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D.—No. 1.

ON THE PETITION OF J. W. PEAKE AND OTHERS.

No. 1.
Copy of a Letter from Major General Chttte to His Excellency Sir George Grey, K.C.B.

SiB) Head Quarters, Auckland, 12th March, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yourExcellency's letter (No. 85 A., Dec. Ist,

1865,) enclosing an extractfrom the Journal of theHouse of Eepresentativesrelating to aEesolution of
the House on a petition of J. W. Peake and others.

I thank your Excellency for affording me an opportunity of distinctly denying the accusations
there set forth against the Imperial troops now undermy command, and who for some years past have
been employedon active service for the protection of the Colony of New Zealand.

The documents which your Excellency transmits me do not contain the evidence laidbefore the
Committee, on which they deem it their duty to record their condemnationof the conduct of Her
Majesty's troops, to bring under the notice of your Excellency what they term " thedisgracefulconduct
"of the detachmentof the 18th Royal Irish;" and add that "No good would appearto have come from
" the appeal which was made to the Lieut.-General lately commanding."

It is a matter of much regret to me that the honorable members of the Committee,before record-
ing an opinion so disparaging to the army, did not afford the Military authoritiesan opportunityof
answering the malicious accusations laid to their charge ; and I cannot but express my surprise that
such a censure should havo been supported by the honorable House of Representatives on ex parte
statementsmade by interested parties clainung :\>inpensation for real or supposed damage to theirpro-
perty during the war, without the accused being allowed to defend themselves.

I cannot remark on the grounds on which the Committee have arrived at this decision. As I have
alreadystated, the evidenco has not been laid before me, but I am in aposition to state to your Excel-
lency that allreports made to the Military (however frivolous) on the subject of alleged depredations,
havo invariably been carefully investigated. If proved, the depredatorshave been punished; when not
proved, precautions have been taken to prevent the bad. conducted, who must exist in all communities,
from bringing disgrace by their misconduct on the entire body.

I enclose for the perusal of your Excellency extracts from voluminous correspondence thathas
passed on the subject. Your Excellency will there see that complaints have been enquired into; that
in the case proved, the individuals were dealtwith by thecivilpower; and that in other cases, where
the general accusation could not be proved, every opportunity was given to civilians to identify the
supposedculprits, and steps takenby check rolls, regulation as to dogs, &c, &c, to prevent depre-
dations (by the Military)being committedon the property of settlers, although therewas everyreason
to presume that the depredationscomplained of had been caused by other parties.

The troops, it is true, were stationed at the Redoubts for the protection of the settlers, in so far as
to protect them against the enemy, and to induce them to remain on their own lands and properties ;
but not, as appears to be supposed, that the troops should act as police to look after houses and flocks
desertedby the settlers, or that they should be accountable for loss of sheep and cattle allowed by
theirowners to roam without sufficient care-takers.

It appears to me that the loss complained of by J. "W. Peake, and others, could not have occurred
without the depredatorsbeing discovered, had these gentlemen looked after their flocks, or taken the
simplest precautions against robbery, by application to the civil powerat Wanganui, when theyfound
their sheep continually disappearing, theirhousesplundered, &c, &c, in lieu ofbringing vaguecharges
some time after the alleged robberies had taken place, and finally ending by a claim for damage tothe
amountof £1409.

I have no desireto defend soldiers guilty of crimes, and Iam most anxious to see discipline strictly
maintained, yet I cannotallow the troopsunder mycommandtobe aspersedby the honorableThe House
of Representatives without raising my voice against what I consideran injustice. It seems overlooked
that the troops were sent to Woodall's Redoubt because marauding parties of the enemy, and the un-
settled state of tho neighbourhood rendered property at the time insecure. It is far from improbable
that the losses complained ofactually occurred previous to the arrival of the troops at the Kai-iwi Re-
doubts; and it is much more likely that theselosses didoccur throughthe enemy, by civilians in public
employ, contractors, idlers, vagrants, and other inhabitantsin the Colony; through wantof care of the
settlers themselves, and in some instances through intention on thepart ofsettlers willing to risk loss
in chance of future compensation from the public purse, rather than to the troops stationed at theRe-
doubts and carefully lookedafter.

I trust thatyour Excellency will take all steps necessary to have these accusations withdrawn or
fully proved—both sides of the questionbeing heard; and in the meantime that you will be pleased to
direct the same publicity to be given to my denial of the accusation against the Military as has already
been given to the censure passed upon them by the House ofRepresentatives.
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I regret that your Excellency's letter on this matter should have remained so long unanswered,
but my continued absence in the field, and the difficultyof obtaining the necessary documents from
Wanganui, has rendered the delay unavoidable.

I have, &c,
J. Chute,

His Excellency Sir George Grey, X C.8., Major-General.
Governor, New Zealand.

Enclosures in No. 1.
Copy of Opinion of a Court of Enquiry assembled at Wanganui, 11th March, 1865.

Opinion :
The Court having considered the evidence adduced, are of opinion that a certain amountof pro-

perty has been destroyed and stolen from the house of Messrs. I'eake, but that there is not sufficient
evidence to prove by whom, the robberies were committed.

Wanganui, New Zealand, J. Dwyer, Major, 14thEegt.,
11thMarch, 1865. andBrevet Colonel, President.

Members f W" A> SnORTT ' Bt--MaJor> 57th Eegt.JuemDers W. B. Churchward, Ensign, 2-14, Eegt.
Approved—E. A. Logan, Lieut.-Col., 57th Eegiment, Commanding District.

True copy, E. Waddy, Brigadier-Genoral.

Extract—Garrison Orders.
Wanganui, 12th March, 1865.

2. The Officers commanding at tho out-posts will invariably have aparade at sunset. Any man
absent to be at once confined, aud reported. No soldier is to be allowedout after that hour.

It has come to the notice of the Officer Commanding the District that the houses ofMr. J. Peake
and Mr. Wickstead have been broken into, andproperty wantonly destroyed and stolen. Lieut.-Col.
Logan holds Commanding Officers strictlyresponsible for the safety of property, and has toremind them
that they are stationed in the Eedoubtsfor thatpurpose, as wellas for the defence of the settlement.

Frequent check roll calls will be called whennecessary, particularly at Woodall's Eedoubt.
True extract, By order,

W. Thompson, H. M. Powell,
Lieut., 57th Eegt., and Gar. Adjt. Lieut., 57th Eegt., and Gar. Adjt.

Lieutenant Dawson, 2-18th Eegiment, to the Deputy Adjutant General, Wanganui.
Sir,— Woodall's Eedoubt, June 6, 1865.

I have the honor toreport, for the informationof the Brigadier-General, that Mr. John Peake,
farmer, in the neighbourhood of my Eedoubt, informed me this day that he has lost a great number of
his sheep, estimatedby him at 200 head. He attributes his loss to the dogs at the Eedoubt. He also
stated that he had evidence to prove thatmy menwere in thehabit of bringing sheep into camp. He
gave me his authority, which proved to be the canteen-man at thispost. I immediatelysent for him,
and have obtainedthe statement of the sergeant to whom, it appears, he mentionedthe circumstanceat
some subsequentdate. On referring to tlie duty roster, I find that the canteen-man's statement to tho
sergeant must havo been madeon the morning of the 28th May, but thefirst intimation that 1 receive on
the subject is through Mr. Peake on the afternoon of the 6th June. Mr. Peake tellsme thathegothis
information on the 3rd June, but did not think it necessary to acquaint me with his discovery. I may
further remark that Mr. Nicholls, Mr. Peake's assistant, has been residing off and on at Mr. Peake's
house for some time, looking after Mr. Peake's property; that he frequently visits me at theEedoubt,
and did so on Saturday and Sunday last, the 3rd and 4th June. He ought to have been aware of Mi-.
Peake's losses, but still I was not informed on the subject. I may add that it is my custom frequently
to inspect the vicinity of the Eedoubt, and can assert I have never seen anything to lead me to suppose
that any depredation such as attributed to my mencould have takenplace. Ido not allow large dogs
to remain loose about the Eedoubt, as I have found that they interfere with the sentries by night as
also the cleanliness of the Camp, consequently I cannot understand that the very extraordinary loss
which Mr. Peake appearsto have suffered can be attributedto dogs at this Eedoubt. In reference to
the statement made by the canteen-man, if true, I can only regret that he so far neglected his duty
in not identifying the men which, if they belonged to this Eedoubt, he might easilyhave done, or re-
ported the circumstance immediately,when it might have been in mypowerto detect theculprit. I take
the liberty of sending this report, as Mr. Peake informs me that he has already spoken to the Brig.-
General Commanding on the subject.

I have, &c,
The Dep.-Adjutant General, Wanganui. C. Dawson,

Lieut., 2-18 Eegiment.
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Summary of Isviden.ce.
Woodail's Bedoubt, Juno 6th, 1865.

Wm. Artmen, (Canteen-man, Woodail's Redoubt) states—On or about the 27tli May, ;tt
about 6.30 p.m., Iwas some distance from my canteen looking- after my horse, when I saw three men,
one ofwhom had a sheep on his back ; when they saw me they made away, and Iheard the sheep bleat.
I mentionedthe circumstance to the sergeant on the canteen, but cannot say whether it was on the
same evening or the following morning.

Sergeant McNassan, 2-18 Eoyal Irish, states—On the 28th May, I was sergeant on canteen duty.
At about 9 a.m., whilst in conversation with the canteen-man, he mentioned to me that he had seen
one night three menwith a sheep, and that they laid down in the fern when they saw him, and hoheard the sheep bleat. I asked if he could tell me wh© they were, and he said he could not. I re-
member mentioning thecircumstance to the color-sergeant.

Color-Sergeant G. Hawkesbury, states—lremember onenight, whilst in conversation with Sergeant
McNassan, him mentioning something about a sheep being sees by the canteen-man in possession of
some menon the ranges. I attached no credence to the statement, as I knew that the men of the
detachment had been present at retrent roll call for at least a fortnight previous, and consequently, I
thought, could not have had time tocommit such an offence, according to the time stated to me.

C. DaWSQN, Lieut.,
2-18 Royal Irish.

Lieutenant Dawson, 2-18th Regiment, to the District Adjctast, Wanganti.
Sir,— I Woodall's Redoubt, June 9, 18G.>.

I have thehonor to report, for the information of the Lieut.-Colonel Commanding the Wan-
ganui District, thatyesterdayevening Ensign Phillips, belonging to the detachment under my command,
reported to me that when returning- to thisRedoubt, at about 6 p.m., he saw close to Mr. J. Peake's
house four men, who, when they saw him, ran away into the bush; he rode on to camp as fast as pos-
sible, and reported the circumstance to me. I immediately ordered thefall-in to sound, and waspresent
myself when the roll was called, when all werepresent. I then sent a sergeant and ten rank and file to
Mr. Peake's house, who found Mr. Nicholla, Mr. Peake's assistant, there, who said lie was quite alone,
and knew nothing about the men seen, by Mr. Phillips.

I am prompted to make this report, feeling that it has become a fixed idea in the minds of the
settlers thatany depredationcommittedin the neighborhood of a Redoubt must be done by the soldiers
of the same. These men seen by Mr. Phillips could have been on no lawful business, and I think it
significant of the fact that there are men in the country committing outrages in the neighborhood of
Redoubts, knowing that suspicion will not attach itself to them, but that the odium will rest on the
soldiers. I mayfurther add thatMr. J. Peakereports to me that he has, in the last few months, lost
upwards of two hundred head of sheep.

I have, &c,
The District Adjutant, Wanganui. 0. Dawsox, Lieut.,

Commanding Det. 2-18 Royal Irish.

The Deputy-Assistant-Gexbeal to the Brigadier-General Commanding, Wanganui.
Sik,— Deputy-Adjutant General's Office, Auckland, June 29, 186;").

In reply to your letters June 11, 1865, No. 58-65, and June 14, 186.5, No. 60-65, the Lieut.-
General Commandingdesires me to say that it does not appear to him that any evidence is adduced to
prove that the depredations complained of were committed by the .soldiers stationed in the Wanganui
District. At the same time, the Lieut.-General Commanding desires that Officers commanding posts
may be again cautioned to be most careful in guarding against the possibility of any injury being
inflicted by those under their command, on the property of the settlers whom they are"sent to
protect.

The Lieut.-Goneral Commandingrequests thatyou will continue to give your attention to this
matter, so that any offenders may be at once detected and punished. He desires particularly to
remark on the practice of large numbersof dogsbeing kept in Camps or Redoubts. Dogs should not
be permitted at any posts in the neighbourhood of sheep stations, unless sanctioned by the Officer
commanding under your authority; and, if necessary, the practice of keeping dogs should be totally
prohibited.

I have, &c.
The Brigr.-Generalcommanding Troops, Wanganui. R. Carey, Col. D. A. G.

Memorandum by the Deputy-Assistant ADJTOAIw-GhEWERAX.
Memo. Dy.-Asst. Adjt.-GeneraPs Office, Wanganui, 10th July, 1865.

The Brigadier-Ueneral Commanding the Wanganui District calls the attention of Officers com-
mandingRedoubts to previous orders that have been issued on the subject of dogs bein«- allowed
loose about Redoubts. He now directs that every dog shall be either destroyed or tied up imme-
diately, and holds Officers commanding posts strictly responsible (hat this order is strictly attended to ;theywill appoint trustworthy men of their Regiment as Camp Police, with orders to destroy any loose
dogs they may see about the Redoubts. Should the Brigadier receive any more reports respecting
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depredationsbeing committednear their post, he willbe obliged to give orders that no Officer or man
will bo allowed at any time whatever to quit thevicinity of their respective Redoubts. Every Officer
in command of a Redoubt will send in a written report to this office that no dogs are allowed in or
near their Redoubts, except theyare tied up ; and they will use every endeavour in their power to
prevent their men from committing any depredations whatever. If necessary, they will increase the
guards, or --cud out patrols in the vicinity of their posts.

By command,
True copy—G-. Lkach, Capt., D. A. A. G. G. Leach, Cap::., D. A. A. G.

Lieutkxant Dawson, 2-18th Regiment, to the Adjutant.
Sin,— Woodall's Redoubt, November 22, 1865.

In reference to reports made by certainsettlers residing in the neighbourhood of this Redoubt,
of sheep having been stolenand destroyed by soldiers of the same, as also their houses being broken
into :

I have the honor to state, for the information of the Officer commanding 2-18 Royal Irish, that
the only instances of sheep stealing that have been brought to my notice are, Firstly, a report made
by the canteen-man at this post of his having one evening seen three men with a sheep in their pos-
session, and thatwhen theysaw him they made away, and thathe did notrecognize any of the men.
Whether his story is true or not it is impossible for me to say, but it does not appear that he took
any steps to identify the men, neither was I informed of the matter until more than a week after,
and through another channel. The second instance was committed by two men belonging to my
detachment, who had absented themselves without leave, and were apprehended by the civil police
near Wanganui, with a live lamb in their possession; they were d^ily convicted by the civil power,
and punished for the same. Mr. John Peake made areport to Brigadier-GeneralWaddy, 0.8., on or
about the 3rd June last, in the which he stated he had lost upwards of two hundred head of sheep,
and attributed his loss to the menundermy command. The whole of the correspondence was, how-
ever, forwarded to Lieut.-General Sir D. A. Cameron, X.C.8., who, as I am informed, decided that
there was not sufficient evidence to prove that my men were in any way implicated.

As to the chargeof house-breaking laid tomy men, I have the honor to state that aCourt ofInquiry
assembled at Wanganui, of which Lieut.-ColonelDwj-er, 2-14 Regt., was President, to inquire into
statements made by Mr. J. Peake and others, but theyfailed to convince the Court that the menof this
detachment under mycommand were the culprits. I had heard no more of the matler until a few
days ago, when I observed a paragraph in a local paper, which I assert is utterly false.

I have, &c,
C. Dawsox, Lieut.,

The Adjutant, 2-18 Royal Irish. 2-18 Royal Irish.

Brigadier-Gexebal Waddy to the Deputy-Adjutant Genehal.
Sir,— Wanganui, December 31, 1865.

With reference to your letter of 11th December, 1865, I have the honor to report, for the
information of the Major-General Commanding the Forces in New Zealand, that earlyin March last a
detachmentof the 18th Regt., under Lieut. C. Dawson, proceeded to Woodall's Redoubt, which is
aboutone mile from the house of Mr. H. Peake. It appears that these settlers complainedto Lieut.-
Col.Logan, 57th Regt., then commanding at Wanganui (during my absence with the Field Force)
that their houses had been robbed about the Bth March. Lieut.-Col. Logan assembled a Court of
Inquiry into this complaint. A copy of the opinion of the Court, dated 11thMarch, 1865, is attached;
the proceedings of theCourt were forwardedfor the information of Lieut.-General Sir D. A. Cameron.
I returned to Wanganui at the end of May, and on the Ist June Mr. J. W. Peake made his first
complaint to me of depredations having been committed on his property. The correspondence
relative to the matter is attached; it willbe seen by Mr. J. W. Peake's letter, of the 14th July, that
he admits that he did not lose a sheep after the date of his first complaint to me; so that the whole
damagesaid to have been doneto his property must have taken place in the months of March, April,
and May, 1865, and it appears to me impossible that so many sheep as stated could have been
killed during this timewithout some manbeing caught and identified. I have carefully examined the
Defaulter sheets of the 18th Regt. at Woodall's Redoubt, and I do not find any case (save one) of
absence without leave; the general conduct of this party I consider good, if I except cases of
drunkenness.

I have noreason to think Lieut. Dawson has not exerted himself to prevent destruction of pro-
perty, and to carry out the orders given him by me and Col. Logan. I beg now to forward a letter,
dated the 18th December, from Lieut. Dawson, with regard to the charges brought forward by
Mr. Peake.

I beg further to state that the onlyinstance of sheep-stealing by men from Woodall's Redoubt
that has been detected occurred in September last, the two culprits were handed over to and dealt
with by the civil power.

I have neverreoeived acomplaint from any person against the men of the detachment of tha
14thRegt., under Capt. Vivian, stationed at Stewart'sRedoubt (Mussen's Farm) since March last.

The monthlyaverage strength of the detachment at Woodall's Redoubt in March, April, and
May, was—2 officers, 3 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 70rank and file: at Stewart's Redoubt, it was—3 officers,
3 Serjeants, 2 doctors, and 100 rank and file.

I have, &c,
R. Waddy, Brigr.-General,

The Dep. Adjt. General. Commanding Wongnmti District.
True copies.

R. Cabby, Colonel, D. A. G.
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