THE INTOXICATING LIQUORS BILL.

A Bill to enable Owners and Occupiers of Property in certain Districts to prevent the Common Sule of
Intoxicating Liquors within such Districts.

Waereas the common sale of intoxicating liquors is a fruitful source of ecrime, immorality,
pauperism, disease, insanity, and premature death, whereby not ounly the individuals who give way
to drinking habits are plunged into misery, but grievous wrong is done to the persons and property
of Her Majesty’s subjects at large, and the public rates and taxes are greatly augmented: And
whereas it is right and expedient to confer upon the ratepayers of Cities, Boroughs, Parishes and Town-
ships the power to prohibit such common sale as aforesaid: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows :—
1. At any time from and after the passing of thig Act it shall be lawful for

or more ratepayers residing in any Muncipal Borough or Parish, by notice in writing
under their hands, to require the Mayor of such Municipal Borough or the Overseers of the Poor of such
Parish to take the votes of the ratepayers of such Municipal Borough or Parish respectively as to the
propriety of bringing into operation therein the provisions of this Act; and the Mayor or Overseers
as aforesaid, within days of receiving such requisition, shall cause a public notice to be
affixed on or near to the town-hall of such Borough, and on or near to the outer and principal door of
every church or chapel within such Borough or Parish, and shall also cause notice to be inserted in some
newspaper published in such Borough or Parish, or, if there be none so published, in some newspaper
published in the County in which such Borough or Parish is situate, specifying on what day, not earlier
than days after the publication of the said notices, the ratepayers of such Borough or Parish
are required to signify their votes for or against the adoption of this Act.

2. Every person who is rated to the relief of the poor, or entitled to vote in the election of
Guardians of the Poor, for the Borough or Parish in which the votes are to be taken, shall be entitled
to one vote for or against the adoption of this Act.

8. The Mayor of such Borough or the Overseers of such Parish shall cause voting papers, in the
form contained in the Schedule (A) to this Act annexed, to be prepared, and shall, three days before
the day appointed for voting as aforesaid, cause one of such papers to be delivered at the residence of
each person enfitled to vote as aforesaid; and each voter shall, upon the voting paper so delivered,
signify by writing the word *“ Yes,” or “ No,” upon the said paper, and by signing his name thereto,
whether he votes for or against the adoption of this Act: Provided always, that it any voter cannot
write, he shall aflix his mark at the foot of the voting paper in the presence of a witness, who shall £ill
up the voting paper in the presence of the voter, and shall attest and write the name of the vober upon
the same.

4. The Mayor of such Borough or the Overseers of such Parish shall cause the voting papers to
be collected on the day appointed for the voting as aforesaid, by persons employed by them for the
purpose, as he or they shall direct ; but no voting paper shall be received or admitted unless the same
have been delivered at the residence of the voter as aforesaid, nor unless the same be collected by the
persons so employed for that purpose: Provided always, that if any person qualified to vote shall not
have received a voting paper as aforesaid, he shall, on application, on or before the day of voting, to the
said Mayor or Overseers, be entitled to receive a voting paper, and to fill up and sign the same in his or
their presehce, and then and there deliver the same to him or them: Provided also, that in case any
voting paper duly delivered shall not have been duly collected through the default of the said persons so
employed 1o collect the same, the voter in person may deliver the same to the said Mayor or Overseers
before twelve at noon on the day following the day of voting. : )

5. The Mayor of such Borough or the Overseers of such Parish shall, after twelve at noon on the
day immediately following the day of voting, examine the said votes, and shall declare, as hereafter
mentioned, whether a majority of duly qualified votes has been given in favour of the adoption of this
Act, and the adoption or non-adoption of this Act within such Borough or Parish shall depend on such
majority of votes: Provided always, that this Act shall not be adopted within such Borough or Parish
unless at least two-thirds of the aggregate number of votes so given as aforesaid be in favour thereof.

6. If any person fabricates, in whole or in part, or alters, defaces, destroys, abstracts, or purloins,
any voting paper, or personates any person entitled to vote in pursuance of this Act, or falsely assumes
to act in the name or on behalf of any person so entitled to vote, or interrupts the distribution of any
voting papers, or distributes the same under false pretences of being lawfully anthorized so to do, he
shall for every such offence be liable, on conviction before two Justices, to be imprisoned in the common
gaol or house of correction for any period not exceeding three months, with or without hard labour.

7. The Mayor of such Borough or the Overseers of such Parish shall, if this Act be adopted as
aforesaid, immediately give notice thereof by affixing the same on or near to the town-hall in such
Borough, and to the outer and principal doors of every church and chapel in such Borough or Parish,
and shall immediately give notice thereof to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Home
Department, and to the Chairman of the Board of Inland Revenue, and deliver to the Clerk to the
Justices acting in and for such Borough or for the District or Division in which such Borough or
Parish is situated, a certificate in writing of the adoption of the Aect, to be by the said Clerk recorded
and preserved, which certificate, or a copy thereof, certified by the said Clerk to the Justices, shall be
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