
heaving rocks and all manner of
missiles at him.

After a while the neighbours
round about began to interview us.
They complained that he had
frightened their children so that
they could not induce them togo to
school, and weperceived that there
was trouble ahead for our pet.

We tried shutting him up in the
yard after this, but he pined so
much in close quarters, that we had
to give him the run of the paddock
to keep up his spirits. By this time
he was a fine-grown, handsome,
young Billy, with quite a formid-
able pair of horns ;and as soon as
he discovered the full use of these
ornaments there was no holding
him.

The first time that he made effec-
tive use of his new weapons was ono
day when the baker was on his
rounds. Billy was feeding quietly
in the paddock when the man got
through the rails, and made for the
back door ;but as soon as he obser-
ved that the baker was well away
from any cover he ceased his peace-
ful occupation, and arching his neck
aggresively, gave vent to a defiant
bleat, and bore down on the hapless
tradesman like a shot out of a gun.
That worthy, recognising his dan-
ger, started off on a record sprint
for the house, but long before
he reached it a sudden terrific
shock in the rear sent him headlong
to earth, amid a shower of crisp-
brown loaves. Sadly shaken and
blown, he staggered to his feet,
whenBilly, with the light of victory
in his eye,made for him again.

This time, however, themanhad
his wits about him> and metMaster
Billy fair on the tip of thenose with
the toe of his boot. The shock was
so sudden and unexpected, that
Billy had all the fight taken out of
him in one act, and retired slowly
across the field, bleating in a heart-
broken manner.

As for the baker, after ruefully
gathering uphis scattered loaves,he
came limping heavily across to the
back door, groaning at every step,

and declaring in gasps that his back
was broken.

He handed in the bread to the girl
in angry silence, and. then making,
his way round to the front of thei
house, declared in a loud voice his
solemn intention of ((having the
law on us for keeping a savage
beast on the premises.''' It took
the united efforts of the whole
household,and a liberal presenta-
tion inhard cash, to deter him from
performing this uncharitable action.
Finally, however, his injured dig-
nity was somewhat appeasedby our
promises to keep the savage beast
under proper control in the future,
and he retired still limping to his
carty keeping a sharp look out en
route for the enemy, who fortunate-
ly,was too busy coolinghis inflamed
nose in the long grass to notice
him.

For a full week after this, Billy
did penance in his yard, always ap-
pearing ■ very meek and docile when
approached by any member of the
family. Then he began- to go off his
feed, and thinking that perhapshe
had by this time seen the error of
his ways, we let him out for arun
every afternoon. He quickly re-
covered his spirits, and lor a time
became a quiet, respectable member
of society once more. Then all of asudden, for apparently no reason
whatever,he took it into his head
one fine afternoon to revert to his
old bad practices. The girl had
gone out to the drying ground to
fetch in the clothes, and was busy
unpegging them from the line. At
one end the clothes-line was tied
pretty high up on the trunk of an
old gum tree, and here the girl had
to climb on to anup-endedkerosene;
box in order to reach the ,pegs. It
was while balancing herself in this
precarious position that she attrac-
ted the notice of Billy. Be took in
the situation \at a glance, and was
utterly unable to resist the tempt-
ing opportunity, so suddenly risingr
onhis llind legs, and giving out
his war cry, he Ibore down on thehelpless girl like a destroying ava-
lanche. With a miighty crash hisr
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