Avpril 28, 1867.

12 DESPATCHES FROM THE GOVERNOR OF NEW

last Session, and reserved for the signification of Her Majesty’s plcasure, intituled “An Act to
establish in New Zealand a Court of Divorce and Matrimonial Causes.”

This Bill contains similar provisions to the laws now in force in England on the same subject, and
is a close copy of the Divorce Act in force in Vietoria; but Ministers deem it right to direct attention
to the fact that strong doubts have been expressed as to the position in which persons married in
England would be placed if they should, after emigrating to New Zealand, be professedly divorced
under the presumed authomty of the ]3111 now transmltted, and should afterwards return to England ;
it being contended that in such a case such persons might be held to be, in England, legally man and
wife, notwithstanding the presumed divorce in New Zealand. Consequcntly, lemslatmn by the Tmperial
Parliament would appear to be required with a view to the determination of doubts with respect to a
question of such great importance.

For His Excellency the Governor. E. W. Starrorp.

No. 13.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir GrEorce Grry, K.C.B., to His
Grace the Duke of BUCKINGHAM.

(No. 1286.) Government House, Wellington,

My Lonp Dukp,— 13th November, 1867.
I have the honor to transmit copies of a correspondence relative to the
sale, by Military authorities, of certain buildings at Tauranga, the property of the
Colonial Government; and T have the honor to request that your Grace will be
good enough to bung the matter under the notice of the Secretary of State for
War, with a view to the repayment to the Colonial Treasury of the amount for
which the buildings were sold.
I have, &ec.,

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos. G. GREY.

Enclosure 1 in No. 13.

The AssisTaANT Mitarary Secr¥TaARY to Mr. . T. Cranxe.
(No. 5013.)
SIp,— Head Quarters, Auckland, 6th May, 1867.
In reply to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, addressed to the Major- Greneral Commanding, 1
have the honor, by direction, to forward for your information, the copy of a letter received from
Colonel Ha.lmlton explaining 'the circumstances under which the building known as the Mess Hufl, at

Tauranga, was sold. I have, &c.,
IL T. Clarke, Esq., G’EO. W. Dreax Prre,
Civil Commissioner, Tauranga. Lieut.-Colonel,

Assistant Military Secretary.

Sub-Enclosure to Inclosure 1 in No. 13.
Colonel Hamruton to the Minirary SECRETARY.

Srr,— Auckland, 28th April, 1867.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from the Resident Magis-
trate, Tauranga, -forwarded through tho Major-Greneral, and requesting from me an exphnahon
remrdmﬁ the d[sposal of the Mess Hut at Tauranga.

T have the honor to acquaint you, in reply, for the Major-General’s information, that on the arrival
of the Battalion under my command at Tauranga, the (n?’cer of the 6Sth Light Inhmtry offered us
their Mess Hut for sale, which I declined to pur Lhaw not knowing what long’rh of time the Battalion
might remain at that station, but promised Colonel Greer that on our leaving Tauranga the hut should
be sold on behalf of the 68th Lizht Infantry, as their property, they having put it up at their own
expense while open war existed at Tauranga. Accordingly, I advertised the Mess Hut for sale in public
papers on several occasions, as well as by other posted notices, and the circumstance was well known
a month prior to our leaving.

Before our last detachment marched it was sold by public auction, and the price obtained .
was £10, of which amount £5 10s., on behalf of the officers of the GSth L)ght Infantry, was handed
to Arehdeacon Brown, as a subseription from the officers of the 68th, for the purpose of assisting in

enclosing the cemetery where so many of that regiment are buried, and the remaining £1 10s. “has
been forwarded to the President of the Officers’ Meqv 68th Light Infantrv

I trust the Major-General will consider that I was j justified in the course T took, and would draw
his particular attention to the fact of my having eaused this hut to be advertised for over a month
previous to sale, and that no protest of any kind was made concerning if.

I have, &e,

The Military Secretary, H. Meave HaMrrrow,

Head Quarters, Auckland. Lieut.-Colonel,
Commanding 12th Regiment.
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