E—No. 2. 14 PAPERS RELATIVE TO NATIVE AFFAIRS.

RETURN showing the Number of Narives who have joined the Waikaro INsURGENTS.
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Afr. Smith’s two Returns differ materially. -—This shows, on the West side, more than two-thirds of the

Adult Males gone to the War. W. F.

No. 14. '
COTPY of a Letter from the Native Skcerrrary to Mr, T. H. Samrrn.

C'olonial Sceretary’s Office,
(Native Department),
Auckland, 22nd February, 18G4,
SR,

T am dirceted by the Colonial Seeretary to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of February the
11th, covering a return of the Natives at Tauranga, and explaining the reasons which led you to communi-
cate with Colonél Carey on his arrival, with the view of inducing him to suspend action on the Instruc-
iions he had received from His Bxcellency ,

The Government [ am divected to state reavets that it eannot regard your explanations as
satisfactory.

The ohject of the expedition under Coloncl Carey, was, to create a diversion by operating on the
Jistrict from which a considerable number of the rebels were known to have gone to fight with Her
Majesty’s troops in Waikato. The expedition was despatched at the most urgent request of General
Cameron, and the instructions given to Colonel Carey were the result of several days anxious consulta-
tion between His Excelloney and his Ministers. The Government can see, in the facts of the case, as
now explained by you, no ground for your taking the responsibility of urging Colonel Carsy to suspend
the intended action which, by thosc justructions, he was directed to take,
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