you that the last three
Conferences were held in Melbourne.

The Hon. the Colonial Secbetaby, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secbetaby,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 20th November, 1872.
At therequest of New Zealand, we propose to postpone Conference, to be held in Sydney,until middle
of January. We learn from Victoria that you concur. Oblige by reply.

The Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey. New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt,
Tasmania.

(Extract from Telegram.) Sydney, 20th November, 1872.
We learn from Victoria that you concur in postponing Conference in Sydney until the middle of
January, to meet the wishes of New Zealand.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby,
New Zealand.

(Telegram.) Sydney. 21st November, 1872.
Confeeence to meet in Sydney postponed until middle of January, in accordance with your request.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaey, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 21st November, 1872.
Shall be prepared to meet in Conferencemiddle of January. Victoria proposes Hobart Town as place
of meeting, which would be quite convenient to us if agreeable to you. Government of Western
Australia desire to be represented; have I your authority to invite representatives from thence ?

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secbetaey,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 22nd November, 1872.
Toue telegram of yesterday received. Have stated to Victoria ourreasons against changing seat of
Conference. Gladly concur in the representation of Western Australia, and shall be pleased if you
will invite that Government to send representatives. Letter by post.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secbetaky,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 22nd November, 1872.
As Western Australia is a Crown Colony, I presume the representatives must be appointed by the
Governor.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaey, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey,
New South Wales.

Victoria.
Sib,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 19th November, 1872.

Inreference to your letter of the 13th instant, expressing a wish to be guided by the views
of this Government in selecting the date for holding the proposed Conference, I have the honor to
refer you for reply to the telegram forwarded to you yesterday, and of which I append acopy hereto.

f should state that this Government received from the Hon. the Colonial Secretary of New
Zealand, a few days ago, a copy of his telegram to you, urging the postponement of the Conference
until January, and that 1 have replied to Mr. Hall in similar terms.

I have, &c,
J. G. Peancis.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby, New Zealand, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey,
New South Wales.

New Zealand.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 23rd November, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two lettersof the 31st October last, one
stating that the proposed Intercolonial Conference had been postponed till the 9th of December, and
the other forwarding copy of a letter which you had addressedto the Government of Victoria on the
subject of the action takenby that Government after receiving the proposal of the Imperial Govern-
ment relatingto the mail service via Suez.

With reference to this latter question, I have the honor to state that it appears to the Govern-
ment of New Zealand that the question can most conveniently be discussed and disposed of at the
proposed Intercolonial Conference about to be held in Sydney. It is the earnest desireof this Govern-
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merit to co-operato with that of New South "Wales and the other Australasian Colonies in the organi-
zationof an efficient oceanmail service, upon terms which shall be mutually fair and advantageous to
all the Colonies interested.

With this view, arrangements have been made under which the Colonial Treasurer and the Com-
missioner of Customs of New Zealand will attend the Conference as delegates from this Colony. If
those gentlemen are not able to reach Sydney in time for the opening of the Conference, it is expected
that they will do so within a very few days afterwards.

I have, &c,
John Hall.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New Zealand, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt,
New South Wales.

(Telegram, via Melbourne.) 23rd November.
I telegraphed to you on 4th instant, suggesting postponement of Intercolonial Conference; reply
daily expected by " Albion." If reply is that postponement cannot take place, two representatives
from New Zealand will proceed to Australia as early as possible, probably by " Albion." In this case
they will arrive in Sydney a few days after the Conference opens.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretaby, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretaby,
Western Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, sth December, 1872.
Tour letter Ist November received, expressing the desire of your Government to be represented in
Intercolonial Conference. Thig Government will be glad to receive the advantage of your presence
and consultation. I had already communicated with G-overnment of South Australia to that effect.
Conference to be held in Sydney about 13th January.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaet,
Queensland.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 9th December, 1872.
With reference to the proposal made by Mr. Francis to hold the Intercolonial Conference in

Hobart Town instead of Sydney, I desire to say that this Government feels that it cannot consent to
the change, although it would be glad to meet the wishes of the Government of Victoriain any way
compatible with the arrangements which have been contemplated throughout the negotiations on the
subject, and with what appears to me a correct sense of public propriety.

The Conference was originally proposed by the Government of this Colony,nowfour months ago.
It was suggested that the Conference should take place in this metropolis, because Sydney and Mel-
bourne areundoubtedly the most centrally situated of the Australian cities; and, as the last three
Conferences had been held in Melbourne, it was not thought unreasonablethat the present one should
be heldhere. No objection was made to the place of meeting, nor was any suggestionoffered on the
subject, in the communications received from the neighbouring Governments, including that of Vic-
toria, until the Government of this Colony consideredit necessary to withhold its concurrence from the
course pursued by Victoria in the matter of the new Suez Mail Contract; on the contrary, a desire
was expressed in several instances to be represented at the Conference, and the only objection stated
was that the Parliaments of the respective Colonies were then in session, rendering it impracticable for
Ministers to be absent. In deferenceto explanationsof thischaracter, the timeof meeting as originally
suggested by me was altered, and the Conference postponed, first to the 9th December, to meet the
wish of South Australia and Tasmania, and finally to the middle of January, at the desire of New
Zealand.

The repeated postponements, all in order to suit the convenience of others, brought the period of
meeting overthe Parliamentary recess of this Colony, and it certainly appears to me unreasonable to
propose now to hold the Conference at Hobart Town, at a time when theParliament of New South
Wales is in session, with a more than ordinary pressure of public business on the hands of the Govern-
ment. The suggestion offered by Mr. Francis that the Christmas adjournment would enable Ministers
of this Colony to attend at Hobart Town is altogether impracticable, even if there were no other
objections. The Parliament of this Colony will probably adjourn on Friday, the 20th instant, for
eighteen days, viz. until Tuesday, the 7th January, while the meeting of the Conference is postponed
until the middle of January. In fact, it would not be possible for this Government, with the
important measures now before the Legislature, to be represented at a Conference held at Hobart
Town at the time fixed.

There is, however,a still greaterobjection to altering the seat of the Conference »s proposed by
Mr. Francis. I and mycolleagues could not consent to it, on the grounds urged,without admitting
that the conduct of this Government in its intercourse with Victoria has been of a character to which
just exception can be taken. While acting from a sense of duty in asserting tho rights and protecting
the interests of New South Wales, we disclaimbeing actuated by any feeling or desire inimical to the
interests of Victoria. We know of noreason, and can acknowledge none,why the honor and influence
of Victoria would not be as much respected in Sydney as in Hobart Town, and as much now as at any
former period.

I enclose copy of correspondence on the subject.
I have, &c,

Henet Paekes.
[A similar letter was addressed to the Chief Secretary, South Australia; the Colonial Secretary,

Tasmania ; and the Colonial Secretary, New Zealand.]
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The Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt,
Queensland.

Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 11thDecember, 1872.
Iregret to learn,from your letter of the 7th November, that the Government of Queensland

did not at that date consider it desirable to send representatives to the Conference to be held in
Sydney next month, and I still entertain a hope that, in deference to the views of the other Colonies,
you will reconsider the matter and decide to be represented.

The Colonies of Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, Western Australia, New Zealand, and New
South "Wales have now agreed to be present at the Conference, the only difference being the one
raised by Victoriaas to place of meeting.

I again express a strong hope that the Governmentof Queensland willnot be unrepresented.
I have, &c.,

" Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New Zealand.

New South "Wales.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 11thDecember, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd ultimo, stating that
my two communications of the 31st of the previous month had beenreceived, and informing me that
the Colonial Treasurerand the Commissionerof Customs of New Zealand will attend the Intercolonial
Conference in Sydney, as delegates of that Colony.

I have, &c,
Henet Halloean,

(for the Colonial Secretary).

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Tasmania.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, 17th December, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, upon the
subject of the proposal of the Colony of Victoria that the approaching Conference should be held in
Hobart Town.

It would have been a source of much gratification to this Colony if circumstances would have
permitted the Governmentof New South Wales to acquiesce in the selection of that Colony as the seat
of the Conference ; but fully appreciating the reasons adduced by you for withholding your consent, I
can only assure you that the delegates from Tasmania will be prepared to attend wherever it maybe
finally decided that the representatives of the several Colonies shall assemble to deliberate upon the
important subjects awaiting their consideration.

I have, &c,
James K. Scott.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 21st December, 1872.
Oue Parliament stands adjourned until Wednesday, January loth. I would suggest Monday, January
13th,for opening the Conference, which date I think will probably suit all the Colonies.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

South Australia.
Sic,— Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 24th December, 1872.

I have the honor, by desire of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, and to thank you for the copies of corre-
spondence respecting the action of the Government of Victoria relative to the proposed new Postal
Service via Suez, contained therein.

I consider that your Government has made out a strong case in favour of the Conference being
held at Sydney, as originally proposed.

I have, &c,
Henet Atees.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
Victoria.

Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 23rd December, 1872.
I have the honor to suggest for your concurrence, Monday, the 13th January, for the opening

of the Intercolonial Conference. Inreply to an inquiry from the Chief Secretary of South Australia,
I have suggested the same day to the Government of that Colony.

I assume that this date will meet the wishes of the New Zealand Government, as the period to
which a postponement was originally desired was themiddle of January.

The Parliament of this Colony stands adjourned until Wednesday, the 15th January. And in
any case Ministers here must attend the sittings of the Conference during the Session of Parliament.
It will not therefore much inconvenience this Government should a later day be preferred for the
opening.
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In addition to tbe subjects mentioned in my first letter, this Government would desire to submit
to the Conference the question of prohibiting throughout Australia the importation of live stock from
the United Kingdom and Foreign Countries, with the view of excluding rinderpest and other malignant
diseases.

I have, &c,
Henet Paekes.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetabt,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 30th December, 1872.
I and theTreasurer will attend Conference, and will be in Sydney in time to meet on or about the
13th January.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetakt, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
Victoria.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 30th December, 1872.
Youetelegram received. The Honorable Saul Samuel (Vice-President of the Executive Council),
together with myself, has been authorized by the Governor in Council to represent this Government
in the Conference.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetabt, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetaet,
South Australia.

(Extract from Telegram.) Sydney, 30th December, 1872.
Youe letter received. The Hon. Saul Samuel (Vice-President of the Executive Council), together
with myself, has been authorized by the Governor in Council to represent this Government in the
Conference. I have received a messageinforming me that Mr. Francis and Mr. Langton (Treasurer)
will represent Victoria.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South "Wales.

(Telegram.) Hobart Town, 30th December, 1872.
Is the date for holding the Intercolonial Conference fixed, and what Colonies have agreed ? "We are
anxious to know as soon as possible.

The Hon. the Colonial Secketaet, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
Queensland.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 30th December, 1872.
I and the Vice-President (Mr. Samuel) have been authorized by the Governor in Council to represent
this Government in the Conference. I have received messages informing me that Mr. Francis
(Premier) and Mr. Langton (Treasurer) willrepresent Victoria; and that Sir HenryAyers (Premier)
and Mr. Barrow (Treasurer) willrepresent South Australia. The Conference will meet January 13th
to January 15th.

[Similar telegram sent to the Colonial Secretary of Tasmania.]

The Hon. the Colonial Secketaet, New South "Wales, to the Hon. Julius Vogel. (To be
delivered in Melbourne by Telegraph Office, on his arrival thereper " Kangitoto").

(Telegram.) Sydney, 30th December, 1872.
I and the Vice-President of the Executive Council (Mr. Samuel) have been authorized by the Governor
in Council to represent this Government in the Conference. The Chief Secretary and Treasurer in
each case will represent Victoria and South Australia. It is proposed that the Conference meet
January 13th to 15th.

The Hon. J. Vogel to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, New South "Wales.
(Telegram.) Melbourne, 2nd January, 1873.

Hate received your telegram describingrepresentatives to Conference. Mr. Eeynolds (Commissioner
of Customs) and myself (Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General) will attend on behalf of New-
Zealand.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South "Wales.

(Telegram.) 2nd January, 1873.
His Excellency the Governor in Council has appointed myself and the Secretary for Lands (Mr.
Thompson) as delegates to the Conference to be held in Sydney on 13th instant.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South "Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 3rd January, 1873.
Thanks for your telegram. The Treasurer and I propose leaving by "Aldinga," on Tuesday, for
Melbourne; will telegraph from thereour probable arrival in Sydney.
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The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Hobart Town, 3rd January, 1873.
~F. M. Inxes (Premier and Treasurer) and J. M. Wilson (President, Legislative Council) will represent
Tasmania at the Conference.

New Zealand Delegates to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetary, New South Wales.
(Telegram.) Melbourne, 4th January, 1873.

Considering that, as Western Australia is sending delegates, it would be diseoui'teous to commence
until they have arrived, we concurredyesterday with Mr. Francis and Mr. Langton that it is desirable
to postpone commencement of Conference until after arrival of mail steamer.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey,
Queensland.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 4th January, 1873.
I have received the following telegram from the Chief Secretary of Victoria :—"Delegates from New
Zealand concur with us that, as Western Australian Delegates are comingby mailsteamer, Conference
at Sydney should be postponed until after her arrival there. We thereforepropose to leave by same
vessel."

[Similar telegram to Colonial Secretary, Tasmania.]

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Brisbane, 4th January, 1873.
I presume you must postpone. We intended starting to-night per " Leichardt," and are all ready ;
but I can't spare time to wait in Sydney. Reply.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetary, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretaey,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Brisbane, Gth January, 1873.
Please advise what date you have adjoufned Conference to, that I may make my arrangements.

Substance of Telegram from the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales,
to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Queensland.

7th January, 1873.
Imerely concurred in delay to enable delegatesfrom Western Australiato arrive by mail steamer.
Do not think Conference can meetbefore Monday, 20th.

ADDRESSES TO THE EIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

NO. 1.
Intercolonial Commercial Pteciprocity.

To tiie Right Honorable the Secretary op State fob tiie Colonies,—The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Conference in Sidney, have
carefully considered the correspondence which has taken place between the Right Honorable the
Secretary of Statefor the Colonies and their several Governments, upon the subject 'of Intercolonial
Commercial Reciprocity. The Conference having given respectful attention to the arguments used by
the Secretary of State, still consider it their duty to urge upon the Imperial Government the removal
of the restrictions which preclude two or more Colonies of the Australasian Group from entering into
arrangements for the admission of articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of
Australia or iNew Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually agree.

The Conference express their earnest hope that Her Majesty's Government will introduce, at as
early a date as possible, the necessary measure of legislation to give effect to the wishes of the
Conference.

Signed at Sydney, the 11th day of February, 1873.
Henry Parkes, Colonial Secretary, ) „ ~ ~„ .
Saul Samuel, Vice-President of the Executive Council, j Aew bouth Wales-
Julius Vogel, Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General, ) „ y i i
William H. Reynolds, Commissioner of Customs, j xNew ealand-
A. H. Palmer, Colonial Secretary, ) n , ,
J. Malbon Thompson, Secretary for Public Lands, J Queensland.
Henet Atehs, Chief Secretary, } „ ~ . ~
John H. Bahrow, Treasurer, j Wh Australia.
Feedk. M. Innes, Colonial Treasurer, } m
J. M. Wilson, M.L.C., [Tasmania.
Jas. G. Francis, Chief Secretary, 7 ,r. .
Edwaed Langton, Treasurer, j X oria'
Feed. P. Baelee, Colonial Secretary, ... ... Western Australia

12-A. 3.
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No. 2.
Duty on Australian Wines imported into the United Kingdom.

To the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,—
The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South

Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia,respectfully request the Imperial Government
to take into consideration the great disadvantage under which the Vinegrowers of Australia labour
with respect to the duty charged on the admission of their wines into the United Kingdom.

The natural alcoholic strength of Australian wines is generally in excess of twenty-six per cent,
of proof spirit, on which the duty of two shillings and sixpence is payable,—a rate which is almost
prohibitory of the import of wine from Australia into the United Kingdom.

A large proportion of the wines of France and Germany seldom reach the standard of twenty-
six per cent, of proof spirit, and are therefore admitted at the lowest duty of one shilling per gallon.

Large quantities of wine are being produced in the Australasian Colonies, greatly in excess of
the consumption of their inhabitants, and a very considerable export could be made to the United
Kingdom if the standardof strength at which the higher duty of two shillings and sixpence is charged
was increased from twenty-six to thirty-fiveper cent, of proof spirit.

The Representatives of the Colonies in Conference therefore trust that the Secretary of State
will take the necessary steps to extend the limit of the standard of strength to thirty-fiveper cent,
accordingly, and thus allow such wines to be admitted at the duty of one shilling per gallon, andafford
encouragementto a most important industry in which so many Colonists are engaged.

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873.
Henry Parkes, Colonial Secretary, *) -»T r, ~ mi
ci cj -iV- r> " i i. j; A -n j.- n -i f New South Wales.Saul Samuel, Vice-Fresident or the Executive Council, )
Julius Vooel, Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General, \ -m- t

„ i i
William H. Reynolds, Commissioner of Customs, j
A. H. Palmer, Colonial Secretary, In l AJ. Malbon Thompson, Secretary for Public Lands, j i^ueensiana.
Henry Ayers, Chief Secretary, ") c ,-, . , ~
John H. Barrow, Treasurer, } South Austral.a.

, Fredk. M. Innes, Colonial Treasurer, 7 m
J. M. Wilson, M.L.C., j Tasmania.
Jas. G. Francis, Chief Secretary, ■) . .
Edward Langton, Treasurer, j lc ona"

Fred. P. Baklee, Colonial Secretary, ... ... ... "Western Australia.

No. 3.
Acquisition or Construction of through Line of Telegraphic Communication

between Great Britain, India, and Australasia.
To the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,—

The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand,Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, in Conference assembled,in forwarding to the
Right Honorable the Secretary of Statefor the Colonies the Resolution attached (which passed the.
Conference unanimously), desire to impress upon his Lordship their sense of its urgency and
importance.

The Governments of all tho Australasian Colonies have taken charge of the lines of telegraphic
communication in their respective Colonies. Experience has shown that this course has enabled far
greater facilities to be offered to those using the telegraph, and at lower rates, than if the lines had
been permitted to pass into private hands, or into the hands of public companies. Her Majesty's
Governmenthave recently acquired the land lines within the United Kingdom ; and the Conference
believe,from the information they possess, that tho change has been attended with success.

They are of opinion that the arguments which may be used in favour of Governments taking
charge of the land lines within their territories, apply with more force to their taking charge of tho
means of communication between the separate parts of the same Empire.

The national objects served are too obvious to need comment. It is submitted that they are
sufficiently strong to be worthy of consideration, even supposing the communicationwould have to be
maintainedat some pecuniary cost.

But the proposal made by the Conference will in all probability not involve a loss. On the
contrary, it may equally be urged on the ground of economy as on thatof good government. Her
Majesty's subjects in theUnited Kingdom, India, and Australasia have nowto use the lines inthe hands
of Joint Stock Companies, who look for rates to yield their shareholders from 10 to 15 per cent. I£
the Governments acquired the lines, they could obtain money at about 4 per cent.; besides that, by
the use of Her Majesty's ships, the lines could be maintainedat loss than the present cost of main-
tenance. The Governments would therefore be able to offer the use of the telegraph at lower rates
than Joint Stock Companies are inclined to do. When it is considered how materially telegraphic
communication promotes the prosperity of the countries enjoying it, it may without exaggerationbe
asserted that the proposal made by the Conference is one in the interest of a large portion of Her
Majesty's subjects.

The Conference would prefer that Her Majesty's Government should elaborate the details; and
they merely throw out as a suggestion, that the Imperial Government, in conjunction with the
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Governments of India and the Australasian Colonies, should jointly acquire or construct a through
line between the United Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand, and by way of Her Majesty's Indian
Possessions.

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873.
Henry Parkes, Colonial Secretary, ") X „ ~w ,
Saul Samuel, Vice-President of the Executive Council, j Bouttl VVales>

Julius Vogel, Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General, ) „ \. AWilliam H. Reynolds, Commissioner of Customs, j ; aan .
A. H. Palmer, Colonial Secretary, 7 n 1 AJ. Malbon Thompson, Secretary for Public Lands, j
Henry Ayers, Chief Secretary, 7 « i-i, A + r-
T tt t, m f bouth Australia.John H. Barrow, Treasurer, j
Fredk. M. Innes, Colonial Treasurer, 7 m
t n/r w ,I T n >■ Tasmania.J. M. Wilson, M.L.C., j
Jas. G. Francis, Chief Secretary, 1 ,r. , .
t^ t m r Victoria.Edward Langton, Treasurer, j
Fred. P. Baulee, Colonial Secretary, Western Australia.

Resolution referred to.

3. Mr. Vogel then moved, and Mr. Barlee seconded, the following Resolution, which was
unanimously agreed to:—"That this Conference, representing the Governments of the several
Australasian Colonies, desire to express to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State their willing-
ness and anxiety to co-operate with the Imperial Government in the acquisition or construction of
through lines of Telegraphic Communication between Great Britain, India, and Australasia."

Henry Parkes,
Chairman.

No. 4.
Investment of Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities.

To the Eight Honorable the Secretart op State for the Colonies,—
The Representatives of the Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently

to impress upon the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very great and
unnecessary disadvantages to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through
trustees in the United Kingdom not being at liberty to invest trust funds in Colonial Government
Securities.

When trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain
securities, their discretion as to investment is still limitedby certain Acts of Parliament. They may
invest in securities guaranteedby Parliament, in securities authorized by general order of the Court
of Chancery, in parliamentary stocks, in public funds, or Government securities. They are also
allowedto invest in Indian unguaranteed stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in
railway securities.

It is submittedby the Conference, that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which
trustees would be at liberty to invest in Colonial Government Securities. There can be no reason
■why the securities of the Colonies shouldnotbe placed upon as favourable afooting as the unguaranteed
securities of India.

There arc numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, beneficially interested in trust
funds in the United Kingdom, who desire that such funds should be invested within the Colony in
which they reside. The trust deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the trustees, in the absence of
the suggested legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on
behalf of whom they act.

The enormous accumulations of trust moneys would make the measure now suggested one of
great convenience to a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect
to this representation.

Signedat Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873.
Henry Parkes, Colonial Secretary, ■) AT Q n -m- i„ „ '~. -v .j ~ V, -r, ,■ r, ■■" > JSew South Wales.Saul Samuel, Vice-President ot the Executive Council, )
Julius Vogel, Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General,\ ■** Z 1 dWilliam H. Reynolds, Commissioner of Customs, j w
A. H. Palmer, Colonial Secretary, \ q eeng ]an(jJ. Malbon Thompson, Secretary for Public Lands, )
Hekry Ayers, Chief Secretary, )«„ v, a + „!"„
T -„.,, ~, "" > bouth Australia.John 11. Barrow, Ireasurer, )
Fredk. M. Innes, Colonial Treasurer, 7 m
t nr tit ,1 t /-i f Tasmania.J. M. Wilson, M.L.C., j
Jas. G. Francis, Chief Secretary, ) y , ■Edward Langton, Treasurer, j
Fred. P. Barlee, Colonial Secretary, ... ... ...Western Australia.
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Circular Despatch respecting New Postal Service via Suez.
The Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Officer Administering

the GOTERNMENT of NEW SOUTH WaLES.
(Circular.) Downing Street,

Sib,— 4th September, 1872.
I transmit to you acopy of a letterfrom the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, containing

proposals for a new postal service with the Australasian Colonies on the termination of the present
contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company at the end of the year 1873.

Irequest thatyou will inform mo of the views of your Government on their Lordships' proposals.
I have,&c,

Kimberley.

Charles W. Stronge, Esq., to E. G. ~W. Herbert, Esq., Colonial Office.
Sic,— Treasury Chambers, 14th August, 1872.

I am commandedby the Lords Commissionersof Her Majesty's Treasury to request that you
will state to the Earl of Kimberley, with reference to thecorrespondence that hasrecently taken place
relative to the packet service between this country and the Australian Colonies and New Zealand,
that my Lords have given this subject their attentive consideration.

My Lords would observe that the several Colonies (with the exception of "West Australia) having
requested that an end should be put to the contract under which the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company now convey the Australian mails between Point de Galle and Sydney, the
necessary notice has been given to the Company, and the contract will expire at the end of next year
(1873).

It therefore becomes necessary to determine in what manner and by what route the postal com-
munication should be maintained when the contract in question comes to an end.

The several routes which have been suggested are—
1. The present route via Suez and Point de Galle ;
2. As an alternative route, the route via San Francisco; and
3. Incidentally, theroute via the Cape of Good Hope.

The advantages, however, attendant upon the present route appear to my Lords to beso conclusive
that they are decidedly of opinion that it should notbe changed.

The advantagesare, first, that it is the shortest; and secondly, that by making use of the vessels
under contract with Her Majesty's Government for the India and China Service as far as Point de
Galle, the carriage of the Australian mails is provided for a considerableportion of the distance over
which they have to be conveyed.

As several of the Australian Colonies have, on repeated occasions, complained of the manner in
which the service between Point de Galle and Australia has been performed, and so much difficulty
has hithertobeen experienced by the Home Government in providing a service satisfactory to the
Colonies, my Lords have come to the conclusion that it is not advisable that the Imperial Government
should any longer be parties to any contract for the service between Point de Galle and Australia,
but that it would be better that the Colonies should, at the expiration of the present contract, them-
selves,in combination, provide such service, leaving it to the Imperial Government to provide for the
conveyance of the mails between England and Point de Galle.

A considerable sum has hitherto been contributed by the Australian Colonies and New Zealand
towards the expense of the conveyance of their mails between this country and Point de Galle; my
Lords propose, at the terminationof the present Point de Galle and Australian contract, to relieve the
Coloniesfrom any payment on this account, and to undertake,on the part of the Imperial Government,
so long as the present contract for the India and China Mail Service is in existence, that is, until the
31st January, 1880, to convey the Colonial mails between Englandand Point de Galle, and vice versa,
free of all charge to the Colonies, on the Colonies, in combination, providing an efficient line of packets,
fitted at Point do Galle to the Suez and China packets, to run once every four weeks (or once every
fortnight, whicheverthe Colonies may deem most essential to their own interests)betweenPoint de Galle
and whatever port or ports in Australia the Colonies may themselvesconsider most expedient, and vice
versa; and myLords will be prepared to contribute a sum not exceedingone-half of the expenses of a
four-weekly service between Point de Galle and the Australian Colonies and New Zealand (in the
event of the latter Colony becoming a party to the arrangement), subject, however, to the distinct
limitation that the contribution to be made on the part of the Imperial Government in any one year
shall in no case exceed £40,000, and on the understanding that the packets shall call at King George's
Sound to land and embark the West Australian mails; that Colony being, however, called upon to
pay her share, in proportion to her correspondence, towards the expense of the packet service between
Point de Galle and. Australia;and in the event of the Coloniesarranging conjointly orby a substantial
majority for a fortnightly service,my Lords will be prepared to entertain the question of afurther
contribution.■ But this undertaking is given upon the express condition that any second service towards which
the Imperial Government may render assistance is alternative with tho other—i.e., that there shall
be sufficient interval between the arrival and departure of the steamers for the purposes of corre-
spondence.

As it appears from the letterfrom the Colonial Office, dated the 24th ultimo, and its enclosures,
that it is the wish of the Government of Queensland that tho correspondence of that Colony shall be
conveyed once every four weeks via Torres Straits, my Lords have no objection, on the part of the
Imperial Government, to convey such correspondence between England and Singapore free of all
charge, but they are not prepared to make any contribution towards a service between Singapore and
Brisbane, which must be left to the Colony to provide.
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My Lords have only to state, in conclusion, that the arrangement at present in force as regards
the division of the postage on the mail matter conveyed between this country and the Australian
Colonies should not be disturbed.

I have, &c,
Charles W. Steonge,

Pro Secretary.

Correspondence respecting action of Government of Victoria relative to New
Postal Service via Suez.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaey, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South "Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 24th September, 1872.
We received the following telegramfrom our Agent-General last mail, viz. :—" Government propose
new mail contract—convey Australian mails to Galle free—serviceGalle-Australia to be undertakenby
Australian Colonies—Government will contribute not exceeding forty thousand annually for four-
weekly service, with further contribution if fortnightly service is arranged—advantage Suez route
considered conclusive."

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey,
New South Wales.

(No. 4,105.) Victoria.
Sic,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 2Gth October, 1872.

With reference to aproposal for a new postal service with the Australian Colonies, on the
termination of the existing contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company,
contained in Treasury letterof 14th August, 1872, covered by Despatch from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, under dato 4th September, 1872, I take the earliest opportunity of informing you
that this Government—availingitself of the telegraphic line now in communication with England—
has already intimated its willingness to accept the proposal of the Imperial Government, and its
desire to co-operate with the other Governments of the several Australian Colonies and New Zealand
in making the necessary arrangements.

Immediateaction is necessary in order that sufficient time may be given to Colonial and other
Steamship Companiesthat may be desirous of entering into competition for the performance of the
service. It is therefore indispensable that immediate steps should be taken for agreeing upon, and
making known as extensively as possible, the conditions of contract; and with this object in view, the
Government of Victoria is prepared to submit to you, on your expressing a desirefor co-operation, the
terms on which it is proposed to call for tenders for the required service (monthly and fortnightly) as
early as possible ; and to forward instructions on the subject, if practicable, to the Agent-Generalfor
Victoria by the next mail, which leaves Melbourne on the Bth of next month.

The opinion of the Lords Commissionersof Her Majesty's Treasury in favour of at least afour-
weekly service by the Suezroute is so forcibly expressed, and it is so plainly stated that the aid of the
Imperial Government will only be extended in support of a mail service to the Australian Colonies on
condition that the mails are conveyed at least once a month to Point de Gallein connection with the
Suez and China packets, that this Government does not anticipate unwillingness on the part of the
other Colonies in adopting the proposed arrangement,and feels confident that the strong desire to act
in cordialco-operation with the other Colonies which is felt by the Government of Victoria will be
duly reciprocated.

That you may be fully informed of the views of this Government on the whole question of postal
communication with Europe, I enclose copy of the Argus of the 23rd instant, showing the state-
ments made in the Legislative Assembly on the 22nd, by the Minister of the Post and Telegraph
Department.

I have the honor to request your attentive consideration of this subject, and the favour of your
views thereon, at your earliest possible convenience.

A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Governments of Queensland, South Australia,
New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia.

I have &c,
J. Gr. FEANCIS.

APPENDIX.
[Extract from the Argus, 23rd October, referred to.~\

The New Postal Seevice.
Me. Langton presented a Messagefrom His Excellencythe Governor, transmitting copyof a Despatch
from the Secretary of State, forwarding a copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners or the
Treasury, containing proposals for a new postal service on the termination of the present contract with
the P. and O. Steam NavigationCompany at the end of the year 1873.

The documents were read by the Clerk at the table, and are as follows :—
" (Circular.)

" Sic,— " 4th September, 1872.
" I transmit to you a copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury,

containing proposals for a new postal service with the Australasian Colonies, on the termination of
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the present contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company at the end of the
year 1873.

" 1 request that you will inform me of the views of your Government on their Lordships'
proposals.

" I have, &c,
" KIIIBERLET."

" Sib,— " Treasury Chambers, 14th August, 1872.
" I am commanded by the Lerds Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to request that you

will state to the Earl of Kimberley, withreference to the correspondence that has recently takenplace
relative to the packet service between this country and the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, that
my Lords have given this subject their attentive consideration.

" My Lords would observe that the severalColonies (with the exception of West Australia)having
requested that an end should be put to the contract under which the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company now convey the Australian mails between Point de Galle and Sydney, the
necessary notice has been given to the Company, and the contract will expire at the end of next
year (1873).

" It therefore becomes necessary to determine in what manner, and by what route, the postal
communication should be maintained when the contract in question comes to an end.

" The several routes which have been suggested are—
" 1. The present route via Suez and Point de Galle.
" 2. As an alternativeroute, the route via San Francisco ; and
" 3. Incidentally, the route via the Cape of Good Hope.

" The advantages, however, attendant upon the present route appear to my Lords to be so
conclusive that they are decidedly of opinion that it should not be changed.

" The advantages are—first, that it is the shortest; and secondly, that by making use of the
vessels under contract with Her Majesty's Government for the India and China service as far aa
Point de Galle, ihe carriage of the Australian mails is provided for a considerable portion of the
distance overwhich they have to be conveyed.

" As several of the Australian Colonies have on repeated occasions complained of the manner in
which the service between Point de Galle and Australia has been performed, and so much difliculty
has hitherto been experienced by the Home Government in providing a service satisfactory to the
Colonies, my Lords have come to the conclusion that it is not advisablethat the Imperial Government
should any longer be parties to any contract for the service between Point de Galle and Australia, but
thatit would be better that the Colonies should, at the expiration of the present contract, themselves,
in combination, provide such service, leaving it to the Imperial Government to provide for the
conveyance of the mails between England and Point de Galle.

" A considerable sum has hitherto been contributed by the Australian Colonies and New Zealand
towardsthe expense of the conveyance of their mails between this country and Point de Galle. My
Lords propose at the termination of the present Point de Galle and Australian contract to relieve the
Coloniesfrom any payment on this account, and to undertake, on the part of the Imperial Government,
so long as the present contract for the India and China Mail Service is in existence—that is, until the
31st January, 1880—to convey the Colonial mails between Englandand Point de Galle, and vice versa,
free of all charge to the Colonies, on the Colonies in combination providing an efficient line of packets,
fitted at Point de Galle to the Suez and China packets, to run once every four weeks (or once every
fortnight, whichever the Colonies may deem most essential to their own interests) between Point de
Galleand whatever port or ports in Australia the Colonies may themselvesconsider most expedient,
and vice versa; and myLords will be prepared to contribute a sum not exceedingone-half of the
expense of a four-weekly service between Point de Galle and the Australian Colonies and New
Zealand (in the event of the latter Colony becoming a party to the arrangement), subject, however, to
the distinct limitation that thecontribution to be made on the part of the Imperial Government in any
one year shall in no case exceed £-10,000, and on the understanding that the packets shall call at King
George's Sound to land and embark the West Australian mails, that Colony being, however, called
upon to pay her share, in proportion to her correspondence, towards tho expense of the packet service
between Point de Galle and Australia ; and in the event of the Colonies arranging conjointly or by a
substantial majority for a fortnightly service, my Lords will be prepared to entertain the question of
a further contribution.

" But this undertaking is given upon the express condition that any second service towardswhich
the Imperial Government may render assistance is alternative with the other—i.e., that there shall be
sufficient interval between the arrival and departure of the steamers for the purposes of corre-
spondence.

" As it appears from the letterfrom tho Colonial Office, dated the 24th ultimo, and its enclosures,
that it is the wish of the Government of Queensland that the correspondence of that Colony shall be
conveyed onceevery four weeks via Torres Straits, my Lords have no objection on the part of the
Imperial Government to conveying such correspondence between England and Singapore free of all
charge, but they are not prepared to make any contribution towardsa service between Singapore and
Brisbane, which must be left to the Colony to provide.

" My Lords have only to state, in conclusion, that the arrangement at present in force as regards
the division of the postage on the mail matter conveyed between this country and the Australian
Colonies should not be disturbed.

I have, &c.,
" Charles W. Stronge,

" E. G. W. Herbert, Esq., Colonial Office. " Fro Secretary."
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Mr. Langton thought it would perhaps be convenient if he took this opportunity of fulfilling a
promise which he made some time ago, that before the Session was over the Government would
intimate the course they intended to take in regard to the postal service. The House would gather
from the communication which had just been read, that the Home Government had offered—and he
thought every one must admit that it was a very liberal offer—to carry the Australian mails free of
charge as far as Galle. That service had been costing the Colonies £28,000 per annum, and of that
charge the Colonies would be at once relieved. The Home Government offered further, if the
Colonies would undertake to enter into a contract for carrying the mails between Galle and the
Australian continent, to contribute a sum not exceeding£40,000 towardsa four-weekly service ; and
also, if the Colonies combined in the way suggested, to contribute a still larger sum towards a fort-
nightly service. After giving careful consideration to the subject, the Government of this Colony had
come to the conclusion that the Colonies would be able to obtain a fortnightly service in this direction
for rather a smaller sum of money than they were at present paying for the four-weekly service. It
would be quite out of place, even if it were not impossible, for him to attempt to submit to the House
any estimate of the exact cost the Government thought would be incurred in carrying out this arrange-
ment. Not only would it be impossible, it would be imprudent, simply because it would prejudice the
arrangements to be entered into with the neighbouring Colonies, and those with whom this Govern-
ment had to contract for thecarrying out of the service. He should therefore content himselfwith
stating the opinion that, for a smaller sum than the Colonies were at present paying for a four-weekly
service, a fortnightly service could be secured. The Government contemplated at once intimating
their willingness to accept the offer. They anticipated the ready acquiescence of the other Colonies,
and were also willingthat Victoria should take the responsibility of entering into the contract, and of
conducting the business and distributing the mails at this end, for of course Melbourne would be the
terminus of the route. It would therefore be apparent to the House that inasmuch as our existing
contract terminated in December, 1873, there was no time to be lost if wo desired to give both local
tenderers and tenderers in other parts of the world ample opportunity to send in their tenders and
make their arrangements for carrying out the service when their contracts were accepted. Under
these circumstances, the Government desired to inform the House that they proposed to acquaint the
Imperial Government and the neighbouring Colonies, without delay, that as far as this Colony waB
concerned, theVictorian Government were willing to accept the offer madeby the Imperial authorities,
and that they hoped to receive the assistance of all the neighbouring Colonies in giving effect to it ;
but should any of the neighbouring Colonies hold back, thinking the offer might not be as favourable
to them as to this Colony, the Government would still advise the Victorian Parliament to take upon
itself the responsibility of entering into the arrangement, the Government believing it to be the best
that could be made under the circumstances. Of course the House would naturally expect to hear
the views of the Government with resj>ect to the San Francisco route. It had been announced that
a Conference was to be held in Sydney in the course of the next few weeks to consider the proposal
of New South Wales to enter into a contract for carrying mails via San Francisco. In regard to that
proposal, though, as a matter of course, it would not be nearly so convenient for this Colony as the
route the Imperial Government offered to subsidize, yet at the same time, looking at the desirability
ofmaintaining regular and frequent communication with the islands of the Pacific and the coast of
America, this Government would be willing to contribute a reasonable proportion to the subsidy
which might be required for such a service, and thatreasonable proportion would of course have some
reasonable relation to the proportion of the cost of a fortnightly service via Suez which the Govern-
ment of New South Wales wouldbe willingto bear. With regard to the Cape route, therehad been
numerous communications made to the Government of this Colony on this subject, but this difficulty
stoodin the way: it had been represented to the Government—and the representations had been
borne out by facts which must have come under the notice of every one—that there were several
competing companies already on that route, and that probably, without payment of any subsidy, first-
class steamers would in a few months be regularly running by way of the Cape, and that the advan-
tages afforded by these steamers would be enjoyed by these Colonies just as much as if they had
undertaken to subsidize them. In this state of things the Government did not feel justifiedin con-
templating committing this Colony to any liability on account of thatroute at the present time. He
mightbe permitted to add that the Government had under consideration a proposal to be submitted
to the Governments of the neighbouring Colonies, and that of South Australia in particular, whose
enterprise in completing telegraphic communication with' Europe he thought deserved all praise.
(Hear, hear.) The Government contemplated making overtures to the neighbouring Colonies with
the view of subsidizing the telegraph line, so that messagesmight be delivered, in Melbourne at a very
much lower scale of charges than that in use at the present time. Inconjunction with the neigh-
bouring Colonies, this Governmenthoped to be able to accomplish that. He had hoped, before sitting
down, to have been in aposition to inform the House of the exact hour and minute at which one or
two telegramsreceived herefrom London had been despatched, and perhaps in a short time he should
be able to do so.

Mr. Macbain.—ls it the intention of the Government to enter into arrangementsfor a fortnightly
mail from Galle ?

Mr. Langton. —It is.
Mr. Mac/lain.—And is it not intended to do anything towardssubsidizing the Cape route ?
Mr. Langton.—Not at present.
Mr. Macbain thought it was onlyright that the House should know the arrangements to be made

for mail communication between this country and Europe. It must not be forgotten thatsuccessive
Governments had pledged themselves to the establishment of a servicevia the Cape. The necessity
for this route existed now as much as ever, and a subsidy would be required to accelerate the speed
of those vessels which the Treasurer said would shortly be placed on that route by competing
companies.

The Speaker reminded the honorable member thathe was not in order.
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Mr. Macbain askedthe indulgence of the Housefor a few minutes. It would be a great advantage
to have a steam service via the Cape, establishing communication within two or three days of the
Overland route time. If this Colony could, by giving a subsidy to the Cape route, induce a great
numberof people to come out here as immigrants whowould not otherwisebe inclined to come at all,
because of the length of the passage, that was an excellent reason why such a course should be
adopted. He trusted the Governmentwould not lose sight of the importance of the Cape route.

Mr. Grant asked if the Government intended to call for alternative tenders for a fortnightly or
monthly service, and also for a service via the Cape. He remarked that it might be found that the
extra amount paid for fortnightly communication would go a great way towards paying a subsidy for
the Cape route, and suggested that if care was taken in arranging the services in connection with the
Cape, Suez,and San Francisco, a weekly service might practically be obtained.

Mr. Lanqton said he did not intend to indicate that the G-overnment were going to call for
tenders on their own responsibility. The terms of the Despatch simply pointed to combined action on
the part of the Colonies. Evidently the Imperial Government made the offer with that view ; and as
the Victorian Government did not wish to do anything apart from that, they would communicate
their view to the neighbouring Colonies, and see if the Governments of those Colonies could be
induced to enter into some common arrangement. As to the terms on which the tenders would be
called for, individually he thought it would be desirable to have as many alternative routes or alter-
native tenders, if that were the right expression, as possible, so as to afford the widest possible range
of choice. He was anxious to have large steamers running regularly by way of the Cape; but with
regard to postal communication, he was afraid there was no hope of being able to compete with the
postal service via Galle. Seeing that we were to have all letters supplied weekly or fortnightly to
Galle gratis, leaving us only about 4,000 miles to cover, it would not bo economical to go to the ex-
pense of a service over 16,000 miles, when all that was necessary was a service covering4,000 miles.

Mr. G. V. Smith asked if the House would have an opportunity of expressing an opinion on the
subject before the Government was committed to a fortnightly mail via Suez. Did the Treasurer
intend to imply that the Imperial Government wouldbe bound by the Suez route ?

Mr. Lanqton.—The Government is not in a position to submit any resolution, because to do so
under present circumstances would be to show our hand. We cannot do that. We can name neither
date, nor time,nor amount, and therefore we cannot submit aresolution ; but if there is any feature,
in the scheme sketched out in the statement I have made to the House which honorable members
would like to discuss, ample opportunity will be afforded, either on the motion for going into Com-
mittee of Supply, or at any other time, to have the whole question discussed, and, if the House thinks
fit, to come to some specific resolution on some specific part of the scheme.

Mr. Harker said it struck him that the present was a very inopportune time for discussion,
because the facts of the case were only known to the Government. So far as he could gather, the
arrangement proposed by the Government was a very desirable one indeed; but if it was to extend
over a long period of time, it should not be entered into until honorable members had had an
opportunity of expressing an opinion about it. We knew that postal services were much more expen-
sive now than formerly. One element of increased expense was the price of the coal. He thought
that it wouldhave been better if the Treasurer had laid the Despatch on the table, and caused it to be
distributed, and afterwardsmade remarks upon it.

Mr. liichardson thought they had to thank the Treasurer for the remarks he had made. The
first step, he considered, was to communicate with the neighbouring Colonies, and when that had been
done'no doubt the House would be consulted.

Mr. Francis said he had nothing to add to the explanation of the Treasurer; but so that there
should be no misunderstanding,he might state thatwhile the Government intended to convey to the
House its determination to recognize to the full what theyregarded as the liberal proposition of the
British Government, they did not desire or intend to take any step until they had invited and obtained
the replies of the neighbouring Colonies to the proposal to adopt a scheme in which their assistance
and co-operiilion could be expected. At the same time prompt action tvas expedient, because the
present postal contract expired at the end of 1873—some fifteen months hence. Under these circum-
stances, the longerthe time affordedto firms, both in the Colonies and abroad, to make preparations
for carrying out the service, the better prospect was there of obtaining an acceptable offer. The first
duty of the Government was to inform Parliament, not only of the communication, but its intention
to reciprocate, in the same spirit, the generous recognition on the part of the Imperial Government
of therelations between the Colonies and the Mother Country, and to show the determination of Vic-
toria not to treat with indifference or negligence an offer in which our interests were so manifestly
consulted. The Government did not intend to preclude itself from the consideration of the advantages
which might be afforded by communication via the Cape ; but the question had been asked on various
hands whether subsidizing one particular line of steamers in the maintenance of a servicefor com-
mercial purposes,—since clearly it would be of no particular value for postal purposes,—would not
prevent wealthy and capable firms from employing or building suitable vessels of large powerand
tonnage and entering into the trade, because if one firm received a subsidy other firms would be placed
at a disadvantage.

The Governoe of New South "Wales to the Bight Hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 31st October, 1872.
A LETTER was received yesterdayby this Government from the Government of Victoria, stating that a
telegram had been sent to England intimating tiie willingness of Victoria to accept tiie proposal mado
in the letter of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, dated 14th August, for a new contract for
the mail service between Galle and Australia in connection with India and China lines. The letter of
theLords Commissioners invites the whole of these Colonies in combination to provide the Australian



A.—397

service on certain conditions, and the object of the service is to meet the interests of all alike. The
Ministers of this Colony, therefore, donot consider that the Victorian Governmentwere in a position
to undertake the service behind the backs of the other Australian Governments invited to join in it,
and when sufficient time had not elapsed for the Despatch of the Secretary of State even to have
reached Queensland and New Zealand. The Lords Commissioners clearly intend that the Colonies
should act " conjointly or by a substantial majority ;" and my Advisers, while protesting against the
precipitate actionof Victoria in order to gain an undue advantage, respectfully urge, and 1 concur in
urging, that the necessary timebe allowedfor the Colonies to act in conference and combination.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South "Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretary,
Victoria.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 31st October, 1872."
I am directedby His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 20th instant, inviting attention to Lord Kimberley's Circular Despatch of the 4th Sep-
tember, covering a letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, dated the 14th
August, by which it is proposed that the Australasian Colonies in combination should provide themail
service " between Point de Galle and whatever port or ports in Australia the Colonies may themselves
consider most expedient." In further reference to this subject, you inform me thattheGovernment of
Victoria, availing itself of the electric telegraph now in communication with England, " had already
intimatedits willingness to accept the proposal of the Imperial Government."

2. The character of the extraordinary step taken by your Government in this matter is further
explained by your intimating to New South Wales that "you are prepared to submit to us, on our
expressing a desire for co-operation, the terms on which it is proposed to call for tenders for the
required service."

3. In reply, I have to express the surprise of this Government at the nature of the communication
I have had the honor to receive. The proposal of the Imperial Government is made, not to the Colony
of Victoria but to the Australian Colonies in common,—not in the interest of Victoria, but in the
interest of the whole Empire. It is sufficientlyapparent that the Imperial Government, in undertaking
to carry the Australian mails between England and Point de Gallc free of all expense, and in offering
to contribute a part of the Australian subsidy for a four-weekly or fortnightly service, is desirous of
meeting the wants and serving the interests of all the Australasian Colonies equally ; and it is equally
clear that, unless this general object were accomplished, the mail service would not be of equal
advantage to Great Britain. This object is placed beyond doubt by the expressed wish of the Lords
of the Treasury thatthe Colonies should enter into the new arrangementin combination or by a sub-
stantial majority.

4. This Government thereforecannot but believe that your precipitate course of action has been
adopted without due consideration, and it feels confident that, in order to afford time and opportunity
for the Colonies to act conjointly —the course to which they are invited by the Imperial Government—you will readily retirefrom the position you have mistakenly assumed.

I have, &c.,
Henry Parkes.

P.S.—The views of this Government have been communicated by telegram to the Secretary of
State.—H. P.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretary,
South Australia.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 31st October, 1872.
I consider it my duty to inform you that the following letter on the Suez Mail Service has been this
day addressed to the Government of Victoria. (See preceding letter.)

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Queensland.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 31st October, 1572.
Tn reference to the Circular Despatch from the Secretary of State, September 4th, covering

the proposal of the Imperial Government for a new contract for the conveyance of the mails between
Point de Galle and Australia, and to the precipitate and extraordinary course pursued by the Govern-
ment of Victoria on receiptof this Despatch, to the prejudice, as it is conceived,of the other Colonies,—I have the honor to transmit for your information copy of a letter which has been addressed by this
Government to Mr. Francis on the subject.

I have, &c,
Henry Parkes.

[N.B.—A similar communication was also addressed at the same time to the Colonial Secretaries of
New Zealand and Tasmania respectively.]

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 31st October, 1872.
Yotrß telegram received. This Government concurs in the view taken by you,—that the offer
was made by the Imperial Government to the Colonies in combination, and not to any one iii
particular.

13—A. 3.
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The Hon. the Chief Secbetaby, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretaet,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 4th November, 1872.
I iiave this day transmitted the following telegram to the Chief Secretaryof Victoria ;—" Tour letter,
29th ultimo, received, and reply to following effect has been despatched, namely—,Secretary of State
informed that we areprepared to join other Colonies, or such as desire to combine, in making provision
for postal servicebetween Gallo and Australia—on indispensable stipulation, however, that Glenelg or
some other port in South Australia should be made a port of call for receipt and delivery of South
Australian mails, and will give immediate consideration to times of call for tenders. With regard to
your Government's views on the general question, as set forth in copy of the Argus enclosed in your
letter, and to which you refer me, I must take exception to position assumed by the Minister repre-
senting Postal Department, namely, that Victoria should take the responsibility of entering into the
contract, conducting the business, and distributing the mails at this end, for of course Melbourne
would be the terminus of the route; and would call your attention to the fact that the offer of the
Imperial Government is not made to any Colony in particular, but to the Colonies combined, or a
substantial majority thereof. I further point out that unless the several Governments confer together
on this subject, harmonious action can scarcely be expected, and this Government therefore strongly
urges upon that of Victoria the desirability of Victoria being represented at the proposed Conference
at Sydney early next month, when postal and the kindred matter of telegraphcommunication, together
with other important affairs of common interest, can be discussed. I have communicated with Chief
Secretary of New South Wales to same effect."

His Excellency Sir James FebquBon, South Australia, to His Excellency Sir Heecules Eobinson,
New South Wales.

(Telegram.) 4th November, 1872.
Secbetaet of State hopes that the Colonies will confer immediately upon the Suez Mail Service. I
am directed to forward this.

Further Papers respecting action of Government of Victoria relative to Isew
Postal Service via Suez.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetabt, South Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

South Australia.
Sir,—■ Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 4th November, 1872.

I have the honor, by desire of His Excellency Sir James Ferguson, to forward herewith copy
of a letter I have this day addressed to the Government of Victoria, on the subject of the proposed
arrangementsfor mailcommunicationwith Europe via Suez.

I have, &c,
Henry Ateks.

Enclosure.
The Hon. the Chief Seceetaet, South Australia, to the Hon. the Chief Seceetakt, Victoria.

South Australia.
Sir,— Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 4th November, 1872.

I have the honor, by desire of His Excellency Sir James Ferguson, to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of the 29th ultimo, forwarding copy of a communication addressed by you to the
Government of New South Wales, with reference to the proposal of the Imperial Government
regarding the Mail Service via Suez, and in reply to state that the matter has received early con-
sideration.

By the mail despatched hence this day, the Secretary of State for the Colonies has been informed
that this Government will be prepared to join those of the other Colonies, or such as may desire to
combine, in making provision for a postal service between Point de Gallo and Australia, to commence
from the expiration of the present contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Company—on the indis-
pensable stipulation,however, that Glenelg, or some other port in South Australia,shall be made a
port of call for receipt and delivery of mails by the steamers employed in the service, and are willing
to giveimmediateconsideration to the terms in which it is proposed to call for tendersfor therequired
service.

With regard to the views of your Government on the general question of postal communication
with Europe, as set forth in the copy of the Argus, 23rd October, enclosed in your letter, and to which
you refer me, I must take exception to the position assumed by the Minister representing the Post
Office and Telegraph Department, " thatVictoria should take the responsibility of entering into the
contract, conducting the business, and distributing the mails at this end, for of course Melbourne
wouldbe the terminus of the route ;" and would call attention to the fact that the offer of the Imperial
Government is not made to any Colony in particular, but to the Colonies combined, or a substantial
majority thereof.

I would further point out that, unless the various Governments concerned confer together on this
subject, harmonious action can scarcely be expected, and I would strongly urgeuponyour attentionthe
desirability of your Government taking steps to secure representation at the proposed Conference in
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Sydney, early next month, when postal and the kindred matter of telegraphic communication,
together with other important affairs of commoninterest, can be discussed.

I have, &c,
Henbt Atees.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetabt, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Victoria.
Sic,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 6th November, 1872.

I am in receipt of your letter dated 31st October, in which you refer to the proceedings of
this Government in connection with the Despatch of the 4th September from Lord Kimberley, on the
subject of future arrangementsfor conveyance of mails between the United Kingdom and Australia.
You take exception to the action of this Government in having "already intimated its willingness to
accept the proposal of the Imperial Government;" and after characterizing this action as an " extra-
ordinary step," you suggest that it has been adopted without due consideration,and conclude by
expressing your confidence that this Government " willreadily retire from the position which it has
mistakenly assumed."

2. I d.o not gather from your letter, nor can I imagine on what ground this action is objected to
by you. The offer of the Imperial Government was no doubt made for the convenience and advantage
of all these Colonies, but I fail to perceive how that circumstance can render it improper or extra-
ordinary for one Colony to inform the Imperial Government of its willingness to co-operatewith the
other Colonies, or, if co-operation prove impracticable, to undertake the service alone.

3. Had the initiative been takenby a Colony which is and is likely to be but a small contributor
to the postal subsidy, exception might fairly have been taken on other grounds; but, in adopting the
course you complain of, this Government did not overlook the fact that Victoria contributes as much
towards the present subsidy as all the continental Colonies and Tasmania put together, and twice as
much as is contributed by New South Wales, and on that ground alonewould be amply justifiedin
taking thefirst step in the matter. JN'or can I see that you have any just cause to complain of this
Government stating frankly, at the outset of the necessary negotiations, that an indispensable
condition of any new service via Galle to which it will become a party is that the terminus shall be
Melbourne.

4. It cannot have escaped your observation that the interests of all the Coloniesrequire prompt
action to be taken. In little more than thirteenmonths the present contract willexpire, and instead
of the new arrangement being made by the Imperial Government, as before, the acquiescence of all
the Colonies has to be invited, and some one Government authorized to act for the rest.

5. Youappear to' have forgotten that only in August last a communication was received from
you, in which you informed me that the Agent-General of New South Wales hadbeen instructed to
advertise for tenders for a steam postal service between the Australian Colonies and America,although
by one Colony now invited by the Imperial Government to co-operate, a contract had been entered
into for such a service for five years,and vessels were actually running. You then invited this
Government to a Conference at Sydney, to consider that, amongst other subjects, and were good
enough to add that " the whole question of participating in the service would be afterwards open to
all the Colonies, either as a separate mail line, or as a branch of a generaland united postal scheme." I
need scarcely point out that if the declaration on the part of Victoria of her willingness to accept
jointly or alone the Imperial proposal in the present case be deserving of the strictures which your
letter conveys, it was far more objectionable and extraordinary for New South Wales to advertise for
tendersfirst, and invite Victoria and the other Colonies to a Conference on the subject afterwards.

6. I venture to hope that you will perceive from the foregoing that the action of this Govern-
ment has not been taken without due consideration, and I need scarcely add that we have no intention
of retiring from the position we have assumed.

7. I cannot refrain from expressing my regret at the tone you have thought proper to adopt in
your letter. This Government is anxious to treat on cordial terms with the Governments of the
neighbouring Colonies, but I fear that friendly communicationswill become impossible if correspon-
dence of this character become frequent.

8. I have onlyto add, that all the correspondence on this subject will be laid before Parliament
when it reassembles on Tuesday next.

J. G. Feancis.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Queensland.
Sir,— ColonialSecretary's Office, Brisbane, 7th November, 1872.

I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 31st ultimo, enclosing copy of
a letter from you to the Chief Secretary of Victoria, in reply to one received from him.

I had already received from the Chief Secretary of Victoria a copy of his letterto you, and am
unable to draw the same deductions from it that you have done. There appears to me to be a desire
on the part of the Government of Victoria to have the tenders for the service called for through their
Agent-General; but irrespective of that—which must be a matter of subsequent arrangementbetween
the Colonies, and is to this Government a matter of indifference—the tendency of the letter appears
to be conciliatory, and evidencinga desire to work in unison with the other Colonies.

There can be, I should think, no doubt whatever that it was and is the intention of the Imperial
Government that the Australian Colonies should confer upon this subject, and that the decision of a
majority would be accepted.

Had there been any doubts, the telegram (copy enclosed) received by His Excellency the Marquis
of Normanby from His Excellency Sir James Ferguson last night wouldset themat rest.
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In order to further the matter as much as possible, I can say, on the part of the Government of
this Colony, that they are willing to accept the terms offered by the Imperial Government, and to join
with the other Australian Colonies in subsidizing the proposed line from Galle, on the terms proposed
in the memorandum of my colleague the Postmaster-General of this Colony, enclosed herewith.

Imay mention, at the sametime,'thatnegotiations for a monthly service via Torres Straits, fitting
in between the Suez Time-table, are in a very forward state, and I shall be glad to learn from youwhat
assistance your Government are prepared to lend to such service, supposing that Sydney should be
made the terminus of the line.

1 have, &c,
A. H. Palmer.

Enclosures.
His Excellency Sir James Ferguson to His Excellency the Marquis of Nobmanby.

(Telegram.) Adelaide, 4th November, 1872.
Seceetaet op State hopes that the Colonies will confer immediately upon the Suez Mail Service.
I am directed to forward this.

The Hon. the Postsiaster-Geneeal, Queensland, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetabt,
Queensland.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies having, in his Despatch of the 4th September, enclosed
a letter from the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, containing proposals for a new postal
service with the Australian Colonies, on the termination of the present contract with the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, at the end of the year 1873, I have the honor to recommend
that the Government of Queensland intimate their willingness to co-opcratc with the other Australian
Colonies in providing for a monthly service between Galle and Australia, contributing towards such
service in proportion to the population of each Colony, as estimated by the latest statement from the
Registrar-General or otherofficer in charge of the statistics of each Colony. The cost of conveying
the mails between Brisbane and Sydney, and vice versa, to form a portion of the subsidy.

I have to point out that the Imperial Government nowpay one-half of the expense of the branch
service from Sydney.

Brisbane, Ist November, 1872. Tnos. L. Murrat Peioe.

The Hon. the Colonial Secbetaby, New South Wales, to the Hon. the Chief Secretary/,
Victoria.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 12th November, 1872.
Your letter of 6th instant, in reply to mine of 31st ultimo, on Suez Mail Contract, received. In your
letter of the 20th ultimo you informed me that you " had already intimatedyour willingness to accept
the proposal of the Imperial Government"—not, as you state now, that you " had informed the
Imperial Government of your willingness to co-operate with the other Colonies." There was noground
for supposing that the co-operation of the Colonies would " prove impracticable." The Parliament of
this Colony has, by a majority-35 to B—affirmed8 —affirmed the expediency of co-operating with the other
Colonies, and has declined to make any stipulation whatever, leaving all details to be determined in
Conference.

It is impossible to institute any comparison between the proceeding of this Government in the
matter of the proposed Pacific Service, and the proceeding of the Victorian Government in the present
case. The elements of comparison donot exist. The Pacific proposal originatedwith the Parliament
of this Colony, with no subsidy nor condition of advantage of any kind attached to it by the Home
Government. The present is a proposal from the Imperial Government, with a specific subsidy of
large amount, and other important advantages attached to it, offered to the Colonies in common, and on
which the Colonies are invited to act in combination, and again, by telegram from the Secretary of
State, within the last few days, are pressed to confer with each other.

The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaut, Tasmania, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetabt,
New South "Wales.

Tasmania.
Sir, — Colonial Secretary's Office, 12th November, 1872.

I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letterof the 31st ultimo, transmitting a
copy of your letter of the same date, addressed to the Chief Secretary of Victoria, upon the subject of
the'eourse pursued by the Government of that Colony on receipt of Lord Kimberley's Despatch
covering the proposal of the Imperial Government for a new contract for the conveyance of the mails
between Point dc Galle and Australia.

The importance of combined action on the part of the Australasian Colonies, as regards any con-
tract for the conveyanceof mails between themand Point deGalle, is, in the opinion of this Government,
so manifest, that I trust the question will be postponed for the consideration of the approaching
Conference, as suggested in your letter of the Oth August.

It is, of course, understood that the cost of branch mail services to this Colony and New Zealand
shall form part of the cost of the whole service, otherwise it is evident that the conditions upon which
the Imperial Governmentundertake to contribute their quota would not be equitably fulfilled.

1 have, Ac,
J. E. Scott.
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xne non. xne colonial cieuuetabi, isew ooum waxes, m trie non. me uhief seceetabt,
Victoria.

Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 13tli November, 1872.
In further reply to your letter of the 6th instant (which I had the honor to acknowledge by

telegram yesterday),on the subject of Lord Kimberley's Despatch of September 4th, and its enclosure
from the Lords of the Treasury of August 14th, I desire to say that the Government of this Colony
relies with entire confidence on the terms of the proposal submitted by the Imperial Government. It
stipulates for no special advantageand lays down no condition, but it considers that the offer made to
the Australian Colonies is made as much to New South Wales as to Victoria, and as much to Tasmania
as to either of the two more populous Colonies.

2. I fail to see how the question of terminus can now arise, and I readily acknowledge thatSydney
ought not to be the terminus if it is shown that some other port posseses greater advantages for the
whole group. But all considerations of the kind appear to me to bo premature. The terms of the
proposal are too clear for misinterpretation. The Colonies are invited to act together in establishing
a service in which they arc all equally interested; the principle of their equality consisting, not in the
extent,but in the natureof their interests.

3. I must be permitted to observe that I also fail to see how the acquiescence of all the Colonies
could be best secured by the course adopted in the first instance by the Government of Victoria.

4. With respect to yourremarks on the proceedings of this Government in advertising for tenders
for the Trans-Pacific Service. I am sure you will see that there is no analogy between the two
cases. The Government of New South Wales in that case simply carried out a resolution of the local
Parliament, in which no other Colony was, or could, except on its own voluntary concurrence, be
concerned. Nor was there any stipulation that Sydney or any other port in Australia should
necessarily be the terminus of the proposed line.

5. I desireto assure you that this Government has no object to serve beyond securing to New
South Wales, on terms of equality with the other Colonies, its proper share in the advantages of the
proposed new mail contract, which is supported by the Imperial subsidy.

I have, &c,
Heney Pabkes.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet,
New South Wales.

Victoria.
Sib,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 19th November, 1872.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th current, in reply to mine of the
6th idem, on the subject of Lord Kimberley's Despatch on the Suez Mail Service.

2. I do not desire at this stage to discuss further theterms of Lord Kimberley's Despatch, which,
as you state, are " too clear for misinterpretation."

3. But, in reference to the fourth paragraph in your letter, in which you deny there is any
analogy between your tendersfor the Trans-Pacific Service and the proposed tenders for the Suez
line, 1 must respectfully demur to your opinion, and more particularly to your remarks in reference to
theformer,—" nor was there any stipulation that Sydney, or any other port in Australia, should neces-
Harily be the terminus of the proposed line."

4. The view taken by this Government was not only based upon your previous correspondence,
but on the action taken by your Government in advertising for tenders for a Trans-Pacific Mail, and
which advertisementI beg to copy at foot, as published in the Melbourne Argus newspaper.

5. If this Government therefrom came to a precisely opposite conclusion, I think you willadmit
that the advertisementfully warranted themin so doing, unless you are enabled to explain that it was
published and has been acted upon without your knowledge or authority.

I have, &c.,
J. G. Francis.

General Post Office, Sydney, Bth August, 1872.
Mail Conveyance between Sydney and San Francisco.

Tenders will be received at this Office, and at the Office of the Agent-General for the Colony in
London, up to noon on Wednesday, the 20th November next, for the conveyance of Mails between
Sydney and San Francisco, once in every four weeks.

Forms* of tender, and conditions of agreement, and all other information, can be obtained on
application at this Office, and at the Office of the Agent-General in London.

Geo. A. Lloyd.

The Hon. the Chief Seceetaey, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey,
New South Wales.

Victoria.
Sic,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 21st November, 1872.

I acknowledgedby telegram, this forenoon, the receipt of yours of the 20th instant, in which,
inreply to mineof the previous day, you enumerate several other reasons, not previously referred to,
against holding the Conference anywhere else than in Sydney.

I regret that the new argumentsbrought forward were not presented to us at an earlier period.
We were in hopes that we had satisfactorilyshown the way of surmounting what you expressed as the
one difficulty in the way of changing the place of meeting to Hobart Town; and you will not be
surprised if the fact of new obstacles being now started, so soon as the prior one was'disposed of, has
caused this Government to view the question in a somewhat different light.
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From your last telegram, and the character the correspondence is now assuming, this Government
has arrived at the conclusion that, underlying other and minor issues, is the question of the terminus
of the Suez Mail Line in Australia. As there needbe noreservation regarding the intentions and views
of thia Government on thatpoint, I may as well informyou that the very much largersumthis Colony
will contribute as her proportion of the subsidy, her central position, the approaching completion of a
Dry Dock at Williamstown specially constructedfor the purpose of receiving the largest mail steamers,
taken in connectionwith the superior magnitude of her commerce and population in comparison with
those possessed by any of the other Colonies, all combine, as her Government contends, in giving
Victoria a paramount claim to have her capital selected as the terminus.

But although we claim this for Victoria, wefully admit the rights of the sister Colonies to require
her assistance in securing the economical transmissionof their mails to and from Melbourne. Should,
therefore, the question of terminus be conceded, the Government of Victoria will undertake on its side
that she will bear her due share in any reasonable arrangements that may be proposed, so as to insure
the mails being forwarded by branch services in the most efficient manner.

You will understand from the foregoing that it is our desire to set frankly before you, prior to
any meeting taking place to discuss the new postal arrangements, that this Governmentwill regard it
as an indispensable condition in any future contract for postal services via Galle, in which Victoria
takes part, that Melbourne shall be the terminus of the line ; and it will consequently be evidentto
you that no Conference in which this Colony joinscan be satisfactory to us, unless this understanding
be accepted as a condition precedent. But at the same time we wish it to be clearly understood that
this Government is perfectly ready to leave a full representation of all the other interests to deal with
the contract itself in all its various branches, including the settlement of the amountof the contribu-
tions by the severalColonies, and that it will be our wish to meet in a liberal and generous spirit any
propositions that may be brought forward for mail services in which other Colonies may have a more
leading and direct interest in Victoria.

Haying now made you cognizant of the views of this Government on the question of the terminus,
I can only say, in conclusion, that we do not find in your telegram sufficient reasons why the
Conference should necessarily be held at Sydney.

As a steamer for Wellington direct is about to leave to-day, I propose to take the opportunity
afforded by it of requesting the Government of New Zealandto agree to meetat Hobart Town. And
as it may be some days before another mail leaves, it is also my intention to lay before that Govern-
ment, at the same time, our views regarding the claims of Melbourne to be the terminusof the Suez
line, and our views on the subject generally, as expressed in this letter.

I have, &c,
J. G. Francis.

P.S.—To save trouble, we have had the correspondence printed, and I enclose a copy, and
purpose also to send copies to the other Colonies.—J. G. F.

The Hon. the Colonial Sechetaet, Western Australia, to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetary,
New South Wales.

Western Australia.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Perth, 26th November, 1872.

I am directed by His Excellency Governor Weld to transmit, for the information of the
Government of New South Wales, a copy of a letter from this Government to the Honorable the
Chief Secretary of Victoria, in reply to a letter dated 2Gth ultimo, received from him, enclosing copy
of a communication addressed to the Government of New South Wales, recommending joint action
should be taken by the Australian Colonies in entering into a new arrangement with the Imperial
Governmentfor a mail service via Suez.

I have, &c,
Feedk. Baelee.

Enclosure.
The Hon. the Colonial Seceetaet, Western Australia, to the Hon. the Chief Secketaet, Victoria.

Western Australia.
Sic,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Perth, 26th November, 1872.

I have the honor, by direction of His Excellency Governor Weld, to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 30th ultimo, No. 4151, requesting an early consideration to the proposition
contained in a letter (enclosed therewith) addressed to the Government of New South Wales,
recommending that joint action should be taken by the Australian Colonies in entering into a new
arrangement with the Imperial Government for a mail service via Suez. In that letter you express a
hope to be ableto receive such replies as may enable you to send instructions to the Agent-Generalfor
Victoria by the mail leaving Melbourne on the Bth instant. Tour letter and its enclosure only
reached my hands in due course of post on the 16th instant, having left Melbourne by the mail
steamer of the date on which you hoped to send instructions to the Agent-General for Victoria. I
mention this circumstance to explain any apparent cause of delay in my reply to your communication.

2. The interests of this Colony being identified with the maintenance of the Suez route via a port
in this Colony, the Government of Victoria mayrely upon the cordial co-operation of this Government
to the extent of its means ; and that Governor Weld will gladly receive and consider any propositions
that may be made to him. Should it appear advisable, Ilis Excellency will direct me to proceed to
Melbourne with large powers to treatand definitely arrange the terms to be agreed upon betweenthis
md other Colonies which may join in the matter.
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3. Governor Weld has already requested the Imperial Government to substitute for the words
"King George's Sound" the words "a Western Australian port," in any future correspondence. It
is hoped that the Admiralty survey now being carried on mayresult in establishing the existence of a
safe and commodious anchorage, with good ingress and egress, in the vicinity of Freinantle—at all
events, at the cost of a small public outlayin removingunimportant natural impediments. Should this
be the case, it is needless to point out tho greatand obviousadvantages which wouldaccrue to Western
Australia did the passenger and mail traffic pasa by her central port, and that such an arrangement
will be found advantageousto the generalservice.

4. Among the obvious advantages of such a change will be the undoubted increase of passenger
traffic and light freight, but a tar more important consideration is whether the passage between
Ceylon and the southern parts of Australia will not be far better divided by touching at a port on the
west coast of Western Australia instead of at the south coast. The voyage from Ceylon to King
George's Sound is a very long stretch, and heavy seas and boisterous winds are often encountered,
especially in the vicinity of Cape Leeuwin, and it has happened, evenrecently, that one of the very fine
and powerful ships of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company has reached King
George's Sound from Ceylon with empty bunkers, having only barely enough coal to carry her to her
anchorage. A small depot of coal has always been kept at Fremantle by the Peninsular and Oriental
Company, and on more than one occasion the punctual arrival of the English mailsat Melbourne has
been due to the aid afforded by this depot.

5. Tho maintenance of a coaling depot in thevicinity of Fremantle will obviate the great incon-
venience experienced by steam vessels leaving King George's Sound with their decks laden with coal,
and having, in such trim, to encounter the boisterous weather in rounding Capo Leeuwin, or the
having to face such weather on the return voyage with short supplies of coal and in trim too light
safely to face heavy seas.

6. The impetus lately given to the trade in Jarrah timber will, in the event of the establishment
of a coaling depot in the vicinity of Fremantle, enable fuel to be supplied for steam-vessels at a
cheaper rate than at King George's Sound, by insuring timber freights outwards; and if the copper
and lead mines near Champion Bay are, as there is goodreason to believe they willbe, moreextensively
worked, other freight will alsobo available for vessels bringing coals.

7. It may also be worthy of remark, in connectionwith the establishment of a mail service to be
in continuance for some years, that the Keeling Islands lie in a direct line between Ceylon and the
west coast of this Colony, and that it would be good policy to keep a suitable supply of coals there in
case of accident, and also that any second line of cable to connect Europe and Australia may not
improbably touch there as a " half-way house."

8. For the foregoing reasons, it is considered most desirable that any contract that may be entered
into should provide for the contingency of the Western Australian port of call being fixed at a
Western Australian port other than King George's Sound, upon such conditions as may be agreed
upon by arbitrationor otherwise, and always upon the condition that no loss of time whatever shall be
therebyincurred in the mail delivery between London and the Eastern Australian Colonies.

I have, &c,
Feed. P. Barlee.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Western Australia-
Victoria.

Sib,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 17th December, 1872.
I have the honor to acknowledgethe receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo,stating that

Western Australia is prepared to co-operate in the establishment of the new mail service via
Suez, but recommending that another port of call for the steamers be substituted in the contract in
lieu of King George's Sound.

If delegates from Western Australia attend the IntercolonialConference, which I am glad to see
by your letter it is proposed they shall do, the Representatives of Victoria will be happy to meet with
them in order to discuss, and, as far as possible, co-operate, both in placing the new service upon a
satisfactorybasis, and in all other measures thatmay be suggested for the common good.

Inregard to the proposed alteration in the port of call, should the result of the survey of the
coast near Fremantle prove as satisfactory as it is expected to be, and the change you desire to have
made involve no practical addition in the length of the voyage, nor risk to the mail steamers, the
Government of Victoria will be quite prepared to defer to the wishes of your Colony. We consider
that if the question at issue is solely the selection of the port that can afford the greatest local
facilities, it is one that ought properly to be left to the local Government to determine.

I have, &c,
J. G. Francis.

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Victoria, to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales.
Victoria.

Sir,— Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 10th December, 1872.
With reference to previous correspondence, I have the honor to enclose copy of a letter

received from the Hon. the Colonial Secretary of New Zealand, expressing the earnest desire of that
Government to co-operate with the Government of Victoria and the other Australian Colonies in the
arrangement for an efficient ocean mail service, upon terms which may be generally satisfactory

It will be seen that Mr. Secretary Hall did not fall into the sameerror as yourself, in limiting the
construction to be placed on my communication of the 2Gth October last.

My letter to New Zealand of the 19thNovember (see printed papers in yourpossession) suggesting
Hobart Town as the place of meetingof the Conference, could not have reached its destination at the
date of Mr. Hall's Despatch.

I have, &c,
J. G. Francis.
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Enclosure.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New Zealand, to the Hon. the Chief Secretary Victoria.

New Zealand.
Sib,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 23rd November, 1872.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofyour letter of the 30th ultimo, enclosing copy
of one addressed by you to the Government of New South Wales, recommending joint action by the
Australasian Colonies, in entering into any new arrangement for the mail service via Suez.

In reply, I beg to state that the Government ofNew Zealand entirely concurs in the desirability
of jointaction by the several Colonies in the matter referred to, and with this view has determined
upon sending two delegates to the Intercolonial Conference about to assemble at Sydney, to consider
this and other subjects. I have to assure you of the earnest desire of this Government to co-operate
with the Governmentof Victoria and the other Australasian Colonies, in the arrangementofan efficient
ocean mailservice, upon terms which may be generally satisfactory.

I have,&c,
John Hall.

By Authority: Geobgb Dtdsbcby, GovernmentPrinter, Wellington.—l&73.

[Price 3s. 6d.~\
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