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The correspondence with the British Commissioners on a variety of subjects connected with the
Exhibition ; preparation of catalogues, and correcting the press; the classification of the objects to be
exhibited, and the drafting of show cards to accompany them, as well as the colleciion and transmission
of exhibits from this country, have altogether entailed a very large amount of extra work on my depart-
ment, and, as I have explained in another Despatch, it would have been impossible to carry it through
successfully but for the assistance I have received from Mr. Buller.

I have, &c.,
I. E. FEATHERSTON,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Agent-General.
No. 26.
The Hon. Dr. PorLex to the AGrNT-GENERAL.
Sir,— Colonial Secretary’s Office, Wellington, 18th July, 1873.

1 have the honor to forward to you herewith a Descriptive Catalogue of Exhibits sent from
New Zealand to the Vienna Exhibition of 1873.

T have, &c,,
The Agent-General for New Zealand, London. Danwter PoLrew,
No. 27.
Sir CuarLEs CrirrorDp to the Hon. the COLONIAL SECRETARY.
DEar Sie,— London, 5th June, 1873.

T have had the honor of receiving a letter from you under date 23rd December, 1872, notifying
that the Government of New Zealand had appointed Dr. Featherston and myself Commissioners to
represent the Colony at the International Exhibition to be opened at Vienna in May, 1873.

Under date 4th March, 1873, I received a letter from the Colonial Office in Downing Street,
stating that I should be regarded as an officially appointed Commissioner, and in that capacity be duly
accredited and introduced to the Austrian authorities. I afterwards received the official appointment
under the Seal of the Colony, dated 1st January, 1873.

I have delayed the acknowledgment of these communications, because it was very doubtful
whether my engagements would permit of my performing the duties thus imposed upon me. At the
last moment, however, finding that Dr. Featherston’s health quite disabled him for so long a railway
journey, and that not only New Zealand, but the Colonies generally, would probably be but very thinly
represented, I determined to be present at the inauguration.

On my arrival at Vienna, on 29th April, I found the New Zealand Court quite ready to take in
the exhibits, and I was informed that most of them had left Trieste by rail on April 24th, but that,
owing to the inefficient arrangements of the Austrian railways to meet the increased traflic, they were
unlikely to be delivered for some days. I hadthe honor of explaining this to His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, who, as President of the British Royal Commission, took an active interest in all that
was done. His Royal Highness was quite satisfied that our unpreparedness was in no way the fault of
the Colony.

On May 1st the Exhibition was opened in State by the Emperor and Empress of Austria, attended
by a large number of distinguished visitors from every quarter of the world. After taking part in the
ceremonies of the occasion, the Commissioners were requested to proceed to their respective Courts, to
meet the Emperor and Empress on their tour of the building. I had the honor of doing so at the
entrance of the New Zealand Court; and although there was nothing at that time to arrest attention,
I was gratified to find from the remarks made, that our Colony was exciting much interest.

After this, daily additions made the Court more attractive. Among the earlier arrivals I may
mention an admirably arranged collection of the Phormium tenax, showing it in every process of
manufacture, from the raw leaf into rope and twine of every description ; and its other products, from
the coarsest sacking to the most perfectly bleached table linen of the finest texture. This was exhibited
by Mr. Thorne, and was much noticed. Some fine water-colour drawings of New Zealand coast
scenery were also much examined and admired. The specimens of gold, wool, and coal had arrived,
and, with the single exception of the Cape of Good Hope, we were far more forward than any other
British colony.

It is only right to say, that the appointment of Mr. Phillips Bevan, as the Agent of the Australian
and New Zealand Commission, was a most fortunate one. He has a thorough knowledge of his duties,
takes great interest in New Zealand, has shown sound taste and judgment in the arrangement of the
exhibits, and is quite competent to explain and display them to the utmost advantage. My duties were
thus rendered comparatively light and easy.

As the representative of the Colony of New Zealand, I was honored by command to attend dinners
given by the Emperor of Austria and the Prince of Wales, and received much hospitality from the
Austrian Minister of Commerce, and others of the leading men in Vienna. An opportunity, of which
I availed myself, was in this way given me of serving the interests of the Colony, by describing its
capabilities to some of the most influential men in Europe.

After a residence of sixteen days in Vienna, having ascertained that the larger proportion of the
New Zealand exhibits had arrived, I felt that I could safely leave our Court in the hands of Mr.
Bevan. I was less reluctant to return to England as Professor Von Hochstetter had in conversation
with me, manifested great anxiety to assist us, and had. undertaken to superintend our collections of

* See Appendix to this Paper.
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