
A.—No. 12.

I regret being unable to concur in this proposal, because such concurrencewouldimply a doubt
on my part as to the rightful ownership of this money, and because it appearsto me to be inexpedient
to expend money to which there is not an absolute right.

I feel moreoverthat, however improbable it may be that the Supreme Court will give other than
an equitable decision in this case, yet I am not warranted in committing the Province to the chances
of such acontingency. I may add further, that on consulting over the matter with several of the
Otago Members, they are of opinion that the most advisable course will be to submit the question to
the Legislature, with which view Mr. Dillon Bell has been good enough to agree to introduce the Bill
which received the assent of the Lower House last Session.

I have, &c,
The Hon. tho Colonial Secretary, James Macandeew,

Wellington. Superintendent of Otago.

6 DUNEDIN PRINCES STREET RESERVE.
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