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FURTHER PAPERS 1
RELATIVE TO NATIVE AFFAIRS.

No. 1.

cory ofF A DESPATCH rRrOM GOVERNOR GORB BROWNE, C.B., TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR

E. B. LYTTON, BART. ’

Government House,
Auckland, New Zealand,
14th October, 1858.

Sig,—

I have the honor to forward copy of a Memorandum on Native Affairs generally, and on some

Acts of the Assembly relating to them, signed by Mr. Richmond on behalf of my responsible advisers.
The Acts here referred to shall be forwarded separately, and will form the subject of other despatches.

2. The memorandum is, as might be expected from a gentleman of Mr. Richmond’s known

abilities and legal knowledge, a very able production, setting forth the views of my responsible advisers,
grouping them skilfully, and placing them in the most favourable point of view.

3. Having, in the course of my despatches to yourself and your predecessors, and in various

minutes addressed to my advisers, indicated the greater part of the measures referred to (though the
merit of shaping them into law is entirely due to my advisers), I cordially agree in much that is stated
in the memorandum. I cannot, however, assent to the inference implied, though not directly asserted
in the memorandum, that the true end of British policy, and the true principles of administration in refer-
ence to the Natives were neither understood or effectively carried out until the advent of my present
advisers to power. Such an inference would be very unjust to my predecessors, and not Jess so to the
conscientious and experienced gentlemen employed for so many years in the Native Department; but
who are not viewed in a favourable light from being what are termed irresponsible officials.

4. The progress of civilization among the natives, though very slow, has been progressive, and it

would have been absurd in Governor Hobson to propose what it might be culpable in me to neglect;
and even the Acts of Legislation now inaugurated will probably lie dormant, or only come into very
partial operation, for some years,

5. In the course of his arguments in favor of the “Native Territorial Rights Bill,” the writer uses

the language here quoted (sec. 32):—* But what really lies at the root of this objection is a doctrine
so mischievous and unfounded that it requires special notice. It is asserted that the native is really
entitled to an absolute grant in fee simple of whatever territories his tribe may think fit to make over
to him in severalty, however extensive, and that to refuse such a grant—at least to impose any
condition which does not operate for the sole and exclusive benefit of the natives—is unfair.”

If by these expressions it is intended to juvalidate the rights of the aboriginal natives to their

unoccupied lands, the subject is one which involves the peace of the colony: the rights of the natives
secured to them by the Treaty of Waitangi, and the fulfilment. of engagements made by successive
Governors, and confirmed by successive Secretaries of State.

6. In refutation of these arguments, I might content myself with quoting the evidence of Mr.

Merivale given before a Committee of the House of Commons on 7th July, 1857, in which he states
in few words as follows:—* The native title to land in New Zealand is very peculiar: in most colonies
of the Crown, the natives have been recognised as possessing certain possessory rights over the soil,
and they have been paid comparatively trifling sums for these rights. In New Zealand, by the
interpretation put upon the Treaty of Waitangi by the Home Government, it was considered that the
New Zealand tribes had a right of proprietorship over their lands—not simply a general right of
dominion, but a right of proprietorship like landlords of estates, for which the Crown was bound to
pay them.” In addition to the conclusive statement above quoted, I have collected and formed into
an appendix some of the decisions on this subject, and indicate them below.* For a collection
of these authorities, I am much indebted to Mr. Martin, late Chief Justice of this Colony, whose name
is never mentioned without respect either by native or European, and whose experience and intimate
acquaintance with the Maories cause him to be recognised as an undisputed authority in everything
relating to them.

7. In commenting upon this memorandum, the scope of which is so general, some remarks on the

relations of Her Majesty’s Government and that of the settlers towards the natives will hardly be
deemed irrelevant, It was a hackneyed expression of -the party who strenuously agitated for, and
succeeded in obtaining parliamentary and responsible government for this Colony, that government and
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taxation without representation are tyranny. It is needless, therefore, to say that in asking for local
self-government, the colonist did not demand the right of governing any but those who would possess
through their representatives a right to share in it. Nothing more was ever conceded; but, on the
contrary, on granting responsible government in Her Majesty’s name, I excepted the right of governing
the natives, and my so doing was approved by Her Majesty’s Government, and acceded to by the
Assembly.

8. {t may be askedy therefore, on what grounds one portion of Her Majesty’s subjects could
demand the right of governing another portion, not allied to them by blood or interest, and who are
unrepresented m their Councils. It could not be because the natives desire it, for it is well known
that the Maories refuse to acknowledge any authority but such as emanates directly from Her Majesty.

9. The settlers desire that a large military and naval force should be maintaimed at the expense
of the Imperial Government for the purpose of restraining and keeping the Maories in subjection; but
Her Majesty could hardly be expected to retain them in the Colony for the sole purpose of coercing a
part of her subjects who yield her a willing obedience, and forcing on them a government which
(with or without reason) they fear and distrust.

10. If the right to govern ceases to depend on that of representation, the Maories might demand
that the Government should be transferred to them as being (especially in the northern island) greatly
in the numerical majority. To say that they are savages and have no rights, but should be made
hewers of wood and drawers of water, admits of an easy extension in the same direction——viz., that of
reducing them to slavery, which might be done with equal reason on the same plea. The government
of aboriginals is not conceded to the representatives of the civilized races either in British America or
in other English Colouies. If it were so, the English residents in Ceylon, or even in India, might
reasonably claim to govern the coloured population of those countries.

11. In sectior 46 of the memorandum, the writer deprecates a narrow jealousy of interference by the
colonists; but what jealousy could equal that with which the English settlers of one Provinee would
view the management of their political affairs by those of another? Yet it will scarcely be alleged
that the interests of the Maories and the Europeans are more identified than those of the English
settlers in two different Provinces.

12. The expediency of subjecting the management of Native Affairs to the control of the Respon-
sible Ministers, (which is inferred throughout the memorandum) is based upon the assumption that the
interests of the Natives may be safely confided to the Colonists: but this is an assumption not borne
out by experience. I might refer to a Petition from New Plymouth forwarded in my Despatch No.
45 of 9th June last, and to other proofs of conflicting interests. ~Again, with refereace to the politieal
status of the Natives, it is provided by the Constitution Act that every man (without distinction of
race) occupying a tenement of a certain annual value shall be entitled to a vote in the representation
of the Colony. In the course of last Session a Bill, prepared by my advisers, was passed by the
House of Representatives containing an enactment that no man should in future be entitled to vote
except in right of property held by title derived from the Crown. Had this Bill become law, the
effect of it would have been almost the entire disfranchisement of the Native race. In his speech
upon this measure in the Legislative Council, Mr, Swaingon, the late Attorney-General, said:—<“he
“ thought it would redound but little to their credit if, after achieving a large measure of representative
* gelf-government, the very first act of the Colonists, in the exercise of their newly acquired constituent
““powers, was to deprive their fellow subjects of the political privileges which had been conferred upon
“them by the British Parliament * *  If it was intended to deprive the Natives of any
« political privileges which they now possess, or if it were believed that such a provision would have the
“ effect of disfranchising any portion of the Native race—then he felt assured that the measure could
“nct have been brought before the Legislature with the knowledge and approval of the Representative
“of the Crown. He believed indeed that no true friend could advise the Governor of the Colony to
“assent to it; and he did not hesitate to affirm that it would be better for the Governor of New
“Zealand to cut off his right band than give to such a measure the sanction of his name.” Owing to
the opposition it encountered in the Legislative Council the clauses containing this enactment were
rejected, and the natives still enjoy the electoral privileges conferred on them by the lmperial
Parliament. Instances might be multiplied, but the task is invidious; and, after all, the jealousy is
one which all classes entertain of those whose interest is not identical with their own.

13. Finally, in reference to the management of Native affairs, I beg to refer to my despateh, No.
94, of 21st September, 1856, which was accompanied by letters from persons of all classes acquainted
with the subject. Considering the differences of rank, religion, and oceupation, it is very remarkable
that 36 out of 38 of those letters expressed in various forms but one opinion, viz: that it would be
neither prudent, just, nor expedient, to remove the natives from the immediate and direct government
of the Crown, and subject them to a government consisting of a constantly changing body of persous
elected by the Colonists. Among these letters I might call particular attention to one from the
Bishop of New Zealand, who discusses the question at length, with his usual ability.

14, 1 should also observe that though the Governor is subject to change as well as the Responsible
Ministers, the change in his case is one of person, and not necessarily one of opinion: his responsibility
and his instructions remain unaltered;—but a change of Ministry implies a change of opinion, and
(judging by other Colonies) such changes are far from being unfrequent.

15, The difficulties and intricacies which have arisen from the juxtaposition and relative interests
of the two races, have led to the admission of those who possess the confidence of the Assembly to a
participation in the management of Native Affairs as a matter of expediency, the extent of which is
briefly as follows:—1I admit the right of the Assembly to legislate in the manner it thinks proper,
reserving to myself the right of veto as provided for by the Constitution Act. I retain to myself the
executive and administrative part of Native Affairs, admitting my Responsible Advisers to full
information, and granting them the right to advise me; but reserving to myself the right to act upon
my own judgment when I differ from them. 'This arrangement was announced to the Assembly when
Responsible Government was granted: has been approved by Her Majesty’s Government, and aceepted
by the Assembly,
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T see no reason to think that any alteration in this arrangement would be either advisable or
advantageous; and, until I receive further instructions from you, it is not my intention to admit of any
departure from it~—nor do I learn that such is desired.

16. Arguments in opposition to his own views, are put forward and refuted by Mr. Richmond, on
which it is unnecessary to remark, as they are not those I have used or rely on, I therefore forbear to
add to the length of this despatch by commenting in greater detail. In justice, however, to that
zealous and experienced gentleman, the Native Secretary, I attach some remarks of his.

1 have, &ec.,
(Signed)  T. Gore Browne.
The Right Hon. Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, Bart.,
&e., &e., &ec.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
ARCHDEACON KISSLING TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

St. Stephen’s, Auckland,
July 28, 1858.
SIR,—
In compliance with your request, I beg to make the following notes on the subject named to
me yesterday by His Lordship the Bishop of New Zealand.

1. In the Native Bills—the subject of enquiry——there seems to be a proviso which in my opinion
very much impairs the proposed system of Native Policy, viz., that the powers conferred by those Biils
upon the Governor shall be only exercised with the consent and by the advice of the Esecutive
Council.

2. This limitation of the power vested in Her Msjesty’s Representative will not be comprehended
by the Native Race, Their notions do not go beyond primitive government. The Queen is regarded
by them in the relation of a mother, and the Governor as Her Representative and their friend. No
special respect is paid by them to a changeable Ministry elected by the European population. Hence
whatever may be the results of the proposed system of Native Policy, to the Governor alene will be
ascribed the merits or demerits of those measures. Her Majesty’s Representative in this Colony is
thus obviously placed in an anomalous position by the proviso above referred to.

3. The said proviso may involve Her Majesty’s Representative in considerable difficulties which
ought to be carefully avoided. The opinion of the Executive Council, which from its changeable
nature can have but little knowledge of Native affairs, will for this very reason no doubt often differ
from the opinion given by the Native Secretary, who ought to be (and the present officer is) a man of
experience in matters affecting the Natives of New Zealand ; and the final decision, on whichever side
that decision may be, must put His Excellency on very delicate and unpleasant ground with either of
his advisers ; perhaps with all of them. It appears to me an unnatural machinery of Native
Government, and not likely to work long with beneficial results.

4. Moreover the objectionable proviso may greatly endanger the interests of the Native race.
Supposing that the Executive Council considers a question of such impnrtance as to persist in its
opinion, while on the other hand Her Majesty’s Representative and his Native Lepartment take
precisely the opposite view of the question, or the converse may be the case ; the Governor may see
it necessary to adopt a measure and the Executive Council strenuously oppose it, what must then be
the consequences ? Either “a paralysis of power” which may do a great deal of harm, or the
Responsible Ministry may declare that they will resign their position. What will then be the issue ? His
Excellency will have to make a choice between two evils, he will either have to yield to coercion or he
will have to summon the Colonial Parliament to form a new Ministry ; the latter in such a case
would probably be considered the greater evil, and the cause of the Natives would have to sustain
the injury.

5J. I); has been argued in the Legislative Council “that Governors are changed from time to time
as well as the Ministers,” but this analogy is evidently unfair—for though there may be a change of
Governors, there will be no change in their responsibility to the Crown. Her Majesty’s power
remains the same with respect to the Native affairs, but whenever the Ministers are changed it
involves a change also of those to whom they are responsible. Moreover Her Majesty will regard her
subjects of both races with impartiality, while the Representatives of one race ouly may be under the
influence of local and partial interests to a considerable extent—indeed it can be scarcely otherwise
expected from the common and selfish nature of man.

6. In the House of Representatives the encroachment, if I may use the expression, upon the
Governor’s powers has been supported and defenddd by what has been termed *a most felicitous
comparison :” it has been stated that the proposed system of Native Policy was “like a mast with two
stays, if one of them gave, the other may hold till the damage was repaired.” On the other side it
may be safely maintained, that if the Native Policy proposed be based on truth and justice, it will need
no two stays, it will not be like ‘“a mast,” but like a noble edifice standing on its own foundation
under the protection of God’s providence, and by the guardianship of the Crown,

7. Taking all these points into consideration separately and connectedly, I think it would be most
unfair if His Excellency were pressed to give his eonsent without qualification to those Bills affecting
the Native race,

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) G. A. Kissuixg.
His Excellency the Governor,
of New Zealand.

E—No. 1.

D. McLean,
Native Secretary.

30th October, 18564
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Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
COPY OF A MEMORANDUM BY MR. RICHMOND.

Auckland, 29th September, 1858.

ANALYSIS :
Reference to Paragraphs—
1 and 2—Introductory.
3 to 10— General Principles of Native Policy ...

11 to 18—Proposed Legislative Arrangements, * Native Districts Regulation Act”... 1L

14  —Proposed Judicial Arrangenents, © Native Circuit Court Act” o .

15 to 17—Treatment of Mixed Districts, * [’..v of Islands Settlement Bill” v,

18 to 27—Individualization of Native Title, = Native Territorial Rights Bill” .

28 to 36—Objections to * Native Territorial R:zhts Bill” discussed vI,

Narivs Arraims, 37 to 48—Relations of Respounsible Ministers with Governor on Native Affairs VII.
49 to 53—Educational Institutions for Natives, ¢ Native Schools Act” ... VIII

54 to 60— New Financial Arrangements for the Native Services, and their bearing on Policy ... x

61 to 71—Probable Amount of Maori Contributions to Revenue Considered

During the Session of the General Assembly which has just closed, the following measures, on
subjects specially affecting the Aboriginal Natives of New Zealaud, have passed both Houses,—

. ¢ The Native District Regulation Act, 1858,”
. “The Native Circuit Courts Act, 1858,”

. “The Bay of Islands Settlement Bill, 1858,”
. ¢ The Native Territorial Rights Bill, 1858,”
. “The Native Schools Act, 1858.”

O GO LD

Of these the first, second, and fifth have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor. The
other two Bills are conceived to affect the security for the New. Zealand Loan, guaranteed by the
Imperial Parliament, and accordingly in pursuance of the “ Aet to guarantee a Loan for the Service
of New Zealand, 20 and 21 Vie. Cap. 51,” clauses have been inserted suspending the operation of
those Bills until Her Majesty’s pleasure shall have been taken thereon.

2. These measures are of considerable interest, both intrinsically, and as constituting the first
attempt of the Uolonists of New Zealand, iu virtue of the powers of Representative Government now
conceded to them, to grapple with the difficulties of the Native question ; and on this account, and
also because on the subject of the Native Territorial Rights Bill there exists some difference of opinion
—due it is believed, in great part, to misapprehension of the scope and purpose of that measure—the
Responsible Ministry of New Zealand desire to state, somewhat at large, what are the opinions on

the subject of the government of the Natives which the measures embody, and are intended to carry
into effect.

1.—General Principles of Native Policy.

3. The Policy of the British Government in relation to the Aborigines of these
Islands, might, on the first settlement of the country, have assumed either of two shapes. It might
have addressed itself to the maintenance of the Natives as a separate race under distinct institutions
and a Government wholly or in great measure independent of the ordinary Colonial Government ; or,
on the other hand, it might have been directed to promote the eventual absorption of the Maories into
the European population.

4. Under the former Policy it might naturally have been sought rather to maintain than to
obliterate such Native customs as were not repugnant to humanity ; and it would have been essential
to set up, and rigidly to guard, a territorial division between the Races. "Lhe neglect of this latter
precaution has forever rendered such a policy impossible in New Zealand.  All the prineipal Maritime
Ports of the Colony are in the hands of the Settlers, who, year by year, extending themselves towards
the interior from twenty different centres, come in contact with the Natives at fresh points ; so that
there no longer remains any other alternative than the extinction of the Maori Race, or its union,
under one Government, with the European Settlers. However difficult, therefore, the latter enter-
prise, the mode in which the country has been colonized leaves no choice but to attempt it.

5. There are some who, considering what a chasm intervenes between Civilization and Barbarism,
and how impassable the boundaries of Race have generally proved, are of opinion that the fusion of
the two peoples is a moral and patural impossibility. These persons refer to the Statistics of Popu-
lation, which, according to the most accurate Estimates hitherto made, show a decrease in the numbers
of the Natives at the rate of about twenty per cent. in every period of fourteen years. They point to the
relative paucity of Maori females, and to the abnormal mortality of the Race, especially amongst the
children, as facts which make certain its extinction within a short period. Such considerations induce
to the abandonment of the work of civilization as hopeless, and favour the adoption of a merel
temporising policy. The Race, it is said, is irredeemably savage. It is also moribund,
All that it 1s wise, or safe, to attempt, is to pacify and amuse them until they die out,—until the
inscrutable physical law at work amongst them shall relieve the country from the Incubus of a barba-
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rous population ; or at least, shall render it practicable to reduce them to the condition, for which
nature has intended them, of hewers of wood and drawers of water. An exelusive reliance on the
personal influence with the Natives of particular individuals, and on the effect of gifts and flattery
upon the more powerful or more turbulent Chiefs would be natural features of such a policy ; which by
its demoralizing influence would realize the expectations of its advocates, and render the anmihilation
of the Maori Race both certain and speedy.

6. To the present Advisers of the Crown in New Zealand such a Policy appears false, cowardly,
and immoral. In common with the whole intelligence of the community whose opinions they repre-
sent, they believe it to be at once the interest and the duty of the Colonists to preserve and civilize
the Native people. Though not blind to the indications of physical decay which the Race exhibits,
nor to the great difficulties in the way of a Policy of Fusion, they do not permit themselves to despair.
And they believe that the true course—a course which, however small the prospect of success, the
British Government would still in honor and conscience be bound to pursue—is to take all possible
measures for bringing the Aborigines as speedily as may be under British Institutions.

7. In order to the correct apprehension of the position of the Native question, it ought to be fully
understood that the British Government in New Zealand has no reliable means but those of moral
persuasion for the government of the Aborigines. It is powerless to prevent the commission by
Natives against Natives of the most glaring erimes. Within the last twelve-month blood has been
gpilt in Native quarrels in at least four different places in the Northern Island,—at New Plymouth,—
the Bay of Plenty,—Hawkes' Bay,—and the Whanganui River ; in one instance, within the limits of
a British Settlement. In the cases, which happily are not numerous, in which aggressions are com-
mitted by Natives against Settlers, the Government is compelled to descend to negotiation with the
Native Chiefs for the surrender of the offender. The development of the material resources of the
extensive wilderness still in the hands of the Natives, which comprises nearly three-fourths of the
total area, and some of the most fertile portions, of the Northern Island, depends absolutely on their
will. Without their consent it is impossible to survey, or even to traverse the country. Much less
could the Government undertake the execution of roads, bridges, or other Public Works, in Native
territory. Considerable difficulty was lately experienced in the establishment of a Mail route between
Auckland and Napier, though the mail bags are carried by Maories. And it was very recently repre-
sented, by the Chief permanent officer of the Native Department, that it would be inexpedient, and
even dangerous, for the Government to make a gift to certain Waikato Natives of a few bags of Clover
Seed, lest the present should give rise to disputes respecting the ownership of Jand, and the Govern-
ment be blamed by the Natives for having introduced among them a cause of dissension. These
instances may serve to illustrate the nature of the present relations of the Colonial Government with
the Natives.

8. Whether a Government reduced to such timid shifts, and with nothing beyond a moral hold
upon the allegiance of a self-willed, suspicious, and warlike race, can succeed 1n subjecting that race to
the salutary restraints of law, and in preserving it from the destruction which must result from a
continuance of its own barbarous usages, is a problem which remains to be solved. There can be no
doubt that the presence of an increased Military and Naval Force of sufficient strength to command
respect for the British power,—now very lightly esteemed by the New Zealanders,—would greatly
forward any efforts for the permanent amelioration of their condition. In the legislative measures
proposed and carried by the present Government it has, however, been assumed as a condition, and
steadily kept in view, that the Colony will remain practically destitute of any Force available for the
maintenance of law and order amongst the Natives, and that reliance must be placed solely on the gnod
sense of the people, and their innate capacity, under wise guidance, for self-government.

9. Accordingly, nothing more has been attempted than to fucilitate the voluntary acceptance by
the Natives of English Institutions. And, fortunately, many Maories are sufficiently iutelligent and
far-sighted to perceive the necessity for promptly taking advantage of such a facility. The old Maori
regime is fast falling into decay whilst a substitute is naturally sought in a spontaneous imitation of
British usages. Native Chiefs in various places affect to administer justice with the forms which they
have observed to be used in the Police Courts of the Colony, and attempts have been made at many
Native Villages to enact, and put in force, local regulations on various subjects. The leaders in these
movements are mostly young men of standing, educated at the Mission Schools; who though they
appear destitute of the requisite knowledge, judgment, influence, and force of purpose to effect,
unaided, the needed reforms, may yet, it is hoped, be counted upon to second the endeavours of an
European Magistrate.

10. The Policy of the British Government in New Zealand has generally been identical in its
main purpose with what is now proposed. It seems, however, to have been expected that the Natives
in the neighbourhood of the European Settlements would naturally aggregate themselves about these
centres as so many nuciel of civilization, adopting the laws and usages of the Settlers, and resorting to
the European Tribunals for the settlement of their differences. This expectation, if such there were,
has been in great measure disappointed ; and the social organization of the two Races remains as
distinct as ever, even in the immediate vicinity of the Towns. In afew cases Magistrates have been
stationed in purely Native Districts, But placed there independently of the will of the people, and
utterly without power to enforce their own decisions, their position has been a false one ; and they have
dore nothing to supply the needed reconstitution of Maori Society. It appears to the present Advisers
of the Crown that there has been no proper adaptation of British Institutions to the present condition
of the Aborigines. It is unreasonable to expect that chey should accept our Laws without those local
modifications of detail which even British Citizens require. It is now therefore proposed to

E—No. 1.
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attempt to operate from Native centres, by means of Institutions, English in their spirit, if 1ot abso-
lutely in their form, devised to supply the peculiar necessities of the Native Tribes, and to secure their
confidence and support.

1.— Proposed Legislative Arrangements, * Native Districts Regqulation Act.”

11. The first step in this system was to provide the machinery of a simple local legislation,—
such as was indicated in Ministers’ Memorandum on Native Affairs of the 6th May, 1857. This
object is accomplished by the ¢ Native Districts Regulation Act,”—which vests in the Governor in
Council the power of making local regulations for Native Districts on various subjects. It is intended
that the Natives in their several Villages should themselves initiate legislation upon the different
subjects to which the Act extends—the Government practically confining itself to suggestion, and to
reducing to shape and consistency the propositions of the irregular Native Meetings known as
Runangas, which are already being held in many parts of the country.

12. The Act enables District Bye-Laws to be made for the prevention of cattle-trespass ; for the
impounding of cattle ; for regulating party fences; for preventing disease amongst sheep ; for the
landing of ecattle ; for the suppression of nuisances ; for the promotion of the health, cleanliness,
and convenience of the inhabitants of Native Villages ; for the prevention of drunkenness; and for
the regulation of the sale of spirits ; together with other regulations upon Police subjects. Matters
of this kind in New Zealand are now left, it may be observed, as regards the European population,
entirely to the Provincial Legislatures. But these bodies bave (with trifling, if any, exceptions)
properly confined themselves to legislation suited to the wants of the Settlers ; leaving the care of the
Natives, as 2 matter in which the whole Colony is concerned, to the General Assembly. The Act
under consideration also enables the enactment of Regulations ¢ for the suppression of injurious
“ Native customs, and for the substitution of legal remedies and punishments for injuries in cases
“ in which compensation is now sought by means of such customs.” Under this clause it is hoped that
the Native Taua or robbiug 'party, which is constantly resorted to for the redress of real or fancied
injuries, more particularly in cases of dispute respecting women, and which pillages indiscriminately
the supposed offender and his iunocent relations, may be superseded, and fall into disuse. The clanse
relating to the regulation of the sale of spirits will, itis expected, be taken advantage of in some
neighbourhoods to render more stringent and effectual the existing prohibition against the supply of
intoxicating liquors to Natives. The Act also contains a provision under which it is hoped that petty
d(ilﬁ'erendces between Members of a Tribe respecting the oceupation of common property may be
adjusted.

! 13. It will be at once apparent how essential to any advancement in civilization it is, that some
suitable law should exist upon many of the subjects just enumerated. A Native has no inducement
to raise his condition by erectinga house, by cultivation of the land, or by acquiring property in live
stock, if the customs of his people afford him no protection ; if his neighbours’ horses and pigs
consume his growing corn, and the half-wild dogs, which swarm in every Pa, worry his sheep; or,
what is by far the worst evil, if a Native Taua, under pretext of some real or pretended injury committed
by some of his relations, is allowed, at one swoop, to dispoil him of all his acquisitions,

nt.—Proposed Judicial Arrangements, ¢ Native Circuit Courts Act.”

14. The new judicial arrangements which appear requisite are effected by the “Native Circuit
Courts Act, 1858.” This Act establishes itinerant Courts of a new description as a substitute, in Native
Districts, for the summary jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace. Justice will be thereby rendered more
easily accessible; and the institution of Native Juries, with functions resembling those of the Leet
Jury, will tend to inspire a confidence in the administration of justice which has never yet existed. A
great point will have been gained, if, in the more serious criminal cases, the Natives, after a preliminary
investigation before the Circuit Court, corresponding to the examination before trial conducted by
Justices of the Peace, can be induced to make presentment of the offences, and to forward the offenders
for trial before the Supreme Court. A Resident Magistrate specially commissioned by the Governor
is to preside over the Court, assisted, as in the present Resident Magistrate’s Court, by Native
Assessors. The support of the Native Chiefs is to be conciliated by considerably increasing the number
of these Assessors, who will receive a small apnual payment. In order to check the excessive severity
into which the first zeal of the Natives is apt to hurry them, a veto upon every determination of the
Court is given to the European Magistrate.

1v.— T'reatment of Mixed Districts,  Bay of Islands Settlement Bill.”

15. The two measures just referred to are intended to be put in operation in parts of the country
which may be described as progressive Maori Districts. Districts over the whole of which the Maori
Territorial right subsists, and in_which there haslatterly existed (as has been fully reported to Her
Majesty’s Government) a marked political activity, accompanied by a disposition to resist the further
extension of European settlement. There are other Native Districts still too little advanced for any
measure of the kind, On the other hand, there are localities in which the population is already so
much intermixed as to require a distinct treatment.

16. The “ Bay of Islands Settlenient Bill” is intended to meet the case of a district of the latter
class, Under the operation of the Acts for the settlement of the old Land Claims of the North, and
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by purchase from the Natives, the Government already is, or shortly will be, in possession of consider~
able detached portions of land on the western, or mainland, side of the Bay. The Bill enables the
Government to take possession of certain adjacent lands in the hands of Europeans, compensating the
owners for the loss of their property. It is contemplated to increase the tract of land thus acquired
by further purchases from the Natives. Upon this territory it is intended to establish a new settlement.
Notwithstanding that the anchorage of Kororareka, or Russell, is the best in the Bay, that town can
never become the outlet of the district. It is cut off from all communication with the mainland. Its
site on a rugged peninsula is inconveniently confined, and, as a military position, it is indefensible.
After a careful inspection of the district, the north western arm of the Bay, into which the Keri-keri
falls, has been decided upon as the best site for the Port Town of the intended Settlement. The
inhabitants of the Bay District, European and Native, are almost without exception, desirous of seeing
the Government provided with the necessary powers for undertaking the systematic colonization of
this part of the country ; to which, although it contains the oldest of the British settlements, a regular
stream of emigration has never yet been directed. It is part of the scheme, to dispose of a considerable
proportion of the sections in the new settlement to Natives, eithcr gratuitously, or in exchange for
their inland possessions, The proceeds of the remainder will be devoted to Immigration and Public
Works.

17. The Ngapuhi, who inhabit this part of New Zealand, are perhaps the finest of its Tribes.
They bave been longer and more closely in contact with Europeans than any other, and are at the
present time, more loyally disposed, and more anxious to promote European settlement. It is hoped
that the present scheme may induce them to ascend another step in the social scale, by acquiring
separate holdings iu an European eommunity, the local affairs of which will be administered by old and
experienced settlers, individually known to the Natives for a long series of years, aud possessing a
thorough knowledge of their character.

v.— Individualization of Native Title, ©“ Native Territoriul Rights Bill.”

18. The “«Native Territorial Rights Bill” affects the most difficult and delicate question with
which the British Government in New Zealand has to deal ; and the Legislature in touching on it
has shewn a corresponding caution.

19. The subject has two aspects ; the one relating to the civilization of the Natives, the other to
the promotion of the settlement of the country by Europeans, Ministers hold that these two objects,
truly viewed, are ultimately inseparable. The purpose of the measure is however, to place in the hands
of the Government a new and powerful instrument for the civilization of the Natives, and by no
means to increase the immediate facilities for the acquisition of land by Luropeans.

20. It is notorious that the most frequent and bloody Maori feuds arise, and have always arisen, from
disputed title to land. The four existing quarrels which have been referred to have all this origin, and
others that could be mentioned are at this moment smouldering. It is equally indisputable that
the communistic habits of the Aborigines are the chief bar to their advancement. Separate landed
holdings are indispensable to the further progress of this people. Chastity, decency, and thrift caunot
exist amidst the waste, filth, and moral contamination of the Pas.

21. In order to strike at the root of these evils, the Bill provides,—first, for the ascertainment
and registry of Tribal Title —Secondly, for the issue of Crown Grants to individual Natives of Lands
ceded for the purpose by their respective Tribes.

22. The propriety of making at east an attempt to provide means for the extrication of Native
Title from its present entanglement, for reducing it to fixed rules, and for subjecting it to the jurisdic-
tion of regular Tribunals, can hardly admit of a doubt. Even if it appeared that such an attempt
might involve a certain amount of risk, that surely, ought not to deter a great Christain Power from
some effort to avert the shame and the sin of remaining, what Her Majesty’s Representative in these
Islands is at this moment, the passive witness of murderous affrays between Her Majesty’s subjects,
almost under the guns of Her garrisons. _

23. But no such risk is really incurred. The interference of the Executive Government to
adjust land disputes remains under the Bill purely optional. The Bill throughout all its provisions is
permissive, and the plan must by no means be confounded with the Compulsory Registration of Native
Title provided for by the Royal instructions of 1846. Ministers are aware that good can only be ef-
fected by proceeding with the greatest caution. They desire nevertheless to make a timely step in
advance, as being not only the justest, but the safest, course—as the surest means of aveiding future
complications. This is a case in which it would be found that  a froward retention of Custom is as
¢ turbulent a thing as an innovation.”

24. The Grants to individual Natives will effect a gratuitous transmutation of the Native Title of
occupancy into an English fee-simple. It is a difficult question whether lands so granted should, or
should not, be alienable to Europeans. Perhaps no general rule can be laid down. In some cases it
might be desirable to secure the heirs of a spendthrift Chief against the effects of his extravagance. In
other cases no sufficient reason might exist for withholding the full powers of ownership. It has,
therefore, been left discretionary with the Government to impose restrictions on alienation. Qccasion-
ally it is probable that the power of restraining aliepation might be usefully employed to prohibit
acquisitions of land by Europeans in remote districts. At all events, it will be seen that under the
provisions of the Bill, the Government retains, undiminished, its present power of checking dispersed
settlement of the country by Europeans.

E—No. 1.

Remarksby the Goversiorma
Vide my despatch, No.
103 of 15th Oct., which
covers this Bill,
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Remarkeby the Govorner~ 25. Although the measure was not framed with any direct view to colonizing objects, it canuot be
g:;e:f',':‘“by N8Y® Joubted that the proposed Registration of Native Title, (too long neglected), would facilitate the
The It purchase of operations of the Land Purchase Deé)artment, and the acquisition, by cession from the Tribes, of fresh
of a million of seres teTTitory. At present there are no fixed rules whatever as to what shall be recognised as valid elaims
averaged 1a 64d per acre to share in the money paid for the surrender of the Native right. Absurd and vexations disputes con-
The effsct of this would Stantly iztlgen(il the negotiations of the Department, and are only settled by a large expenditure of
be to induce Europeans to Colonial Furds.
:::‘;‘mf;":;":”vl’;‘:: u?: b 26.h Un?er th% selc\:xonsl diir)ision of tl;; Bill,ua sm;!lll extent .of lanl:i n}xghts come into Europem} handcf
hands of the Maories urchase tfrom the INative Donees, on all such transactions the . Section imposes a Tax o
Jarge tracts—the aliena- T};r? shillings per acre, payable by the pufchaser. The fund thence accruing, it is pfovided, shall he
l';":;:;;:ﬁ'ﬁﬂ:::y“‘i’: e;pended li)n public wor(];s ang]imgrovemﬁnts 01}11 the ]imlnd,1 (;ni) in its neigbbourhm;:l. fMinistex-s co(;lsidfer
retain a right of So- that it is by'no means desirable that such purchases should become at present the favourite mode for
vereiguty, ) the acquisit,}i,on of land by European Settlers; and the amount of the proposed tax is designedly placed
— sufficiently high to prevent many such transactions taking place. Ten shillings per acre is the ordinary
price of Waste Lands in all the Provinces of the North Island, and the amount of the Tax will con-
sequently operate, diﬁ'erentiallfy. in favour of the ordinary mode of purchase.
Remarkaby the Governor— 27. So long as the loan for the extinction of Native Title holds out, and it is possible to obtain
m};‘;epf:v“;:;‘: o ‘::: the cession of Tribal rights over considerable tracts of country, through the operations of the Laud
purchase of Native lands, Purchase Department, it appears preferable that the European settler should purchase of Govern-
:‘;ﬂ: ‘;’:;‘is;‘:"“:}’e "0 ment, rather than of Natives holding Crown Grants. At the present rate of expendit}xre tth Loan will
though very sdvantage- BOt, however, last for more than five or six years, and an immense area will be left still subject to the
ous. So :l:ng s lﬂ:vd:r :;2 Nati:le Tit%le. {)n thereff(‘)re l;ehoves those who direcli1 the ]aﬁ'airs of the cou}tlltry to (]100k folr)ward al?ld
8 consider of a substitute for the present system, which at the expiration of that period may be capable
::d .',Z‘,e‘i*;'.;.o,ﬁ",,, Tors of being worked on an extensivI:e scale, a):ld may supply the two Pessentiala,-—Land and a Land-fund.
mi"c u::’!t.)i‘o;z::ilnng:ngz The best plan which has suggested itself to the present Advisers of the Crown is, that the
for their acquisition, Pro- N ative Title, being first carefully ascertained by proper officers, should be gradually commuted into
vision is also made for a English fee-simple. That the land should remain unburthened whilst in Native hands, but that 2 Tax
sinking fund for this ghoyld be paid by the European purchaser, and that its proceeds should be devoted to the improvement
purpose by the Lan e . . e
Revenue  Appropeiation OF the country. The present measure, in its secondary aspect of a Colonizing measure, may be re-
Actof this Session.—Vide garded as a cautious experiment of such a plan on a very small scale. If found to work well, the

Mr. Stafford’s Memoran- .0 2 L : . 9
dum, par. 67, enclosed i prineiple might, in future years, be extensively acted upon.

my Despatch No, 99, of .
lich Oct., 1838, v1.— Objections to “ Nutive Territorial Rights Bill” discussed.

—

28. It now becomes necessary to advert specifically to certain objections which have been raised
to the Bill under consideration. The first is that the power of issuing Grants to Natives is vested in
the Governor in Council, instead of in the Governor solely,—thereby necessitating the concurrence of
the Responsible Ministry of the day. This is alleged to be a departure from the terms of His
Excellency’s Memorandum of the 15th April, 1856, establishing Responsible Government.

29. By the Memorandum of 13th April, 1856, the Governor reserves to himself the right of
acting upon his own responsibility, in opposition to the advice of Ministers, upon Imperial questions;
including questions affecting the relations of Government with the Native Tribes. Obviously the
Memorandum could only affect the existing powers and prerogatives of the Crown. It was not
competent to the Governor to stipulate as to the conditions under which new and extraordinaiy powers
should be conferred by the General Assembly upon the Executive;—nor did his Excellency attempt to
do so. :

Remarks by the Governor— 30. Looking at the question as one of abstract constitutional principle, no Ministry could propose
A new power s offeted, o entrust a power vitally affecting the relations of the Settlers and Natives, and the pecuniary resources
e e power of eras of the Colony, to the discretion of a single individual, however elevated his position, who must
js implied, For the res- commonly possess ooly a limited experience and a transitory interest in the affairs of the country.
:‘:‘“: hsei";:rir'_l‘t:iyn‘:eg’i‘;l“‘; Even il.l a Crown' Colony, acts of so h.ig.-h a nature are often required to be done with the advice of the
declined the offer. The Lxecutive Council. It appears surprising that the General Assembly could by any person be expected
question ishowever really to malke over, without any guarantee for its exercise in accordance with public opinion, a power greater
;;’::;:‘ph“:’sz o i Mo, than was ever entrusted by the Imperial Government to the Governors of this Colony,—but, a power,
morandum, and discussed Which, it is not forgotten, was by one of those officers illegally assumed, and employed in a manner of
m my despatch, which the evil effects have not, after a lapse of fourteen years, entirely passed away, Ministers feel
Remarks by the Governor— 855ured that the Colonial Legislature could never be brought to sarction the concession of such an
It lands over which the unlimited discretion; more especially considering the effect of its possible abuse upon the future produce
native t_'“:‘e :B’ “"h‘ been of the Territorial Revenue, and the heavy liabilities of the Colony to the Home Government and the
Srtyiat the Crown, w13 Public Creditor. The power is virtually a power over the Public Purse, which, to a limited extent
s0: but if pot, the asser- and under due guarantees, the General Assembly has shown itself willing to concede to the Executive
{'l‘e""l'm':h““vf‘;“’c“:’t;f:“’ for the good of the Natives; but which it is in vain to expect it will ever absolutely alienate. N
pannies this meworandum. 31. The second objection taken to the Bill, which it seems requisite to notice, is, that the imposition
— of a payment upon alienation to Europeans is an unjust exaction from the Native Donee. To this it
f:e’"“:;’ ”:e:':“f::"::l’c'; is answered, that no Native is obliged to take a Grant, or, having obtained one, to sell to an Kuropeau.
accompanies this Bill. By accepting the Grant, the Native’s position is vastly improved, even though the power of alienation
— should be altogether withheld. But there is another sufficiently obvious fallacy in the objection. It is
ﬁ,:"l“l:‘;":::‘:ﬁ"s";m:g' assumed that the acreage tax reduces, pro tanto, the purchase money. It is overlocked that the tax
ged to pay this tax give is applicable to the improvement of the land sold, and thereby increases its value—in most cases to a
as much to the native greater amount. The sum payable into the Treasury is no part of the price of the land, It is the

vendor as if he were ex- . f the i
empted from it, price of the improvements.
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32. But what really lies at the root of this objection is a doctrine so mischievous and unfounded Vide my despatch on this
that it requires special notice. It is asserted that the native is really entitled to an absolute grant in :f!'::::?;“;‘ot:: % e
fee simple of whatever territory his tribe may think fit to make over to him in severalty, however appendix.
extensive, and that to refuse such a grant—at least to impose any condition which does not operate for
the sole and exclusive benefit of the natives——is unfair. To make the Crown’s right of pre-emption
productive of a land fund—either in the way in which it is now made productive, viz., by means of sales Remarks by theC
of land ceded to the Crown at a low rate and disposed of at an increased price, or by the proposed tax c::::irn,;l_’y:ne,::’:'"',” or
on alienation—is regarded as essentially unjust to the natives, who, it 13 thought, ought fairly to the great pecuniary ad-
receive the whole purchase money. In accordance with this view, the difference between the price j2nuages the Colomal
paid to the natives, and the selling price of land, has been sometimes represented to be a contribution by take paternal care of the
the natives to the Revenue of the Colony, entitling them (if justice were done) to the expenditure for welfare and for the clvili-
purely native purposes of a largely increased proportion of the Colonial funds. 'And as to the present ™" °f the native race.
system of purchases, it is regarded as nothing less than systematic fraud practised by a civilized
power upon its ignorant subjects.

33. This doctrine, it will be seen, reduces the Crown from the possession of a substantial power
over the whole territory of New Zealand—which power it is bound to employ for the benefit of all its
subjects—to the condition of a bare trustee for the Maories. But the Crown’s right of pre-emption p,..,xs sy the Governor—
(which no officer of the Crown, at least, will venture to question) was reserved avowedly for colomzing ride Lord Normanby's
objects—i.e., to erable the Government to promote and systematise the settlement of the country, despatch to Governor
The exercise of the power for these objects, even if inconsistent with the pecuniary interest of the ;{, O Pl Pape 1940,
natives, could not be reasonably objected to on their behalf. The natives have always fully understood
and acknowledged the right of the Crown to impose such terms as it pleases upon 1ts own European
subjects who seek to settle the country. But it has been already demonstrated that it is altogether
a mistake to suppose that any pecuniary interest of the natives is interfered with, by the employment of
the Crown’s right for the purpose of raising a revenue in the way proposed. The enhanced price
received by Government 1s really the price, not of the land, but of the improvements which the
Government undertake to execute out of what are improperly called its profits. This is strictly true
of the country as a whole, though it may not be so of every hundred acres of land sold. The enhanced
value of the land is due to the Immigration and Public works which the Colonial Land-fund has been
the means of carrying on.

34. The notions above combated arise from a narrow view of Native interests which those who Remarkady the Governor—
devote an exclusive attention to Maori questions appear, unfortunately, somewhat apt to contract. The 1>**7®* x‘;‘:t’l's ey
affairs of New Zealand can only be successfully administered on the basis of a hearty belief in the real persons gre among thos:
identity of the interests of the two races. In a large view it is quite as important to the native as to who enjoy the greatest
the European that the resources of the Colony should not be crippled by the destruction of its Land- poPey, 200 1t will not
fund. And, if the possibility of diverting the territorial revenue of the northern island into the pockets opinions are entirely dis-
of the natives were a reality, instead of a glaring economical fallacy, it is certain that such an accession interested.
of wealth to men only partially emerged from complete barbarism would speedily prove their ruin.

35. The real effect of acting upon such doctrines would be to hand over large tracts of country Remarksby the Governor~
to a class of land-jobbers, destitute of the means of rendering their purchases available. The traffic in !3m™ “:' ;w:" of any
land would fall into the hands of a set of middlemen, whose transactions and connections with the ﬂf,’,’,'l'é’,ﬂ:nf’ i ehe
Natives,—not always of a lawful or reputable character—gave them special influence. Intending Maories and their affaire
immigrants learning that land was no longer attainable except through private hands, and that the ;‘\fcﬁllo:i;lﬂe;fefe"d o
country lay unimproved, would be deterred, and the hope of a regular colonization would be not merely —
deferred, but destroyed. In short, it will appear that the proposition of the objectors to the Biil to Remarksby the Governor—
confer on the Governor an unlimited power of granting lands to Natives, which shall be alienable to ,ak'f,;";y'ih:,’:: o object
Europeans without any payment into the Colonial Treasury, is simply asking the Colonial Legislature to particular provisions
to authorise, and invite, a renewal of Governor Fitzroy’s proceedings on the issue of the well-known i® ':"“ Bill; nor is it their
¢ Penny-an-acre” proclamation of 1844, and thereby to endanger at once the peace and public eredit :;:di,::'renew such a pro-
of the colony, and the prosperity of all Her Majesty’s subjects within its limits.

86. Toavoid a tedious detail of minor objections to the Bill, Ministers transmit herewith copies of
Memoranda by two of the permanent officers of the Native Department who disapprove of the measure, .,
and suggest one of the character which has already been indicated. The few comments which
Ministers feel it necessary to make on those Memoranda appear in the margin of the copies. Ministers
would regret that Her Majesty should be advised to withhold assent to this Bill, chiefly because that
course would deprive the Executive of the colony of a useful engine for the civilization of the Natives ;
but they conceive that the absence, for a time, of any legislation on the subject, though prejudicial,
would be infinitely preferable to the highly dangerous and unconstitutional measure which 1t has been
proposed to substitute for the Ministeral Bill.

vil—Relations of Responsible Ministry with Governor on Native affuirs.

37. Before passing to the consideration of the remaining Bill, ministers desire to make a few
general remarks in exposition of their opinions on the important subject of their own relations with the
Governor respecting the conduct of Native affairs. These opinions, it will then be seen, have
consistently influenced the framing of the measures of the late session. This is more especially
necessary because some of the objections to the “ Native Territorial Rights Bill” appear to shew the
existence of misapprehension on this subject.

38. It results from what Las been already asserted respecting the true ends of British policy,
and the true principles of admiunistration, that the present advisers of the Crown are absolutely opposed
to any attempt to conduct the public business which may be conceived to fall within the vague
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designation of Native affairs, by means of a department, separate from the ordinary departments of
Government, wholly independent of Responsible Ministers, and looking directly to the Governor as its
head. They have clearly expressed this opinion in a former memorandum—that of 22nd August, 1856 ;
and understand that His Excellency, the present Governor, does not dissent from it.

39. Under the present system of Government in New Zealand, it is vain to expect that cases in
which Europeans and Natives are in dispute can be satisfactorily dealt with by irresponsible officials ;
yet such cases constitute the most difficult and menacing class of questions requiring the interference

Remarksby the Governor— of Grovernment. To ensure the success of comprehensive measures of Native policy, it is already most
 There is no desive or gogirahle, and in future years will become essential, to enlist the support of the settlers. It would
iutention to exclude from . R . . - .
proper influence the gen consequently be the height of impolicy to attempt to exclude from influence upan Native questions, the
tlemen to whom the Jeading public men of the colony, who are, many of them, well acquainted with the character and wants
:;:;:’:’;Ze' :::';:;’m': of the Maories, and without distinction of party, anxious to promote their welfare. Such a course
ment here used is one would naturally tend to raise up influential opponents to the system pursued, who would have frequent
“3‘“‘edt © ne f::“; opportunities of frustrating the efforts of (zovernment. The intentions of the Executive would be
;:m;m b; which tter SUspected, misunderstood, and misrepresented.  All political parties using the now powerful
Majesty'sGovernment aud instruments of public opinion, would combine to assail the Government policy, and to decry its agents.
e e, " Of these agents, the very persons would become odious to the settlers. The fatal jealousy of race would
' be aroused, and it is fearlessly asserted that no such administration could long endure the pressure to
which it would be subjected, or could possibly succeed in a charge so difficult as that imposed upon the
Government of this colony. In addition to all this, it is impossible that the relations between the
Executive and a free Legislature could ever be satisfactory under such arrangements. 'The legislation
which will be from time to time required upon Native subjects can only be conducted by Members of
the Assembly representing the Government, and they only can obtain the necessary supplies for Native
services. Had it been desired to attempt in New Zealand such a system of exclusion, it would have
been necessary to frame the Colonial Constitution in a very different way.

40. In contradistinction to such a plan, Ministers desire to see the department of Native affairs
conducted by one of the Ministry as its acknowledged head, but subject to the supervision and control
of the Governor as fully as before the establishment of Responsible Government, with a recognized
right on the part of His Excellency to interfere, if need should arise, even in the details of administration,
aud of being authentically informed of the opinions, on every case as it arises, of the permanent officers
of the department, who would of course be irremovable except by His Excellency’s consent, and with
whom he would always be entitled to communicate personally. Thus much Ministers cousideris due
to Imperial interests, so long as a Military force is maintained in the colony at the cost of the Mother
country. They believe, however, that Imperial interests and the good of the Natives would very
rarely, under such a systemn, appear to require the active interference of the Governor in opposition to
the Ministry.

41. The personal relations of the Governor with the Native Chiefs should by all means be
preserved, and a certain sum should be at His Excellency’s free disposal for acts of hospitalicy and
liberality. The Governor’s name should also be used in all official communications with Natives.

v 42. Ministers understand that the system last described, is that actually in operation under His
' Excellency’s Memorandum of 28th August, 1856, replying to the last cited Memorandum, although,
in consequence, mainly, of the want hithertoof a Native Minister, it has scarcely yet been brought

effectively into play.

43. The foregoing observations refer necessarily to the ordinary executive powers of Government.
Large measures of policy could generally be carried into effect only by the aid of the Legislature,
which would impose its own conditions. Ministers are of opinion that those conditions should be such
as to render the Governor and the Ministry jointly responsible for important acts not belonging to the
ordinary routine of administration ; such for example, as the definition of the districts within which

by the Governor—. e  Native Districts Regulation Act,” or the ““Native Circuit Courts Act” shall be brought into
m?::: e na. Waste operation, or the exercise of the Legislative powers conceded to the executive by the former Act.
Lands in New Zealand More especially, should such joint responsibility be imposed in cases where the Revenue is affected, as
:::p‘.;:::fe dw';:f):‘h’:}v‘: by the gratuitous alienation of the Waste Lands of the Colony, under such measures as the “ New
Vatives and trensferred Zealand Native Reserves Act, 1856,” or the ¢ Native Territorial Rights Bill” of the late Session. On
othe‘:&c;:hfif:z";x;; the other hand, the ﬁna! determination‘respecting th.e appointment qnd dismissal.of ofﬁ(':ers of the
dvisers of the Governor department, and respecting the expenditure of supplies duly appropriated for Native services, should
rave full power, rest with the Governor solely.

44. The usual objections to the system just indicated are—(1) That Native Policy would become

v a party question; (2) That it would be rendered unstable ; and (8) That the settlers alone are
temarks by the Governor— Tepresented in the General Assembly, and cannot be trusted with the interests of the Natives. As to
These opinions are not the first objebtion, Ministers do pot believe it at all probable that the Native question would ever
hared in by ell. (Vi Lecome the battle-horse of faction in the General Assembly,—at least in any manner adverse to
’:,:?:,:’if,rmx:;nduspz;_ Native interests. Possibly, indeed, two parties might occasionally be found competing to secure the
inctal Council 13th Oct., good will of the Natives, and to conciliate the influences generally arrayed in their support. Some
) evil might arise from this; but, as already pointed out, the alternative course proposed by the
objectors is one which would marshal in opposition to Government all political parties amongst the

settlers, thereby iucurring a far greater danger.

45. Again, stability in Native administration is no doubt a prime requisite ; but is it gained by
placing the power in a single hand, and attempting to exclude the influence of Colonial opinion ?
‘T'he objection overlooks the effect of a change of Governors, which already has been followed in the
Coluny by a sudden and violent alteration of policy. A change in the permanent head of the Native
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Department might produce a similar result. Changes in the personnel of the Native Department have Romarks by the Governor—~
been much more rapid than Ministerial changes have hitherto proved in New Zealand. The utter ;. oot Governor
impotence of a small knot of permanent officers, not perhaps always distinguished by superior does not generally entail
intelligence, to resist the current of adverse public opinion n a highly cultivated British community is fn:x"?:n:ﬁ °£d““::;‘::‘z
also overlooked. On the other hand, the steadiness with which Representative Institutions in English poginitity remain un-
hands have ever been found to work is underrated. It is not sufficiently considered that the altered. ~ Minisierial
responsibilities of office, and the momentum of an established system, would exercise their usual f:::ff:, ;’:j"t’,’] :g:‘:ffi::
maderating influences—influences which would be felt, not only by those actually advising the of Ministers is not (unless
Governor on Native affairs, but in no small degree by their antagonists. under peculiar circum-
46. Lastly, the narrow jealousy of Colonial interference betrayed by the third of the stances)actually very long.
above-mentioned objections, appears to Ministers a grave moral mistake ; which, if it were ever allowed b the Governor—
to exercise a sensible influence in the conduct of affairs, might be expected to generate the very evils vt :n; D‘:spat:h No.
it falsely supposes to exist. There is at present no contrariety of interest between the Colonists and 102 paragraph.
the Natives, nor any disposition on the part of the former to injure the latter. But a jealous
administration would tend strongly to evoke and foster into activity every bad passion which could
disturb the relations of the races ; whereas a generous confidence in the good intentions of the settlers
towards the Native tribes—a confidence thoroughly merited by the Colonists of New Zealand—
would increase the good feelings which now exist, and strengthen every bond of unton. Thus only
can the idea of fusion be ever realized, and the New Zealanders be preserved from the general fate of
Aboriginal races.
47. On the whole it seems clear that under the liberal system, disputes between the races would
be less envenomed and more easily healed : that Government would not want either tongues or pens
to explain or to defend—to deprecate the excitation of evil passions or to invoke the better feelings,
which, (after all) are not often sincerely appealed to in vain : lastly, that Native affairs would be more
steadily as well as more vigorously administered, with a better prospect of ultimate success in the true
policy of fusion. Remarks by the Governor~
48. Ministers have great pleasure in referring in corroboration of these views, to an able letter, " 1f this letter is from
communicated to the Southern Cross (Auckland) Newspaper, of 27th July, 1858, a copy of which the gentiemen indicated it
accompanies this Memorandum.* The letter is well known to have been written by one of the most Jme "%y oomers fror
zealous, learned, and able of the Missionaries of the Church Missionary Society. Nothing has given nimself, both anonymeus
Ministers greater satisfaction than the belief that their opinions are in harmony with those of a and with his name.
considerable number of the Missionary body, and will receive their hearty support, and that many Who yi o seasere when
were formerly disposed to consider that it would have beene preferable to attempt the experiment will carry greater weight

of a separate Government for the Natives, are rapidly coming round to the contrary opinion. than can ever belong to
an anonymous conttibu-

tion. Mr. Kissling is also

vi—Educational Institutions for Natives, “ Native Schools Act, 1858.” a Missionary and the

Bishop’s Commissary ; his

. .« . . . information is second to

49. The last measure on which Ministers have to comment is the “ Native Schools Aet, 1858.” none, and his opinions are

By this Act a yearly sum of £7,000 is granted out of the Colonial Revenue, for the term of 7 years, universally viewed with
from 30th June, 1858, in aid of schools for the Education of Natives and Half-castes. thf::fe;:i;i;&e;t;o Go-

50. The Secretary of State will be aware that an annual sum of £5,900 was, at the instance of vemor 23cd July, 1858.
Governor Sir George Grey, allocated for the same object out of the sum of £7,000, reserved by the
Constitution Act for Native purposes. In 1854 and 1855 there had been a vote in further aid of the Remarkedy the Governor—
schools of £1,300. Owing to the unsatisfactory state of the administration of the fund in the Southern The advice (o ot
Division of the Colony, it was doubtful, in 1856, whether the House of Representatives would consent f,::::u,:_;m :T,’.}:o;:?
to renew this vote, which the House was under no kind of obligation to do. Ministers considering it 59 of this Memorandum,
undesirable to retrench the Educational I'und on account of a temporary abuse, which they proposed ;’:‘:(fsl";;:es:;?el; :;f
as speedily as possible to correct, advised that the full sum of £7,000 should be temporarily provided vided for in the Civil
out of the Civil List, until more satisfactory arrangements could be made. List,”’

51. The system established by Governor Grey, and which has ever since been acted upon, of | eference to the Civit
distributing the school grant in ﬁ};ed proportions amongst the three religious bodies who maintain List Mr. Richmand in his
Native Schools, and of again subdividing the grant to each body in fixed proportions between the Sreech on 1thiuly, says,

\ .. . 4 ** Over the first (viz, the
Northern and Southern Districts, has been found to operate very unequally. The amount of aid civit List) the House had
received by different schools in the North has varied from £40 per head and upwards, on the average oo coutrol.”
number of pupils, to £6 per head aund less. As between the Northern and the Southern Divisions, the
case was even worse. Several establishments in the South, which were absorbing, year after year,
large sums for buildings and farm improvements, were actually without scholars. Meantime large and
flourihing schools in the North, with unpaid teachers, were pinched for want of the funds requisite to
provide their scholars with the bare necessaries of life. Such a state of things was satisfactory to no
one ; and was especially grievous to the laborious managers of the larger Native Schools,

52. To correct this evil, the new Bill introduces the general princip’e of proportioning the amount
of Government aid to the number of pupils educated and maintained at the several schools, according
to a fixed rate per head. The principle is subjected to certain limitations, adapted to check an
unseemly competition between different religious bodies, or between different schools under the
management of the same body. The change effected by the Bill is welcomed, Ministers believe, by
every friend to the cause of Native Fducation—even by those who uuder its operation may suffer a
temporary diminution of the funds at their disposal.

53. Sir George Grey’s Memoranda of May, 1853, accompanying the Despatches last above
adverted to, and laying down the principles on which the grant was to be distributed, provide for the
presentation to the Governor of annual Reports on the state of the schools. In lieu of these Reports,

* Vide Appendix, page 33.
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which have not in all cases been regularly presented, the eleventh Section of the Bill requires a
yearly inspection of the schools by persons appointed by the Governor. It appears, however, desirable
that this inspection should be so managed as to become, as much as possible, a part of the regular
internal machinery of the Educational system of each denomination, rather than an external
interference on the. part of the State. Ministers have always contemplated, (as appears by their
Memorandum of 26th March, 1858) that the Educational Boards of the several bodies should at least
exercise an influence in the nomination of Inspectors. Especially would Ministers deprecate the
appointment of a paid Government Officer as Inspector of all the schools. They are convinced that
no such appointment could be universally satisfactory.

1x.—New Financial Arrangements for the Native Services, and their bearing on Policy.

54. The general Financial effect of the ‘ Native Schools Act, 1858,” is, for seven years, to double
the permanent provision for purely Native objects,—and to dispense with the necessity of proposing
annual votes. Adequate provision is made for Native Education, whilst at the same time the sum of
£7,000, reserved by the Constitution Aect, is liberated, and becomes available for its other destined
uses.

55. The new purposes to which it is proposed to devote this latter sum, are as follows :—

. £ s d
Medical Treatment of Natives in Hospitals, and as out-patients ... 2,000 0 0
Circuit and Resident Magistrate’s Courts.

£ s d
Magistrates ... .. 1,200 0 0
Assessors e ... 1,000 0 0
Court Houses .. 200 O O
Travelling Expenses .. 800 0 0
Contingencies of Courts ... e 200 0 O
—_ 2900 0 O©
Maori Newspapers and other Publications 400 0 0
Pensions to Natives 200 0 ©
Pensions and gratuities under Waka Nene's dnnuity Ordinance.
T. Walker Nene .. 100 0 O
Gratuities to Chiefs .. 100 0 O
—_——— 200 0 0
Presents and Entertainment of Natives 500 0 0
Southern Island, Native purposes 500 0 0
For Services mot above specified 300 0 o0
£7,0600 0 0

56. In addition to the £14,000 of permanent provision thus made up, a sum of £400 per annum
for the salary of the chief permanent officer of the Native Department, is proposed to be charged
against the annual sum of £4,800, reserved on the new Civil List for the establishment of the General
Government. A further sum of £600 for the establishment of the Native Department, is provided for
on the Annual Estimates, The total annual charge for Native purposes (exclusive of the salary of
the Native Minister, whose labours may, however, it i1s hoped, not be wholly fruitless of goed to the
Aborigines,) is now £15,000.

57. This is not merely a more secure, but also a larger provision for special Native purposes
than has before existed. In 1836 the total legal provision was £14,872. In addition to this, the
House, in an address to Iis Excellency, presented during the Session of 1856, stated as follows :—
“«Tf, therefore, circumstances should arise involving the maintenance of peaceful relations between the
“races, and your Excellency should in consequence feel it imperatively necessary before the next
¢ Session of the Assembly to expend upon Native purposes a sum not exceeding £1,000, in addition
“to the amount already granted,—this House respectfully begs to assure your Excellency that it will
“make good the same iu the supplies of the year 1857-58.” The contingency contemplated by this
Address did not however occur.

¥ 58. The above mentioned sum of £14,872 includes £1,400 for the salaries, and £882 for the
establishments of eight Resident Magistrates. Only two of these Magistracies are now charged to
Native Account, The estimate for the remaining six in 1856 was £1,700, 10s. The comparison
between the two years, in point of amount, stands therefore as follows :—

£ s d
Provision for Native purposes in 1858... 15,000 0 0
£ s d
Do. do. do. in 1856... .. 14,872 0 0
Deduct Services not charged to Native Account in
1838 as above . 1,700 10 ©
——13,171 10 0

Increase of provision in 1858, exclusive of the Native Minister’s salary £1,828 10 0

) * Remarks by the Governor.—Par. 58.
The Colonial Treasurer, in his speech in the House of Representatives, 10th June, says: ¢ Before I quit the subject
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~.59. The House of Representatives, in granting so permanent a supply for native purposes, has
done so0, upon the express agreement that the several sums into which the £7000 per annum reserved
by the Constitution Act is proposed to be divided, shall be applied only for the purposes expressed in the
above detailed appropriation: provided that, with the consent of Ministers, the appropriation may from
time to time be varied. Ministers will thus have an effectual voice as to the application of savings on
the several services. Without such a concession, the seven years’ grant for the schools could never
have been obtained, it being obvious that the grant was virtually not to the schools, which were safely
provided for on the Civil List, but for general native purposes. The increase on former years can only
be ascribed to increased counfidence in the due administration of the supplies under the present
system of Government. If, in former years, the votes were less ample, it was because the House was
little satisfied with the mode in which they were spent.

60. Throughout the whole of the financial arrangements which have been detailed, it has been
the steady purpose of ministers to place the administration of native affairs on a sound and permanent
basis—secure, as far as may be, against capricious or sudden changes at the hands of either Governor or
Ministry. And, whilst leaving his Excellency’s powers of Administration unfettered, they have desired
to establish a Conservative influence over Policy. Had it formed a part of their plans to encroach upon
the Governor’s due influence in Native affairs, a very different course was open to them. But they are
satisfied with such an arrangement as they now understand to exist, and have laboured faithfully to
restore to Native policy that stability which was compromised by the entire alienation of the funds
specially applicable to Native uses. Ministers entertain a firm reliance that the simple facts of the case,
as above detailed at some unnecessary length, will satisfy the Secretary of State at once of the liberality
and the moderation of the House of Representatives.

X.—Probable Amount of Maori Contributions to Revenue considered.

61. In connection with the subject of the last preceding division of this Memorandum, it appears
desirable to examine the question of the amount contributed by the Maories to the Colonial Revenue,
or, which for this purpose may be considered as the same thing, to the Customs Revenue.

62. In order to arrive at this amount, a processs of the following nature has been sometimes
adopted. The native population of the southern island is very small—its numbers probably not
exceeding 2000 souls—and is also very poor. Its inconsiderable coutribution to the revenue of the
southern island must be more than equalled by the amount of duty received in the port of Wellington
(in the northern island) on duty paid goods, shipped coastwise for consumption in the southern island;
so that the whole amount of the duties collected 1n the southern ports mag, for the purpose of the
following calculation, be considered as paid by the European population. On this assumption (which
is, no doubt, substantially correct), and on the further assumption that the amount of duty paid by the
respective European populations of the two islands is in the same proportion as the numbers of the two
populations, it is of course possible to compute the European contribution to the Customs of the
northern island; and the balance is taken to be the contribution of the Maories in the same island.

63. A very slight consideration, however, is needed to shew, that up to quite a recent period such
a calculation would be most fallacious, because it overlooks the very different state of the two divisions
of the Colony. The northern island contains the seat of government, the two largest towns, the centres
of densest population, and all the military garrisons. Its settlements are the oldest and the most
advanced, and living is on a more expensive scale. A proportionately larger population afloat in the
ports (and, of course, not tncluded in the Census returns) swells the amount of its consumption.

64. A comparison of the consumption of ardent spirits in the two islands, relatively to the numbers
of the Furopean population of each, confirms the anticipation raised by the foregoing general
considerations. This article furnishes the best test of the difference between the rate of contribution of
the two European populations: because the sale of ardent spirits to Maories is prohibited, and, although
they are illicitly supplied with such liquors to a considerable extent in the port towns, the Maori
population, as a whole, does not consume them. After allowing an ample margin for the existence of
such an illicit consumption, it seems, from the best available data, impossible to state the average
consumption of spirits by the European population of the north during the four years 1853 to 1856 as

of native expenditure, I will compare the expenditure under the old system with that under our scheme.
« On the Government scheme you have—

¢ Civil List ..... reeereresencesverseras sesssans . e £7000 On Estimates— -
6 SChOOLS ceeveeee seseucsersanssrensensssssnsanse reener 7000  Native Secretary’s Department ....c.eeevenes vees 150
 Native Department— £ Resident Magistrates’ do. cervrerenrereaens . 882
S CIVIL LISt orvnnes vonniiniiiinnsnieisainiien roverren . 1200 “ Hospital, &C. .coveverrornirrecrnrrerroisecerssnoonss 2540
S ESMAtes cievrvrreacareas cviananesnia I PPPIN 600 “ Pensions and Entertainment .....cceeieeceasanees 550
“ Additional .eeceeeeseeieireinnias cerrnranae errenes 500
£15,800
£14,672
«In 1856 the Provision was— “ By Resolution of the Houso....ooveeeernvesserns 1,000
Civil List—
¢ Native Secretary ceeaeess: ereeerancenene Vetsssannanes £ 300
¢ Magistrates ceraeee £15,672
# Schools ........ PPN

« A few of the services included in this Iatter sum are, it is true, now recognised as general colonial services. You
will observe that we consider the native department as part of the ordinary machinery of Government, and accordingly
do not propose to charge the cost on the sum of £7000, which we conceive is properly applicable to exclusively native

purposes.”

E—No. 1.
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less than one gallon per head per annum in excess of the southern consumptions, the duty being then
at the rate of 6s. per gallon. ’

65. During the four years, 1853 to 1856, it is probable that the annual rate of contribution per
head to the Customs revenue in the northern island exceeded that in the southern island by 10s, per
head. With the year 1857, however, a new era commences, and the development of the resources of
the southern island, its wool report, and the Nelson gold field, appear to have raised its consumption
about to a level with that of the other island. These circumstances, and the increase in the Customs
duties made at the latter end of 1856, account for the large yield of the southern revenue of 1857—
nearly, equal, on the net revenue, to £2 per head. Still, a comparison of the yield of the duties on
spirits wine, and beer, in the two islands—which articles are consumed almost exclusively by
Europeans, and produce more than 50 per cent. of the whole revenue—will induce the conviction that
the northern European consumption must still be at least equal, per head, to the southern consumption.

66. The following table, shewing the estimated contribution of the Maori population to the
Customs revenue, is based on the assumption that the average annual rate of contribution of the
European population of the north exceeded that of the southern population by 6s. 8d. per head,
down to and mcluding the year 1856—being at the annual average rate of about 33s. per head on the
net revenue—and that in 1857 the rate of contribution became equal in the two islands,

Remarks by the Governor—

As these calculations are
not assumed to be accu-
rate, I make no remark
on them, 1 do nat, how-
ever, see reason to think
the mode of calculation
here used mote correct
than the estimate in my
Despatch No. 56, of 3lst
May, 1856, which, I may
also observe, approached
far nearer to that made in

. R 1L IIL 1V, V. VL VII.
Estimated Contri- Estimated Contri-
European Net Customs European bution to Net Customs bution toon '
Population Revenne Population Customs Revenua Revenune Customs Revenuo
Year. of of of of of 0!
Southern Southern Northern  {European Population Northern Maori Population
Island. Island. Island. of Island. of
Northern Island. Northern Island,
£ £ ‘ £ £
1853 10,500* 11,873 23,000* 33,673 52,416 18,743
1854 12,310 ' 20,004 25,244 49,354 75,852 26,498
1855 14,864 19,556 27,328 45,063 73,353 28,290
1856 | 17,465 21,851 30,728 48,294 65,501 ‘ 17,297
1857 19,500* 38,600 32,178 63,695 79 689 15,994

* These numbers are assumed.

67. It should be explained that the European population of the northern island in 1854 and 1855
is taken from the Statistics Jately published by the Colonial Government, but with the addition of 2500
souls to each year for the military population, and of a further amount of 2500 souls needed to correct
o manifest error in the Auckland census for those years. There are no returns of population for 1853
and the returns of the population of the southern island for 1857 are not yet compiled, but the,
numbers given must in every case be very near the mark. The amount of Customs revenue is the
net, after deducting cost of collection.

68. The figures in col. vii of the table purport to shew only the contributions of the Maories of
the north island. These figures may, however, be taken as sl'lewing the contributions of all the
Maories, both of the north and south. For the small contributions of the latter would, as alread
stated, seem to be fully compensated for by the shipments coastwise from the northern to the southern
island of duty-paid goods. ‘

69. These figures, whilst they entirely dispel exaggerated notions respecting the magnitude of
the Maori contributions to the revenue, yet clearly evince to what an extent the aborigines have
contracted the wants of civilized men. Their eontributions are quite as large as could be expected when
it is remembered that to the duties on spirits, wine, aud beer, manufactured tobacco, coffee, and some
other articles, yielding about four sevenths of the whole revenue, they contribute little or nothing. Even
supposing that the sum of 10s. be taken, as above suggested, as the amount of the excess of the annual
contribution to revenue of the northern population up to the year 1857, it will still appear that the
natives contributed to the revenue during the years 1853-54-55 a larger sum than did the settlements
of the southern island—a fact which is sufficiently surprising.

70. It will be seen that a considerable advantage must occasionally—in years such as 1854 and

Syduey, at the same time 1855 when agricultural produce was at an extraordinarily high price-—have been derived to the

the tariffs being very

similar except that the

duty on Spirits was higher
in Sydney.

The uudermentioned
return of gaods supplied
by four Merchants in
Auckland to the East
Coast alone, would shew
that they and their cus-

Colonial revenue by the balance of the Muori contributions remaiing after defraying the expense of
services for their special benefit. In consideration of that balance, the Maori population is free to
participate in all tho advontage of civil government; and actually does already share in very many—
more particularly in the use of roads, bridges, jetties, and other public works. On the roads of the
Provinces of Wellington aud New Plymouth 1t is, for example, common to meet with a greater
number of Maori bullock-carts than of vehicles belonging to Europeans. The native produce of
Waikato reaches the Auckland market by the Onchunga road; and it often happens that every second
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craft alongside the pier of the port of Auckland is owned by Maories. If the natives do not, to an even ‘omers sell and cousume

reater extent, participate in the expenditure on public works, it is mainly due to the CIrcumStanCe merenmaime it the var
that they are, in many parts of the 1sland, indisposed to cede territory, and would oppose the execution ments here given are ac-
of public works on lands over which their title has not been extinguished—even in cases in which it “e= £
might appear politic and just to undertake such works. And it would be a great error to A,B, shippediniass, 8311
represent that they derive no benefit from the various institutions for the administration of law and the »  inlds6, 335
preservation of order in the European settlements: since those institutions are essential to the existence C-D-*hipped fo8%5: wgﬂ%
of the civilized community, to which the natives owe—to speak of no other advantages—a market for E.F. shpd. in1855 |
their produce and for their land.  They benefit both directly and indirectly by the establishments of the w1856 ‘} 16,760
the Governor, Supreme Court, Post Office (of which they make no small use), Police, and Gaols. The G,F.shpd. in 1855 ; 5630
magistrates in all the settled districts of the northern island are called upon not unfrequently to decide » inles
civil cases between Europeans and Maories, and sometimes even pure native disputes. Even by the
legislative branch—with which, at present, the natives have the least concern—it would be untrue to
allege that they ate not benefitted.

71, The practical conclusion is that, in those years in which the demand for native produce has

brought the aborigines large profits in the European markets, and in which they have consequently
largely availed themselves of the advantages of a civilized state, their contributions to the revenue have
constituted a fair, but not, it would seem, more than & fair, equivalent; whilst in years of slack demand
those contributions probably do not exceed the sums returned to them by Government in direct and
exclusive benefits.

(Signed) C. W. RicumoND.

Sub-Enclosure 1 to Enclosure 2 in No. 1.

" COPY OF A MEMORANDUM BY THE NATIVE SECRETARY.

25th June, 1858.
Tn reference to some of the provisions of the ** Native Territorial Bill,” I beg to submit the following

observations.
1. The change contemplated by this Bill would confuse the Native mind, disturb existing Minute by Ministers—
3 In general reply to this

Treaties with them, cause new complications in reference to Title, and very much increase the difficulty Memorandum it is susi.

of obtaining land in blocks of sufficient extent, to promote systematic English settlement, cient to state:—
2. Nothing will complicate, or retard, the purchase of Land from the Natives so much as the First: That the greater
part of the arguments

existence of different modes for its acquisition. used by the Native Secres

3. Land is now being acquired in large quantities, the Native Title to the whole of the available tary apply to a Draft
Jand in the Wellington D’rovince, excepting about One Million of Acres, is already extinguished, e,';';;v::o::;'gg‘;“:n"
large blocks contiguous to each other are being acquired, at a moderate cost, in the ~Auckland Pro- isters, to which the Na-
yince, and it does not appear that a change would induce speculation and competition, in acquiring five Secretary was quits
only 1solated spots of the best land, would tend to a penceable settlement of the country. "ns’:;;%ﬁ‘;.i';:ff:‘::ﬁp

4. Tt is true that the Bill proposes certain restrictions and prohibitions, but when a spirit of tive Secretary concludes
speculation in land is once created and sanctioned by Legislation, it would become a most difficult PY recommending a mea-
and invidious task for the Government in many cases to enforce such restrictions. ::lre;:t:sﬁ‘,:;ﬂi lc‘:,epni::

5. The Natives themselves who are much interested, do not desire any change, excepting perhaps in all its provisions from
a few who are deeply involved in debt, and who would make any sacrifice to be relieved from their ;{,‘nhi:tfr"l: introduced by

. . . . . nd reserved for
creditors. It would not, therefore be just to compromise the interests and wishes of the people generally, Her Majesty’s assent, but
“for the sake of those few. It is well ascertained that the New Zealand tribes regard their land as a deatituteof any safeguard
National property, the cession of which when decided on, they prefer making as a National Act to Her :ﬁ“:;?l,:f;;:?t;f;‘":
Majesty, even while they are aware, that the sums to be realized by such cessions are inconsiderable. tive. N
Nor do they generally attach so much importance to the pecuniary eonsideration received for land held Tho points of real dif-
by them in common, as to the future consequences resulting from 1ts alienation. i::::CinT!&?"N:??':dg':

6. The limits and restrictions imposed by this Bill, together with the charge of 10s. per acre on all cretary are discussed in
Jand when transferred to Europeans, would be regarded by the Natives as an unfair interference with ::‘“d‘:‘e‘:i"““‘h“ the tot-
their rights, and an unjust exaction of money, for land to which they had established a valid title, at ws:;. ted 55th Septomber
their own expense. .

7. For these and other reasons which might be adduced, I consider the Bill in its present shape
open to serious objections, inasmuch as the first object proposed by it, that of accurately defining
Native Title, might be attained without attempting to modify such Title in the manner therein con-
templated, and the second object proposed by it, viz., that of facilitating the acquisition of land by
persons settling in the Colony, is one for which existing arrangements fully provide.

The foregoing are the objections I have to offer to the first Bill, of which a draft has been re-
ferred to me. I have now to offer some observations on the second Bill which is before the House of
Representatives.

Much of what I have already stated with regard to the first Bill is also applicable to the second. Minute by Ministers—
The 8th clause provides that the ¢ Native District Registration Act, 1838,” may have jurisdiction over fi?,,:‘ ﬁyotu'x pe::iff;;
Jands to which the Native Title is unextinguished. T do not consider that jurisdiction should be given —tbe clauses raferred to

C. W.R.
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" are contained in the «Na- 45 3 Clourt composed of a promiscuous Native jury to adjudicate on the conflicting questions of Ter-

:\i::'Phgziuth}:ef:,];j?: ritorial Rights that may be referred to it; as it is evident that the New Zealand Chiefs would not abide

tion of the Circuit Court by the decision of Courts, the members of which might in many instances be the slaves of the Chiefs
can only arise under re- oy whose rights they were called upon to pass judgment. The confidence with which the Natives refer

ati dof b . : . A
fhe Governon in Counch, to the Governor for the adjustment of such questions should not be in any way shaken or disturbed.

it is therefore abisolutely The charge of 10s. per acre (v. 11th clause) on alienation to Europeans is open to the objections

Giscretionary et wore I have pointed out in the previous Bill, and the proposal to expend the money within the District in

. & jurisdiction shall ever Which such alienation takes place, is calculated to benefit not so much the Native settler as the European
be created. urchaser,

- The limitation in Clause 12 would be destructive to the operation of an Aect, which if found

If found beneficial, the beneficial in its tendency should not, I submit, be subject to such restrictions, inasmuch as only a

Act might of course be fractional part of the Native population could then avail themselves of it; whereas all Acts having re-

extended. 1t appeats ut- g ence to the Territorial rights of the Natives should be general, impartial, and admit of extended

reasonable to insist that Y
the Colonial Legislature operatlon.
shall altogether abandon Having thus stated my objections to the Bills referred to, I submit herewith some suggestions

::,,c:},n ::l.ﬁv;:n;:?:f;f on which a Bill might be framed to meet the present requirements for issuing Crown Titles to

mitted to be one of great Natives.

difficulty and magnitude. .

Itis nor.y questioned that (S]gned) DONALD MCLEAN-
the limit of area imposed
by the Bil, viz, 50,000
acres per annum, amply
suffices for all present re-
quirements of the Native

Population- & Sub-Enclosure 2 to Enclosure 2 in No. 1.

C, W.R. P

COPY OF A MEMORANDUM BY THE NATIVE SECRETARY.

June 28th, 1858,
Minute bty Ministore— Tt being desirable that provision should be made in certain cases, to effect a partition of land held
This is virtuaily a pro- in common by the Natives as Tribes, with the view of enabling the Government to issue Crown Titles

position 10 enable the tg individual Natives, and that preliminary steps should be taken for this purpose,—
g:’:;:f:’:igft of pre. e‘:‘;’: 1st. It should be ascertained that the parties claiming such land are the real owners thereof, and
tion In favor of Natives that they are desirous of making such partition, the said owners should then prefer a request in
to any extent which he writing to the Governor that a Crown Grant of such land be issued to each or any of the said owners,
:;,av‘;ot?:':mt'aﬂ[:f: o, 8etting forth, also, in writing, in what mauner they are agreed to partition such land; it should thereupon
terial objections urged by be lawful for the Governor if he deems it advisable to appoint Commissioners to investigate such
et e eeretary claim and report therson.
e sute apply ,,i';;,li,:::fy 2nd. It should be the duty of these Commissioners to inquire into, ascertain, and set forth the
increased force to his own gituation, boundaries, and estimated extent of the said land, the names of the persous who are the
proposal. &g, owners thereof, or who may have any claim or interest therein, and the proposed partition of the
""" same, together with any other particulars which may be calculated to assist the Governor in determin-
ing on the propriety of issuing a Crown Title.

3rd. If, upon the consideration of such report, it shall appear to the Governor that it is desirable
that the said land, or any part thereof, should be dealt with in this manner, the Governor may
direct that a survey and accurate description of the boundaries of the land be prepared, at the expense
of the owners, by a surveyor to be appointed or approved of by him.

4th, When it is established to the satisfaction of the Governor that such Natives are entitled to
such piece or parcel of land as joint owners thereof, and that it shall appear desirable that such land
shall be granted to such Native owners respectively in severalty, then it shall be lawful for the
Governor, upon such lands being ceded by such Native owners to Her Majesty for that purpose, to
cause a subdivision thereof to be made in accordance with such proposal as aforesaid, and to make a
Crown Grant thereof in the usual form to each such owner, and his heirs, and assigns in fee-simple ;
provided, however, that if it shall appear to the Governor to be desirable in any particular case to
restrict the alienability of the land comprised in any such Grant, it shall be lawful for him by the pro-
visions of such Grant, to restrict in such manner, and to such extent as he shall see fit, the alienation
thereof, the Grant should not issue until the Government is reimbursed for the expense attending
such inquiry and partition as aforesaid,

Every such Grant should be considered a good, valid, and effectual conveyance, &e., &e.

Half-castes of the Aboriginal Native race may be deemed to be persons of the Native race
for the purposes of the Act.

Tt should also apply to any individual Native claiming to be the sole owner of any piece or portion
of land.

In connection with the subdivision or partition of Native land it would be also desirable to
empower the Governor, if solicited by all the parties concerned, to cause disputed boundaries between
tribes to be fixed and defined as a means of obviating or terminating such disputes.

(Signed) = DonNaLp McLzaw,
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Sub-Enclosure 3 to Enclosure 2 in No. 1.

Native Secretary’s Office,
28th June, 1858.

REPORT BY ASSISTANT NATIVE SECRETARY ON NATIVE TERRITORIAL RIGHTS BILL.

The objects contemplated by this Bill, as set forth in the Preamble, are, i o

1. To provide for ascertaining and regulating the territorial right of tne Native Tribes in New
Z.ealand. )

2. To empower the Gavernor to make free grants to individual Natives of lands over which the
Native Title shall have been ceded for the purpose, such Grants to be in certain cases inalienable and
in other cases alienable to Europeans.

L-—Certificates of Native Title.

To effect the first object it is proposed to issue certificates of title to claimants desirous of the
same, upon satisfactory proof of owuership.

Clauses 1 to 4.

With respect to the first four clauses, the only point upon which I would take exception is the Minute by Ministers.—
P . . . . . For Ministers’ remarkg
Jimitation of the power of the Governor to issue the proposed certificates of title by making the g, this opinion see para-
consent of his responsible advisers necessary, the practical effect of which may be to interfere with graph a8 et seq. of their
the successful working of the measure by subjecting its administration to the changing Policy of a Memorandum of 20
Representative Government in which the Natives themselves have no share. To secure the success of P P WL R
any measure affecting the Natives it is necessary that it should be carried out with uniformity,
impartiality, and consistency ; any other mode of proceeding must naturally destroy the confidence in

the Government which is essential to the suecessful working of any system of Native Policy.

Clauses 5 and 6.
I believe the Natives would in many cases, gladly avail themselves of the assistance of the Minute by Ministers.—
Government to define and permanently fix tribal boundaries, and even to a certain extent, to ;:;e,f f:::e e mene
individualize their titles, but they would view with suspicion any attempt to impose restrictions or toto give effect to the

interfere in any way with the Native tenure, unless prepared for an absolute cession to the Crown inW¥ishes of the Natives

h 1 themselves respecting the
the usual way. succession to their pro-

For this reason, I do not think it desirable that the proposed certificates should preseribe the mode perty, so that if they are
of devolution of Native Title, or in_any way attempt interference with the tenure. I am disposed to Jooi:ous oF £ine srenter
think that a simple recognition by the Government of tribal and other boundaries as acknowledged by tary rig}zls,they may have
the parties interested, and of the exclusive right of the persons proving their title to land comprised the opportunity of doing
within certain boundaries, would ke found to meet the requirements of the case. fﬁ;g h::xllcllite': ::::ﬁ:;

For this purpose, such boundaries, with the names of the duly ascertained owners, might bewould often gladly e
registered by the Government after notice given, and the proposed certificates might be merely taken advantage "f~f°°“‘:‘
certified copies of such records with plans annexed, the names of children or of persons who by ;’;"fa‘f:;f,;“;‘e‘,‘;";t;’,‘;';t
marriage might acquire an interest in the registered land, might then be added from time to time upon to impose restrictions ;
substantiation of claim, and by consent of the holders of the certificate or certified copy of the? d]“’i“b;e'“‘;'?e":e;“‘:';f}f
Government register. o !

suspicion,
Clauses 7 and 8.

Great caution is necessary in dealing with questions of disputed Native title, whether arising in n‘;’,"f""" by Ministers.—
respect of lands comprised within a certificate, or lands not so comprised. The Government should oh',?:el: o ;;,i?;n ::mt.
interpose as an arbitrator only when requested to do so by both parties, as has been the practice ing that there is no im-
hitherto. With respect to certificated lands, the Government may confine itself to ignoring the claims :‘:f"“;ein”"v";,":‘::n°: 2
of all other than those whose names shall appear in the register. To allow the Native Circuit Courts the practice hithertoo
any jurisdiction in questions of this nature, beyond that which may be exercised under the Residentnamely, to leave such

A N . . . e . . . 14 3 . disputes to be settled by
Magistrates’ Ordinance would, in my opinion, be found most inconvenient, and might result in serious 5. and mascaore.

C. W, R,

consequences. ‘The viii. sec. is merely
permmissive, and therefore
. harmiess enough.
n.——Crown Grants to Natwes. The Bill gives no juris-
Clauses Q and 10. diction to the Native

With respect to the issue of Crown Grants to Natives, the subject is beset with so many Cireunt Court
difficulties that I feel great hesitation in expressing an opinion upon it. On the one side the refusal to
confer a legal title where an equitable one exists may be regarded as the withholding of a just right.
Serious objections also arise to imposing upon Native holders of Crown Grants any restrictions which
are not imposed upon Europeans, nor do I think the Natives would in many cases be willing to accept
Grants containing such restrictions. On the other hand, there is reason to fear that if unrestricted
facilities are afforded to the Natives to obtain individual Crown Grants for their property, advantage
might be taken of the law by Europeans who would prompt and assist the Natives to apply for and
obtain such Grants for the purpose of acquiring their lands by individual purchase, instead of purchasing

C, W. R,
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from the Government, to the great injury of the Colony. Ang legislative Act which, in the present
state of the country, should have the effect of encouraging individual purchase from the Natives, would
be injurious in proportion to the extent of its operation ; virtually amounting to a surrenderof the
Crown’s right of pre-emption, it would raise difficulties in the way of the acquisition of land by the
Government for the purposes of colonization. The existence of two systems would further tend to
confuse and unsettle the Native mind.
The transfer of land from the aboriginal owner to the European settler, involves wider considera-
tions than the mere change of individual ownership, and is felt to do so by the Natives themse!ves.
They regard the Crown’s pre-emptive right as their security against their {ecoming dispossessed of
their land in a way which, as a people, they would regard as insidious and underhand, however fair and
bond-fide each separate transaction might be as between the parties individually concerned. The
extinguishment of the Native title over a block of land is regarded not merely as a mercantile trans-
action but as an important national act, a surrender of territory by the Maori people to the British
nation, a concession to the Pakeha,” Every tribe in New Zealand is more or less interested in every
transaction of the kind. The tribes making such surrender incur a degree of responsibility for their
act 1n the eyes of all the other tribes with whose cognisance at least it is done. By allowing private
individuals to treat with Natives for the purchase of land, the public and national character of the
transaction is lost, and should land be extensively alienated from them in this manner, much confusion
) » and dissatisfaction would be likely to arise, the Government also might be charged with a breach of
%’";;:{: Z:?:;’:’t;w faith to the Natives, who have always been told that the right of pre-emption is one which the Queen
same conclusion as Minis- maintains inviolate, for their benefit as well as that of the Europeans. In support of these views I
try—that the powers of woyld point to the recent attempts at Waikato and other places to organise an opposition to the
jssuing Grants ought to
be conceded—but is for 8ale of land.
dispensing with checks on I am of opinion that great caution should be exercised in issuing Grants to Natives, but that an
?:ii’r“e;:“i‘:"se‘l‘i‘::e‘;"'t‘:é independent discretionary power should be vested in the Governor of the Colony to make Grants, in the
Colony will never consent manner described in clause 9, in such cases as he may see fit upou cession to the Crown by the owners
to forego. c for the purpose. That such Grants should create either an alienable or an inalienable estate, as the
‘W Goovernor may see fit.

On this point see Minis- Clause 11. :

ters’ Memorandura of 29th The proposed condition of the payment of 10s. per acre to the Government on alienation to

Sff t:u;lllera't :i?a' P2t Buropeans of land held under a Crown Grant, is one which after mature consideration appears to me

BRI E T WL R, objectionable. It would be regarded by Natives as an arbitrary and unfair proceeding on the part of
the Government after having at some expense made good their title and obtained a Grant from the
Crown. As there is reason to believe that the proposed tax would not check individual purchase by
Europeans, I do not see any just ground for its imposition, and think a better security agaiust abuse
will be provided by giving the Governor power to grant an alienable or inalienable estate, at his

discretion.
Mlinute by Ministers.— Clause 12. )
Thelallacy isin aEuming, The limitation herein contained with reference to the quantity of land which may be granted, and
that to be a right in the

Native which is really s the time during which the Aet should continue in operation, appear to me open to serious objection.
graturtous concession by The Bill appears to recognise the right of the Natives to receive Crown Titles te their lands when the

the Governmeut. T}]“ can prove ownership, or when the tribes holding in common are willing to cede their lands to the
e e davamoy Crown for the purpose of obtaining grants in severalty. If this right be admitted, I do not see upon
or Ministers, or both to- what principle the proposed limitation is sought to be imposed. The right, if it exist, can be subject

ether, with any such ex- [T y . Qe Y e e
fmaym e a8 ay b0 10 such limitations. It would be regarded as an act of partiality and injustice on the part of the

unlimited power of grant- Grovernment tg refuse to another tribe in 1862 what had been conceded to one in 1861.
ing away the Colonial Ter~
ritory to Natives in fee
simple. What the Na-
tives think on such mat-
ters depends much upon
what is put into their
heads by Europeans—es-
pecially by persons in
authority.
C. W. R,
Clause 13.
For Miuisters' answer see The guarantee which the Bill proposes to give for the expenditure of the 16s. per acre tax, upon
their Mem‘”a"d“mws‘gfor in the vicinity of the land in respect of which it shall have been received, would not satisfy the
;Z‘,};g,,slﬁ,ptf,'?:fr;m_ Native seller, nor would it be fair to him. Such expenditure would benefit not himself but the
. W, R, purchaser of his land. It would be in reility compelling him to contribute 10s. per acre to the
nnprovement of property, his interest in which he had just parted with to another.

(Signed) Tros. Hx. Smrra.
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Enclosure 3 in No. 1.

REMARKS BY NATIVE SECRETARY.
October 18th, 1858.
1.—Reply to Minute of Ministers on Paragraph 1 of Native Secretary’s Memorandum on Native
Territorial Rights Bill.

The Draft Bill referred to had been printed, and was understood to be the measure which
Ministers intended to bring forward. The opinion of the Native Secretary on the Native Districts
Regulation Bill, and on the Native Circuit Courts Bill, was noted on similar Drafts. 1t is also
believed that the substitution of the Bill brought into the House for that commented on by the
Native Secretary, was, in consequence of exceptions taken to the latter by His Excellency, who was
in possession of the views of the Native Office with respect to it.

The measure suggested by the Native Secretary is in no respect identical with, or even similar
to, that introduced by Ministers. Several of its provisions are similar to those of the Draft Bill
above referred to. It cannot, however, be fairly represented as identical with that Draft, or sub-
stantially the same, because it adopts some of the unobjectionable clauses.

Assuming the desirability in certain cases, of converting Native Title into one derived from the
Crown, a mode of doing so is suzgested. The want of some provision to this end was brought into
greater prominence by the circumstance that Ministers were about to bring in an Electoral Bill,
which, by making a tenure under the Crown a qualification, would bave disfranchised the mass of
the Natives.

The Governor being the Representative of Her Majesty, and an Officer instructed by, and
responsible to, the Imperial Government, it may be assumed that a sufficient guarantee exists for the
exercise of the power which this measure would recognise, with due regard to the interests of the
Colonists as well as those of the Natives.

u.—Reply to Minute on Paragraph T of Native Secretary’s Memorandum orn Native Territorial
Rights Bill.

The exception in clause 8 warrants the inference that it is contemplated to confer upon the
Native Circuit Courts powers of jurisdiction in questions affecting the Native Title to land ; the
objections to which, it is conceived, are not irrelevantly stated, when commenting on this clause.

nr.—Reply to Ministers’ Minute No. 2 on Paragraphk 7 of Native Secretary’s Memorandum on
Native Territorial Rights Bill.

The converse is equally true; if found to operate injuriously, it might be repealed. The
measure having been devised “chiefly as an engine for the civilization of the Natives,” if found
inoperative to this end, no difficulty would stand in the way of its repeal. It is not equally certain
that its extension could be obtained.

1v.—Reply to Ministers' Minute on Native Secrctary’s Memorandum No. 2, on Native Territorial
Rights Bill.

It has yet to be shewn how the objections urged by the Native Secretary against the Ministerial
measure apply to his own proposal.

Those objections are, briefly :—

That the Bill contemplares an interference with the Native tenure of land.

That, if administered with a view to facilitate the acquisition of land by Settlers (a contingency
not beyond the limits of possibility) it would interfere most prejudicially with the present system of

acquiring Native lands by the Crown for colonizing purposes, without furnishing any adequate -

substitute, entailing endless confusion, destroying the confidence of the Natives in the Government,
and imperilling the peace of the country.

v.—Reply to Ministers’ Minute on Assistant Native Secretary’s Memorandum on Native Territorial
FPights Bill, Clause xn,

Is it not rather a fallacy to assume, that to be Colonial territory, which is really Native territory;
over which, it may be maintained, the Assembly has no right of control whatever, previous to its
acquisition by the Crown for the purposes of colonization ?

If the principle be recognised that it is desirable to give the Maori the means of converting his
aboriginal title into one derived from the Crown, it is conceived that any measure for carrying this
principle into effect should be framed on a liberal and comprehensive scale, and should possess a
permanent character, whether as a right, or as a privilege if conceded at all, it should be open to all
to avail of it, and should not be subject to restrictions which by any possibility might leave the
Government open to the charge of partiality or fickleness, and thus impair the confidence of the
Natives.

It is believed that in the total absence of restrictions such as are imposed by the Native Terri-
torial Rights Bill, cases would rarely arise in which the Governor would feel called upon to exercise
the power of issuing Grants to Natives. The principle, however, of imposing such restrictions, it is
eontended, is inconsistent with strict justice, and therefore wrong.

(Signed)  DonNalp McLean.

E—No. 1.
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No. 2.

COPY OF A MEMORANDUM BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

Government House,
2nd July, 1859.

The Governor transmits for the consideration of his Advisers the draft of a proposed Bill whick
has been submitted to him by Mr. Sewell, and which that gentleman is anxious the Government.
should adopt. .

The Governor will be obliged if his Advisers will give him their opinion on the subject
generally.

(Signed) T. Gore BROwNE,

Enclosure in No. 2.

Heads of a Bill for promoting the Colonization of Lands in New Zealand, whereof the Native Title
ts at present unextinguished.

Preamble to recite that it is expedient to provide for the Colonization of Lands in New
Zealand whereof the Native Title is at present unextinguished, with the assent of the aboriginal
inhabitants thereof.

1. Enact that all the powers hereby vested in the Governor shall be exercised by and with the
advice and consent of the Native Council hereinafter constituted, and not otherwise; except where
otherwise specially enacted. '

2. Her Majesty may appoint not more than nor less than persons to be a
Native Council for the purposes of this Act, with the usual powers of removal and new appointment,
with power to delegate such authorities to the Governor personally.

3. The Governor may frame rules for the conduct of business of the Native Council; may
appoint necessary officers, with proper provision for payment of salaries and expenses.

4. Upon the address of both Houses of the Legislature, the Governor shall, on behalf of Her
Majesty, remove any member of the Native Council, without the advice or consent of such Council.

5. The Governor may, with the advice of his Executive Counci!, raise from time to time not
exceeding £250,000 on the security of the General Revenue of the Colony, to be applied to purposes
to be defined in the Act.

6. The objects of such Loan to be as follows, viz., for the purpose of obtaining the assent of
the aboriginal inhabitants to the cession of their Title, either by way of direct payment, or in public
works beneficial to them, or by way of loan to individuals, or annual payments to Chiefs or others,
or in the establishment or maintenance of institutions for their benefit, or in any other ways which
to the Governor, with the advice of the Native Council, may appear calculated to advance the objects
of the Act ; with power to make advances from the Loan Fund for the expenses of management.

7. Proper accounts to be kept for distinguishing the expenditure made on account of the
respective Provinces—with a view to apportion the charge on such Provinces respectively, according
to the outlay incurred on their respective aceounts.

8. The accounts to be laid before the General Assembly.

9. All such expenses as may be of a general character to be apportioned amongst the Provinces
rateably, according to the outlay in each year on each Province.

10. Whatever may be thus laid out from the Loan on account of each Province to be a charge
on such Province and its Revenue, and to be accounted for by the Province to the General Revenue
of the Colony, subject to the provision bereinafter contained for reimbursing such outlay from the
proceeds of Land fund.

11. The Governor may, by Proclamation, define and declareany Lands in New Zealand whereof
the Native Title is at present unextinguished, to be a District subject to the provisions of the Act.

12, Each District to be termed a ¢ Native Land District.

13. The limit and extent of such Districts to be determined with reference to their suitability
for systematic Colonization. '

14, Whensoever the assent of the aboriginal inhabitants of any such District shall have been
ascertained, in manner to be provided by the Act, the Governor may by Proclamation in the Govern-
ment Gazette deelare such Districts to be subject to the provisions of the Act, after a date to be
specified in such Proclamation.

15. Before any District shall be declared to be subject to the provisions of the Act, the Governor,
by the Resident Magistrate and Assessors of the District, or by some person or persons specially
appointed in that behalf, shall ascertain the assent of the aboriginal inhabitants having rightful claims
in such manner as he shall deem expedient.

16. The Governor after such assent obtained, to cause a Township to be laid out within the
District, and to make regulations, and to cause surveys to be made, and roads to be laid out, and
made; to establish ferries; to make reserves for public purposes, and to do all other things requisite
for preparing the lands for settlement.

17. In every District a Native Circuit Court, to be established under the ¢ Native Circuit
Courts’ Act, 1858,” and a Resident Magistrate, and at least two Assessors, to be appointed for the
Disrict.
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18, In laying out the lands of the District, allotments to be made to the aboriginal inhabitants
having rightﬁg’c]aims. according to Rules to be made by the Governor in that behalf; (such allot-
ments in all cases to include all pahs and cultivations, unless specially surrendered by the occupants) ;
and all such other lands as may be eligible to be held by them, whether for agricultural or pastoral
purposes, or for commonage : and in making such allotments, regard to be had to the rank and
station of the respective allottees, and as nearly as may be to their wishes, to he ascertained in such
manner as the Governor may think expedient.

19. Provided that the quantity of land to be allotted to any individual, not being a Chief, shall
not exceed acres, and the quantity to be allotted to a Chief shall not exceed acres,
exclusive of commonage.

20. Crown Grants to be made to the respective allottees in fee simple, free {from charge.

21. Lands may be assigned by the Governor for, and as endowments for, the support of
Hospitals, Schools, Churches, Chapels, and_other religious and eleemosynary Institutions, for the
benefit of the aboriginal inhabitants of the District.

22, Provided that the quantity to be allotted for such last-mentioned purposes, shall not exceed

of the whole quantity included in the District.

23. Suhject to, and after setting apart lands for the several purposes aforesaid, the residue of
the lands of the District to be open for colonizatior: under such regulations as aforesaid.

24. The procceds arising from the sale, disposal, and occupation of lands, under the provisions
of the Act, to be paid to some person or persons appointed by the Governor in that behalf, and to
be applied,—

ist. In defraying the charges of obtaining the cession of Native Title; of surveys and
other expenses incurred in laying out the land, and preparing the same for settlement; and
generally of surveys and management. '

2nd. After deducting such charges, the residue to be divided into three equal shares,—

a. One thereof to be subject to the provisions of the Land Revenues Act, and to be
the security for the Government Loan, and for the uses of the Province.

b. Another share thereof to be paid over to the Resident Magistrate and Assessors, to
constitute a fund for makiog roads, bridges, and other pubdlic works.

c. Another share to be paid to the Resident Magistrate and Assessors to constitute a
furd for promoting the social advancement of the aboriginal inhabitants, and to assist them,
cither by way of absolute gift, or loan, in improving their buildings and cultivations,
acquiring stock, &c. ; such fund to be administered according to Rules to be laid down by
the Governor, and approved of by the Resident Magistrate and Assessors.

25. The Act to be reserved for Her Majesty’s pleasure—to come into operation on a day to be
fized by Proclamation, and to continue for seven years from that day.

No. 3.

COPY OF A MEMORANDUM BY MR. RICHMOND.

Auckland, 19th August, 1859.

In accordance with the Governor’s request, conveyed in a memorandum dated 2nd J uly, His
Excellency’s responsible ministers submit the following observations on the heads of a Bill prepared by
Mr. Sewell, and transmitted with the memorandum referred to.

The distinctive feature of Mr. Sewell’s proposal is the constitution of a board of commissioners
appointed by the Crown, having the Governor at its head, to which are to be transferred the important
functions,

First,—Of conducting land purchasing operations;

Secondly,—Of regulating the sale and disposal of land acquired from the natives;

Thirdly,~—Of supervising the survey and preparation for settlement of such lands,

Under existing arrangements, the fg;‘st of these functions is exercised by the Governor, who acts
upon the advice of his responsible ministers as to what blocks shall be purchased and what prices shall
be paid: subject, however, to His Excellency’s right of veto, if political reasons render it, in his
opinion, inexpedient to make a particular purchase. Practically, the chief Land Purchase Commissioner
(over whose appointment and removal the Governor retains a personal control, and who is the sole
medium of communication on the subject of land purchase between the Goverument and the natives)
exercises a very large influence over the conduct of land purchasing operations.

The second function at present belongs to the General Assembly; and the third and last, to the
Provincial Governments.

His Exceliency’s responsible ministers are decidedly of opinion that the union of these powers in
a permanent hoard would not fuil to excite strong public dissatisfaction, and that the proposal cannot
be made to the legislature with a chance of success. It appears improbable that such a system could
work in harmony with the representative institutions of the Colony. Nor, looking at-the scheme
abstractedly, without reference to popular opinion or to the congruity of the scheme with the existing
snstitutions of the Colony, does it seem calculated to secure greater stability or efficiency of
administration than the present system.

E—No. 1.

Native Land Purchases
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Ministers are aware that the existing system is by no means unexceptionable, in theory, or in its
practical operation. The changes required, however, are not, in the opinion of ministers, in the
direction of Mr. Sewell’s proposal.

By clause 13 of the heads of Mr. Sewell’s Bill, it is provided that the Governor shall lay out
districts for purchase with reference solely to their suitability for systematic colonisation—-excl}t'zding
consideration of the state of tribal title and of the disposition of the natives to release their rights.
Ministers are in general opposed to the plan of buying piecemeal whatever small and inconveniently
shaped blocks the caprice of the natives or the state of their titles may from time to time induce them
to offer. At the same time, they are of opinion that it would be in the highest degree impolitic for
the Government to bind itself rigidly by the rule laid down by clause 13.

Tt is often impossible to acquire a footing in a native district, or to disentangle the complications
of native land disputes, otherwise than by operations which the clause in question would altogether
prohibit. Besides which, the plan is absolutely inapplicable to all that portion of the northern island
which lies north of Waikato Heads, where, from the way in which native lands and Crown lands are
already intermixed, it is quite impracticable to proceed by such extensive operations as Mr. Sewell
contemplates.

No one can doubt the desirability of operating only upon large blocks; but it is often quite
impracticable to do so; and the difficulties are of a nature which no lapse of time would remove,
without the intervention of the Land Purchase department.

Though the Government may, in certain cases, find it expedient to purchase small blocks, it does
not follow that these should be thrown open for immediate settlement. The advantages of systematic
colonisation are undeniable. But those advantages may secured by retaining the blocks acquired until be
the extent of territory at the disposal of the Crown in a given district is sufficient for the formation of
a regular settlement.

"To many of the minor features of the Bill, ministers see no objection. Under “The Bay of
Islands Settlement Bill, 1858,” a settlement is to be formed somewhat on the plan which Mr. Sewell’s
scheme appears to contemplate where Maori proprietors, holding Crown grants, will be intermixed
with the European immigrants. Ministers consider that this system may be advantageously extended,
and that the prospect of obtaining the advantages which such a plan secures would be found a strong

inducement to the natives to release their territorial rights.
(Signed)  C. W. RicaMoxp.

No. 4.

COPY OF A LETTER FROM HIS LORDSHIP THE BISHOP OF NEW ZEALAND, WM. MARTIN, ESQ., D.C.L..,
AND THE HON, MR. $WAINSON, TO HIS EXCELLENCY GOVERNOR GORE BROWNE, C. B.

12th May, 1860.
SIr,— )
In answer to your Excellency’s letter of 25th April, 1860, requesting our opinion on the
measures to be inaugurated at the approaching meeting of Native Chiefs, and on Maori matters
geuerally, we have the honour to forward to you our separate opinions, together with an abstract of the
points in which we all concur. .
We have the honour to remain,
Your Excellency’s obedient aud faithful servants,

G. A. NEW ZEALAND,

WuM. MARTIN,

WM. SWAINSON.
To His Excellency,

Thomas Gore Browne, Esq., C. B,
&e., &e., &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 4.
MEMORANDUM BY THE BISHOP OF NEW ZEALAND.

The subject which your Excellency has proposed for our consideration seems to include the
following points :—
T. The subordination of the Native Race to the authority of the Crown.
1L The relations between the Native race, and the Representative System of the English Colony.
IIL. The internal Government of the Native race, under the authority of the Crown.
IV. The Native Land Title, as regards the actual occupation of Land by the Natives themselves.
V. The Native Land Title, as regards the alienation and transfer of land from the Native owner
to the English Colonist,
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I. The subordination of the Native race to the authority of the Crown.

It is evidently necessary to the welfare of both races that there should be one recognised head
over all.  The introduction of the Queen’s sovereignty into the country is very generally admitted by
the Natives to have been a great benefit to them. The incessant wars among the tribes were an
intolerable evil, especially when the Gosgel had taught them to begin to value the blessings of peace.
If it had been possible, from the first beginning of the Colony, to carry into practical effect the
sovereignty of the Crown, by the suppression of all war, and the uniform administration of justice in all
parts of the country, the whole Native race might now have been cordially attached to the Government.
The broken surface and great extent of the country, and the insufficiency of force at the disposal of
the Governor for the time being, made it impossible to carry out any such uniform system. The
natural result has beeu that in many districts the sovereignty of the Crown has never been practically
exhibited : and the Natives, being thus left to themselves, and still suffering from their own internal
disorders, have been employed incessantly for some years in their own Runangas (Councils) in devising
schemes of better government for themselves. Among these the most prominent, is the « King
Movement,” begun I believe with good intentions, and tending to a beneficial result, but made an
object of suspicion by the unwise choice of a name.

To combine all these movements in one general system under the sovereignty of the Crown, is a
measure as necessary, in its own degree, among the New Zealand tribes, as it was formerly, on a
larger scale, among the clans of Scotland, and throughout Europe in the feudal times. ‘The principle
on which this combination must be made seems to be clear: that there must be a reciprocal action
between the Crown and the New Zealand tribes ; the Crown guaranteeing to the tribes certain rights,
privileges, and benefits, and the tribes on their part recognizing the sovereignty of the Crown. The
introduction of a third element between the two contracting parties is against the nature of the
agreement ; as if, for example, the English Parliament had claimed authority over the subjects of the
Crown in Scotland and Ireland, before the Legislative union of those countries with Eugland. Such
an union, however desirable in itself, seems to be impracticable in the present state of the Native
people. It follows, therefore, that the sovereignty of the Crown over the Native race ought to be
exercised through officers specially authorized for that purpose, and responsible directly to the Crown ;
and upon a system well understood and accepted by the Native people.

IL. The relations between the Native race, and the Representative System of the English Colony:

It may be hoped that many years will not pass away, before the New-Zealanders, having acquired
a knowledge of the English Language, will be able to take their part in the Representative System
of the Colony. Their own deliberative assemblies, and the freedom of discussion generally exercised
by them, have already prepared the way for their participation in the full privileges of British subjects.
But the safer course for the present seems to be, that the General Assembly of the Colony should not
be considered in any way to represent the Native race ; and consequently should not exercise legislative
powers, in matters affecting their interests, without their concurrence. In a Colony, in which the
Representative Institutions are based practically upon “ universal suffrage,” the assumption that the
Representatives of the English Colonists have a right to govern the Native race must be untenable.
1t s said, that the Law officers of the Crown have given it as their opinion, that the Natives have no
elective franchise upon their, present tenure of land. But even if the Native race were duly represented
in the General Assembly, the danger would still remair, that the acts of that body might be ruled by
a majority of members from the Southern Island, where no Native questions have any existence ; and
where the evils of any imprudent legislation in Native matters would never be felt. And this danger
is likely to increase daily, because the extinction of the Native Title throughout the Southern Island
must lead to a more free and rapid immigration into that part of the Colony ; and to a proportionate
increase of legislative influence in the hands of persons practically unacquainted with Native questions.
It ought to be borne in mind, that the Native race is still a large majority of the population of the
Northern Island.

. The objections to the exercise of legislative power over the Native race by the Provincial Councils,
are of even greater weight. In the first place the Constitution Act debars them from the exercise of
any such authority. It is therefore difficult to see what advantage there can be in recognizing a
shadow of power, without the reality, by allowing a Province, like that of Auckland for instance, to
include districts occupied by the great bulk of the Native population, without a single English resident,
except here and there a Missionary or a Trader. This is the case in the districts of Tauranga, the
Bay of Plenty, East Cape, Rotorua, Taupo, and Waikato ; and the single exception is Poverty Bay,
where land to a small extent bas been bought by English settlers. It must be evident that the
Auckland Provincial Council has neither the knowledge, the machinery, nor the funds, to carry out
any effective Government over this vast territory and numerous Native population.

But the present Provincial System i3 not in this respect merely an innocent fiction. It isa
practical evil ; and a public danger. The belief is growing that this territory belongs to the Province
of Auckland : that it is the outlet for its immigrants, and the means of its aggrandizement. Whereas
the fact is, that if the present Native population were to adopt English habits and ideas, the available
country which they at present occupy would not be more than suflicient for the maintenance of their
flocks and herds, upon the proportionate scale of the same number of English Colonists. The people
on the banks of T'aupo Lake have already begun to buy sheep : and cattle belonging to Native owners
are multiplying on the Waikato river. On the East Coast the population 18 so dense, that the
cessation of wars, and consequent increase of industry, would lead to the occupation of all the available
land. When we consider that the whole Southern Island, equal in extent to the Northern, is now so
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fully occupied by 30,000 Colonists, that no new Immigrant can find a footing without displacing some
prior occupant, it cannot be a matter of surprise that the Province of Auckland with 20,000 English,
and 40,000 Native inhabitants, should begin to feel some pressure of population. The vast tracts of
worthless land in New Zealand are seldom taken into account in caleulations of this kind,

It cannot be denied that the lands still in the hands of the Natives are looked to as the supply
for this increasing demand ; and thus the authority vested in the Provincial Council over the Waste
Lands of the Province, upon the extinction of the Native Title, tends continually to widen the breach
between the two races, and to destroy that community of interests upon which the prosperity of the
Colony has hitherto been based. The Waikato will soon be to Auckland, what the Waitara is to
New Plymouth.

The simple remedy appears to be, to give the Native population in the midland District the
benefit of the principle of the New Provinces Act; and to limit the Province of Auckland to the
territory already acquired, or over which the Native Title is likely to be speedily extinguished.

IIL The internal Government of the Native race under the authority of the Crown.

If the central district of the Northern Island, including Waikato, Taupo, Rotorua, Tauranga,
Opotiki, Waiapu and Poverty Bay, were formed into one or more Native Provinces, a simple system
of elective and representative Government, under the immediate sanction of the Governor might pro-
bably be brought into operation. The form of (iovernment, as in the Swiss Cantons, need not be in
all parts exactly the same, but might be adapted to the wishes and customs of particular tribes : pro-
vided that in all cases two fundamental points were adhered to,—that the Chief Magistrates and
Councillors should be recommended by the tribe and confirmed by the Governor, and that all regulations
made by them should require the Governor’s assent. It would probably be found possible to bring
together these Chief Magistrates in a general council, and any regulations made at such a meeting and
assented to by the Governor, might be held to be binding upon all the tribes. This system ought to
rest at first upon voluntary compact, and to be rather offered as a boon than enforced by authority,
because while the Native people are thirsting for better government, they are not without fear of
oppression. The tone of some of the English newspapers has given them sufficient reason to expect
the usual fate of a race assumed to be inferior.

The expense of any such system of Native administration is the next question, but not one of
great ditliculty.

The surrender by the Native owners of all the best harbours has placed the commerce of the
country almost entirely in the hands of the English colonists. Here again the Provincial system has
an injurious operation. The Council of each Province looks upon the Customs Revenue of the
P'rovince as its own. It is not borne in mind that the Revenue which the Provineial Council adminis-~
ters at Auckland, includes in large but uncertain proportion the proceeds of the industry of 30,000
Natives employed in the cultivation of land, in collecting flax and kauri gum, in felling and hauling
spars, and in the navigation of coasting vessels. For a long time Auckland had searcely any trade bus
that which resulted from Native industry.

It may well be doubted whether the £7,000 reserved for the Native Civil List, and the same sum
voted for Native Schools together, make up the proportion which the Natives contribute annually to
the General Revenue.

But without relying on this doubtful source of income, there would be no difficulty in providing
hereatter for the expense of Native administration by endowments in land. The rent which would be
willingly paid by any English tenant for a farm or a cattle run would be far more than the largest
sum ever offered by the Government as a salary to any Native Magistrate or Assessor. Endowments
of this kind would have the advantage of increasing in value, while votes of the General Assembly, on
the contrary, would be the occasion of continual debate, and would not be likely to be augmented.

1V. The Native Land Title, as regards the actual occupation of land by the Natives themselves.

The Native Land Title is simple enough in its origin ; but, from obvious causes, extremely com-
plicated in its actual state. :

In its theory it is this :—A few leading chiefs, with a small body of children and retainers, arrive
at different parts of the Island, and make a rough partition of the territory among themselves by
natural boundaries of mountains and rivers. These families grow into tribes each possessing the
patrimony derived from its ancestors. To preserve this inheritance unimpaired was a primary object
of their care. To this end two restrictions were necessary.

1. Upon the right of alienation ; and 2, upon the liberty of marriage. The case of the daughters
of Zelopehad is strictly analagous to Maori usage.

« If they be married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then shall their
inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be put to the inheritance of the
tribe whereunto they are received.”

¢ Let them marry whom they think best, only to the tribe of the family of their father shall they
marry.”

yOther reasons may be assigned for these restrictions, such as—

The right of the tribe to require service from all its members.

The necessity of keeping up their own numbers.

And of preventing strangers from acquiring landed property, to be used to the injury of the
tribe.
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There is reason to think that an independent right to alienate land, without the consent of the
tribe, is unknown in New Zealand.
On the other hand, in the ample territory which each tribe at first possessed there was probably
much freedon: of choice in the particular spot which each member might wish to cultivate. This spot
became his own by right of occupation, and in the absence of all forms of conveyance, descended to all
his chiidren and grandchildren, sons-in-law and daughters-in-law, till the right which was at first
personal became complicated by a multitude of claims.  In the neighbourhood of fortified places these
plots of ground, from the necessity of the case, were as minute as cottage gardens near a populous Complication of Claims.
town, and it may be taken for granted as a general rule, that in such cases every acre of land will
contain ten or twenty plots, and for every plot there will be ten or twenty claimants, as I have
repeatedly found. In such cases also, for the sake of mutual protection, the right ot the tribe to
control the alienation of land to foreigners would be most rigidly enforced.
"Three points then seem to be clear on this subject :—
1. 'That there was originally a distinet owner for every habitable spot in the Northern Island.
2. That these claims have become complicated by the obvious causes of inheritance and marriage,
without forms of conveyance or bequest.
8. That these rights of ownership, whether in one or mauny joint proprietors, were not alienable
without the consent of the tribe.
It will readily be admitted that this state of the Native Land Title is neither beneficial to the inconveniences of this
Native owner nor favourable to the acquisition of land for the English colonist. It is not favourable Tenure:
to the Native owners for the following reasons :—
Because the undisturbed possession of one acre is of more value than the nominal ownership of To the Native owners.
an hundred acres. )
Because the complication of claims is the fruitful source of discord among themselves.
Because the claim to widely-scattered estates distracts their attention from their religious duties,
separates them from their pastors, and prevents improvement in their demestic and social habits.
Because the number of joint proprietors prevents the disposition of property by will or assignment,
and makes it probable that, by the decrease of the Native race, large tracts of land may be nominally in
the possession of a very few owners, and therefore an object of envy and ill will to the English settlers,
in a continually increasing degree.
And it is unfavourable to the acquisition of land for the English colonists, because of the necessity Inconvenienoes to the

which it involves of obtaining the consent of a large number of owners, Colonists.
The results of these inconveniences are :— Results of these incon-
A growing irritation between the two races. veniences,

A greater tenacity of land in the Native owners.

A re-kindling of Native wars upon old land questions.

And a schism among the English colonists, between those who support the Native rights and
those who advocate, as they think, the interests of the Colony.

The remedy appears to be simple, viz. :— An unqualified recognition of the Native Land Title to
the fullest extent, and with every legal security that would be given 10 any landed proprietor of our own
race. The claims of private purchasers from the Natives before the eolonization of the country, how-
ever large the extent or inadequate the consideration, have been treated with the greatest delicacy, and
the lands so bought, after careful investigation of the Title, have been secured to the claimants by
Crown Grants. In what respect is the Native owner inferior to the English purchaser 7 'Why is the
land which a tribe has sold to be secured by a Crown Grant, and not the land which it retains? Why
is the English purchaser to have all the security which the law of England can give, and the Native
owner, in the case of any such question as that which has arisen at Taranaki, to be left to the un-
challenged decision of the Land Purchase Department. This one cause has been enough to spread a
rankling feeling of insecurity over many parts of the country, and the respect for the Government has
been lowered by the reduction of its agents to the level of mere purchasers of land.

Crown Grants are the remedy for this evil. Every Native in New Zealand already knows or
may soon be taught what they mean. Once give them secure possession of their land, and the present
fidgetty and suspicious sense of insecurity will disappear. Secure possession will lead naturally to a
willingness to sell. A Registry of owners will remove the present fears of stealthy sales by a few out
of the many joint proprietors. Roads would be desired all over the country, if the Native Tribes
were sure that they would not be used as a means for taking away their land. Land leagues would
fall to pieces, if every man had an interest in retaining his own liberty to let or sell ; instead of an
interest, as now, in preventing others from selling behind his back.

The enquiries to be made on this subject at the ensuing Native Council seem to be these:—

1. How many Tribes are willing to have their boundaries surveyed and defined; and to submit to
arbitration any questions stiil in dispute between Tribe and Tribe.

2. Out of the general} property of the Tribe what portion of land they wish to be secured to them
as inalienable property?

8. Whether they wish to hold that portion of land in common or to have it divided among
individual owners, without power of sale?

4. In what manner this restriction may be rescinded, and the Land of the Tribe or of individuals
hereafter opened for sale.

5. What {urther portion of the property of the Tribe may be left open for sale, now or at any
future time? a ’

6. Whether this alicnable property shall be held in common by the Tribe, and sold only by
common consent; and if so, who should be the persors authorised to give that consent?
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7. Or whether it shall be divided among the Members of the Tribe, and if so, in what proportions,
and in what places each owner should have his allotment.

8. Whether each owner of the parcels of land so divided, shall be at liberty to let or sell at his
own discretion, or whether in either or both cases, he shall be required first to obtain the consent of the
Tribe.

9. What portion of the land of the Tribe shall be held in Trust for public purposes, with the
usual powers of sale and exchange—

For Endowment of Native Ministers and Schoolmasters,

For Endowment of Hospitals and Poor,

For Endowment of Native Magistrates and Expenses of Government,
And for sites of all kinds of Public Buildings.

The results of all these enquiries, when carried out under the authority of the Governor and the

Native Council, ought to be made to appear on the face of an outline map of the Country, shewing—
1. V/hat lands belong to each Tribe.
2. What lands are inalienable.
3. What lands can not be bought or leased without the consent of the Tribe.
4. What lands can be leased but not sold.
5. What lands can be sold or leased at the discretion of the individual owners,

The expense of surveys onght not to stand in the way of a great public benefit. The Native
owners would, no doubt, supply the manual labour of cutting the lines; and the Colony would be
amply remunerated for the expense of the staff of surveyors, by the possession of an outline map of
the whole of the Northern Island.

V. The Native Land Title as regards the transfer of land from the Native owner to the English
Colonist.

This point has always been encumbered with uanecessary difficulties. Most if not all the
hindrances to the acquisition of land from the Native owners have been of our own making. Private
settlers, before the colonization of the country, found no difficulty in acquiring vast tracts of land by
purchase from the Native owners, and the sales were willingly supported by the evidence of the
vendors in the Commissioners’ Courts. The difficulty was not felt in acquiring land, but in restricting
the purchases within reasonable limits. Governor Fitzcoy was informed by his own advisers in Native
affairs that the Natives would rebel if they were not allowed to sell their lands as they pleased.

The New Zealanders, like ourselves, are much guided by personal considerations. ~ They will sell
land to an acquaintance, when they would withhold it from the Government. It has been alread
ghown that the necessity of maintaning the strength and influence of the Tribe always restrained the
alienation of land. Itis no contradiction to this, that land has been so freely sold to foreigners, because
the great majority of land purchasers were persons resident on the spot, and uteful in various ways to
the tribe. It often happened that the introduction of a meutral occupier of land strengthened the
adjacent Tribes by removing a cause of dispute. Sometimes, as in the case of Auckland, a weaker
Tribe found itself secured from a warlike neighbour by the presence of a foreign protector. On the
contrary, the promiscuous introduction of an unknown body of strangers was always an object of
suspicion. Most of the difficulties of the New Zealand Company’s settlements arose from the fallacy,
(of which the signs may still be seen in their early maps of New Zealand) that they had acquired
secure possession of the vast Districts called North Durham and South Durham, with power to
dispossess the Native inhabitants, and to replace them by their own settlers. The Southern Tribes,
always hospitable to individual settlers, objected to the introduction of an unknown body, or as they
called it “The Tokomaha Wairaweke.” If each settler had gone to his own section, with s
payment in his hand, and an interpreter to introduce him, quiet possession would in most cases have
been obtained.

Difficulties of a similar kind have arisen since the partial introduction into the country of a
Representative system in which the natives have no voice; and but few advooates. They hear of
thousands of immigrants brought into the country by the promise of free grants of land; and every
vituperative epithet is heaped upon them in the public journals, and even threats used openly in the
Provincial Councils; because they are accused of not selling their land fast enough to supply the new
comers. It is but natural that they should cling to their rights with more tenacity the more they are
called in question. Land leagues are the reasonable protest of an unrepresented majority against an
aggressive minority.

In what sense it is an offence on the part of the Native people, either individually or collectively
to oppose the further sale of 'and, it is difficult to see. The question is left by the treaty of Waitangi
entirely to their diseretion. They may think that they have already sold enough: or they may be
waiting till the land has acquired a higher value; or they may dread the unscrupulous use which English
settlers make of their neighbour’s land by trespass of cattle; or they may be taking steps to acquire
sheep and cattle for themselves, and require a much larger surface than is needed at present for their
crops of corn and potatoes. Or they may dread moral evils; such as the establishment of grog-shops
in all parts of the country, for the augmentation of the Provincial Revenue, but to their own
incalculable injury, There may be many good reasons to induce the native owners to suspend for a.
time all further sales of land; and it is enough to say, that they have full discretion in the matter.

Direct purchase from the Native owners, under strict regulations, is likely to have a beneficia)
effect in disarming many of these suspicions, and so procuring more land for the Colonist. Force wil]
be of no avail against a people recdy at any moment to die in defence of the inheritance of their Tribe,
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But to receive individuals into a share of their common property, was as much a national feeling, as to
resist to the death the encroachments of a hostile neighbour.

This part of the subject must be separately considered for the Province of Auckland.

Throughout the Provinces of Wellington and Hawke’s Bay the Native Reserves and unsold Land
are mixed up with the Lands of the Englhsh settlers. There it seems to be expedient that the Native
owners should be advised to divide their property and to take out Crown Grants with powers of sale
and leasing, limited only in cases where the Tribe may require that its consent should be first obtained.

But in the Province of Auckland, containing as it does the bulk of the native population, and
where considerable powers of self-government ought to be given to them, it seems to be necessary that
the right of sale should be given at first only to tribes or persons residing on the margin of the settled
districts, Each successive portion of land acquired by the English purchaser might then be added
from time to time to the province of Auckland, defined as above proposed. Within the central district
containing one or more native provinces, and superintended by native magistratés, the power of sale
might be restricted but liberty given to tribes, or to individual owners, with consent of the tribe, to
grant leases to English tenants with such conditions of submission to the lJaws in force in the native
province as may be approved of by the Governor and native council.  This would probably secure the
following advantages:—

1. That large tracts of land would be opened to English industry under lease, as farms or cattle
s,

2. That the rentals of these lands would supply a fund for the expenses of government, for
maintenance of ministers and schoolmasters, for the advancement of the social habits of the natives, and
would act as a powerful check upon disturbances of the peace.

8. That the absorption of the land by large capitalists and absentee proprietors would be
rendered impossible, and the whole revenue of the land spent in this country.

4. That the selection of persons and the nature of their employments, would be at the discretion
of the owners of the land, to be defined in the terms of the lease.

5. That this union of the two races in relations of mutual interest would extend the knowledge of
our language and laws, and thus hasten the coming of the time when all separate systems and all
exceptional laws may be abolished as unnecessary.

(Signed) G. A. NEW ZBALAND,
Auckland, 8th May, 1860.

Enclosure 2 in No. 4.
MEMORANDUM BY WM. MARTIN, ESQ., D.C.L.

The practical problem, which is to be solved in respect of the Native race, comprises two opera-
tions, namely =

1. To obtain from the Natives, by fair and peaceful means, a transfer of their superfluous lands.

2. To establish the Natives upon the residue in orderly communities, obedient to Law.

Hitherto the endeavours which have been made to solve this problem have been remarkably suc-
cessful. The Natives have voluntarily transferred to the Crown nearly all the Southern Island and
very large tracts in the Northern. They have gradually abandoned old usages, adopted our dress and
our modes of cultivating the ground. A very large portion of the corn and other produce raised in
this Island has been grown by them. By co-operative labour sustained for great lengths of time, they
have raised large sums of money, which have been expended in the building of mills, and the purchase
of small vessels for trading, for the building of churches, &e.

Nor has the moral growth of the race been less apparent. They have readily given land for
Schools. In the central district of this Island, Boarding Schools for the children, offshoots of the
Schools aided by the Government, have been established by the Natives themselves, and are now
conducted and supported by them. Onre hundred and seventy children are at this time boarded in such
Schools.

In every part of the country efforts have been made to establish some mode of settling their
disputes by law, and to frame and enforce regulations for repressing drunkenness and immorality, and
for securing good order amongst themselves. The success of this great undertaking, as to both its
branches, has been such as no man in the Colony anticipated twenty years back.

Now throughout this whole period of time the policy of the Government has been founded on
one principle, namely, that of recognizimg the Chiefs of the Native tribes and acting through them.

The Treaty of Waitangi, in the Maori text, expressly guarantees to the Chiefs their full rights of
chiefship. The English form, the original draft of the Treaty, was less explicit on the point.

By the influence of the Chiefs the befcrementioned large cessions of land were procured. If in
any case ill-will arose amongst the clansmen respecting any sale of land, that ill-will was directed
rather against the Chief than against the Governor.

At the same time the process of converting the irregular and arbitrary sway ef the Chief into a
more definite and legal authority, subordinate to the Governor, was steadily carried on.

Ido not mean to say that the success abovementioned is due to the Grovernment policy alone.
Many other agencies have concurred. But I take it to be quite certain that the same result could not
have been attained under a contrary policy.
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I have referred to that success only as evidence of the soundness of that policy. For the duty of
the Government is, of course, quite independent of the question of success. The National compact,
by which we obtained an entrance into these Islands, binds us irrevocably as long as we retain the
benefit of the contract.

At this preseat time, the special difficulties which are connected with the Native question are,
first, a diminished willingness ou the part of many of the Natives to part with their lands; and,
secondly, a desire on the part of many amongst them to set up some sort of internal organization for
themselves, more or less independent of us. This latter tendency is sometimes spoken of as the
¢ Maori King Movement,” because one section of the Waikato tribe adopted that title for their old
Chief Tewherowhero, or (as he is now more commonly called) Potatau. He himself has uniformly
refused any title but that of Mafua (Father). Some violent men in the Waikato distriet may have
desired to carry this Magri organization to the length of actual independence of the Queen ; but I
believe such persons to have been and to be even now few in number, though the excitement of the
present war may naturally increase their number; the strong good sense of the people at large
shews them that such a state of things is neither practicable nor desirable,

Indeed no exaltation of one tribe or one Chief over others can last long anywhere. In Waikato
itself, some of the leading supporters of the movement have already cooled down and begun to draw
off from it. The mass of the people are neither willing nor able to contribute money for its suppott.
The whole thing has no internal strength : nothing but opposition from without can {;old it together.

As to the greater part of this Islaud, it is rendered wholly impracticable by the mutual antipathies
of the tribes, growing out of the remembrance of deadly wars in past time. Thus, the very first
stirring of this question in Waikato caused public and unanimous counter-demonstrations throughout
the North of the Island.

The Eastern tribes stand aloof. Kven the Southern tribes (Taranaki), ravaged in the last
generation by Waikato, did not seek an alliance with Waikato until they found it necessary to procure
some aid in the present war; and, after all, their overtures were rejected. For the same reason
William King stood alcof.

It is in Waikato itself, as lying near to Auckland, that the existing difficulties of the Native
question are most apparent. The movement there is commonly regarded by the settlers as a wholly
unreasonable or half hostile proceeding on the part of the Maoris.

To get a right understanding of it, it must be viewed from their side also.

The Natives were at first exceedingly cager to possess European tools, weapons, clothing, &c.,
and, to procure them, they readily parted with land, of which th?l had plenty. In course of time
they began to perceive that the position of a Chief was lowered as the territory of his tribe was
narrowed ; and both Chief and people found that the permanent alienation of their land yielded them
little permanent benefit. As their constant saying is, *“ The land abides, the payment perishes.”

Again, there have always been leading men, in Waikato and elsewhere, who have been willing to
act under the Governor to keep peace in their districts. Such an arrangement was good for both.
The chief’s position was sustained, and our influence extended. But they have found the remuneration
for their services so scanty that they have not been disposed to continue in an employment so
unattractive and unprofitable. ‘They have been even laughed at by their own people for their simplicity
in being content to work on such terms.

Whatever else there may be in the Waikato movement, there is, as to these two causes of
dissatisfaction, no lack of good sense. In fact, we are, I believe, all agreed with the Waikato men on
thege two points. Their proceedings are an unconscious attestation to the soundness of the views set
forth in Iis Excellency’s Despatches of last year relating to this subject.

To remedy these great defects in our Maori policy, His Excellency has, I understand, already
pointed out to the Home Government the necessity of adopting the following rules, namely:—

1. That, on every sale of lands by any tribe to the Crown, a certain portion of the land should be
granted back by the Crown to the natives for their own use, and another portion to trustees for the
support of schools, magistrates, &c.

2. That a more liberal scale of payment should be adopted for the native magistrates.

If the salary be fixed at £40 or £50 a-year, one half at least should be paid by the Government,
the rest being defrayed out of the fines levied during the year, or out of the endowment for that
purpose. It is probable that the amount needed for the whole of the native magistrates throughout the
1sland, and their assistants, would not exceed £3000 at the utmost. No charge could better deserve a
place on the Civil List than this.

8. That the native runangas or councils of the tribes should, on certain conditions, be recogmised
by the Government, and should be allowed to propose regulations for their own internal government
and good order, which, when assented to by the Governor, should be enforced by their own magistrates.

The practical advantages of this course would be very great. A lawful and regular government
would be gradually established within the tribes; and the Government io all its transactions with the
tribes would have a definite body of persons with whom to deal.

The Governor has also already set before the Home Government the reasons why the existence
of a board specially charged with the carrying out of these and similar regulations is essentially
necessary.

Thz functions of such board would continue until the superfluious lands of the natives were
purchased, and the conditions of the purchase performed; and until the native communities were
sufficiently organised for their own internal governmeut and good order, and that upon soil secured
to them by Crown grants.
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That done, the functions of the board would cease. The Maories would then be under the
protection of the courts of law, and on the same footing as their English fellow-subjects.

Since the date of His Excellency’s Despatch on this subject, a most weighty reason has been
added to those which His Excellency had urged. It is now held that occupation under the native
title does not in any case entitle the occupant to a vote. Consequently, the General Assembly
cannot claim dominion over a race which it does not represent; and the necessity becomes more
urgent of constituting some special body to carry out the policy of the Crown in respect of that race,
until it be placed completely on the same legal footing as our own race.

The tendency of the natives to set on foot some system of their own, for their own internal
government is so far from being dangerous, as it is often regarded, that in truth it is the most
favourable course they could have taken. Suppose it had been the other way. If the Maories had
pressed for the literal fulfilment of the assurances so often made to them that they should be placed on
exactly the same footing as the English, and had accordingly claimed a share and a voice in the

eneral legislation of the Colony, the inconvenience would have been much greater.

Now, all risk of collision in political matters with the settlers is avoided, whilst we have it in our
power by a wise policy to draw their whole organisation to ourselves. It is in our power, by adopting
what is sound in their own scheme, s0 to improve and control it as to make it an efficient instrument
for keeping peace and good order amongst them, and carrying the authority of the Queen effectively
into every nook of this island,

As to these several matters, namely,—

1. The issue of Crown grants to native owners;

2. The administration of justice amongst the natives;

3. The necessity of a native board or council, responsible to the Crown;

I have already stated my opinion, at His Excellency’s request, on former occasions. It is
therefore unnecessary to enter further into them at this time.

(Siguned) WiLLiaM MARTIN.

Taurarua, 12th May, 1860,

Enclosure 3 in No. 4.

MEMORANDUM BY THE HON. MR. SWAINSON.

It has been repeatedly acknowledged that to the Jmperial, and not to the Colonial Government,
the care of the Natives properly belongs, and that the Imperial Government would not be justified in
abdicating the responsibilities which rest on it with regard to the Native people. But when the
principle of Ministerial Responsibility was adopted, no provision was made for their special government
by the Crown, and on the ground not only of justice and humanity but of policy and economy, it is
important that the necessary measures for that object should be taken without delay.

Before the Constitution was brought into operation the Governor of the Colony had an influential
voice both in the Legislation of the Colony, and in the appropriation of the Public Funds, and he was
entrusted not only with the responsibility, but with the power of securing the interests and of promoting
the welfare of Her Majesty’s Native subjects. But when the Constitution came into operation, the
power of the Goovernor, both over the Legislature of the Colony, and over the Appropriation of its
Revenues, was greatly diminished, and his influence for good, especially with reference to the govern-
ment of the Native race, was materially impaired.

Though the Constitution is called ‘ Representative ” it has been decided that it does not confer
the Elective Franchise on the Natives, they huve consequently no voice in the Colonial Legislature,
and at the present moment they are subject, under the so called Representative Constitution, to the
government of a Ministry in whose election they have no voice, and (saving the Native Civil List)
their contributions to the General Revenue are appropriated by a Legislature over which they have
no control.

It is a remarkable feature in the Native character that while they are jealous of any interference
from their equals, they are accustomed to yield a ready obedience to a really powerful chief, and having
ceded their independence to the Queen of England they are not unnaturally impatient of being
governed by their fellow subjects. They koow little, and they care less, about a Responsible Miuistry
—here to-day and gone to-morrow—the members of which they hardly know by name, and for whom
they can have no respect. But they are for the mnst part disposed to yield obedience to the Represen-
tative of the Crown, and for this reason it is expedient for the interests of both races that the prestige
of the Governor should be carefully maintained; and looking at the tone of a portion of the public press,
and to the amount of latent bitter feeling towards the Native race which has recently been brought to
light, it is obvious that the duty of promoating their interests cannot safely be entrusted to the colo-
nising race, and that if the Home Government would not abdicate their responsibilities, that measures
should be taken to provide for the government of them by the Crown alone, to whom, and not to the
English settlers, they were induced to cede their independence.

In any measures which may be adopted for their special government, the Natives would value
permanence and stability; while they would be distrustful of “a change of system consequent on a
change of Advisers.” They have little conception of government in the abstract: but to be appre-
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cisted by them, it must be distinetly personified; and to be beneficial, it must not only be personal, but
powerful and paternal; and to secure and to maintain a real influence over the Natives, it is essential
that constant instruction and friendly communication should be kept up with them.

With this view cf the Native character, it seems to me to be desirable that a definite line of policy
to be pursued towards the Natives should, in broad outline at least, be formally prescribed, with the
deliberate sanction of the British Cabinet;—that it should be the duty of each successive Governor
on arriving in the Colony, to make a formal Proclamation of this policy as a deliberate message from
the Crown—that each successive Governor should understand that to carry that policy into execution is
the principal duty of the Queen’s Representative in New Zealand; and that in the performance of that
duty he may confidently count upon the support of the Crown and Parliament.

As the government of the New Zealanders has heen recognised as a responsibility especially
belonging to the Imperial, and not to the Colonial Government, the Governor for the time being
should be advised in the management of Native affairs,—not by the Ministry representing the Colonists,
and responsible to the Colonists, and liable to be frequently changed: but by a Couneil of advisers—
appointed by the Crown—responsible to the Crown—and holding their offices by a permanent tenure.

And there should be placed at the disposal of the Governor, independently of an annual vote of
the Assembly, such 2 ﬁxetf portion of the General Revenue of the Colony as may be sufficient for the
maintenance of au efficient Department for the management of Native affairs, for the payment of Native
Magistrates and Assessors, and for the outlay which may be necessary for the gradual introduction of
la;}v and order amongst the Natives, and for their internal government in their relations with each
other.

But with a view to harmonize the action of two different authorities in the government of the
same country it is essential that the persons to be appointed as the Governor's advisers should be men
not only -of charactér and ability but of high social standing, neither having nor being supposed to
have any partial or undue leaning in favour of the Natives, but by their impartiality, prudence, and
good sense, and by their interests in the welfare of the Colony at large, likely to earn the respect and
confidence of both races. Invested with the power and the means befitiing his position, the Queen’s
Representative may exercise almost unbounded influence over the Natives, and assisted by a permanent
body of Advisers of high character and social standing, it is no exaggeration to affirm that for purposes
of peace and good order the Governor would form a power in the country fully equivalent to a Regi-
ment of the Queen’s Troops. But the Government of the Colony cannot be carried on regardless of
the interests, the feelings, or the prejudices of either race without detriment to both, and it should be
clearly understood from the outset that a separate government is established for the conduct of Native
affairs, not with a one-sided object or in antagonism to the interests of the colonising race, but to save
in truth the Natives from themselves, and to serve as a useful agent in promoting the peaceable and
successful colonisation of the country.

The influence of both Chief and Priest, once all-powerful in New Zealand, is rapidly decaying;
and neither the new Religion nor the new Government yet exercise the same degree of influence over
the people ; and in their present transition state the Maories are governed with more difficulty than
when under the control of a powerful Heathen Chief: and until we have some better influence to
_ bring to bear upon them, the power of the Chiefs should as far as possible be maintained. With

reference to the dissatisfaction which is believed to exist amongst certain of the tribes, and to the
desire which is being shewn by them for a more active and efficient power to control them in their
relations with each other, I would suggest that the invitations to the principal Chiefs to the
approaching meeting should be as inclusive as possible in order that advantage may be taken of the
opportunity to ascertain what amount of dissatisfaction really exists amongst them; what is the
ground of it ; and to what extent it prevails amongst them. That the occasion may be turned to
profitable account, the meeting should be constantly attended by a small body of persons commis-
sioned to represent the Govermnent, and who, from their high standing, and their acquaintance with
the Native character and the Native language, may be likely to exercise a beneficial influence over
its proceedings. They should be fully instructed in the views of the Government ;—ready to meet
objections ;—to correct misapprehensions and misrepresentations ;—to explain difficulties ;—and to
enforce what may be reasonable and just.

Before attempting to apply a remedy, the first great object should be to ascertain what is really
the state of the Naiive mind upon the subject. Assuming the invitations to be general, and that
they are generally accepted, it will probably be found that the assembled Chiefs may be divided into
three classes :

1. Those who, at first sight, may appear to entertain views hardly consistent with the
maintenance of British rule. \
2. Those who may desire some better and more efficient system than they have at present

for their own internal government. .

8. Those who desire no change,

If met by reason and argument, applied in a patient and friendly spirit, and assured that they
may establish any system for their own internal government, not inconsistent with the general
interests of the rest of the community, I believe that those of the first class who may still desire to
live independent of British rule, may be reduced to a very insignificant minority.

As to those of the second class who may desire our guidance and sssistance, no attempt should be
made either to establish, as to details, any uniform plan for all the different tribes; or to émpose any
particular system in any particular case; but rather to assist each particular tribe to organise a
system which may be agreeable to themselves. Nothing, it is presumed, in the way of legislation
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will be either done or attempted at the general meeving of the Chiefs; but it appears to be desirable
that a rudimentary sketch of a simple system of Native local self-government should be prepared
by persons competent to the task, to be laid before the meeting for their consideration. Much will
be gained if they leave the meeting with the conviction that whenever they desire some better system
than they now possess, the Government will be ready to aid them with advice in framing it; and
with contributions towards the support of Native Magistrates to carry it into effect.

If judiciously dealt with, I believe that the present movement in the Native mind may be turned
to good account ; and that few of the Chiefs who have ever formally acknowledged it, will continue
to be desirous of throwing off the sovereignty of the Crown.

The Native Land question remains to be cousidered : and on its satisfactory solution the ultimate
fate of the Maori race no doubt materially depends.

. The true principle of dealing with the Waste Lands of the Colony is, of course, to acquire and
dispose of them in such a manner as may be most conducive to the permanent interests of both
races, and to the successful colonisation of the country. But the practice which has commonly
prevailed, but without any intentional injustice, has been to obtain land from the Natives for the
smallest possible price, and to dispose of it in such a manner as might seem to be most advantageous
for the colonising race. The natural consequences of this one-sided, short-sighted policy are now
beginning to be felt. Seeing their own race about to be outnumbered by our countrymen—seeing
the larger part of the territory, of which they were once the absolute masters, already in the hands
ot the stranger—seeing that they have added nothing to their permanent advantage by disposing of
it, but being sensible, on the contrary, of their rapidly waning power,—some of the Chiefs in the
central part of the Northern Island have formed a league amongst themselves to hold fast the land
which still remains to them. And if it were consistent with the Native character to persevere
steadily, for any considerable length of time, in any particular line of action, this combination against
the sale of land would threaten to prove a formidable obstacle to the peaceable occupation of the
country. And the very eagerness of the settlers to obtain possession of the Jand of the Natives has
a direct tendency to defeat their object. But if, instead of being urged to sell their land, the Natives
were positively prohibited from doing so, they would soon become as clamorous to dispose of it as
they are now determined to retain it.

With a view to facilitate the acquisition of the surplus lands of the natives for purposes of
colonisation, I have already suggesteg in & previous memorandum (Sept. 6, 1859), that the partition
of land held by them in common should be encouraged;—that when the ownership shall have
been ascertained after careful inquiry by a competent tribunal, and when it shall have been divided
amongst them by mutual agreement amongst themselves, that it should be competent for the Governor
and council nominated by the Crown (and either with or without an intermediate transfer from the natives
to the Crown) to issue C?;'OWD grants to each member of the tribe of his own allotted portion, either in
fee simple absolutely, with full power to dispose of it, or under such limitations and restrictions and
with such powers of leasing, &c., as to the Governor and council may, in each case, seem meet.

A grant in fee simple to the individual members of a tribe of a specific portion of the common
Jand would confer a title much more valuable in every respect than that which they possess, while
holding the land in common under the Treaty of Waitangi. For, so long as it is held in common by
the tribe, it cannot be sold even to the Crown without the consent of all the claimants: and even when
all are willing to sell, it can be disposed of to the Crown alone; and there being but a single buyer
and no competition, the price given is below the market value. But when the land is divided in
severalty by grants from the Crown, each claimant receives both a better holding title and a better
selling title. =~ While he continues to hold he has the security of a grant from the Crown, and he may
not only sell when he plesses and without reference to the otlzer members of the tribe, but he may sell
lr:l)lt di)nly to the Crown but to any of Her Majesty’s subjects, and obtain the full market value of his

By empowering the Governor thus to individualise the native title, two important objects would be
attained. Much of the land held by individual natives under a Crown title, would speedily come into
the market and become available for purposes of colonisation, and the Governor’s power and influence
over the natives would be materially increased. But the granting of individual Crown titles with full
power of sale should, of course, only be made in localities suitable for immediate settlement, and where
the natives are peacable and well-disposed, and should be firmly withheld from any district in which
the natives are likely to be troublesome and unruly. And there is no doubt that, wisely exercised,
this power may be turned to very valuable account as a moral agent in the government of the native race

In a country like New Zealand, already partially occupied by an aboriginal race, it is necessary
that the Government should retain to itself the power of directing the course of colonisation, and of
limiting it to localities suitable for the purpose; and it is for this veason there are objections, of a
practical character, why, except under well-considered conditions and restrictions, the settlers should not
be allowed to deal directly with the natives for the purchase of their land. But it is not easy to see on
what principle we can claim to make a profit by the purchase and sale of native land.  Let the native
owners of the land themselves receive the full market value of it. Let the Government act simply as
sgents for the natives in the disposal of it, and after retaining the full cost of survey, &c., pay over the
proceeds to the native owners: and there is every reason to believe that the surplus lands of the natives
would become available for purposes of colonisation as quickly as may be reasonably required. And, if
the natives could be inducef to invest the purchase-money or any considerable portion of it, at interest
for a fixed period in government securities, or to commute it for government annuities, the natives
would receive & permauent advantage in exchange for their land, and the Government would have tke
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best guarantee for the continuance of their loyalty and good conduct. But if the flocks and herds of
the English settlers go on increasing until there chall be no longer land enough to feed them, and if,
at the same time, the natives are seen to hold large tracts of land of which they make no use, the bad
feeling which has already shewn itself towards the native people will continue to spread,—there will
be continual danger of collision,—and there is too much reason to fear that when the colonists shall
have become an overwhelming majority that native rights will be disregarded, and that the natives
themselves will become a persecuted people.
(Signed)  WILLIAM SWAINSON.
Taurarua, May 7th, 1860.

Enclosure 4 in No. 4.
Recommendations.

1. That a definite line of policy, based upon the principles on which, with reference to the rights
of the Natives, New Zealand was erected into a British Colony, and to the obligations contracted by
the Crown of England in subjecting them to British rules, should be prescribed by the British Cabinet.
And that every Governor, on his arrival in the Colony, should formally assure the Natives on behalf
of Her Majesty that the policy so prescribed will be faithfully adhered to.

2. That for the present, and until the Natives shall have become entitled to the Elective
Franchise under the provisions of the Constitution, the Governor, in the management of Native affairs,
be advised, not by the Respousible Ministry, but by a Council appointed by the Crown—responsible to
the Crown, and holding their offices at the pleasure of the Crown.

3, "Fhat for the managementof Native affairs, the Governor should have at his disposal, independently
of an annual vote of the Assembly, such a sum, chargeable upon the General Revenue, as may be
sufficient for the maintenance of an efficient Native Department,—for the payment of Native
Magistrates and Assessors,—and of such other expenses as may be necessary for promoting the
gradual introduction of law and order amongst them, in their relations with each other. v

4. That it is essential to the peaceable occupation of the country, that the personal power and
influence of the Governor should, as far as possible, be maintained : and that to extend that influence
over the whole Native race, it is essential that constant, intimate, and friendly intercourse should be
kept up with them by means of the Native Department.

5. That with a view to render the surplus Waste Lands of the Natives available for purposes of
colonisation, with due regard to their future interests, the Governor and Council be empowered, with
the concurrence of the Natives themselves, formally to reserve and set apart as inalienable, except
under the authority of the Imperial Parliament, such portion or portions of the land held by them in
common, as they may desire to retain for the common use of the Tribe, not exceeding in extent what
may be sufficient for the purpose, and with power to make Partition by themselves of the land so
reserved, for their several use and occupation : with full power to set apart sites for Churches, Schools,
and other Public Buildings : and with a power of Leasing for a limited period, by each Member, of
his allotted portion, with the consent of the other owners of the Reserve, and with the consent of the
Governor and Council.

6. That a portion or portions of land of moderate extent, outside the boundaries of such Reserve,
be conveyed, under a Confirmatory Grant from the Crown, to Trustees, in Trust for Religious,
Charitable, Educational, and Civil purposes, for the benefit of the Members of the Tribe, with the
ordinary powers of Leasing, Sale, and Exchange.

7. That the future wants of the Natives having been thus duly secured, the Partition of so much
of the residue of the Waste Land held by them in common as they may not be disposed to alienate to
the Crown, should be encouraged. And that when it shall have been divided into as many separate
allotments as there are joint owners ; and in such manner as may be satisfactory to themselves, that
it be competent for the Governor and Council to issue Crown Grants to each Member of the Tribe, of
his own allotted portion ; either in fee simple absolutely, with full power to dispose of it,—or simply
as a Confirmatory holding title, subject to such limitations and restrictions, and either with or without
powers of Leasing, &c., as to the Governor and Council may seem meet.

8. That Grants in fee simple absolutely, with full and unrestricted power of disposing of the
land comprised in thein, should be made in those localities only which may be suitable for immediate
scttlement, and where the Natives, as a body, are peaceable and well disposed.

9. That in localities too remote or otherwise, at present, unfit for settlement, a simple Confirm-
atory holding title only should, in the first instance, be granted to each individual owner of a
portion of the Common Waste; but convertible, at any future time, into a Grant with free power of
sale whenever, in the judgment of the Governor and Council, the circumstances of the case shall have
become so far altered as to render it desirable that the nature of the title should be changed. But
that at any time before such change shall be made, the holder of a Confirmatory title shall have
power to dispose of the land to the Crown.

10. That before the land be either Reserved or Granted as before mentioned, the ownership be
made the subject of careful investigation, by a competent Tribunal, to be constituted for that purpose
by the Governor and Council,
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11. That the Natives be expected to assist in the survey, by supplying, at least, the manual
labour of cutting the lines.

12. That for the purpose of securing their permanency and stability, the foregoing measures
be made the subject of an Act of the Imperial Parliament.

13. That as soon as may be practicable, English Law should be extended generally to the
Native population; but in the mean time, that the power of the Chiefs should, as far as possible, be
maintained.

14. That the growing desire of the Natives for a better and more efficient system to control
them in their relations with each other, should be encouraged ; and that the Government should
prepare for their acceptance, but as open to amendments to be suggested by themselves, a simple
system of local self-government, suited to their p-esent condition and circumstances ; and be pre-
pared to make some contribution towards the payment of the Native Magistrates and others who
may be required to carry the system into effect,

1. That the plan set forth in the accompanying Draft appears to be sufficient as the ground-
work of an experiment for establishing amongst the Natives such a system of local self-government
as may prepare them to acquiesce in the ordinary administration of English Law.

16. That advantage should be taken of the approaching meeting of the principal Chiefs,
thoroughly to explain to them its several provisions, and to amend them in accordance with the Native
mind, so as not only to secure their own intelligent assent, but their willing aid in commending the
proposed system, or any better system that may be devised for the purpose, to the acceptance of the
various members of their respective tribes.

17. That with this object, and on other grounds, the invitations to the meeting of Chiefs be as
general as possible.

We have the honor to remain,
Your Excellency’s obedient and faithful Servants,

(Signed)  G. A. NEW ZEALAND,
Wi, MARTIN,
Wit SWAINSON,
His Bxcellency the Governor of New Zealand.

Appendix referred to in Enclosure 2, in No. 1., p. 11.
LEGISLATION FOR MAORIES,

To the Editor of the « Southern Cross.”

Sir,—
The friends of the Maori cannot but hail in the discussions of the present meeting of our
Parliament, a remarkable contrast to those of the two former sessions.

Measures have now been proposed which evidence not only carefully thought, but a compre-
hensive view of all the conditions of the case, and a paternal interest in the good of the people for
whom we are legislating,

That the Native Districts Regulation Bill should not have received universal approbation, was
to be expected. New measures, especially when things are quiet, are always justly regarded with
suspicion, particularly when, like the above, they are hampered with a difficulty which I was glad
to see 3o well handled in the upper house—namely the restraint upon the action of the Governor by
his Executive Council by requiring him to act with their advice and consent.

In endeavouriug to form an opinion upon this difficult point, I confess that I have come to the
conclusion that this last named prineiple is a good one ; and for the following reasons :

1st. New Governors may do as much mischeif as new Ministers,

2ndly. All that is contemplated is a check, and that check I consider a wholesome one.

3rdly. The Parliament hold the purse-strings, and if they refuse to grant money, the Gover-
nor’s functions are paralyzed.

4thly. An “imperium in imperio” is a serious evil,

5thly. As white men are rapidly spreading through the country, it may be found that, as their
connexion with the Maori is often very intimate, the Governor, in nominally legislating for the
latter only, is also legislating for the former.

The above principle therefore I consider beneficial, as effecting harmonious action between ele-
ments that might by their discord produce serious evils in every department of our State.

I have carefully studied the objections advanced in the Legislative Council agzinst the Bill ;
and while I cannot but admire thz sound sense, the good feeling, and the cautious regard for rights
and public peace that the speakers manifested, I must confess that I am not shaken in my high
admiration of the measures proposed by the Ministry. I will simply state the grounds on which I
approve of the one now under consideration.

1st. The Bill is permissive, not of rigid application, giving to the Natives of districts that have
advanced in their social state, a legal authority to protect property and restrain offenders, providing
at the same time against maladministration by the constant supervision of a responsible English
magistrate, and the power of modification or repeal reposed in the Governor.
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2ndly. Itg provisions are elementary, and yet part of a system that will advance with the im-
proving condition of the people, until it issues in the full establishment of British Institutions.

3rdly. It is admirably suited to the present wants of some of the districts, and indeed the de-
mands from those districts have, I believe, snggested the present measure to the ministry. Itis
therefore not merely theoretical or experimental, but essentially practical.

4thly. From the very circumstances of the case, we have been obliged to confine ourselves to
the ¢ do nothing policy.” Sir George Grey, with all his talent and energy, could not, except in a
few particulars, rise above the * sugar and flour” system ; but that intelligent philanthropic states-
man will never consent that such a system should be stereotyped, and I cannot but believe that if
that excellent Governor were here now, he would be one of the first to urge us to launch our boat,
and move forward with the swelling tide.

So far from fearing disturbance from the above measures, I consider them as the very best
possible protection we have againstit. For this [ might refer as sufficient proof to the high favour
in which the people of this district hold their magistrate, who has enabled them to take the first
steps in organising their social state, and initiating measures not very dissimilar from those
propounded in the above Bill. But I must beg leave to mention other advantages that we may
expect from it.

1st. It will give a field of employment to the present workings of the Native mind.

2ndly. 1t will indoctrinate them into the grand principles of British law.

3rdly, It will show that we Jo take an interest in their welfare,

4thly. It will bring public opinion to bear strongly upon evils now rampant among them—
namely, ¢ tauas,” murder for witcheraft, petty aggressions by the stronger party, ¢tauman’ of the
women, ‘tapu;’ besides helping much our magistrates in cases of offenders who, flying from the
towns, take refuge in the interior.

Sthly. It will thus draw to our officers and attach to them the best and leading men amongst
the people. i

p(ithgy. It will supply the Governor with a good channel by which he can often ascertain the
wishes and views of the people,

In this district my brethren are, with myself, unanimous in their approval of those measures,
as far as they have yet been put into operation ; and we should have regarded their rejection by
the Legislative Assembly as a great national evil,

I am, &ec.,
(Signed)  CrurcH MissioNARY,
July 24, 1858.

No. 5.

ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR TO THE MAORI CHIEFS ASSEMBLED AT
WAITEMATA oN THE 10tH OF JULY, 1860.

My Friends,~ Chicfs of New Zealand,

1. I have invited you to meet me on the present occasion that we may have an oppor-
tunity of discussing various matters connected with the welfare and advancement of the two Races
dwelling in New Zealand,

2. T take advantage of it also to repeat to you and, through you, to the whole Maori people,
the assurances of goodwill on the part of our Gracious Sovereign which have been given by each
succeeding Governor from Governor Hobson to myself.

3. On assuming the Sovereignty of New Zealand Her Majesty extended to her Maori subjects
her Royal protection, engaging to defend New Zealand and the Maori people from all aggressions
by any foreign power, and imparting to them all the rights and privileges of British subjects; and she
confirmed and guarantecd to the Chiefs and Tribes of New Zealand, and to the respective families
and individuals thereof, the full, exclusive and undisturbed possession of their lands and estates,
forests, fisheries, and other properties which they may collectively or individually possess, so long
as it is their wish to retain the same in their possession.

4. In return for these advantages the Chiefs who signed the Treaty of Waitangi ceded for them-
selves and their people to Her Majesty the Queen of England absolutely and without reservation all
the rights and powers of Sovereignty which they collectively or individually possessed or might be
supposed to exercise or possess.

5. Her Majesty has instructed the Governors who preceded me, and she will instruct those
who come after me, to maintain thestipulations of this Treaty inviolate, and to watch over the interests
and promote the advancement of her subjects without distinction of Race.

6. Having renewed these assurances in the name of our Gracious Sovereign I now ask you to
confer with me frankly and without reserve, If you have grievances, make them known to me, and
if they are real, I will try to redress them, Her Majesty’s wish is that all her subjects should be
happy, prosperous, and contented, If, therefore, you can make any suggestions for the better pro-
tection of property, the punishment of offenders, the settlement of disputes or the preservation of
peace, I shall gladly hear them and will give them the most favourable consideration.
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7. The minds of both Races have lately been agitated by false reports or exaggerated state-
ments; and, in order to restore confidence, it is necessary that each should know and thoroughly un-
derstand what the other wishes and intends.

8. There is also a subject to which I desire to invite your special attention, and in reference
to which I wish to receive the expression of your views. For some time past certain persons belong-
ing to the tribes dwelling to the south of Auckland have been endeavouring to mature a project,
which, if carried into effect, could only bring evil upon the heads of all concerned in it., The
framers of it are said to desire that the Maori tribes in New Zealand should combine together and
throw off their allegiance to the Sovereign whose protection they have enjozed for more than twenty
years, and that they should set up a Maori King and declare themselves to be an independent, Nation.
Such ideas could only be entertained by men completely ignorant of the evils they would bring
upon the whole Native Race if carried into effect.

9. While the promoters of this scheme confined themselves to mere talking, I did not
think it necessary to notice their proceedings, believing that, if allowed time to consider, they would
abandon so futile and dangerous an undertaking. This expectation has not been fulfilled. At a
recent meeting at Waikato some of the leading men proposed that Wiremu Kingi, who is in arms
against the Queen’s authority, should be supported by reinforcements from the tribes who acknow-
ledge the Maori king, and armed parties from Waikato and Kawhia actually went to Taranaki for
this purpose. These men also desire to assume an authority over other New Zealand tribes in
their relations with the Government, and contemplate the forcible subjection of those tribes who
refuse to recognise their authority. ’

10. Under these circumstances I wish to know your views and opinions distinetly, in order that
I may give correct information to our Sovereign.

11. It is unnecessary for me to remind you that Her Majesty’s engagements to Her Native
subjects in New Zealand have been faithfully observed, No foreign enemy has visited your shores.
Your lands have remained in your possession, or have been bought by the Government at your own
desire. Your people have availed themselves of their privileges as DBritish subjects, seeking and
obtaining in the Courts of Law that protection and redress which they afford to all Her Majesty’s
subjects. But it is right you should know and understand that in return for these advantages you
must prove yourselves to be loyal and faithful subjects, and that the establishment of a Maori King
would be an act of disobedience and defiance to Her Majesty which cannot be tolerated. It is
necessary for the preservation of peace in every country that the inhabitants should acknowledge
one Head.

12. I may frankly tell you that New Zealand is the only Colony where the aborigines
have been treated with unvarying kindness, It is the only Colony where they have been invited
to unite with the Colonists and to become one people under one law. In other colonies the people
of the land have remained separate and distinct, from which many evil consequences have ensued.
Quarrels have arisen; blood has been shed; and finally the aboriginal people of the country have been
driven away or destroyed. Wise and good men in England considered that such treatment of abori-
gines was unjust and contrary to the principles of Christianity, They brought the subject before
the British Parliament, and the Queen’s Ministers advised a change of policy towards the aborigines
of all English Colonies. New Zealand is the first country eolonised on this new and humane
system. It will be the wisdom of the Maori people to avail themselves of this generous policy, and
thus save their race from evils which have befallen others less favored. It is your adoption by Her
Majesty as her subjects which makes it impossible that the Maori people should be unjustly dispos-
sessed of their lands or property. Every Maori is a member of the British Nation; he is protected
by the same law as his English fellow subject; and it is. because you are regarded by the Queen as
a part of her own especial peoplg that you have heard from the lips of each successive Governor the
same words of peace and goodwill. Tt is therefore the height of folly for the New Zealand tribes
to allow themselves to be seduced into the commission of any act which, by violating their allegiance
to the Queen, would render them liable to forfeit the rights and privileges which their position as
British subjects confers upon them, and which must necessarily entail upon them evils ending only
in their ruin as a race.

13. It is a} matter of solicitude to Her Majesty, as well as to many of your friends in FEng-
land and in this country, that you should be preserved as a people. No unfriendly feeling should
be allowed to grow up between the two Races, Your children will live in the country when you
are gone, and when the Europeans are numerous. For their sakes I call upon you as fathers and
as Chiefs of your Tribes, to take care that nothing be done which may engender animosities the
consequences of which may injure your posterity. I feel that the difference of language forms
a great barrier between the Europeans and the Maories. Through not understanding each other
there are frequent misapprehensions of what is said or intended: this is alsn one of the chief
obstacles in the way of your participating in our English Councils, and in the consideration of laws
for your guidance. To remedy this the various Missionary Bodies, assisted by the Government,
have used every exertion to teach your children English, in order that they may speak the same
language as the European inhabitants of the Colony.

14. I believe it is only needful that these matters should be well understood to ensure
a continuance of peace and friendly feeling between the two Races of Her Majesty’s subjects ;
and it is for this reason, and in a firm hope that mutual explanations will remove all doubt and
distrust on both sides, that I have invited you to meet me now,
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15. T shall not seek to prove, what you will all be ready to admit, that the treatment
you have received from the Government, since its establishment in these Islands down to the
present hour, has been invariably marked by kindness. I will not count the Hospitals founded
for the benefit of your sick; the Schools provided for the education of your children; the

. encouragement and assistance given you to possess yourselves of vessels, to cultivate wheat, to

Ng. 79. 14th Sept., 1838,
No. 01, 13th Oct., 1858,
No. 102. 14th Oct., 1858,
'No. 103, 15th Oct,, 1858,
No. 117, 15th Des., 1658,

build mills, and to adopt the civilized habits of your white brethren. I will not enumerate the
proofs which have been given you that your interests anl well-being have been cared for, lest
you should think I am ungenerously recalling past favours. All will admit that not only have your
ears listened to the words of kindness, but that your eyes have seen and your hands have handled
its substantial manifestations.

16. I will not now detain you by alluding to other matters of great importance, but will
communicate with you from time to time and call your attenticn to them before you separate.
Let me, however, remind you that though the Queen is able without any assistance from you to
protect the Maories from all foreign enemies, she canunot without their help protect the Maories
from themselves. It is therefore the duty of all who would regret to see their Race relapse into
barbarism, and who desire to live in peace and prosperity, to take heed that the counsels of the
foolish do not prevail, and that the whole country be not thrown into anarchy and confusion by the
folly of a few misguided men.

Finally,—I must congratulate you on the vast progress in civilization which your people have
made under the protection of the Queen, Cannibalism has been exchanged for Christianity ; Slavery
has been abolished ; War has become more rare; Prisoners taken in war are not slain; Euro-
pean habits are gradually replacing those of your ancestors of which all Christians are necessarily
ashamed. The old have reason to be thankful that their sunset is brighter than their dawn, and
the young may be grateful that their life did not begin until the darkness of the heathen night had
been dispelled by that light which is the glory of all civilized Nations.

Earnestly praying that God may grant His blessing on your deliberations and guide you
in the right path, I leave you to the free discussion of the subjects I have indicated, and of any
others you may think likely to promote the welfare of your Race.

(Signed) TaoMAS GORE BROWNE,
Governor.

Despatch from the Secretary of State.

cory oF A DESPATCH rroM THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF CARNARVON TO GOVERNOR
GORE BROWNE, C.B.

Downing Street,
18th May, 1859.
Sir,—
I have received your Despatches named in the margin, which transmit for the consideration
of Her Majesty the following Acts, passed by the Legislature of New Zealand : —
No. 41— An Act to regulate the Local Affairs of Native Districts.”
No. 42—« An Act to make better provision for the Administration of Justice in Native
Districts.”

No. 79— An Act to enable the Governor to establish a Settlement for Colonisation in the
Bay of Islands.” °

No. 80— An Act to enable the Native Tribes in New Zealand to have their Territorial
Righbts ascertained, and to authorise the issue, in certain cases, of Crown Grants to the
Natives.”

T wish, in the first place, to acknowledge the care, ability, and sound judgment with which
these Bills appear in most respects to have been adapted to the character and circumstances of the
Native Tribes; and if I am unable in some respects to give effect to the policy of your advisers, I
wish them to believe that this does not arise from any want of reliance on their desire to advance
the well-being of the Natives, nor of their capacity to deal with the important and delicate questions
on which that well being depends, but from my conviction do not yet justify the Imperial Govern-
ment in abdicating the responsibilities which are at present rest on it with regard to that remark-
able race.

The Act No. 41 appears to me on the whole wisely framed and to bear great promise of use-
fulness. The second clause however is open to an objection on the grounds which I have already
indicated. It not only invests the Governor in Council with the virtual power of making laws
affecting in many most important respects the rights and habits of the Natives, (a power which I
readily concede, on the understanding that the Governor will exercise a personal discretion in con-
senting to them) but it omits to secure to the Crown its customary right of disallowance. If how-
ever that right is indispensible with regard to laws which are passed by the Representatives of the
colonists for the furtherance and protection of their own interests, much more is it necessary in
regard to regulations enacted by the Governor in Council for people whom they cannot in any
sense be said to represent. I have felt much doubt whether I could pro_perly advise Her Majesty
to leave to its operation a law which was open to so important an objection.  But believing that
the Act is on the whole in the direction of a wise and useful legislation, and that the Legislature of



TO NATIVE AFFAIRS. - 87

New Zealand will see the justice of the view which I have stated upon this single point of objection,
I have been reluctant, by a disallowance iz fofo of the Act, to entail the public inconvenience which
might occur, and the long delay which must necessarily elapse, before legislative provision could
be again made to meet the objects in view.

I have therefore laid the Act before Her Majesty, who has been pleased to leave it to its ope-
ration. Unless, however, the Legislature should consent tn amend it by enacting that all regula-
tions made in pursuance of the secund clause shall be subject to disallowance by Her Majesty, it
may be necessary to consider under what conditions your assent could be properly given to them,
and it may be neces-ary to require, previous to such consent, that any rules which could by possi-
bility give occasion for dispute or discontent among the Natives should contain a proviso either
suspending their operation till the consent of the Home Government is obtained, or (which would
probably be more convenient) expressly empowering the Crown to disallow them,

To the Acts numbered 42 and 79, I see no objection, The former has therefore been left to
its operation by Her Majesty, and the latter (which is reserved for the signification of Her Majesty’s
pleasure) will be confirmed by order in Council.

» I much regret that I have not been able to advise the same course respecting the Act No, 80,
which appears to me open to various important objections. In the first place the proposed issue of
Certificates of Native Title under the express authority of the Colonial Government involves im-
portaat questions which are not adverted to in your Despatch. It is no doubt most desirable that the
disputes of the Natives respecting the right to land should no longer be settled by arms, and that
the occupation of land in severalty by the Natives should be encouraged.  But with regard to the
plan which is submitted to me for this purpose, I am bound to ask myself whether in case the
decisions of the Governor in Council on titles to land should be resisted by the Natives, the British
Government are prepared to promise such a military force as may be sufficient to enforce them, If
any such expectation could be held out, it would be clearly necessary that the decisions which im-
posed so much responsibility and expense on the Home Government should be taken by an officer
solely responsible to that Government and not to the Colonists.  If (as is the case) no such expec-
tation could be held out, it is more thun questionable whether the moral influence of the European
Government would not suffer, by the issue of Certificates of title which the Natives would be at
liberty to disregard with impunity.

It appears to me theretore in every respect better that the establishment of tribal and other
titles, and the acquisition by individual natives of property in severalty should be facilitated, not
by the issue of formal documents appearing to rest on the authority and involve the guarantee of
the Government, but by the cautious enactment of rules respecting the occupation of land which
are contemplated in the second section of the Act No. 41,

I perceive, however, that the proposed scheme has a further object, and that it is intended to
furnish a means of ultimstely enabling individual colonists to purchase the landed property granted
in severalty to individual Natives, There can be no doubt that the passing of the present Act
would be very speedily followed by a change, or rather revolution in t.e system ot land purchase in
the direction indicated by your advisers, But such a change, I conceive, to be in the highest degree
unadvisable. The present system of land purchase appears, as far as I can judge, to l e understood
and acquiesced in by the Natives, and to be working well for the Colony, while the pecuniary
difficulty suggested by your advisers is one which it is in the power of the local legislature to
provide against,

On the other hand, the system of individual purchase is, to say the least, opposed to the spirit
of the New Zealand Government Act (15 & 16 Vie. C. 72, S. 73), and it is open to important
objections in point of policy ; it offers no sufficient guarantee for the fairness of the negotiations
which have preceded the transfer; it invests the Government with a discretion in respect of
sanctioning purchases which can scarcely be exercised without incurring the suspicion of favouritism
—it will encourage speculators to anticipate (und thus obstruct) the progress of settlement by
appropriating choice and commanding spots of land within the Native territory, and induce an
intermixture of European with Native lands calculated to canse confusion and inconvenience. I
hold it therefore far more advisable that Government should purchase territories, than that
individuals should purchase properties, so that the line which separates the purchased lands on which
European law is to prevail, from the unpurchased on which the Native usages will continue to
subsist, though always advancing, will be broad and unequivocal.

I also feel strongly the probability that the proposed tax of 10s. an acre on every ssle may
rouse the distrust of the Natives, and that the proposed mode of sale while it encourages individual
land jobbing among one class of the Natives, may irritate others who see the lands which have
belonged to their tribe passing from within theirsreach without themselves receiving their share of
the profits.

1t indeed the Imperial Government were prepared to depart from the arrangements already
sanctioned, and to transfer the management of Native affuirs from the Governor, acting under
instructions from this country and through a staff of permanent officers to an officer responsible to
the Colonists, und chanying with the Government, it m ght be considered that the system of land
purchase from the Natives was to be decided upou, by Colonial and not Imperial authority. But
this view of the subject I am not able to accept ; Her Majesty’s Government wish to give the fullest
effect to the system of Responsible Government, and to leave all questions of domestic and internal
interest to be decided by the Coloniai Gouvernment, but they cannot either for the sake of the
Colonists or for that of the Natives or for Imperial interests, surrender the control over Native
affairs, the administration of which, considering the difficulties and intricacies of the subject, crowned
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with a very remarkable success, and is paving the way towards that complete civilization and
consolidation of the Native race with the English Colonists which Her Majesty’s Government, not
less than the local Governinent, desire to see effected.  And whilst Her Majesty’s Government feel
themselves constrained to justify to Parliament the large expense which every year is incurred for
the maintenance of a Military force in New Zealand for the defence of the Colony, and for the
better control and regulation of the Native race, they must retain in their hands the administration
of those affairs which at any moment may involve the employment of those treops and the conse-
quences of an expensive conflict. So long as the Colony for this purpose enjoys the advantage of
Military and Naval protection, Her Majesty’s Government cannot consent to yield a point which in
their opinion is so intimate'y connected with the security of the Colony, the justice due to Native
claims, and the issues of Peace or War itself.

Convinced, therefore, that the proposed Act is calculated to effect hazardous alterations in a
system, the working of which does not at present appear open to any practical objection, I have
been unable to recommend that this Act should be confirmed by Her Majesty, and it will accordingly
remain inoperative,

I have, &e,,
(Signed) CARNARVON,
In the absence of Sir E. B. Lytton,
Governor Gore Browne, C.B,,
&ec., &ec., &c.
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